B.C MINOR BASEBALL ASOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

MINUTES – September 12, 2015
ATTENDANCE:  M. Sarai, V. Greenwood,  G. Butler,  B. Davis, M. Kelly, J. Braaten, T. Katelnikoff, O. Germaine, F. Campbell, R. Wearing, P. Weatherill, S. Drysdale, J. Wright, D. Barry, T. Mabone, G. Rimer, A. Hayes
CONFERENCE CALL:  Brenda Astroino
ABSENT:  E. Toneff
GUEST: None
CALL TO ORDER – 9:30 A.M.
ADDITIONS:  None
         

MOTION:  S. Drysdale / G. Butler
To accept July minutes as distributed.

M/S/C

CORRESPONDENCE:


Ladner – new President – Catherine Wade – Catherine.wade@dentons.com
604-946-7065 – cell – 778-773-1277



Email – Rob Ross – Vice President Aldergrove – discipline decision 

Email – Darcy Jago – President Port Coquitlam – discipline decision – Midget AAA coach Curtis Hutson

Email – Parents – Port Coquitlam Midget AAA – support for coach Curtis Hutson

Email – Curtis Hutson – Port Coquitlam Midget AAA coach 

Moxie’s – contracts for September 12/13 meetings

Myles Kazakoff – scholarship application

Wayne Laviolette – Vice President Tsawwassen – nomination Honor Roll

BUSINESS ARISING:
a) Rule Book

Stuart, John, Ray and Grant B. – reformatted rule book to chronological order

May need special meeting to have proper new book at AGM?

No rule changes have been made

ANY SUBMISSIONS FOR RULE CHANGES NEED TO BE TO STUART PRIOR TO OCTOBER 03
b) New Westminster 

Allocation of territory

Get together with neighboring associations (Burnaby Minor, South Burnaby, Coquitlam-Moody, Surrey and Richmond

Pat to contact all involved

Submit request prior to AGM

MOTION:  B. Davis / R. Wearing


Motion to declare New Westminster open territory for the 2016 season.

M/S/

MOTION:  S. Drysdale / M. Kelly


Motion to table to October meeting upon follow up with neighboring associations.

M/S/C – B. Davis – opposed

Original motion withdrawn

c) H. R. Committee

F. Campbell is chair of committee

Discussion on what salary should be

Board needs to decide on how much they want to spend

Hire third party for communications

Do we need office space?

Committee to define criteria

Budget

How many people – 1 person at 40 hours a week or 2 people 20 hours a week

REPORTS:



President – Mike Sarai

My report begins with an overview of the summer season which included all teams participating towards Provincial play downs. There were pre-determined programming adjustments for some divisions on qualifying tournaments as our re alignment took shape for the purpose of our B.C. Team destinations and earlier dates in July of decided tournaments. B.C. (Minor) Baseball will review and include our 2016 team travel programming with our member associations this fall. Having received reports from teams which traveled by most accounts the events were one of a positive experience. There were some mixed reviews on a couple of tournaments. 

I attended several Provincial’s and am pleased to report an outstanding job by all the hosting associations to ensure a positive experience for players, coaches, umpires and parents.

B.C. (Minor) Baseball will be focusing on improving in several areas of the organization as we move through the fall. We have our workshop meetings in place for September and are asking all associations to attend which can result through a collective manner to make sound decisions for the following ball season
1st Vice President – Stuart Drysdale


No Report


2nd Vice President – John Braaten



No Report



Treasurer – Anne Hayes 



Need final director’s expenses to finalize year end




Final report to go out with AGM package




Send July financials to Kamloops




Send current financials out with minutes




Need to finalize rebates on coaching and umpires



MOTION:  S. Drysdale / J. Braaten





To approve interim treasurer’s report as distributed.





M/S/C




Chilliwack – Junior Men’s fee still outstanding




Take out of performance bond?




Duncan and Rutland – all-star fees still outstanding



Secretary – Val Greenwood

AGM is booked for November 14 starting at 10:00 am location TBA please confirm your attendance ASAP.  Please include all the names that will be attending.  Light breakfast and lunch will be provided.
Web Site - Tom Katelnikoff – John Braaten




No Report 


Island – Fraser Campbell – Eric Toneff



Island Meetings:

Island workshop – September 20th – Lake Cowichan – 311 South Shore Road – start time 11:30 am in the curling lounge



Interior – Tom Katelnikoff – Janice Wright

· 
Rutland/Kelowna Merger

Attended 2 Town Hall Meetings regarding a merger between Kelowna and Rutland

The First Meeting had 60+ People

Meeting featured a PowerPoint followed by a Q&A Session

Both Associations have their AGM within the next 2 weeks, and will both propose the idea. 

