


 

OUR MISSION

The Ontario Volleyball Association is an 
athlete-centered association where dedicated 

volunteers and professional staff provide 
leadership in the growth and development of 

volleyball for all Ontarians.

OUR VISION

The Ontario Volleyball Association is a
 leading sport organization in Canada.

Unprecedented in many ways, 2020 has taken many of our best laid plans and forced us to 
pivot at a moment’s notice. From our Team Ontario Elite teams being forced to cancel their 
training trips to Europe mere hours from their scheduled departure, the postponement of 
both the Ontario and Canada Summer Games, or the cancellation of the Ontario  
Championships at the Enercare Centre, the last nine months has tested all of our  
contingencies.

While it’s been a tough road, we have been forced to travel, it is the resiliency and  
adaptability of our community which we should focus. Faced with the unprecedented  
difficulty, we have come together to help and support each other and kept our sport alive 
when many of us need it most.
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The success in returning to play following the initial fallout from COVID-19 should be attributed to the staff of the 
OVA. Their efforts in communicating with the appropriate public health and governmental agencies provided an 
important and necessary outline for how our sport would return. These protocols have allowed athletes, coaches 
and referees to get back doing what they love. These ever-evolving policies take careful consideration and constant 
communication. At a time when COVID-19 information can sometimes be confusing or contradictory, the OVA staff 
have been a valuable resource and have done their best to provide a clear and actionable path forward.

This past season witnessed several milestones for the OVA including our overall membership growing by four per 
cent, with the greatest individual increase of nine per cent, coming from our youth competition stream. Without our 
incredible clubs, this growth would not be possible. Your efforts in your communities is directly responsible for so 
many new athletes growing their passion for our sport. The creativity and resiliency you have shown has 
strengthened the backbone of our sport and continue to propel our sport forward to new heights.

We are closing in on the final days of the 2016-2020 Strategic Plan and will soon usher in our new five-year strategy. 
The process was an important act of collaboration, reflection and analyses and it’s these same ingredients that will 
be necessary to make the next five years successful. As so many of our stakeholders came together to contribute to 
this new plan, its success relies on that same level of investment. For a community that is never short of motivation, 
our future seems bright.

A YEAR OF  ADAPTABILITY, RESILIENCE AND 
GROWTH 

Adaptation and communication are crucial during the uncertainty we face. The transition of Team Ontario to the 
virtual world, the introduction of the OVA Academy, many Town Halls and the Team Ontario Coaches Summit 
provided access to programs and information that would not have been possible in their typical iteration. Our level 
of communication has been notable when we needed it most, and allowed us to consistently put our best foot 
forward.

Behind the scenes, the OVA board and staff have also been busy, recently moving forward with an upgrade to our 
registration system, reaching across boundaries to create the Diversity and Inclusion committee, and bringing 
together some of the strongest minds to our province to guide our Indoor Volleyball Development Committee.

And finally, we have found new ways to reach out to communities beyond the volleyball courts. Through the OVA 
Cares initiative, our members donated $15,000 to the Ontario Food Bank Network and stregthened a long-time 
partnership with CanuckStuff in the process.

Any of these achievements during a “normal” year would have been notable, but 2020 is anything but normal, 
making these accomplishments a little more rewarding for all involved. We have shown each other we are capable 
of working together and coming out of this challenging year stronger. It is through this resiliency and renewed 
commitment to community that we can see we are not only stronger now, but for the years to come.

Sincerely,

Blair Mackintosh 
President 
Ontario Volleyball Association
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MEMBERSHIP AT-A-GLANCE ONTARIO CHAMPIONSHIP
PARTICIPATION: 2016-20

INDOOR EVENT “OF-AGE” PARTICIPATION: 
2016-20INDOOR YOUTH ATHLETES

9,625

COACHES
3,774

RECREATIONAL PLAYERS
1,573TEAM CONTACT/OTHER

832

BEACH PLAYERS
298

REFEREES
723

Total number of OVA member roles: 16,825

Total number of individual OVA members
F20 12,703
F19 12,250

OVA membership saw an increase of 4%.

Over the last five years, the Ontario 
Championships has seen a 45.9% 
growth for of-age teams, with a year-by-
year growth of 7.7%.

Participation by “of-age” teams across all indoor events increased 45.3% through five years with an 8.1% growth from the previ-
ous year.

Incorporating cancelled events (accounting for 228 teams), the adjusted five year increase for indoor events is 35.4% and an 
annual increase of 0.7%.

BOYS

GIRLS

2016

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

619

2017

673

2018

731

2019

777

2020

837

PROVINCIAL CUP

CHALLENGE CUP

MCGREGOR CUP

BUGARSKI CUP

FURLANI CUP



  

COVID-19 CANCELS 
2020 ONTARIO AND NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

The 2020 Ontario Championships were on track to 
be the biggest Provincial Championships the OVA 
ever hosted. The six-day event at the Enercare 
Centre in Toronto was planned to embody a true 

sports festival atmosphere and serve as a bold 
exclamation point to cap the 2019-2020 indoor season. 

On March 24, 2020 following the advice from the 
Government of Ontario and Public Health Officials, the 
OVA made the decision to cancel the 2020 Ontario 
Championships due to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) 
pandemic. Much like the rest for sports around the world, 
competition would come to an abrupt end.

The announcement was made to the membership through 
the OVA website and social media platforms. The release 
read:

“In light of the uncertainty created by the evolving 
COVID-19 pandemic crisis, the OVA has made the 
difficult decision to cancel the 2020 Ontario 
Championships. The Championships were originally to 
be held April 16-21 at Enercare Centre in Toronto and 
the decision was made in collaboration with our 
partners that were assisting in the delivery of the 
event.

Given the rapid successions of shutdowns by various 
levels of Government and the uncertainty of running 
events at the scale of the OCs, the OVA wanted to 
ensure that the Championships would not contribute 
to the spread of the virus. In this global health crisis, 
the safety of our members, their families and the 
public remain the OVA’s paramount priority and this 
could not be guaranteed in delivering the OCs.

The Ontario Championships are a cornerstone of the 
OVA’s programming and an event which brings so 
much excitement to the athletes and membership and 
its cancellation bears a heavy weight on all of us. The 
reality that this will unquestionably disappoint the 
many who were looking forward to this moment is not 
lost on the OVA. All of the training and preparation 
that has been undertaken since the beginning of the 
season is applauded and the OVA couldn’t thank its 

members enough for the effort, commitments and time 
they have given to ensure that volleyball continues to 
develop with focus, integrity and strength. As stated, 
your well-being and health is what is most important to 
us and we do not want to put you in a situation where 
that is compromised.

The OVA encourages everyone to do their part to 
reduce the spread and chances of exposure to 
COVID-19. We remain hopeful that the situation starts 
to resolve as quickly as possible. As small as we feel 
as individuals in the face of this crisis, we are also 
coming to understand just what the OVA as the 
umbrella organization and the athletes, coaches, 
referees, partners and parents within it mean to each 
other. In the meantime, we must continue to stand 
together.”

