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Welcome to the 2013-2014 USA Volleyball sea-
son with the Iroquois Empire Volleyball  

Association (IREVA).  
 
I and our Board of Directors are very excited 

about this season and are working diligently to 

improve, not only our communication with the 

membership, but also: 

 our IREVA presence in and out of the  

      region, 

 our connection with schools and other or-

ganizations to build beneficial  

     partnerships to grow and develop our 

sport, as well as, 

 our availability & resources to assist  

      members in getting every volleyball   

      opportunity they seek. 

 

While USAV is more than capable, and will-

ing, to assist us in any venture that will grow 

the game, we need, as is always the case, people 

to get involved and work together in identify-

ing what those ventures are and how we are go-

ing to get them started and keep them going 

strong. 

One of our main goals is to include YOU as an 
integral part of our ever growing process of 

Visit IREVA on Facebook. 

www.ireva.org 



positive change, as well as, keeping you informed of each and every change as 
they are implemented. We want, and need, to hear your thoughts and ideas 
about everything from new programming initiatives to how to improve upon, 
or restructure, our current policies and procedures to best meet your needs.  
 
Our Annual Administrative Meetings for all Club Directors, Team Reps, Club 
Admins, and Tournament Directors have proven to be well attended and bene-
ficial with regard to meaningful interactions between those actively participat-
ing in IREVA and those representing IREVA on its Board. Of course, we will 
need your help in taking part in making any approved changes come to fruition 
through assistance in the planning, staffing, and implementation of the events 
or programs.  
 
If you haven’t, to date, please join IREVA on Facebook and pass it on to any 
and all we should be communicating with about all of the volleyball opportuni-
ties available in and through IREVA. Our Communications Director [Karen 
Bauer], or any other Board member you may know, is just a call or click away 
(see the Contact Info page on our website) if you have ideas on how we can 
make ours a Facebook page that everyone wants to be a part of and follow.  
 
We have reallocated resources for our Marketing Director [Kristen Gaudreau], 
newly appointed Youth and Boys Development Coordinator [Justin Besaw], 
Professional Volleyball League Coordinator [Chris Hosley], and Outdoor / 
Related Sports enthusiasts to assist us in taking on any initiatives in the under-
developed areas of boys, youth, adult PVL, outdoor, deaf, and sitting volleyball 
in our Region. But as mentioned, we need those with an interest to step up and 
talk with these folks about programming ideas, as well as, who else may be able 
to help, what specific events / programs we can begin, when and where we can 
make them happen, and how we can get participants to attend!  
 
We will continue our efforts in and support of our ever growing High Per-

formance Program, up and coming Referee Development Program, increas-

ingly active Adult and Junior Committees, and all Coaching Development op-

portunities.  Please contact us with your interest in any of these areas whether 

it is as a participant, volunteer or positive contributor in any way. 

If you need anything to make your club/team events more productive or suc-

cessful, please contact us to determine if we have access to what you are look-

ing for.  We are hoping to post a list of available IREVA inventory, on our 

website, for members to share the use of throughout this season and beyond. 



Please make sure that you renew or set up your initial membership NOW.  It is im-

perative that you update all of your personal and contact information in webpoint, 

throughout the season, and that you keep your username and password in an easily 

remembered and retrievable place. 

Congratulations to all of the athletes and teams who participated in post season 

events (the Professional Volleyball League, USA Nationals, Regional or National 

High Performance Camps and/or Championships, etc.).  We are extremely proud 

and appreciative of you representing IREVA at these events and hope that you had 

positive experiences to share with others so they, too, will expand their exposure to 

such magnificent volleyball opportunities.  

Congratulations, also, to the officials, both referees and scorers, who were successful 

in upgrading their provisional, regional, junior national/national, or international 

ratings this past year.   

Additionally, our heartfelt thanks goes out to all of our Program and Club Directors, 

Team Reps, Coaches, and Tournament / Site Directors for providing the numerous 

opportunities that they do for our members’ participation in our beloved sport. Vol-

leyball is one of the very few sports that can be participated in, competitively and 

recreationally, for an entire lifetime. Therefore, I would encourage everyone to keep 

striving to increase the number of people we get involved at all levels of talent and 

points of the age continuum.  

Let’s continue the trend of the volleyball community being one of the few consis-

tently demonstrating (on and off the court) the values and importance of teamwork, 

commitment, dedication, camaraderie, appreciation and respect of others, and the 

willingness to step up and help by working together as a region sharing resources, 

ideas, talents, facilities, etc. to ultimately grow the lifelong sport of volleyball for 

participants at all levels (recreation to professional), genders, and ages, as well as im-

plementing programs to develop athletes to their maximum potential  thereby im-

proving the national representation of the Iroquois Empire region at all levels of 

competition. 

In closing, I will ask you, once again, to join me and our dedicated volunteer BODs 

in making our region grow with an increased number of members, clubs, teams, offi-

cials, tournaments, and alternative playing opportunities to highlight and exhibit the 

various levels of the magnificent and exciting sport of volleyball! 