Final Decision could be made before the Interior Workshop

· Fall Ball

Most of my associations are currently running a Fall Ball Program (Penticton, West Kelowna, Kelowna, Rutland & Kamloops)

I have not heard from Vernon and Summerland is not running their own program.

· Interior Workshop

Set for Sept. 26th at 11am at the Sandman Hotel in Kelowna

We are expecting to have participants from all Interior Associations

We have sent invites to Osoyoos & Princeton
          

  I have not heard anything from Vernon.   Summerland is not running their own program.



North – Brenda Astroino
All-star Baseball in Prince George finished with the registered 6 All-star teams, 2 Mosquito, 2 Peewee, 1 Bantam and 1 Midget all heading to Provincials. While we were not successful, all of the teams played well and were either in Semi-finals or very close.

With the impending winter months, PGYBA chose not to participate in the Fall Ball program.  Our Midget team will be participating in a Fall Ball tournament in White Rock on September 18th & 19th. 

Our AGM will be scheduled in late October as we are hoping to hear before then if the World Baseball Challenge will be a go for 2016 in Prince George. We are hoping to prepare a bid for Midget Provincials in either 2016 or 2017 and this will depend on the World Baseball Challenge as we use the same field for our Midgets.


DIVISIONS:



Junior Men’s – Brian Davis
· 
TEAMS            
The Junior Men’s division had 13 teams in 2015 (down from 14 teams in 2014), including Aldergrove Athletics, Chilliwack Braves, Cloverdale Spurs, Ladner Red Sox, Newton Giants, PoCo Canadians, Richmond Chuckers, Ridge Meadows Rays, South Delta Spartans, Surrey Expos, Tri City Indians, Vancouver Capilanos and Vancouver Blue Jays.
SCHEDULE     
Played an 18 game regular season schedule, generally with 1 game per week from mid-April through June, then 2 games per week in July. Most teams seemed to be happy with the schedule format.

PLAYOFFS     
All teams qualify for playoffs, with 2 Tiers of 6 teams each (1 team elected to skip the playoffs). Based on regular season standings, Top 6 teams were in Tier 1 and bottom 6 teams were in Tier 2. Each team played 2 round robin games to eliminate the bottom 2 teams in each Tier leading up to the final weekend tournament. Top 4 teams in each Tier then advanced to final 4’s tournament hosted by Surrey Expos at Holly Park on Aug. 8th & 9th. Saturday’s Tier 1 semi-finals saw Newton Giants defeat Chilliwack Braves 9-2 and Cloverdale Spurs defeat Tri City Indians 4-0. Tier 2 semi-final results were PoCo Canadians over Ridge Meadows Rays 9-0 and Ladner Red Sox over South Delta Spartans 5-0. Sunday’s Tier 1 final had Newton Giants defeating Cloverdale Spurs by a 7-0 score. Tier 2 final was PoCo Canadians over the Ladner Red Sox 6-1.

This year’s departure of founding member New West Twins (to LMBA) meant that the Final 4’s tournament would have to be played somewhere other than Queen’s Park for the first time since its inception in 2009. Surrey eventually stepped up to host the tournament at Holly Park. As usual, the City of Surrey pitched in with extra field maintenance leading up to the tournament, and the field was in excellent condition. Having 2 Surrey teams playing in the Tier 1 final was an extra bonus.
FINANCIALS    
The Division paid for the umpires, baseballs and field expenses for the playoff tournament at Holly Park. There is also a $50 per team scheduling fee due to the division administrator. These events were funded by the $200 per team “fee” called for in Rule 36.
18U (Midget) – Grant Rimer / John Braaten



18U AAA (Midget) – Grant Rimer
Provincials: As reported by Grant Butler
Anne Hayes and I stepped up to look after the 18U AAA Provincials as Grant Rimer was unavailable and staying at our place on the Island would save some costs for the host, thank you Anne.

The Provincials was preceded by a Wild Card Qualifier weekend where Aldergrove and Tri-City made the provincials. Thank you Ray Wearing for taking over for me to see the weekend through.

