
Cedar Lake Youth Baseball 
8U RULES
2026

1. Each batter receives a maximum of 5 pitches, unless they foul off the 5th pitch. If they foul off the 5th pitch, the hitter continues to receive pitches until they put the ball in play or strikeout. If the hitter takes the fifth pitch they are called out regardless of the number of strikes, unless declared a NO PITCH.
2. The pitching machine operator may declare a NO PITCH if and only if the ball is absurdly un-hittable. The intent of this rule is to give 5 reasonably hittable pitches. In the event that ball does not reach the plate, or is well outside the strike zone, this can be declared a NO PITCH.
3. The machine will be set at 36 mph.
4. No player shall sit 2 innings on defense until every other player has sat at least one inning (no player shall sit 3 innings until every other player has sat at least 2 innings).
5. Every player shall play the infield (positions 1-6) for at least one inning per game, with the exception of a safety issue. (coaches discretion and discuss with parents)
6. As balls are not counted, there will be NO WALKS issued.
7. A batted ball striking the pitching machine or pitching machine operator will be declared a dead ball, runners may advance one base. 
8. No bunting is permitted.
9. Runners should be encouraged to take an additional base on an overthrow. This will teach them to turn towards the advanced base and for the fielder to pursue the overthrown ball. Only a single base advancement, at the runners risk, per over throw, if the fielder does not throw the ball after retrieving and bringing back to the field of play, the runner may not advance another base. If the fielder retrieves the ball and over throws the fielder at the base where the runner is headed, another base may be taken.
10.  A batted ball to the outfield can result in no more than a triple.
1. Errors on the infield do not count.
11. No stealing or leading offs are permitted.
12. No infield fly rule.
13. NO HEAD FIRST SLIDING.
14. A half inning shall end when the defensive team records three outs or 4 runs have been scored.
15. Each game will be assessed a 1 hour 30 min time limit. No inning shall begin later than 1 hour 30 minutes after the beginning of the game. There will be a 2 hour hard stop time limit.
16. All bats need to have the USA bat logo stamped on them:
17. Home Team is to bring the machine out AND grab baseballs.
18. Visting Team is to Rake and Drag the field.