Have a fabulous and fun season! 

 
 



 We had many great 

experiences at nationals in 

Dallas Texas. We all grew 

stronger as a team, players 

and most of all as friends.  

We all had our favorite 

parts of the trip. Some of us 

got to experience flying for 

the first time as well as going 

out of the state. We loved 

watching the other teams 

play and exchanging gifts 

with the other teams’ players 

before every match. Some 

of us were a little nervous to 

fly, but it was all worth it 

when we arrived in Texas! 

We learned many things 

from the other teams. Just 

by watching other teams and 

getting to play against them 

we picked up on how to be 

more intense and how to 

always be aggressive.  

During nationals while one 

team was warming up the 

opposing team stood on the 

other side of the net to help 

shag balls during their warm 

up time. It was awesome to 

be a part of that sportsman-

ship. We watched how their 

passion for the game 

showed through their play 

and helped them to be suc-

cessful. Almost every girl we 

saw in the convention center 

was 5 foot 9 or taller (even 

at 14s)! All the teams were 

very strategic. For example, 

during serve receive if we 

moved up they would serve 

the ball deep. When we 

thought they were going to 

hit the ball deep, they 

tipped it short! Having the 

strategy played against us 

helped us to think about the 

way we play the game and to 

be able to use it against 

other teams.  

When we were in Dallas we 

got to go to the aquarium, 

the zoo and the rodeo! We 

also got the chance to try 

out cowboy boots that were 

$500 and more! We got to 

go see the JFK memorial 

and stand in the road where 

the “X” is marked from the 

place where he was shot. 

We went to a lot of restau-

rants and got to experience 

many different foods.  

Our trip to Dallas will help 

us think about competing at 

higher levels when we get 

back to school ball. Going 

to Dallas and watching all 

the competitive play made 

us want to get better as a 

whole team and individual 

players. We had a lot of of-

ficials come up to us and 

tell us they were glad we 

were there to represent the 

IREVA region. It was an 

honor to be there and it was 

an experience we will never 

forget!  

Junior Nationals —      Whirlwind 14 – Elite  
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 Cassie Potter #23  

Sarah Kies #3  

Lauren Carpenter #17  

Bella Coleman #11  

Alicia Waltenbaugh #25  

Reilly Atkinson #22  

Meaghan Mastro #2  

Rachel Mattson #10  

Makenna Kallin #18  



 

 The Whirlwind 16 Elite 

Black team would like to 

thank you for giving us the 

opportunity to travel to 

Texas for the Junior Na-

tional Volleyball Tourna-

ment. Our experience here 

was exciting and unforgetta-

ble. We saw a completely 

different level of  play than 

we are used to, which made 

us more competitive as the 

week went on. Our team 

was so much smaller than a 

lot of  the others so we 

really had our work cut out 

for us. Playing against these 

larger stronger teams caused 

us to dig deep and fight to 

be successful in games. We 

learned throughout the 

week that even if  we were-

n't going to be winning 

matches, we had to make 

the other teams earn their 

points and never stop bat-

tling. Our biggest lesson 

was never giving up on 

anything. We watched 

teams play every ball and 

that made us want to be 

better and work to get to 

every ball. Another lesson 

we learned was about 

sportsmanship. We ex-

changed gifts with every 

team before every match 

and it was very neat to get 

a chance to interact with 

teams from all over the 

United States. We also 

helped each other shag 

balls during warm up. It 

really made us look at the 

volleyball community as a 

whole and how strong it 

really is.  

When we were not playing 

we explored Texas by go-

ing to many restaurants, 

the aquarium, native 

shops, the rodeo and we 

experienced the great city 

of  Dallas. As we travel 

back to New York we 

keep in mind how grateful 

we are to have each other 

as teammates who can ad-

vance our level of  play to-

gether and what true 

friends we have made with 

each other throughout the 

season. We can all agree 

that this experience has 

only heightened our love 

for the game and we have 

learned to appreciate a 

higher level of  play. We 

are hoping to be able to 

bring this passion for the 

game back to our club and 

our school teams as we 

prepare for our fall sea-

sons. This experience was 

eye opening and hum-

bling. We now have a 

whole new level of  play to 

reach for and can't wait to 

get back into the gym to 

keep getting better. Thank 

you for providing us with 

this experience and it is 

something we will never 

forget.  

Junior Nationals —              Whirlwind 16—Elite 
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 Kim Lavender - #10  

Abbey Manning - #21  

Carrie Farr - #9  

Madison Paugh - #1  

Chase Moran - #12  

Olivia Martino - #2  

Madison Delany-

Hammond - #3  

Kayla Synder - #11  



 Not only was the trip to Nationals a great experience for volleyball but an overall great life experience.  Not to men-

tion some of our girls have never flown before!  Being able to see what other u13 teams are like around the USA was amazing.  

The competition was very tough but it helped motivate us to do better. 