The Provincials were held in Nanaimo using two fields, Mariner and Serauxman Stadium. Both fields were in great shape. Rain on Friday delayed games at Serauxman but Mariner held up and all games were played. The rains went away and the rest of the tournament went as scheduled. 

As with any well run tournament, the host committee and umpire staff did a fantastic job from the opening ceremonies to the final game, well done Nanaimo.

From a baseball point of view the top 4-5 teams looked like they belonged at the provincials with the remaining teams hoping their stud or studs could get them through to the semis with a break or two (or three).

Nanaimo, a first year team, joined Ridge Meadows, Chilliwack and Kamloops in the semi-finals, these games were well played and were a great example of 18U AAA. The final saw Ridge Meadows out last Kamloops in a nail biter winning the Gold 2-1.

All in all it was a great weekend of baseball with only one incident seeing a Manager get ejected under Rule 15. Congratulations again to Nanaimo and specifically, Nicole Kirby, Mike Holyk, Tricia March and Peter MacNeil.



18U AAA - CABA – Grant Rimer
With Ridge Meadows winning the Provincials in Nanaimo they became Team BC and made preparations to represent us at the CABA Western Nationals in Freemont California. The work Orville Germaine did leading up to this tournament was monumental as the vehicle rental, hotel and travel arrangements worked our perfectly, many thanks Orville.

The Tournament itself however was not nearly as exciting as our Provincials as Team BC found themselves playing 5 local teams and one from the Seattle area that were not club teams, more like academy or traveling show me teams. There was no representation by CABA at the park, no official score keepers, no lineup cards or rosters required. 

The field we played at was dismal, despite the efforts of the High School Team manager who ran the tournament, the field showed the effects of the 4 year drought but also had a 2 foot drop behind the infield to the outfield which only claimed only one sprained knee.

None the less Ridge Meadows played well in 3 of 4 games having trouble with the one that would have gotten them to the weekend finals. They went 2-2 with many of the players completing their 18U AAA experience.

My congratulations go out to the Ridge Meadows team, coaching staff and parent group (some of which made it to Freemont) for playing and representing Team BC well as players and adults.

18U AA (Midget) – John Braaten
The Summer All-Star began with teams trying to declare right up to the last minute of June 26th.  Associations found themselves trying to merge with others and in the end it was more about player movement once teams could not declare.

The summer All-Star season saw one declared team each from Vancouver Island, North and Interior regions along with tem teams in the Lower Mainland.  Zone play-downs tournaments were not needed for the Provincial berths outside the Lower Mainland.  As they each received automatic berths.  Six berths were given to Lower Mainland teams plus hot Richmond City.

Lower Mainland Summer All-Star season consisted of twelve games.  The Lower Mainland was divided demographically East and West with five teams each.  The first four games of the Summer All-Star season was decided to be “pool Play” for the Provincial Qualifier hosted July 10 – 12th in Ladner and Tsawwassen.  Thank you to each Association in working together to host his tournament.

Team BC (Vancouver Minor) represent B.C, (Minor) Baseball admirably.  On the field during the tournament the team faced Academy teams that were professionally coached and equivalent to an average 18U AAA in 3 of the 4 games played.  The team finished with a 1 – 3 record, but played well and competed in each game.

The Summer All-Star season in the Lower Mainland was Chilliwack withdraw mid-schedule reducing the East Division to four teams.  This reduced the number of games to nine for the remaining teams.  Ridge Meadows, Surrey and Newton received berths to the Provincials in the East.  Ladner, Vancouver Minor and Tsawwassen received the West berth and Richmond City entered as the host.

The Provincial tournament was hosted by Richmond August 7 – 10.  It was split between Blundell and Latrace fields.  Blundell was used for four Friday and the semi-final game Monday.  The rest of the tournament was played at the artificial turf field at Latrace.  There were six schedule games at Latrace Saturday and Sunday to take advantage of the AT.  At the end of Pool play Pool “A” Ridge Meadows and Prince George advance while in Pool “B” Ladner and Campbell River advanced to the medal round.  Ridge Meadows defeated Ladner in extra innings while Campbell River defeated Prince George in the semi0final games.  The final saw Ridge Meadows defeat Campbell River 2 – 1 in the final.  Richmond City did an outstanding job of hosting the tournament given the extended days to maximize the usage of Latrace Field.