On the same day, Volleyball Canada announced that the 
2020 Nationals would be cancelled and placed their 
release on their website and social media channels.

In the following weeks, Premier Doug Ford and the 
Government of Ontario would implement further restrictions 
on public gatherings and events that were enacted on the 
March 17 state of emergency. Ontario and the rest of the 
nation soon found itself under quarantine and Canadians 
were encouraged not to travel and remain in safety in their 
own homes.

The OVA closed its office following Provincial orders and 
staff began to work remotely from home. OVA operations 
continued and an online COVID-19 hub was soon created 
to provide members on timely updates on the pandemic 
through releases and virtual Town Halls. Information on 
Return to Play was included as we navigated through the 
various stages of Ontario’s Re-Opening Plan.

The patience and cooperation throughout the situation by 
all served as a testament to the strength of the Ontario 
Volleyball community and its focus and love for the sport. 
Please continue to stay safe and healthy as we return to 
our game in the safest manner possible.



  

ONTARIO CHAMPIONSHIPS
For the first time in OVA history, the Ontario Championships - the province’s hallmark 
volleyball event - had to be cancelled.The Enercare Centre was slated to feature 56 
indoor volleyball courts and more events and teams than ever before.

837 unique teams were set to compete at the 2020 Championships - an increase of 
7.7% from the previous year and a 49.5% increase when compared to the 2015 
Ontario Championships.

The Ontario Championships will return to Toronto at the Enercare Centre in 2023.

YOUTH COMPETITIONS
Despite the indoor season coming to an end prematurely as the COVID-19 forced a 
halt on sports around the world, the OVA was able to deliver an effective indoor 
schedule which saw more events and participants than in previous seasons.

The OVA was excited to hold another year of the Eastern Elite tournament which 
would have included teams from Quebec, Nova Scotia and Manitoba at Guelph 
University.The pandemic unfortunately intervened and the event was cancelled.

CONTINUAL GROWTH
A total of 510 OVA events were run - an 11.6% increase from 2018-19. Of the 510 
events, TIMU, the online scoring app was used at 319.

The regular season events had 4,697 team registrations. More boys teams were 
registered this year with an 14% increase while girls saw an increase of 9.9%. 
Noticeable increases were seen in the 13U and 17U boys and in the 13U and 
17U girls age divisions.

GRAND PRIX
Due to the pandemic, only the 17U girls and boys Grand Prixs were able to take 
place.The Gold and Bronze medal matches for both tournaments were broadcast 
thanks to WeeStreem and are archived on the OVA’s YouTube channel.

Winners
17UB: Maverick Rangers
17UG: Halton Hurricanes Category 7

In order to make the selections for the 16 and 18U Grand Prix All-Stars (as the 
tournaments were cancelled), a modified voting process was implemented.

Liam Kinahan KW Predators Ubuntu
Owen Mellon Pakmen Gold

Adam Shapcott Pakmen Gold
Zachary Taylor FCVC Icarus

Evan Moua KW Predators Ubuntu
Tony Yu Markham Unity Bounce

William McIntyre KW Predators Ubuntu

Jessica Andrews KW Predators Synergy
Payton Lightfoot MVC Olympus

Lauryn Hovey KW Predators Synergy
Mackenna Knox Hurricanes Category 6
Mikayla McBain Hurricanes Category 6
Maddison Vang KW Predators Synergy
Lauren Perugini Hurricanes Category 6

Maddison Vang KW Predators Synergy
Mya Newton Hurricanes Category 7

Payton Lightfoot MVC Olympus
Lauryn Hovey KW Predators Synergy

Holly Biasis Storm Monsoon
Madison Tuck Georgetown Impact

Carly Anderson Hurricanes Category 7

Julia Murmann Leaside Legacy
Katerin Georgiadis Leaside Legacy

Anna Maria Gadomski Leaside Legacy
Sasha van der Merwe Hurricanes Category 8

Lauren Pastor Pakmen
Madelyn Wong REACH Prime
Mary Stewart Storm Avalanche

Ben Moffat Maverick Rangers
Liam Rocheleau Storm Lightning

Markus Law-Heese Storm Lightning
Tobias Jeffries Niagara Rapids Legend
Teyven Blackmore Maverick Rangers

Cory Schoenherr KW Predators Ubuntu
Francis Del Vecchio Geants

Liam MacArthur Pakmen
Davis Young Pakmen

Maxime Gratton Maverick Mustangs
Isaac Heslinga Storm Voltage
Draydon Cheng FCVC Baobab

Cole Dunanson Pakmen
Derek Chiang REACH Havoc

16U 17U 18U

GRATTON & GEORGIADIS NAMED KEN DAVIES 
AWARD AND EVELYN HOLICK AWARD WINNERS
The OVA was proud to announce Maxime Gratton (Maverick Mustangs) and Katerina Georgiadis (Leaside 
Legacy) as the 2020 recipients of the Ken Davies Memorial Award and the Evelyn Holick Award, respectively. Both 
of these athletes have been outstanding representatives of volleyball through their performance in the sport itself 
and by their selfess acts off the court by aiding their local communities.    

They have chosen to pursue volleyball at the post-secondary level with Gratton signing with MacMaster University 
and Georgiadis heading to the United States for the University of  California - Santa Clara.

2020
ALL STARS



  

FACILITIES DEVELOPMENT
Better facilities were used over the 2019-20 season compared to the previous year as 
all age group averages were raised. All facilities used for indoor youth competitions 
were applied a ranking. The ranking ensures that higher age classes and divisions 
receive the highest quality facilities for efficient and quality events. The rankings also 
helped in removing unsuitable facilities for youth competitions.

The ranking system works through a 1-4 four scale (4 being the highest quality). The 
following averages were obtained over the course of 2019-20:

• 12-15U: 2.91 (vs 2.83 in 2018-19)
• 16-18U: 3.15 (vs 3.12 in 2018-19) 

The 2019-20 indoor season also saw an increase in facilities used in satellite 
locations (i.e. Ottawa/Kingston, North Bay/Sudbury, Windsor) when hosting 
high-level events (Championship, Select and Premier) with a total of 29 events. 
Compared to the previous indoor season, only 10 high-level events were run in these 
satellite areas. 

MORE SPORT COURT & NET SYSTEMS
The OVA purchased two sport courts which feature a new look and feel with state 
-of-the-art portable net systems from ELEVEN22 Sports which eliminates the need for 
water barrel net systems. We look forward to debuting these new court systems at 
the next Ontario Championships!

COMMUNICATIONS
The OVA website (ontariovolleyball.org) is the primary source of information for the 
Ontario Volleyball Association. In 2019-20, we strived to improve the content and 
make the user experience more friendly for the membership through slight 
rearrangements and configurations.