 To make it to the national tournament we had to win our regional competition.  Little did we know when we were 

undefeated at regionals we would get a chance to go to Dallas Texas for the Junior National Tourney.   When we arrived in 

Dallas we were impressed with the level of competition in our age group.  Although, we were the underdogs and struggled 

we held our own and made our competitors  work for every point.  Even though our scores didn’t show it, we played to the 

best of our ability and had a great time. We even learned some new tricks! 

 The purpose of this trip was mainly for volleyball, however we did get to enjoy Texan culture and its’ people.  While 

on our trip we visited historical sites and the aquarium. We also went to the Fort Worth Stockyards where we got lost in a 

human maze and bought candy by the bucket!  We were lucky enough to visit the Mesquite Rodeo while in town too.  The peo-

ple that we met were friendly and polite, but we were slightly disappointed by the lack of people with a heavy southern ac-

cent.  Going sightseeing and meeting people were well worth our trip to Dallas. 

This trip to National has opened our eyes to what we want to work towards next year.  Now that we know what to expect we 

will work harder to ensure our return to nationals. 

A note from the Coach: 

The girls worked very hard in Dallas at the tournament.  Most of our players had never played volleyball before they started 

playing in September in Modified for their schools.  In Dallas they played against the returning champions and the now reign-

ing champions in the very first round of pool play. Most of the teams we played have been together for 3-4 years playing com-

petitively across the nation 9 months of the year and our girls were able to keep themselves in play or force an occasional 

error by the other team most games.  We did not win any matches but we knew going there that we would most likely loose 

every game, and they chose to go anyway to see what the rest of the regions have to offer.  Over the 4 days of competition the 

girls learned hard lessons about covering, court movement, reading the play and anticipation.  These things we have been 

working on all season, but over the 4 days of play they improved in all of these areas quickly and while we were not able to 

translate those lessons into a win; the team did not lose its mental toughness and stayed as positive as they could in the face 

of more experienced competition.  We adults all know how it feels to lose repeatedly, I am proud of the effort they gave and 

feel they represented the IREVA region well, with poise and good sportsmanship at all times, even after a crushing defeat. 

 Junior Nationals - Whirlwind Aftershock 13U 



Ten players gathered in Louisville to take part in 

Schenectady 55’s annual quest for volleyball immortal-

ity.  (OK, so we actually gathered to have some fun, do 

what we could on the court, renew acquaintances, 

watch vb, find some local cuisine, have a few beers, 

and hang out … essentially soak up all that Nationals 

has to offer.  Did you know there is bourbon in Ken-

tucky?  Turns out there is: we did that, too.) 

Five of us were already in Louisville, piggy-backing on 

our first-half adventures: Bernie Goldfine and Eric 

Shipley played on Coast to Coast (a 50s team from At-

lanta), Fred Chase played BB, and Rich Chapin and Bob 

LaCerais played on the Schenectady 50 team (see re-

lated article in this newsletter and check out the 50’s 

photos and tons of others from the first half here:  

http://www.edtookmyphoto.com/event/2013-USA-

Nationals).     

Arriving the day before the start of 55s were Jack 

Anderton, John Ray, Paul Sander, Paul Strevy, and Jim 

Butler.  (And MIA due to various injuries and ailments: 

Ben Cottrell, Chris Lindquist, Skip Nerney, Ken Shea, 

Lance Walley, and Ted Witting.  Geez – we have enough 

guys on IR for another team!!)   

I try to put a positive spin on things so I’ll say this as 

diplomatically as I can: Louisville wasn’t my favorite 

location for Nationals.  The convention center was 

physically separated from … well, everything!  Even 

the ‘close’ hotels were a hike across acres of empty 

fields, and those hotels had *nothing* nearby.  We 

ended up going downtown for dinner a lot and it might 

have been better to stay there, but then we’d have 

been miles from the venue.  Give me New Orleans, Aus-

tin, Minneapolis, even Salt Lake City. And Phoenix was 

a lot of fun in 2010 – we’re looking forward to getting 

back there in 2013!! 

The first order of business for Schenectady 55:  hook 

up with the remaining 50s players and head to a brew 

pub for dinner!  (And beer!)  The destination that evening 

was Against the Grain Brewery and Smokehouse, fea-

turing 6 of their own beers, good food, fun staff, and 

awesome shirts.  As luck would have it we ran into a 

couple other teams that we knew (which seems to hap-

pen a lot) and that just added to the evening’s enjoyment. 

The following morning we got down to business as we 

had an 8am work assignment followed by our first 

match at 9.  As a bit of a background our 50s team didn’t 

do so well.  Yeah, we had a great time but the won-lost 

record left a lot to be desired.  However, as the losses 

mounted with the 50s team I kept my spirits up thinking 

about our 55s team and the possibilities that lied ahead.  

Well wouldn’t ya know it: we came out of the blocks and 

just smoked Greenfield (NE) in that first match 25-10, 25-

9!  It was amazingly gratifying to see that the team we 

saw on paper actually translated to the court and that 

we were able to convert all that potential into a real-life 

convincing victory!! 