Overall, the season saw struggles in Summer All-Star season with the formation of teams.  This might have something to do with the increase of teams at the 18U AAA level in 2015.  Summer play was competitive and seemed to work with the twelve game schedule even with the qualifier tournament and “Qualifier off weekend” to fit in games.  This was able to be done by starting earlier at the end of June and ending August 2nd.  Overall, hoping to see more teams outside the Lower Mainland declare for Summer All-Star play and expose more players to competition throughout the Province.

16U – Orville Germaine



No Report


13U (Pee Wee) – Orville Germaine / Dave Barry


13U AAA (Pee Wee) – Orville Germaine




Total of 11 teams for summer with breakdown as follows:




North Zone – 0 teams


Interior Zone – 1 team:   Kamloops

Island Zone - 3 teams:  Victoria Black, Victoria Red, Nanaimo

Lower Mainland – 7 teams: Cloverdale, Abbotsford, Van. Minor, Richmond City, Coquitlam-Moody, Burnaby Minor, Ladner

Provincial Champ: Richmond City

Prov. Runner up: Cloverdale 

Provincial Winner Tournament: Triple Crown  San Diego Summer Sizzle, Aug 8-9,San Diego, CA. Team travelled down by plane Aug 6  and returned Aug 10. Richmond lost in semi-finals, played a total of 3 games.

Provincial Runner-up Tournament: Battle for Bats, July 31-Aug 2, Kennewick, WA. Team travelled down by bus July 30 and returned Aug. 3. Cloverdale lost in semi-finals, and then played Chilliwack 13U AA winner in final consolation game for total of 4 games played. 

Provincial Tournament, July 23-26, hosted by Greater Victoria Baseball Association. Other than struggling with the weather on the final day the tournament ran smoothly and was very competitive.

Again used a province wide, summer AAA schedule. 

Summer 2014:

A
AA
AAA

Summer 2015:

A     AA   AAA

North Zone

0
1
0

North Zone

1
1
0

Interior Zone

4
4
2

Interior Zone

5
2
1

Island Zone

5
5
3

Island Zone

4
6
3

L.M. Zone

15
12
9

L.M. Zone

18
11
7

Total


24
22
14

Provincial (girls)

0

Total


28
20
11



13U AA (Pee Wee) 




Total of 22 teams for summer with breakdown as follows:




North Zone – 1 team, 1 provincial berth




Interior Zone – 2 teams, 1 provincial berths

Island Zone - 6 teams, 3 provincial berths   **Congrats on Powell River fielding a summer team!




Lower Mainland – 11 teams, 4 provincial berths + host




Provincial Champ: Chilliwack

Provincial Winner Tournament: Battle for Bats, July 31-Aug 2, Kennewick, WA. Team travelled down by bus July 30 and returned Aug. 3. Chilliwack only won one game, with a highlight being their last game against Cloverdale 13U AAA team. Field size not an issue, Chilliwack simply struggle making routine plays and giving opponents extra outs.  Team played a total of 4 games.

Provincial Tournament, July 23-26, host Mission did a great job, especially given the challenging weather on the Friday and Sunday. The host volunteers were outstanding. The artificial turf mounds were instrumental in being able to play through wet weather.  

One forfeit and coach suspension due to Fair Play rule violation.


13U A (Pee Wee) 


Total of 28 teams for summer:  

North – 1 team, 1 provincial berth

Interior – 5 teams, 1 provincial berth

Island – 4 teams, 1 provincial berth

Lower Mainland – 18 teams, 6 provincial berths + host




Provincial Champ: Ladysmith




Provincial Tournament, July 31- Aug 3, host Surrey Canadian. 

Summary:

· Surrey did an excellent job hosting the tournament and had a very well-coordinated volunteer force

· Pool A of the tournament consisted of Abbotsford, Kamloops, Ridge Meadows, Newton Dodgers and Prince George

· Pool B of the tournament consisted of Ladysmith, Burnaby, Port Coquitlam, Newton Jays and Surrey

· Umpiring was excellent overall.  Surrey implemented a three man crew for the semi-final games as well as the final

· There were no ejections for the tournament

· There were only a few minor issues on pitch count procedure with the host volunteers making some errors which were quickly and easily rectified

· There was a three-way tie atop Pool A between Ridge Meadows, Abbotsford and Kamloops.  Abbotsford won the pool by a very slim margin on defensive runs per inning (all three teams had allowed the same number of defensive runs in their games amongst each other but Abbotsford had played one extra defensive inning) and Kamloops finished second in the pool based on head-to-head record with Ridge Meadows (thank you to Stuart for assisting in the tie-break procedure)