As COVID-19 became a more clear reality, the OVA developed its COVID-19  
information centre on the website to provide members up-to-date information as the 
OVA became aware of the latest pandemic developments. A comprehensive menu  
provided members information to assist in the navigation of Ontario’s three stages, 
from club, referee, coach and family resources and the important Return to Play 
protocols.

TOWN HALLS
In addition to the COVID-19 information centre, the OVA launched a series of regular 
Town Halls to keep members further informed on the pandemic updates and how it 
would impact the sport of volleyball as well as what to look forward to regarding  
operations. Beginning in June 2020, OVA Town Halls took place on a weekly basis 
before becoming a bi-weekly occurance. A total of 8 Town Halls were held in Fiscal 
20 and have been continuing since. These meetings have also given the  
membership an opportunity to address any concerns they might have (on any topic) 
and are provided with real-time answers from OVA staff and/or panel guests.

All of the OVA Town Halls have been curated on the OVA’s YouTube channel.

SOCIAL MEDIA
The OVA continues to be active on social media through its Instagram, Facebook and 
Twitter channels. These platforms allow the OVA to interact with the Ontario volleyball 
community and provide updates/news, promote OVA programs and help amplify 
communication efforts to the OVA’s members.

An increase across all social media channels was seen in 2019-20 in followers and 
likes. The most popular platform is Instagram, as the OVA receives the majority of 
member interaction through this channel.

Fiscal 2019 Fiscal 2020

13,600 15,497

Fiscal 2019 Fiscal 2020

6,391 7,029

Fiscal 2019 Fiscal 2020

6,799 6,918

Social Media following
The OVA saw a 9.9%  increase of followers across its social media presence. 

p 14%

p 10%

p 2%

@ova_updates

/OntarioVolleyball

@ova_updates

VOLLEYBALL FOR LIFE 
NEWSLETTER

22 issues of the OVA’s 
bi-weekly newsletter 
were sent in Fiscal 2020, 
keeping OVA members 
up-to-date with the latest 
devevelopments 
regarding volleyball in 
our province.



  

COACHING

1,961 individuals registered as Head and Assistant coaches

454 coaches participated in NCCP volleyball courses

137 coaches participated in Development courses

15 Development Coach Workshops 

8 Coach Evaluators were trained on the delivery of the new evaluation method

6 Advanced Development Coach workshops delivered (5 indoor/1 beach) 

Coach Development Week
September 2019

63 coaches attended 6 Development Coach Workshops
27 coaches used Volleyball Canada’s discount for the Foundations of Volleyball

Coaching Symposiums (Fanshawe College & Durham College)
59 coaches attended the two events which included the following speakers:
Niko Rukavina, Nathan Groenveld, Keith Wasylik, Kristine Drakich, Lucas Hodgson, 
Dave McIntyre and Patrick Johnston

REFEREES

723 individuals registered as indoor and beach referees

100 NEW referees certified through 13 indoor clinics

495 indoor referees took 21,149 quizzes through the RulesR online testing platform

218 referees participated in Let’s Talk Volleyball beach & indoor webinar sessions over  
the spring and summer of 2020 

9 referees completed the provincial upgrade program for indoor volleyball - 13 deferred

Samara Sevor and Brian Rancourt were re-elected to Region 3 and 5, respectively as the 
Regional Referee Chairs and Irena Zamboni was elected ast Region 6 Regional Referee 
Chair

Significant Assignments

Samara Sevor received a nomination to the World Military Games in Wuhan, China  
(October 18-27, 2019). Sevor was the R1 on the Men’s Bronze medal match and R2 on the 
Women’s Gold medal match.

Andy Cameron received a nomination to the Women’s Olympic Qualification 
tournament in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic (January 10-12, 2020).

Ontario was well-represented at the Canadian College Athletic Association (CCAA) and  
USports Championships with a total of seven nominations - the best in the country.

• Irena Zamboni: Men’s CCAA tournament in Fredericton, NB (March 11-14, 2020).
• Jennifer Adams and Mark Williamson: Women’s CCAA tournament in Quebec City, QC 

(March 11-14, 2020). Congratulations to Mark who was R2 on the Gold medal match.
• Jason Dodd and Andy Cameron were nominated for the Men’s USports Championship 

in Winnipeg, MB.
• Samara Sevor and Andrew Robb were nominated to the Women’s USports  

Championship in Calgary, AB.

Building Referee Capacity

The Ontario Trillium Foundation Grant for Building Referee capacity was completed in 
December 2019. The main outcomes in the third year of the grant were:

• Completing the build of the online Referee Engagement Centre.
• Three online courses were developed: Volleyball Foundations, Decision Making for 

Volleyball Referees and Skilled Interaction for Volleyball Referees.
• Gender Equity Workshop for Referees in Toronto (January 18-19, 2020)

• Two-day workshop focusing on gender equity and female referee development and 
support with referees from across Canada in attendance to participate.

• Speakers: Natasha Wesch, Guy Bradbury and Debbie Jackson.
• The workshop helped the OVA set targets for the upgrade and retention of female 

referees in Ontario in all operational plans moving forward. 



  

SEVORS TAKE CENTRE STAGE 

It takes a strong team to achieve any goal, 
but the Sevors have made it a family affair in 
2020. They continue to reach new heights 
and lead by example while doing so. 

Samara and Steve Sevor lead busy lives like 
many, chauffeuring their two busy daughters 
around to participate in organized sport, 
assisting with homeowrk, and navigating 
parenting duties during these unprecedented 
times. But it’s their quiet leadership that may 
be making the largest impact not only in their 
household, but on sport in Ontario and be-
yond.

Samara, the internationally qualified referee 
participated in her first assignment at the World 
Military Games in Wuhan, China in October 
2019 where she assumed the top duties on the 
stand for the men’s Bronze Medal match, before 
returning for the Referee 2 position for the 
women’s Gold Medal final. Slated to continue 
her Asia swing of assignments this past season, 
the matriarch was also nominated to attend the 
NextGen tournament in Vietnam in May, but 
unfortunately the event was postponed due to 
COVID-19.

While not on the court refereeing, Samara is 
the Head Coach for her daughter’s at Smash 
Raiders Volleyball Club and in her spare time, is 
volunteering as a member of the OVA’s 
Inclusion, Diversity & Equity Advisory 
Committee.

Standing by her side is her proud husband 
Steve, who in his own right, has made an 
incredible impact on sport in Ontario as the 
current Chef de Mission of Team Ontario for the 
upcoming Canada Games in Niagara 2022 and 
Prince Edward Island 2023.

Not stopping at being exceptional role models 
as parents, the Sevors are quietly paving the 
way one example at a time for girls, women and 
diversity in sport and Ontario and the OVA could 
not be prouder to call them one of their own.



  

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

SITTING VOLLEYBALL
The OVA continued its partnership with ParaSport 
Ontario to build upon the success of sitting volleyball in 
2019 by continuing to grow weekly programs at four (4) 
different children treatment centres in the GTA.