(For future reference that Schenectady 55 team will be 

remembered as ‘Dr. Jekyll’.  And the team we saw for 

the next several matches will sadly be referred to as 

‘Mr. Hyde’.  We’ll see Dr. Jekyll again … but not for a cou-

ple days.) 

The second match of the day, played only 1 hour later 

with the exact same roster, saw us lose to E’s Club 55 

(SC) 25-18, 25-20 and not look good doing it.  Granted, 

Greenfield was the 18
th

 seed while E’s club was seeded 

6
th

, but to a man we believe that if we played as well in 

that 2
nd

 match as we did in the 1
st

 we’d have been victo-

rious.  So we let one slip away: we resolved to learn 

from it and move on. 

Dinner that night was at the Spaghetti Warehouse.  As a 

team we tend to avoid chain restaurants in order to ex-

perience the local flavor as much as possible, but we 

bent the rules on this one just a little: the Spaghetti 

Warehouse was a favorite stop of our friend and team-

Adult Nationals -  Mens - Schenectady 55’s 
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bon cherry.  Hey, it may sound odd but it was 

delicious!!  J)  They had a bunch of interesting 

shirts for sale, too, but for some reason our 

hostess wouldn’t let any of us go upstairs with 

her to check them out!  Must be she read the 

scouting report.  Anyway, we felt better after 

an evening with Doc Crow (how could you not!) 

and headed home determined to make the most 

of our self-inflicted fate. 

Starting day 3 with a clean plate and fully 

aware that we had a chance to make amends 

for our earlier shortcomings we launched Dr. 

Jekyll on to the floor and waltzed over Arizona 

Road Kill (DE) 25-20, 25-11.  We had a little extra 

motivation in this match since Jim Butler car 

pooled to Louisville with a couple guys who 

played for Arizona: whatever else the tourna-

ment held for us at least Jim had bragging rights 

on the 11+ hour car ride home!! 

Then, an hour later, with the exact same lineup, 

guess who reared his ugly head again!  You got 

it: Mr. Hyde.  A half dozen missed serves, some 

shanked passes, bad sets, a variety of mishits, 

and various brain farts contributed to a first 

set loss to Vertigo 55s (NE) 25-19.  Between sets 

we assessed our performance and noted that 

we really didn’t have to do anything superhuman 

to make up that 6 point gap: heck - one less un-

forced error by each player would be good for 9 

points alone!!  So we refocused, marched back 

out, and promptly lost 25-18. 

And that was it for our tournament.  We actu-

ally ended up tied for 11
th

 after going in as the 

12
th

 seed so from that perspective we did about 

what we were supposed to do.  But those two 

matches that Dr. Jekyll played really showed us 

what our potential was: if we played that well in 

every match who knows what we could have 

Schenectady 55’s continued.. 

mate Dick Gross and we went to this particular res-

taurant in his memory.  I’m glad we did, too: the food 

was good, the beer was flowing, and it gave us a 

chance to reflect on the good times we shared in a 

setting that he would have enjoyed. 

Day 2 of the tournament: another 8am work assign-

ment followed by another 9am match.   Apparently Dr. 

Jekyll opted to spend the day elsewhere and we laid a 

series of eggs with Mr. Hyde.  First up was number 1 

seed Kings Mountain Fog 55 (NC).  Truth be told it 

would have been a shocker if we beat this team.  Sure, 

we might have stolen a win if they underestimated us 

enough to put their 4
th

 string in, but even if we did 

take a set they’d simple bring the big guns in the next 

2 sets and have their way with us.  In the end it didn’t 

matter: we had no game anyway and they steamrolled 

us 25-17, 25-18.   

We had the talent to win either (or both!) of the next 

two matches but it seems like we were on the wrong 

end of an 8-0 run in all 4 sets.  We dropped a match to 

7
th

 seed Spike Force 55 (GE) 25-23, 25-17, and then per-

formed the encore against 13
th 

seed Mad City 55’s (BG) 

25-18, 25-14.  So much for pool play: 1 win, 4 losses, and 

a ’what-the-heck-happened’ look on a lot of our faces. 

In an odd twist that we attribute to the new 3-day 

format, our 1 win in pool play qualified us for the Silver 

Bracket!  Armed with that knowledge and content to 

know that all our foibles in pool play didn’t hurt us too 

much we headed out to Doc Crow’s Southern Smoke-

house and Raw Bar – another fine establishment in 

downtown Louisville, this one boasting 160 whiskeys 

and over 100 bourbons!!  So we proceeded to down a 

few drinks, several different kinds of oysters, a few 

more drinks, a bounty of smoked meats, a few more 

drinks, and a selection of desserts -  including  a 

Wilbur Sundae (brown butter praline ice cream with 

bourbon caramel ribbon, atop cinnamon pork rinds, 

sprinkled with candied bacon, and topped with a bour-



done.  I guess we’ll never know … but that won’t keep us from talking about it whenever we get a chance!! 