· One semi-final saw Burnaby (3-1) take on Abbotsford (3-1) with Burnaby winning a very close game 2-1

· The other semi-final had Ladysmith (4-0) playing Kamloops (3-1) with Ladysmith winning 9-0.  Ladysmith’s pitcher for the semi-final threw a perfect 7 innings, facing the minimum 21 batters and throwing only 66 pitches

· The final game was very tight with Ladysmith beating Burnaby 5-3
Overall review:
1) There were fewer teams playing at 13U AAA. Hopefully next year we can again get two AAA teams from Interior, exposing players to better competition. In general the majority of advanced players and teams come out of the areas of the province that tier and compete regularly against the highest possible competition.

2) Encourage a spring 13U AA league on Vancouver Island for 2016 season to aid in player development.

3) At 13U AAA want to continue with province wide schedule and hopefully reinstated wild card tournament.

4) At this time we are actively looking for tournaments on 2nd-4th weekend in August for AA winner and AAA winner and runner-up.

5) Fair Play Rule must be consistently enforced. It must be remembered that “intent” is not required for there to be violation.

6) Manpower an issue for Directors given that there were 3 separate tournaments at 13U level, to replace Nationals and Westerns. This issue could get worse if Wild Card tournament at 13U AAA reinstated.

7) BC Baseball 13U Selects: The drive-to tournament in Tri-Cities, WA was well received, as was the continued April/early May province wide tryouts followed by game evaluation. Playing on the 80/54 diamond was a fun challenge for the team which competed well against stiff competition. For next year will again look to play in a tournament within driving distance of the lower mainland, in the June 21-July 6 time window, at the 13U age division on the 80-54 ft. diamond. 
8) Consider adding a skills development camp for the 13U Division.
John Main



No Report
15U (Bantam) – Mike Kelly, Pat Weatherill, Eric Toneff


15U AAA (Bantam) – Mike Kelly

The 2015 U15 AAA was a very successful as per the tournaments and league play.  There were a few hic-ups but we will be meeting in the off season with the teams and their presidents.  We are presently organizing the fall ball season and at the conclusion of the season we will convene again to make plans for the 2016 season.



15U AA (Bantam) – Pat Weatherill



No Report



15U A (Bantam) – Eric Toneff



The tournament was hosted by Comox Valley Baseball and was a 10 team event.

The host association did a great job and the skills competition was excellent and involved all players from each team in different events.

Burnaby, Vancouver Community and PoCo ended the round robin with 3-1 records. Vancouver was given the bye based on best defensive runs. Burnaby and PoCo played a tie breaker, with PoCo lodging a protest because they were playing their 3rd game in one day. Their protest was denied. They went on to defeat Burnaby and advance to the final against Chemainus, who was the eventual winner.

There were 2 ejections during the tournament; both for players throwing equipment, neither ejection resulted in further action.

The tournament was well run and organized by Hina Smit and her team of volunteers.

11U (Mosquito) – Grant Butler




11U A: Cloverdale
North – 1 teams, 1 provincial berth

Interior – 0 teams

Island – 3 teams, 3 provincial berths

Lower Mainland ‐ 7 teams, 6 provincial berths

11U AA – Surrey Canadians
North – 0 teams

Interior – 3 teams, 2 provincial berths

Island – 1 team, 1 provincial berth

Lower Mainland ‐ 10 teams, 7 provincial berths

11U AAA T2 – Victoria
North – 0 teams

Interior – 2 teams, 1 provincial berth

Island – 4 teams, 3 provincial berths

Lower Mainland ‐ 9 teams, 6 provincial berths

11U AAA T1 – Cloverdale
North – 1 teams, 1 provincial berth

Interior – 2 teams, 1 provincial berth

Island – 2 teams, 2 provincial berths

Lower Mainland ‐ 7 teams, 6 provincial berths

Summer 2015
A 
AA 
T2
 T1
 Total

North Zone 

1
 0 
 0
 1
 2

Interior Zone

0
 3
 2
 2
 7

Island Zone 

3 
1
 4
 2
10

L.M. Zone

7 
10
 9 
 7 
33

2015 Totals 

11
14
 15
 12 
Grand Total: 52 teams

2014 Totals

14
10
 14 
 12 
Grand Total: 50 teams

This year we only blacked out one weekend for the Valley of Champions and asked that any changes be made between the teams involved, it worked out fairly well but a couple of games were rescheduled past the last date of the original schedule which led to problems with the hosting Associations in regards to programs, shirt orders and such. There were some complaints in regards to seeding and pools but without Tiering games between the

zones it’s difficult at best to keep this group of first and second timers happy. Going forward, I suggest that the directors be confirmed earlier and have each plan and look after their own division. Some feedback from a couple of the teams (mostly positive) points to more work needed with host associations.