The Brock Niagara Penguins were the tournament host 
for the only tournament of the year which saw a record 
7 teams and 84 participants. The participants were a 
mix of persons with physical disabilities, cognitive 
disabilities and able-bodied persons.

ACTIVE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
PILOT (ACE)
The ACE pilot was designed to introduce all OVA 
grassroots programs in smaller communities where no 
club exists through engagement with schools, youth-
focused organizations, faith-based organizations and 
adult programs. The Essex/Chatham-Kent County area 
was the focus for the pilot.

The pilot was able to train 34 teachers and 4 Phys Ed. 
department heads in Spikes and Smashball in Essex 
County. Two Spikes and one Smashball program began 
at the Leamington District High School and the Sherk 
Centre with 45 children but were incomplete due to the 
pandemic. These programs provided volleyball 
opportunities for youth who are ESL, lower income and/
or residence of the local and youth homeless shelter 
through the collaboration of local churches and chapter 
of the United Way.

New Spikes programs were established in Clarington 
and Dresden which were led by faith-based 
organizations. Sixteen participants were able to be 
reintroduced to the game in Leamington via Spikes 
on the Beach in the Summer and Fall once COVID-19 
restrictions were lifted.

In the Durham District School Board, 18 teachers were 
trained to integrate sitting volleyball into their high 
schools through engagement with Durham Attack 
Volleyball Club and ParaSport Ontario.

All other events were cancelled due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. This included sitting volleyball at the 2020 
Ontario Championships and the annual Jumpstart 
Toronto & Uxbridge festivals.

VOLLEYBALL 4 LIFE
The Volleyball 4 Life (V4L) Participation Pathway is a new 
proposed recreation pathway for Ontario Volleyball to 
implement during the next strategic cycle through 
consultation from the OVA membership, the Indoor 
Volleyball Committee and the OVA Board. 

The V4L Participation Pathway targets three categories 
of members: Grassroots (Ages 8-12), Youth (Ages 13-19) 
and Adults (Ages 20-50+) with the following 
objectives:

• Implement a pathway to retain volleyball players through increasing participation opportunities in indoor volleyball at ALL

   levels (grassroots, youth, adults/masters).

• Improved competition formats for players to enjoy and develop, geared towards skill development with reduced barriers to  
   participation.

• Meet the participation needs of the growing playing population that are ages 19+ through competitions at the highest quality
   of delivery.

• Launch dates for the first set of competitions were scheduled for January 2021 but have been pushed back due to COVID-19 
   restrictions.

GRASSROOTS PROGRAMS
CORE PROGRAM PARTICIPATION NUMBERS

Youth Participants 1,032

106

72

639

41

55 1,087

TOTAL

114

74

669

41

6

2

30

-

Coaches

Female Coaches

Female Participants

Underserved Youth/Minorities



  

INCLUSION, DIVERSITY AND EQUITY 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE FORMED TO 
BETTER SERVE AND UNDERSTAND 
NEEDS 

The world changed quickly in 2020 
inspiring a global conversation and 
movement about how we all can 
contribute to strong global citizenship 

by embracing our diversity and building for a 
more inclusive future. The OVA recognized we 
were not immune and through this committee, 
engage those who play volleyball at all levels 
through this more focused lens. 

Striking the committee was the first step in 
many to come, evaluating our current policies 
and discussing necessary steps to ensure a 
true reflection of those who play or want to play 
the game of volleyball. We looked in the mirror 
and recognized we were part of the long-term 
solution.

Sprouting from the introduction and success of 
the Sitting Volleyball program and our ongoing 
efforts towards more women officiating and 

coaching, the Inclusion, Diversity and Equity 
Advisory  Committee was born following the rise 
in global social injustice awareness campaigns 
and rallies. Taking a step back to reflect on 
where we are as a community and organization, 
the goal of the committee is to educate and 
advocate for meaningful change for the collec-
tive good of the organization and future of our 
game. 

A sincere thank you to those who volunteered 
for the committee and a welcome to those 
joining in the future. Thank you for making 
Volleyball For Life mean even more than 
before.

CANADIAN RED CROSS GRANT EQUIPS 
MEMBERS WITH THE RIGHT TOOLS FOR COVID 
RESPONSE

The OVA was fortunate to receive a grant from the Canadian Red Cross to  aid OVA members when deliver-
ing volleyball programming across the province through the the Preventing Disease  
Transmission and Equpment Program. 

Targeting front-line workers responding to COVID-19 in low to medium risk environments, the Program supports 
those who are the most vulnerable to the impacts of the pandemic. The Training & Equipment program was able to 
deliver 650 OVA club staff and referees with a supply or personal protective equipment and training to ensure a safe 
delivery of their training/programs.

All OVA Club Executives, Referee Development Team members and OVA staff were provided access to complete 
the online training.

IDEAC Members
In addition to OVA Board members and staff, the following individuals have agreed to serve on the 
committee:

Name Organization Specialty

Andrew Robb OVA Officials Committee Chair Officials recruitment & education

Bryan Fautley Sobeys Olympic Support Program 2SLGBTQIA+

Ally Fast Niagara Penguins / Brock University Sport for persons with disabilities

Jessy Satti Pakmen Volleyball Club Athlete & coach diversity (Club)

Shanice Marcelle Canadian National Team Athlete & coach diversity 
(High Performance)

Jen Neilson York University Lions Women & girls in sport

Samara Sevor Multiple organizations Family needs

Hilary McGregor Indigenous Sport & Wellness Ontario Indigenous sport & communities

“The online training program is paramount in undertaking a safe return to volleyball. The 
Canadian Red Cross onlne training program helps our frontline support staff - be it Club 
Contacts, Referees, Coaches or OVA staff - to safely deliver on-court training sessions or events 
by giving them the knowledge and practical application of how to use PPE in a safe and 
effective manner. It has been a great help in assisting with the return to our sport and we are 
very grateful for the opportunity the Canadian Red Cross and Government of Canada have given 
our Association.”

- Alishia Lidums
OVA Director of Operations

This grant was not the only opportunity the OVA had recieved from the Canadian Red Cross as the Association was 
successful in obtaining support in another stream. Through the Granting Programs for Non-Profits opportunity, the 
OVA was able to bring Team Ontario Online during the summer (more info on the second grant in the Athlete 
Development section of this annual report).



  

BEACH VOLLEYBALL

WINTER BEACH TOUR

113  teams registered.
7 events ran between October 2019 and February 2020 at Downsview Park in North York. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the four remaining tournaments had to be cancelled. These events were at capacity with a total of 80 
teams registered.

ASHBRIDGES BAY BEACH VOLLEYBALL

Following the introduction of the OVA Beach Friendlies for the 
province’s youth, the Ashbridges Bay Volleyball League was able to 
resume for adults under modified regulations. From August through 
October, a modified eight week Summer/Fall session was delivered 
across leagues operating on Mondays to Fridays.

94 teams registered for a total of 400 participants. 