Half the team went home that night; the other half stayed over and left the next day.  Those of us that stayed made yet 

another trek to downtown Louisville – this time to the Bluegrass Brewing Company.  We may have underperformed on the 

court be we really nailed it finding places to eat & drink!  (Thanks, Rich, for all the research!!)  BBC had a fine selection of 

their own beers on tap, tasty pub food, a cool location in the Theatre district … and more shirts!  (Thankfully BBC is in a one 

story building so there was no issue with the hostess this time.J) 

I am fortunate to have a great group of guys to play volleyball with.  The volleyball is fun for sure, but the tournament is 3 

days long and we spend less than 7 hours actually playing vb.  It’s what we do the rest of the time that makes it worth go-

ing … and I’m already looking forward to next year!  

Schenectady 55’s continued.. 

Kentucky Exposition Center - Huge room filled with 36 volleyball courts 



I qualified to play with the old guys this year at the USA 

Open National Tournament.  Our team included seasoned 

veterans Bob LaCerais and Rich Chapin, two time USA Nation-

als player Greg Healey, rookie Mike Kumpan, and referee 

pretending to be a player, Jim Kramer. We also recruited 

some out of  state talent – including Dana Brasie from Ala-

bama and Peter St. Pierre from Georgia.  The decision to go 

to nationals this year was made a bit easier by its relatively 

close proximity – within driving distance.  The trip from 

Schenectady to Louisville, KY took 14 ½ hours with a bit of  

traffic and 13 ½ hours for the ride home. Greg Healey and I 

drove together and Mike Kumpan joined us for the ride home.  

The Kentucky Exposition Center in Louisville is where the 

tournament was held. This place was HUGE.  One room had 

36 courts alone. Another 11 were set up in separate room for 

a total of  47 courts. The second room contained stadium 

seating for spectators watching open play. A red and blue 

colored plastic sport court was laid over the expo center con-

crete floor and used as the playing surface. The center also 

had a tournament store where USA Volleyball clothing and 

items could be purchased.  Nearby a computer room was set 

up containing laptops around the perimeter for players to 

keep track of  match results and tournament progress. 

We had our first match in the afternoon on Friday.  After ar-

riving on the court I was unexpectedly introduced to Buttered 

Muffin.  What’s a Buttered Muffin, you ask? She is the outside 

hitter for a woman’s BB team from Georgia called the Muffin 

Tops.  Each player on the Muffin Tops has a special name.  

Besides Buttered Muffin, there is Angry Muffin, Banana Nut 

Muffin, English Muffin, Corn Muffin, Pumpkin Spice Muffin and 

Stud Muffin. As I soon learned, our team recruit from Georgia 

– Peter St. Pierre - was a genuine Muffin man.  All the boy 

friends and husbands of  Muffin Tops players are known as 

Muffin men.  Well besides the silly name – these ladies sure 

knew how to play volleyball and they sure were fun to watch.  

I’m glad that our team didn’t have to face them. In the 

end – the Muffin Tops took third place at Nationals. 

We started the day playing against a team from Vene-

zuela. Our first set didn’t go so well at all.  We had great 

difficulties with service receive and really couldn’t get a 

consistent passing game started. The second game was 

better. We ended up losing 25-23 but stayed tough 

against a pretty good team.  Our remaining two matches 

for day 1 didn’t go very well either. The second match 

was against Minnesota Masters and our passing failed us 

again.   We did manage to wear out one of  the servers. 

After about 7-9 straight service points – he finally 

served the ball into the net.  This strategy didn’t help us 

in the point department (We think that we saw him later 

in the day at the first aid station putting ice on his shoul-

der). The third and last match of  the day was against the 

number one seed – Team RBC Life. This match featured 

Jim Kramer as setter for his only appearance on the 

court (too much officiating).  Jim would sometimes pass 

the ball over the net on the second hit as a means of  

surprising opponents.  Our primary setter – Greg 

Mens - Schenectady 50’s - Edward Razz 
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Healey, scolded him saying, “Jim, use your hitters!”  Jim’s only response was “I have hitters?” Team RCB Life ended up winning 

our men’s 50s division and beat us handily. 

On the second day of  the tournament – was the first day of  competition for the highest level of  play.  For the men this is the 

Open division and for the women – this is the Premier Volleyball League (USAPVL). This was one of  the highlights of  the trip. I 

witnessed my first spike hitting the floor no more than three feet from the net. This was due to an overpassed ball from the op-

ponents’ side but nevertheless fun to watch. Jump serves were typically tossed 20 feet into the air and pounded with great ac-

curacy to the opponent’s court. I could not believe how high these balls were tossed for service.  Men’s open play featured 2008 

Olympic gold medalist and setter, Lloy Ball. This 6’8” setter was one of  the tallest players on Team Pineapple – his club from 

Indiana.  He would typically set the ball from above the plane of  the net tape.  The approach to the net from some of  the outside 

hitters was surprisingly long.  I noticed the weak side hitter for a couple teams would start his approach from the back line – 

not the 10 foot line – the back line.  If  you don’t believe me – you can check out the action photographs on my website 

(edtookmyphoto.com). 