Summary of 2015 11U Provincial Results
11U AAA T1 Gold: Victoria Silver: Ladner Bronze: Cloverdale and Ridge Meadows.

11U AAA T2 Gold: Duncan Silver: Tsawwassen Bronze: Campbell River and Victoria.

11U AA Gold: Surrey Silver: Newton Bronze: Burnaby Minor and South Burnaby.

11U A Gold: Victoria Silver: Abbotsford Bronze: Cloverdale and Nanaimo.



11U –A and AAA – Cloverdale



Ray Wearing, BCBA Director and Stuart Drysdale, BCBA Director

‐ A and AAA T1, Victoria won both.

‐ An ejection at each level. Dealt with at site no further discipline necessary.

‐ Everything else ran smooth, lots of complements for host and quality of umpires.



AAA 11U AAA Tier II - Victoria



Fraser Campbell, BCBA Director

Relatively uneventful tournament from a management perspective, complaints were related to:

‐ Strike zone of a particular experienced umpire to which I agreed with and spoke to him about. The umpire world seems to have an F U attitude lately so he continued on which earned him a switch from behind the plate for the final game to a spot on the bases.

‐ Duncan complained constantly about the draw, yet ended up taking the Gold.

Victoria organizers chose to use a couple of L‐1 umpires to give them experience at the Provincial level, who both did extremely well.

All in all, a good tournament.

11U – AA – Surrey Canadians



Janice Wright, BCBA Director

Surrey hosted an excellent 11U AA tournament with lots of compliments for the host committee and umpires.

Surrey won the gold with a 10 inning thriller over Newton. Burnaby Minor defeated South Burnaby in another close game for the bronze.
Rally Cap – Grant Butler


No Report
Tadpole – Grant Butler



No Report
COMMITTEES:



Girls – Val Greenwood 



After getting off to a slow start this year, we did end up with a fairly successful program.

The year started out with the passing of Wayne Bampton a long-time supporter and coach in the girls program.  His joy and enthusiasm for the game was greatly missed.  RIP Coach Bammer.

There were regular weekly training camps in Aldergrove for all age groups.  Some weekends were better attended than others so they were switched to twice a month.  Al Forman conducted Monday night training starting in March.  These were open to all age groups and Al had the help of some of the senior girls who also came out to hone their skills.  We entered only two tournaments this year for the 16U team, one in Newton and one in Burnaby.  

ID/Skills Camps were set up in the Interior, Island and the Lower Mainland, with fairly good turnout at all.  A three day ID camp was set up in Burnaby in July.  All players who wanted to try out for the 14U and 16U teams had to attend this camp to be eligible for selection to one of the two teams.  After the camp they entered the Burnaby Summer Fun Tournament.  Both teams were selected after the tournament was over.  Three (3) girls were selected to be on both the 13U and 16U teams so they had a busy two (2) weeks.

My thanks to Scott for setting this up and all the help I received this year.

My thanks to Al, Bruce Murdock, Darren Rock, Marty Van Der Loos, Rob Ross, Vince and Maurice Restoule and Scott for the long hours they put in to prepare the girls.

13U

We had difficulties fielding the 13U team this year due to the fact that a lot of players/parents would not make any kind of commitment to playing. Under the guidance of Vince and Maurice who were persistent, their endeavours to put a team together finally paid off.  Due to the lateness however, we were unable to enter them into any tournaments or league play during the summer.

The team went on to the Western Canada Girls Invitation Tournament in Yorkton, Saskatchewan in August and did well winning the gold.

My thanks to Vince and Maurice and Burnaby Minor Baseball for supplying Kensington Park fields and their support to the girls program.

16U

With head coach Darren Rock and returning coach Marty Van Der Loos the girls started training early in the year with weekly practice sessions.  All players were welcome to join in.  The team saw five (5) returning players from last year’s team and nine (9) new players.  The team was entered in the Newton and Burnaby tournaments.   Rob Ross from Aldergrove was added as a third coach.  The Newton Tournament was the first time the girls had played together as a team, Burnaby the second.