INVADO VOLLEYBALL

Invado was able to resume operations following the Return to Play 
protocols and offer volleyball programming at the OVA licensed satellite 
locations in Barrie, Pickering and London. While the Youth play league 
had to discontinued for this year, Adult 4s and 6s were offered as were 
Youth instructional and 2s.

Youth 2s spiked in registration across all three locations, marking a 
68% increase in Barrie. 
302 adults participated 

BEACH FRIENDLIES

As more communities entered Stage 3 of the Ontario Re-Opening Strategy during the summer, it became 
feasible to start running outdoor volleyball events. In response, the OVA created the Friendlies model for beach 
volleyball which focused more on safety, health, opportunity and fun than competition. In compliance with the 
Government of Ontario’s regulations and OVA Return to Play protocols, beach volleyball matches took place at 
the OVA’s satellite locations across the province in an exhibition style of play. A total of 60 events were offered. 
Toronto’s Ashbridges Bay became a viable option for the final two weeks of Friendlies as the City of Toronto 
moved into the same stage as the other locations.

695 teams participated during the months of August and September.

Breakdown:
Pickering - 262
London - 228
Horseshoe Resort (Barrie) - 193
Ashbridges Bay - 12



  

CANUCKSTUFF PARTNERS TO KICKSTART 
OVA CARES 

When CanuckStuff renewed their contract with the OVA in 2019, they anticipated being 
able to showcase their popular selection of merchandise at the Ontario Championships 
at the Enercare Centre in 2020. Little did they know when COVID-19 struck their strong  
connection to the volleyball community would deviate their path and strengthen their 

relationship with the OVA even further. 

Forced to evaluate an ever-changing situation, Ching Yiang, Mark Heese and their CanuckStuff team 
made an incredibly selfless pivot when the Ontario Championships was cancelled. Joining forces to 
proudly help OVA Cares, a branch of the OVA devoted to helping our members and greater 
community reach beyond the lines of the court.

Addressing an immediate need in many of our communities, OVA Cares and CanuckStuff selected 
Feed Ontario as the charity the initiative would support first. Working closely together, we raised and 
donated $15,000 to the Feed Ontario Food Bank drive, touching where many of the community’s 
members reside during a time of uncertainty and obvious need.

With innovative ideas and a willing partner who embraced this initiative, the OVA was able to help 
the community and strengthen the connection to our sport. We would like to thank all of our mem-
bers who supported the program. This is what makes volleyball amazing and brings generations of 
passionate players together for a worthy cause. 

Evaluate. Pivot. Appreciate.

OVA AND MIKASA RENEW PARTNERSHIP
The OVA and Mikasa Canada renewed a five-year partnership as the official 
supplier of OVA volleyballs for its programming, running effectively until 2024.

Two new volleyball models were introduced in 2020 as part of the 
partnership:

• The Mikasa V200W for 16-18U club and; 
• The VQ200W-OVA, an OVA specific ball for 13-15U club. 

“We’re very pleased to continue our partnership with Mikasa. For years they’ve provided OVA 
and its athletes with volleyballs of the highest standard. It speaks to their passion of the game 
and persistence to grow the sport in this province and provide the best performance possible 
for the athletes.”

- Alishia Lidums
OVA Director of Operations

OVA SIX PACK TRIVIA
During the summer, the OVA ran an eight-week trivia series to support the OVA 
Athlete Assistance Fund. Using Kahoot!, an array of topics were posed to 
participants as a fun way not just to broaden and test general knowledge, but 
knowledge on the OVA and the sport of volleyball.

Running on Tuesdays from 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., each week saw an average of 
60 players race the clock to obtain the highest score and bragging rights for the 
week. Donations to the Athlete Support Fund were encouraged.

The partnership between the OVA and Mikasa began in 2010.

V200W VQ200W



  

SEWING THE SEEDS FOR GROWTH IN 
ATHLETE DEVELOPMENT 

Finding seeds of growth has been a 
rewarding experience few saw coming 
when the athlete development team laid 
out their plans last season. With all of the 

boxes ready to be checked, it took a pandemic 
to water and nurture an altered plan that has 
been nothing less than satisfying for all of those 
involved. Relying heavily on face-to-face 
interactions in the past, a reset was required to 
engage coaches and athletes alike who were 
unwilling to quit, albeit temporarily, on their 
season and development. 

One event circled on the calendar was the Team 
Ontario coach symposium. For the first time, 
all Team Ontario coaches and collaborators 
were scheduled to come together in April to 
build relationships and solidify the program’s 
alignment from the grassroots to Team Ontario 
Elite. With the event being cancelled due to 
COVID, some quick maneuvering by the team 
assisted in transitioning the opportunity to a 
digital format. The same month, a series of nine 
coach development webinars were offered to 
the community. Well received speakers and a 
mental health medicine desperately needed 
for the coaches, the two events kicked off the 
OVA’s digital evolution resulting in coaching 
and mentorships becoming more accessible in 
Ontario and beyond.

Building on the symposium’s success, Team 
Ontario would be next to make the transition 

focusing on the less glamourous areas of the 
game including nutrition, mental performance 
and strategy, all of which lay the groundwork 
for the future progression within the sport. Team 
Ontario Academy was also another 
beneficiary of the modification and nearly 400 
athletes joined to maintain their sense of 
normalcy while engaging in new areas of 
volleyball they otherwise would not have had an 
opportunity to explore.

It hasn’t been easy, but delivering on the 
promises of making volleyball accessible has 
made strides, even if it meant planting a new 
row of seeds to grow and trying a new 
vegetable only to realize it tastes pretty good 
and we might want to taste it again.

“Every challenge, every adversity, contains within it the seeds of opportunity and growth.”
- Roy T. Bennett

ATHLETE DEVELOPMENT

903 605 226
Players evaluated through 
video and/or in person.

Team Ontario Online 
athletes.

Online sessions offered 
during the summer.

HIGHLIGHTS

• 8,686 total training days accumulated by athletes.
• 272 players registered for the Beach Identification process.
• 116 beach training sessions were held during July, August 

and September in Toronto, Kingston, Kitchener/Waterloo and 
London.

• 85 coaches selected.
• 73% of the coaching staff on female teams were women. 

This was an increase of 12% from the previous year.
• 73 athletes attended beach training sessions, including 20 

Team Ontario Indoor players
• Launch of Team Ontario Online and Team Ontario Academy.

TEAM ONTARIO BY THE NUMBERS

ACADEMY
Team Ontario Academy
234 athletes
14 coaches

Team Ontario Academy (14U)
164 athletes
38 coaches

INDOOR
Team Ontario Black
37 girls      44 boys

Team Ontario Red
35 girls      38 boys

BEACH
Team Ontario Beach
35 girls      38 boys

OPHSI
13 girls      4 boys



  

TEAM ONTARIO MOVES ONLINE

Normally, Team Ontario indoor and 
beach training camps would have been 
running in July and August but when it 
became clear that these events would 

not be allowed due to the pandemic, it was 
decided that all programming would take place 
online.