We had much better success against Toronto Masters on our first match of  the second day.  We started out slow once again and 

lost the first set. We came back strong for the second game and then won the tie break. What a relief!  You hate to travel this far 

and not win a match. 

There were plenty of  interesting places to check out after volleyball. Across the street from our hotel was the Cardinal – Hall of  

Fame Café. The beer was good but the service was slow. The University of  Louisville was nearby with all sorts of  Cardinal stuff  

in the area. One evening, we made a trip to downtown Louisville. They have a pretty cool 4th street in Louisville that is lined with 

clubs and restaurants. The street is closed to traffic and a portion of  the street was covered with a glass roof. Greg, Mike and I 

had dinner at the Hard Rock Café.  On our last evening we met up with our Schenectady 55’s team and went to a brew pub that 

served only their own beer. The place was called “Against the Grain” and it too was located downtown.  Most of  the guys pur-

chased a sampler where 6-4oz glasses of  beer were served on wooden trays called flights. 

The great thing about nationals is that everyone comes home a winner.  Just like at regionals – teams are filtered into flights 

such as Gold, Silver and Bronze.  Despite our losing record– we managed to qualify for a spot in the F1 flight.  We affectionally 

referred to it as the paper plate flight.  Despite our appropriate placement – we didn’t win the paper plate.  It great fun the 

whole three days in Louisville between playing volleyball, watching volleyball and cheering local IREVA teams at Nationals. It 

was great to cheer on L.O.F.T. who ended up winning the men’s B national title. It doesn’t get better than that. 

Schenectady 50’s continued... 



Mens - “T & Crackers” - Dimitri Gardner 

2013 USAV Nationals were in Louisville, KY.  Initially we were a bit 

skeptical about the location, since none of us had been to Louisville 

before.  But we had heard good things about the city, and indeed were 

very impressed with what it had to offer. 

 

Our team was a bit short handed this year, and we needed to recruit 

from other teams to fill out our roster.  We had a couple of players 

who had not played more than a few games with the team prior to 

heading to Nationals, so we had to learn fast.  We were also a small 

team height-wise, with only one player over six feet tall.  So we were 

a bit at a disadvantage over some of the bigger, more experienced 

teams, but we played well and held our own.  Thanks to Daniel Tar-

quino who filled in as middle, despite not having played that position 

since high school, and Adam Johnson from RPI who filled in as our 

right side hitter.  Both played well and we were appreciative that they 

helped us out.  The rest of the players were usual suspects Danny 



Peacock and Tim Skinner at left side, Paul Terpenning in the middle, Ken Wei 

as defensive specialist, and Dimitri Garder setting. 

 

Although our final pool play record was only 1-5, and we finished 37th of the 

49 teams in our division, we played hard and gave the competition a run for 

their money.  For us, Nationals is about the fun and not about winning, but 

while the matches we lost were frustrating, we felt that we played well and 

were competitive.  It was great to see so many strong teams even in the B di-

vision, and we really enjoyed every match.  As always we saw a lot of old 

friends and made a lot of new ones, and had a great time. 

 

Our team is known for our antics off the court, and as usual we did not disap-

point.  We went with a typically local theme for both our warm-ups and our 

stickers, sporting jockey outfits and stickers reading “Always bet on [expletive 

deleted]”.  Louisville locals were the usual good sports and stopped us for 

loads of photo opportunities, and although we were a small team by volleyball 

standards, not a few locals pointed out that Paul Terpenning was the tallest 

jockey they had ever seen, and indeed unreasonably tall for that line of work. 

 

As far as our experience off the court, some players underwent the usual 

travel woes associated with air travel at that time of year.  Storm activity 

around Memorial Day is the usual cause of flight delays, but this year the 

storms were outdone by mechanical problems, crew shortages, and a variety 

of other problems.  The economic challenges in the airline industry are in-

creasingly evident, and teams traveling to play should expect at least a day’s 

delay.  Daniel and his wife were stranded in Cleveland all evening, and ulti-

mately rented a car and drove through the night to arrive in Louisville just a 

few hours before our first match.  It showed strong team play and commit-

ment, for certain, but not a great way for them to enjoy their first day in the 

city. 

T & Crackers continued... 



As for Louisville, we were very impressed.  Our primary criterion for 

an ideal Nationals location is a city where the convention center is 

close to the best nightlife, restaurants and similar amenities.  Louis-

ville did not meet this criterion by a long shot.  The only amenities 

within walking distance of the hotel and convention center were the 

bowling alley and the hotel bar.  But the convention center is close 

enough to downtown Louisville by taxi that this shortcoming was only 

a mild inconvenience.  Louisville has two main nightlife districts, the 

heavily commercialized but very fun Fourth Street district which is 

home to the open-air pedestrian area called Fourth Street Live, and 

the Irish Hill / Highlands district of Bardstown Road.  Both are very 

different from each other, and offer their own unique mix of authentic 

Louisville entertainment.  Bardstown Road is home to a range of Irish 

pubs and small, quirky, indy bars (e.g. the Holy Grail bar located in an 

old church building, complete with stained glass and a choir loft).  