Due to some miscommunications and wrong information the 16U team was unable to enter into the BC Minor summer league as they have done in the past; therefore going into the National Tournament they had only played six (6) games as a team.  Normally they would have played about twenty (20). 

The team traveled to Saguenay, Quebec for the Baseball Canada 16U Invitational Championships.  The scores were pretty ugly, but they were by no means any indication of how the girls played.  They played hard but came up against strong teams (many who have taken to using our practice of playing the girls teams against the boys).  For the most part the girls were in all the games, but be it nerves or inexperience they had several innings in all three (3) games in the round robin where the wheels just fell of the bus and those nasty errors cost runs.   They went 1 – 2 in the round robin and finished with another loss to Nova Scotia 11 – 7 with the loss they finished in sixth (6th) one place better than 2014.

My thanks to Darren, Marty and Rob for a job well done.

Also, thanks to Aldergrove Minor Baseball for the use of their fields and support of the girls program.

21U

There was an attempt to put together a 21U team this year, with the intentions of attending the first ever 21U Invitational tournament in Nova Scotia.  If was a frustrating time for coaches, organizers, players and parents.  We had a team, and then didn’t, then did again and then the event was cancelled.  Now we know for next year what we need to do to be able to field a team.  

The team was to be coached by Darren, Marty and Chuck Peeling.

Seniors (19 and over)
The team this year was coached by Grant McDougall and Ken McKenzie.  The ladies also travelled to Saguenay for the National Championships where they place second (2nd).  Congratulations to the team and coaches.

Somewhat disappointed in the Senior girls who helped with the younger teams that they didn’t come and support them while in Quebec.

Thanks also go out to David Laing and the Board of Baseball BC for their continued support of the girls program.

Baseball Canada National Girl’s Tournament - Saguenay, Quebec - August 13 – 16, 2015

Due to the rainy weather the day before, all practices were cancelled due to poor field conditions.  When a tournament committee person was at the hotel to greet the other teams, they were asked if there were fields available to practice on as the weather was now okay, we were told that we could try and find somewhere on our own, but no transportation would be available.  Luckily having been there before we knew there were fields within walking distance from the hotel, so it was a matter of first come first serve so we were able to get some practice time in.  Not impressed
Banquet and Pre-tournament meeting was held at the hotel this year which made things much easier on everyone. 

Banquet went well – however all teams were a bit astonished that the Quebec teams all ate first.  Petty? Maybe, all banquets I and others have attended, the host are always the last to eat.  After a time, the MC came over to us and says “Sorry, forgot you guys so you can now join the line.”  Many of the other teams are already on seconds.  No boring speeches this year and MC did all the commentary in both French and English.

 Start of tournament

Very lopsided scores

No live streaming of games – but live updates of scores

Main field was okay but not in great shape – better than last year – no 8” spikes holding the pitching rubber in place.
Once again the rains fell and the first two (2) games were postponed.  Our First game against Quebec 2 was played as scheduled.  We came out victorious on this one by 15 – 5 and gave us much hope for the rest of the tournament.

Umpires were much better this year, still not that great, but at least they were consistently bad with both teams – still out of position on some calls and not paying attention on others - the two (2) senior male umpires were very good.

Thanks to Claire Eccles (National Girls Team and former player with BC teams) who came and talked to the girls and signed her trading cards for them.  Most didn’t know who she was but she came to be known as “Katrine’s sister”.

Game time was nine am against Ontario.  The ladies were definitely not morning people, didn’t play badly but couldn’t do a lot right either, score end with a 14 – 4 victory by Ontario.

Had all the team attend the Senior’s game later in the afternoon, hoping they might pick up some pointers and lend support to the ladies and former team mates.




Another day, another 9 am game, another loss




Girls played a strong game but couldn’t defeat a stronger Manitoba team




Umpires were much better today – really knew what they were doing




Errors were cut way down from previous games, but bats stopped working




Final was 11 – 1 for Manitoba 

In a placement game Team BC faced Ontario.  BC once again fell by a score of 8 – 3.  Playing on a smaller field we had several players who wanted to play hero and it became more of a game of “I’s” rather than a “team”.    After the game however, coaches were very diplomatic and told them they played well and lost as a team.

Final game between Quebec 1 and Ontario.  Good game, started out as back and forth until Quebec opened it up and finished with a 7 – 4 win giving them the gold for the second time in as many years.