A full Team Ontario Online program was created 
in a virtual setting that addressed the four pillars 
of the Volleyball Canada Athlete Development 
Framework:

• Technical/Tactical Training
• Physical Training
• Psychological Training
• Life Skills Training

The athletes were split into four different groups 
based on discipline and skill level:

• Team Ontario Black (17U)
• Team Ontario Black Beach (18U)
• Team Ontario Red (16U)
• Team Ontario Red Beach (16U)

Between June 27 and July 31, there was over 
160 Zoom sessions took place to keep the 
athletes engaged and educated.

We want to thank all of the coaches for your 
hard work, flexibility and commitment to the 
online program. Your ability to pivot to the digital 
delivery for Team Ontario this year has been 
short of amazing! The programs benefitted 
greatly from your knowledge, experience and 
passion for volleyball. We are very grateful to 
have you in the program!

TEAM ONTARIO ROSTERS

BLACK (INDOOR)

ELITE

BOYS
Adrian Gaspar
Aidan Sciberras
Anthony Ivanovski
Anthony Tanouchev
Azim Raheem
Brendan Mills
Charlie Maynard
Connor Finnie
Cory Schoenherr
Daniil Hershtynovich
Easton Sarich
Fehin Awobodu
Haben Yohannes
Jacob Schweyer
Jacob Rainville
Jasraj Nijar
Kaden Schmidt

BOYS
Ahmad Abdelaziz
Braeden Sears
Cameron Chadwick
Cole Duncanson
Connor VanderKuip
Cory Schoenherr
Francis Bessette
Isaac Heslinga
Jacob Ferland
Kylar Code

GIRLS
Alexa Shields 
Anna Scarfe
Anna Wilson
Aryn Markett
Atara Kuruppu
Ava Ebert
Bronwynn Davies-Neira
Cheyenne Hlady
Emily Foest
Emma Jose
Eva Warwick
Grace Melnick
Harper Schaefer
Holly Biasi
Isabella Tehrani
Jessica Andrews
Jordyn Brearley
Kaiya Tyson

GIRLS
Aimee Lemire
Atara Kuruppu
Cheyenne Hlady
Emily Foest
Hayley Brookes
Jennifer Zhu
Jessica Andrews
Mia Miskovic
Nicole Wernham
Phoenix Lee

Liam Rocheleau
Liam Kinahan
Matthew Tautrims
Matthew Rugosi
Mitchell Weber
Nicolas Folz
Nikola Mitrovic
Owen Mellon
Peyton Fulmer
Quinn Levinson
Samuel Deschenes
Teyven Blackmore
Tobias Jeffries
Will McIntyre
Zachary Taylor
Zack Reimer
Zack Schram

Kate Lamothe
Lauryn Hovey
Mackenzie Scott
Maddison Vang
Maddy Lutes
Madison Tuck
Mya Newton
Oseremhen Odigie
Pascale Galarneau
Payton Lightfoot
Rachael Capasso
Robin Henshaw
Sydney Gill
Sydney Scatcherd
Tara Garvey
Tia Shum
Viktoria Walhgren

Coaches:Frank St-Denis, Matthew Ragogna, Danny 
Gosselin, Jon Orrett, Gregory Pilorge

Coaches:Jimmy El-Turk, Natasha Spaling, Matt Schnarr, 
Lisa Watson, Craig Barclay, Gerry DeGirolamo

Liam MacArthur
Maxime Gratton
Nolan Shapcott
Vincent Berendsen
William Deschamps

Head Coach:
LP Mainville

Rachel Gray
Sasha van der Merwe
Sullie Sundara
Tia Shum

Head Coach:
John Nguyen

First off, thank you so much for all you did this summer 
for Team O and for the athletes. We wanted to thank 
you each in person before the end of the summer 
season but missed doing that with the changes in the 
end of the summer session timing.

You all took a risk in very uncertain times to balance the 
wants and needs of the athletes and their/your safety 
first and foremost.

The online sessions were great and Colin really enjoyed 
them and when the time came for slow introductions to 
on-court sessions, the approach and procedures that 
you all followed were first class. Thanks very much for 
doing this in the way you did.

- Parent

I enjoyed being able to connect with my teammates 
every week and putting in the time and work to better 
myself mentally, in the kitchen, getting physically 
stronger and tactically smarter.

- Athlete

I really liked the opportunity to learn about off court 
things like nutrition and mental health/evaluation. I 
enjoyed getting to take the time to learn about strategy 
and get in touch with coaches despite the pandemic.

- Athlete

FROM THE COMMUNITY

“

“

“

”

”

”

Thanks to the support of the Canadian Red Cross Granting Programs for Non-Profits, the OVA was able to 
adapt indoor and outdoor athlete development streams to the virtual setting. Modifying sport to exist in the 
COVID-19 reality, athletes continued to learn in the face of physical distancing.

“The project was a big success for us. Being able to turn around and build an online program has allowed 
199 athletes to connect with each other, their coaches and with volleyball in a way that wouldn’t be possible 
otherwise. We are extremely grateful to the Canadian Red Cross and Government of Canada for their 
financial support.”

- LP Mainville
OVA Director of Athlete Development

THANK YOU TO THE CANADIAN RED CROSS AND GOVERNMENT OF CANADA



  

RED (INDOOR)

BOYS
Adam Shapcott
Antoine Cazabon
Baxter Scholberg
Cole Francis
Conor Doran
Dejan Ljubicic
Dennis Cota
Eric Reci
Erik Sachik
Evan Deighan
Evan Moua
Gabriel St. Pierre
Izaak Zabjek
Jack Mackley
Jackie Lu
Jacob Nowak
Jeshan Anandrajan
Justin Banks
Justin Gauthier Barber
Kaden Reid

GIRLS
Abby Delamere
Alexia Lemay-Evans
Alona Clinansmith
Anna Arellano
Calinda Kok
Chayse Victoria
Chelsea Siebenga
Claire Carter
Claudia Morelli
Cole Comia
Daryan Chadwick
Delaney Watson
Ella Piskorz
Emma Clements
Geneva Huisman
Giulia Chimilovski
Grace Bornais
Hailey Holland
Jasmine Purakal
Jessie Buck

Kaleb Robinson
Kyler Francis
Lazar Paroski
Leo Lin
Leo Dufour
Lukas Wong
Markus Radtke
Michael Hickey
Nathan Peters
Nigel Mason
Owen Pickering
Patrick Charbonneau
Quinn Foley
Reed Venning
Ryan Vriezema
Sallahuddin Khan
Thomas Dufour
William Forhan
Yaroslav Svidtriskiy

Katarina Kovacevic
Kennedy Stevens
Kennedy Millin
Kya Gordon
Lauren Perugini
Lauren MacPhail
Lori-Ann Gaboury
Mackenna Knox
Maja Susa
Meghan Kociancic
Mikayla McBain
Olivia Julien
Olivia Zhu
Paige Owen
Sophia Matias
Teona Treskounov