Fourth Street is host to more conventional venues including the Hard 

Rock Café and the Gordon Biersch brewery restaurant, but also of-

fered some unique experiences not to be found anywhere else, such 

as the Makers Mark restaurant and bar, with over a hundred excellent 

bourbons and whiskeys from all over the world.  We attempted to try 

them all, but there just wasn’t enough time.  We think Tim Stewart ac-

tually did try just about all of them on one particular night, and he 

served as very excellent entertainment as a consequence. 

 

It must be said that a notable exception exists to the otherwise dearth 

of eateries within walking distance of the convention center.  An ab-

solute “must-see” in Louisville is Frank’s Meats & Produce on Preston 

Highway, just a few blocks from the convention center.  Frank’s is 

setup like a crowded deli, with a sandwich counter and no seating 

whatsoever.  But visit Frank’s at lunchtime on any day of the week and 

you’ll witness a parking lot full of local working folks eating Frank’s 

T & Crackers continued... 



 amazing pork chop sandwich or chicken BBQ out of their pickup trucks.  

People who really know how to travel eat where the locals eat, and in 

Louisville that’s Frank’s. 

 

As always, Nationals offered a lot of new experiences and a really terrific 

time both on and off the court.  We wouldn’t hesitate to visit Louisville 

again, and want to give credit to USAV for hosting the tournament in 

such a great location. 

Above, the team sports their warm-ups and 

stickers.  Although short next to an eight-foot 

net, all other jockeys in Louisville looked up to 

us. 

T & Crackers continued... 



Mens - Hangmen - Aaron Kemmer 

Nationals at Louisville. 

 

I think all of us were pleasantly surprised with Louisville KY.  The Gault House hotels 

was great.  They were very accommodating, nice bar and hanging out at the pool over-

looking the river was a really cool.  Fourth street had everything we needed and then 

some.  Great restaurants, wide variety of bars, very clean and friendly atmosphere. 

 

The hung men that came down to Louisville were the following: 

Andy "Your so Adorable" Bauer-RS 

Tim "Shirt required" Stewart-L 

Marc "So your hung??" Agel-OH 

Aaron "OH GOD!!!" Kemmer-S 

Cheyne "4th times a charm" Ashline-OH 

Curt "Pool Boy" Devenitch-MH 

Rob "I like to choke people!" Gray-MH 

 

Hangmen had a great tournament.  Started a little rough.  Wisconsin Greenbay had their 

way with us.  They blocked everything and had a 10-0 run at one point.  It was demoraliz-

ing but since our team scored more points than the other two teams, we shook it off :)  We 

took out our frustrations on the Hurricanes dominating them.  We continued our domina-

tion through game one against team Tribe but inexplicably lost the next two and went 1-2 

the first day.  

 

Frustrated and down, Hangmen decided to turn things around on the streets of Louis-

ville.  Whiskey was our friend that night and although I am a little foggy on some things, I 

believe it was key in our resurgence as a team.  Hung over, feeling as old as we looked, 

we dug deep and took all three matches that following day.  We went into day three 4-2 

playing great ball and in past years probably would have had a gold play in but it was not 

to be this year.   Unfortunately, day three was short lived.  We simply didn't click and 

came up short in the quarterfinals and ended up 39th out of 68 teams and a record of 4-3 

overall.   

 

I couldn't be prouder of this group of hung men.  We played a high level of ball while hav-

ing a blast on and off the court.  I am blessed to continue to have the ability to play in na-

tionals and to do so with such great teammates and more importantly friends. 

 

I want to thank Rob for handling the uniforms this year.  Special thanks to Marc for his 

handling of the hotel and choices in restaurants.  Also a special shout out to Doug 

Gordon.  Although he was not present, his inspirational video elevated us on the court 

when we needed it. 

 

Thank you Louisville for a great experience! 



The UVA Mens B team may not have finished as well as we 

would have liked at Nationals, but we did have a blast.  Al-

though most of us arrived at different times, a 10 plus hour 

road trip to Louisville was an interesting way to kick off the 

tournament.  Play started off well for UVA with two quick 

wins in pool play, but after some struggles we ended day two 

with three wins and three losses in pool play matches.  That 

second day we only had two matches on our schedule which 

gave us the opportunity to see some of the local attractions.  

Many of us visited the Louisville Slugger factory and proved 

in the batting cages that we should stick to volleyball (at least 

in volleyball we were .500 to this point).   A few of us also 

spent some time in the Mohammad Ali Center hoping to 

gain some inspiration from “the Greatest.”  Apparently that 

inspiration did not sink in 

as we dropped our 

first match of playoffs in the 

Flight 1 bracket to a 

team from Texas.  The 

early exit from playoffs 

gave us time to take in some 

of the open level volleyball and then enjoy the night life of 4
th
 

Street.  The goal was to have fun, so Louisville 2013 was cer-

tainly a success!  