“Closing Ceremonies”?  The two (2) winning teams along with Alberta were invited on to the field.  All other provinces had their teams in attendance and were completely snubbed by the tournament committee.  Everyone showed up thinking it would be the same as last year, with the teams present they would be asked to join the winning teams on field and be thanked for their participation but not so.  Members of Team Canada from Ontario and Quebec that were there were invited to join in and help present the medals, nice touch.

Overall the tournament itself was better run this year, but could still have improved; the lack of communications was still a real problem.  


Eligibility – Pat Weatherill



11 releases to date (Van Minor and Interior-Tom)

Boundaries - Brian Davis / Orville Germaine

‘

No Report


Rules – Stuart Drysdale / John Braaten



No Report


Discipline – Stuart Drysdale



No Report

Umpire Liaison – Stuart Drysdale


No Report
High Performance – Mike Kelly / Orville Germaine

No Report

NCCP – 

No Report

Risk Management – Stuart Drysdale



No Report
Coaching Development – Mike Kelly

No Report

Coaching Conference – Mike Kelly



No Report
Challenger Liaison – Grant Butler 



No Report
Grass Roots – Grant Butler - Janice Wright



No Report

Scholarship – Midget Directors



No Report
PR – Sponsorship – Marketing – Travel – Pat Weatherill 


No Report

NEW BUSINESS:

1)  Ad Hoc Committee
Fraser Campbell – Chair, John Braaten, Dan Dick (Abbotsford President),
Dan Williams (Mission President)

Board and association Presidents to have meeting with Baseball BC board plus a mediator (Ray Carter, President Baseball Canada)

Official request will be sent to Baseball BC 
John Berry and Mike Sarai are to recuse themselves
Have a conference call before hand

Purpose is to look at and work through the issues
Findings will be brought back to the board for further discussion

2) September Workshops
Interior – September 26 – 11:00 am – Kelowna - Sandman

Tom Katelnikoff, Janice Wright, Grant Butler, Anne Hayes
Island – September 20 – 11:30 am – Lake Cowichan

Fraser Campbell, Eric Toneff, Orville Germaine, Mike Kelly, John Braaten
Lower Mainland – September 13 – 10:00 am Sandman Signature – Langley 
3) Chilliwack – 18U AA
Middle of All-Star season withdrew from schedule
Not enough players due to discipline

Forfeited all games

Letter – re fine of $500.00

4) 2015 Scholarship Update

Two received to date
One to come by end of September

John B and Grant R to make final decision for October meeting

5) AGM

Location TBA – November 14 – 10:00 am

Light breakfast and lunch will be provided

Please RSVP with number and names of representatives by November 10th

6) KidsPlay – Fall Ball
Inquiry if we will cover for Fall Ball
Must have played in spring and/or summer

Do we accept multiple applications from same family

All applications to Janice Wright and Tracy Mabone

Review KidsPlay in December

7) Fall Ball – Canadian Nikkei Youth Baseball Club
Canadian Nikkei Youth team is registered with Vancouver Minor

All releases must be in place  for 15U

Team is made up from BCMBA, Little League and the PBL

Team goes to Japan bi-annually
New players MUST have insurance coverage

Fall Ball Review by division:


13U



Teams did their own schedule



Lower Mainland – 10 teams



Interior – 3 – Penticton, Kelowna, West Kelowna



Newton may have tournament



Coquitlam-Moody ran their annual tournament

15U A

Seven teams


Agassiz looking to host tournament first week in October


Richmond/North Delta playing – neither declared
15U AAA

Did their own schedules


Tournament on long weekend in October


Mid Fall Classic



September 24 – 27 at Latrace Field in Richmond



Four game guarantee



9 teams



Cost - $250.00 plus one dozen balls

Penticton, Rutland and Kelowna (3 teams) plus West Kelowna joining mid-season
Upper and Lower Island playing amongst them
8) Election Committee

Stuart Drysdale, Grant Butler and Pat Weatherill


Directors up for re-election

John Braaten, Orville Germaine, Dave Barry, Fraser Campbell, Tom Katelnikoff, Brenda Astroino

Directors up for re-election but undecided

Tracy Mabone, Brian Davis, Mike Kelly, Val Greenwood
Directors up for re-election but not running

Janice Wright

9) Banquet

November 14 after the AGM

Sandman Hotel – tickets will be limited
MOTION TO ADJOURN – 12:10 PM – F. Campbell / P. Weatherill
M/S/C

Next meeting October 6th at the Sandman Signature