Coaches: Brad Douwes, David Ta, Kelly McGuire, 
Steven Dow, Shayne White

Coaches: Nathan Janzen, Joellen Barr, Larissa 
Byckalo, Adam Petrie

BEACH (RED & BLACK)

BOYS
Adam Johnston
Aidan Veenstra
Alexandru Ignat
Ben Moffat
Brady Paterson
Colin Lash
Coner MacConnell
Daniel Nikashov
Dillan Morphet
Edwin Yu
Ethan Olejnik
Evan Krtiz
Griffin Grainger
Harrison Wilson

GIRLS
Angelika Vidmar
Anya Bruni
Ava Khademi
Brianne Whalen
Briar Crerar
Cameron Knifton
Elina Zvigelsky
Emma Glagau
Emma Kunaus
Emma Braticevic
Julia Typa
Kameryn Vanwallengham
Karolina Sobachenkova
Kennedy White

Isaiah Evans
Jack Stanley
Jason McPhee
Jon Droppert
Kenneth Mann
Logan McCallum
Lukas Timusk
Nathan McNeil
Nolan Shapcott
Oliver Toomes
Sean Saldanha
William Egan
Wyatt Lightfoot

Kiki Drozd
Maya McNabney
Meghan Vrolyk
Olivia Chychrun
Rhea Kohl
Ruby Sorra
Sarah Harland
Sarah Incitti
Sonya Bogatchev
Sophia Hladyniuk
Syree Tucker
Tatum Finlanson

Coaches: Eddie Coleman, Brad McClure, Ashley 
Nixon, Keaton Proud, Darren O’Neil (Canada Games), 
Matt Golas

Coaches: Angie Shen, Jason Marchant, Brett Hagarty, 
Hailey Wort, Amanda Harnett, Patrick Zumpano

BEACH

BEACH OHPSI

BOYS
Ben Kerkhoff
Jonathan Pickett
Markus Law-Heese
Steven Abrams

GIRLS
Arielle Palermo
Ava Mann
Chessy Stanschus
Dana Roskic
Dhivya Shirley
Jaime Santer
Jasmine Safar

INDOOR WOMEN (U20)
Victoria D’Acre
Hannah Duchesneau
Anna Gadomski
Katerina Georgiadis
Phoenix Lee
Aimee Lemire
Emma McKinnon
Grace Melnick
Julia Murmann
Lauren Pastor
Jenna Pollock
Madyson Saris
Amanda Siksna
Mary Stewart

Assistant Coaches: Jennifer 
Neilson, Jimmy El-Turk 
Statistician: Nathan Janzen
Team Manager: Dale Melnick

INDOOR MEN (U19)
Teyven Blackmore
Quinn Levinson
Owen Mellon
Brendan Mills
Nikola Mitrovic
Azim Raheem
Jacob Rainville
Liam Rocheleau
Easton Sarich
Cory Schoenherr
Jacob Schweyer

Assistant Coaches: Ian Eibbitt, 
Gabriel De Groot

INDOOR MEN (U21)
Steven Abrams
Zach Christensen
Sam Cooper
Michael Donovan
Cole Duncanson
Josh Fadare
Maxime Gratton
Isaac Heslinga
Cole Ketryzinski
Alex King
Erik Siksna
Dax Tompkins
Jackson Young

NATIONAL EXCELLENCE PROGRAM

Jenna Pollock
Payton Lightfoot
Madyson Saris
Tara Garvey
Viktoria Wahlgren

MEN’S NATIONAL TEAM
TJ Sanders
Stephen Maar
Sharone Vernon-Evans
Arthur Szwarc

WOMEN”S NATIONAL TEAM
Autumn Bailey
Layne Van Buskirk
Jazmine White
Shainah Joseph
Jennifer Cross

WOMEN’S A (SENIOR) TEAM
Sara Pavan
Melissa Humana-Paredes 
Heather Bansley
Brandie Wilkerson 

WOMEN’S B (NEXT GEN) TEAM
Julie Gordon
Amanda Harnett 
Alina Dormann
Molly McBain 

WOMEN’S SUMMER PROGRAM
Anna Licht
Laura Condotta
Rian Lenarduzzi
Becky Tresham
Lea Monkhouse

MEN’S SUMMER PROGRAM
Mitchell Neuert
Evan Falardeau

MEN’S B (NEXT GEN) TEAM
Aaron Nusbaum
Liam Kopp 
Jake MacNeil
Sergiy Grabovsky
Chris Towe 
Will Hoey

MEN’S A (SENIOR) TEAM
Sam Schachter
Sam Pedlow
Grant O’Gorman

NATIONAL TEAM PLAYERS FROM ONTARIO

Jessica Ennis
Jia Lonardi
Josephine Sek
Kate Clermont
Mikayla Law-Heese
Megan Monteith



  

w

OVATION AWARDS
The pandemic would not deter the OVA from delivering the annual celebration 
of the OVAtion Awards, recognizing individuals who have made lasting impacts 
on the sport in Ontario, and especially during a year where the hard work, 
innovation and dedication of the members needs to be applauded. The 2020 
OVAtion Awards pivoted to an online celebration through OVA social media as 
the virus prevented indoor gatherings to the scale of an awards banquet to take 
place. 

WWThe OVA Hall of Fame class of 2020 was unfortunately postponed and 
re-scheduled for a 2021 date.

Below are the recipients of the 2020 OVAtion awards:

DIANE WOOD SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

COACHING AWARDS

Paul Panagiotou

Ray Kong

David Ta
Male Coach of 

the Year

Corinne Williams

Dale Huddleston

Jenny Pellegrino
Female Coach of 

the Year

Lesley-Anne 
Masters

Peter Stratford

Keaton Proud
Male Development 
Coach of the Year

Lisa Bennett

Meagan Nederveen
Female 

Development 
Coach of the Year

RECOGNITION AWARDS

Albie O’Hanian

David Lightfoot

Karen Graham

Margaret Sawicka

Vito DeGiorgio

Al Tkachuk

Derek Kokkinen

Karen Lee

Mira Nam-Wong

Wally Verschoor

Andrew Palazzi

Drew Donaldson

Katie Hutchinson

Ricky Chak

Zac Hutcheson

Andrew Wong

Fadi Boutanos

Kelly-Jean
Rochefort

Steve Leknois

Cassidy 
Nicholson-Clarke

Gerry DeGirolamo

Lisa Watson

Tara Williams

Dan Lord

Irene Barras

Lucia Kalmeyer

Tom Ellison

SCARBOROUGH SOLARS AWARD OFFICIALS AWARD OF MERIT

CORPORATE AWARDCOMMUNITY OUTREACH AWARD

Mitchell Neuert Anna Licht Andy Cameron

Tourism TorontoNiagara Brock Penguins



  

ONTARIO TRILLIUM FOUNDATION

LONG TERM REFEREE DEVELOPMENT 
REFEREE ENGAGEMENT CENTRE

The multi-year project funded by the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation to develop Ontario’s refereeing segment has 
been completed.

The main goal from the grant was to improve the devel-
opment and delivery of referee educational services to 
the Ontario Volleyball and Volleyball Canada member-
ships. This was done through the alignment of educa-
tional programs with the long-term athlete development 
model to enhance referee recruitment, development and 
retention all the while creating a culture of inclusiveness 
among all participants.anquet to take place. 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures & Net Assets

Revenue
 Programs - tournaments, fees and other
 Memberships
 Grants - Government of Ontario
 Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy
 Grants - Other
 Sponsorships
 Investment Income
 Other
 Publication sales
 Fundraising
 Nationals (Indoor)
 Grants - Trillium Fund

Revenue Total

Expenditures
 Programs 
 Administrative salaries and benefits
 Other administrative costs
 Communications
 Special events
 Meetings
 Amortization of capital assets
 Publication costs

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues over Expenditures

2020 

2,339,881
551,743
428,759
307,189
104,511

77,396
40,360
26,962
13,161

5,983
-
-

3,925,549

2020 

3,210,619
363,096
184,940

60,116
33,188
32,453
30,633
10,504

3,895,945

$ (29,604)

2019 

5,060,351
524,436
353,132

-
106,213

89,454
57,883
29,786
13,643

6,051
35,000

6,304

6,282,253

2019 

5,276,061
410,086
256,465

23,481
64,460
52,008
59,099
10,666

6,152,325

$ 129,928

Objectives
• To create a pathway for referee recruitment and education that is reflective of the Ontario 

sports community.
• To integrate and align the technical development of referees within the strategies and learning 

of athlete development using the principles of long-term athlete development as approved by 
the Government of Ontario for indoor, beach and sitting volleyball.

• To improve the theoretical and technical skill set of referees by improving the engagement in 
e-learning technologies and enhancing the understanding the stages of a player’s technical 
development and applying those to referee development skills.

• To facilitate and prepare high performance athletes and coaches for more competitive levels 
of competitions (indoor, beach and sitting volleyball).

• To provide a template that may be considered a potential development plan for other sport 
organizations throughout Ontario and other national sport organizations.

Activities
• 1,893 responses were gathered through the completion of five Referee Engagement Centre surveys.
• Referee Engagement Centre (REC) launch in September 2018. The REC would serve as an online portal to sup-

port and encourage referee engagement.
• From 2016-19 the Ontario Volleyball Referee Mentor Project and Rules Development Program were implemented. 

The Mentor Project saw 1,006 referees participate and 2,468 cumulative Ontario referees participated in the Rules 
Development Program.

• Three working sessions were held with 106 participants. These included two REC user workshops (Toronto, 2018 
and Ottawa, 2019) and a Refereeing and Gender Equity summit (January, 2020).

• Referee Engagement Template development.

FINCANCIALS



  

OVA STAFF

Jo-Anne Ljubicic
Executive Director

Louis-Pierre Mainville
Director of Athlete Development

Alishia Lidums
Director of Volleyball Operations

Jennifer Harkness
Director of Finance & 
Administration

Carrie Campbell
Manager of Indoor Programs

Mark Wiersma
Youth Competitions Lead

Kaitlin Maylon
Indoor Programs Coordinator

Suzanne Wallace
Manager of Beach Programs

Angie Shen
Senior Beach Development 
Coach
Lauren Breadner
Athlete Development Lead

Mylene Andrade
Athlete Development
Coordinator

Kelvin Cheng
Operations Lead

Lindsay Bax
Manager of Marketing & 
Business Development
Dylan Brennand
Communications Coordinator

Kerish Maharaj
Manager of Grassroots and Community 
Outreach Chery Bennett

Membership Services CoordinatorOklend Llakaj
Operations Coordinator

Mario Rando
Accountant

Operations Athlete Development

Finance & Administration

Marketing & Communications
Statement of Financial Position

Assets
Current
 Cash
 Investments
 Accounts receivable
 Inventory
 Interest receivable
 HST recoverable
 Prepaid expenses

Current Assets Total

Capital Assets 
Intangible Assets
Long Term Assets
Deposits

Liabilities
Current
 Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
 Harmonized sales tax payable
 Deferred revenue
 Payable to members

Long Term Debt
Deferred Revenue 

Net Assets
 Contingency Reserve Fund

2020 

1,116,778
248,736
269,284

4,330
30,264

-
41,834

1,711,226

280,803
12,000

288,779
135,891

2,428,699

2020 

174,559
1,565

157,186
384,545

717,855

40,000
60,202

818,057

1,610,642

2,428,699

2019 

694,461
603,501
272,568

5,863
25,276
53,892

252,938

1,908,499

271,904
18,000

536,348
133,756

2,868,508

2019 

670,085
-

201,162
313,478

1,184,725

-
43,536

1,228,261

1,640,246

2,868,507

FINCANCIALS



 

PARTNERS & SPONSORS

We would like to thank all of our sponsors and partners for helping the OVA and our mission of growing the sport 
of volleyball across the province. Thank you for all of your support!

 LIST OF OVA COMMITTEES
INDOOR VOLLEYBALL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Members
Bruce Stafford (Co-Chair) Chris Lawson  OVA Staff
Paul Pavan (Co-Chair)  Darren Ervine  Jo-Anne Ljubicic
Alix Krahn   Dave McIntyre  LP Mainville
Allison Haley   Erica Naccarato  Alishia Lidums
Bo Brkic   Keaton Proud
Brenda Willis   Sean Pellow

ATHLETE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Members
Corinne Williams    OVA Staff
Shayne White     LP Mainville
Ian Eibbitt     Lauren Breadner
Brian O’Reilly     Angie Shen   
   

AWARDS & RECOGNITION COMMITTEE
Members
Danny Gosselin      OVA Staff
Samara Sevor      Jo-Anne Ljubicic
Brenda Willis      Alishia Lidums
Kristine Drakich      Chery Bennett
John Nelson      

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Members
David Woods, CPA, CA  Linda Melnick, MA OVA Staff
John Nguyen, CPA, CA  Frank Cain, BA  Jennifer Harkness, MBA  

REGIONAL COUNCIL
Chair      
Danny Gosselin   

Region 1   Region 4  OVA Staff
Tony Curciarello  Kiara de la Cruz  Alishia Lidums 
Region 2   Region 5  
Danny Gosselin   Daniel Shremer
Region 3   Region 6
Tauri Caputo   Irena Zamboni

REFEREE COMMITTEE
Members
Andrew Robb   Antonio Curciarello OVA Staff
Andy Cameron   Brian Rancourt  Kelvin Cheng
Jason Dodd   Samara Sevor  Alishia Lidums
Bob Rocque   Lynn Watkins
John Gillis   Jennifer Adams
Al Tkachuk   Irena Zamboni
Chris Goetz   