Mens - UVA - Erik Nicklaw 



 

For the 14
th

 year in a row a Boomers team participated in the USAV Champi-

onships.  This year was my first year eligible for age group division and I had been 

wanting to build a team and compete against international teams as well clubs that 

I have not had to see in the club division. I was unsure of expectations with the 

team formed and the level that we were going to see as I had heard the quality of 

the teams were high…..and they were. Once we got our footing and used some 

crazy serve receive rotations that I have never ever used in my 20+ years of playing 

(and might never again J), we were able to play well as a team. This was truly a fun 

and easy team to run as most of these guys have done nationals many years and 

they know what to expect and how to make things flow. This was also the first time 

I was able to play both sessions and was fortunate to win the B championship with 

some good folks, but ill let Ben Rosenthal discuss that.  

After some cancellations in flights, a car rental and two stand by flights I was 

able to arrive in Louisville for nationals. This team consisted of only 3 guys from 

previous Boomers squads. Roster for this years team included Frank Guadagnino(6), 

Bob McDonald(9), brothers Frank(12) & Tom(7) McMahon, Rich Osgood(3), Gary 

Treser(2) and previous players Bob Faux(5) & FK’s Sean Clements(8) & Michael 

Shorkey(10).  

Mens - Boomers -45’s - Michael Shorkey 



After never playing or practicing as a team we started out with a solid Central 

Venezuela team which we lost 25-23, 28-26. I believe that if we were able to have 

had some touches together as a team that we would have won that match and 

changed overall outcome a little as we would’ve finished 1
st
 in our pool. Instead we 

finished in a 3 way tie for second and was delegated the 3
rd

 seed with points differ-

ential. We had a gold challenge play-in game against Balboa Bay and was dropped 

into the silver bracket. We then beat a South Venezuela team and got a chance 

again at Balboa Bay. We were able to compete well against them and had them 

down in both games but were unable to take them down. I liked the way we com-

peted and played against a super solid team. We won & lost as a team. Thanks 

gents.  

Since we were finishing so late in the evening all week, the food and night ac-

tivities were lacking as compared to previous years. Here are the frequented places 

and activities: 

Restaurants/Night Life – 4th Street Live, Howl at the Moon Piano Bar, Gordon 

Biersch, Beef O Bradys, Sports & Social Club, Old Spaghetti Factory, RiRa Irish 

Pub, Tumbleweed Tex Mex, & Sapporo Sushi/Hibachi. 

Quotes…’You are one step up from a Ginger’ & ‘Set Sean in and out of system any-

where on court’ 

Supporting other teams.  

 

*Special appreciation to my friend Sean for which most of the nationals experience 

for Boomers & myself would not be possible without his support. Thank you to Big 

Bird as well. 

 

Thanks to Boomers for another BB re-

gional championship (11 of 13). Hoping to 

build a club team and another age group 

Boomers continued... 



 2013 marked the seventh time I have competed at Nationals, and this year was easily one of the 

best ever. Legion Black competed in the Men’s A division this year. Our team had a total of 8 players, 5 of 

whom are IREVA regulars. The locals on our roster were myself (James), Mike D’Agnese, Ryan Carty, Ryan 

Huberty and our German connection Lukas Lampe.  Lukas practiced and played with us during the year 

while studying abroad. Rounding out the roster was Jon Brady (Buffalo), and two sophomores at Princeton 

University – Zach Shaw and Mike Bagnell.  As always, our off-court shenanigans rained supreme, but what 

made this year so special was how close our team was on the court. Regardless if we got a kill or got house 

blocked, we brought it in at the center of our court every play and yelled one of many one-liner inside jokes 

(most of which didn’t even make sense to me anymore) as loud as possible. We were so obnoxious that 

other teams were coming up to us off-court and repeating the same stuff we had been shouting all day long. 

We certainly made our mark on Louisville. 

Mens - Legion Black - James Hosley 



 As far as the volleyball went, we experienced a lot of success in Louisville. We finished second in our 

pool on day one with a 2-1 record. We won our first match 2-0 (25-21, 25-22) against Smartball, but dropped 

our second match (24-26, 13-25) to Shinkara AYP. We started very slow during our third match of the day, 

dropping our first set 20-25. We rallied from then on to win 25-15 and 15-7 against Mid South Digs to finish 

the day with a winning record. The third set was highlighted by a 7-0 start thanks to the serving of Huberty. 

 On day 2, the top two from pool qualify for Gold, third goes to Silver and fourth to Bronze. This was 

right where we wanted to be going into our second day. We didn’t quite wake up for our first match and got 

beat easily by Island Style (25-19, 25-16). Determined to play better, we were matched up against ARG in our 

second match. This turned out to be one of the most exciting matches of our tournament. The match went 

back and forth for all 3 sets (which felt like 3 hours to us). We won set one 25-22, but dropped the second 24

-26 after leading most of the way. In the decisive third set we held them off to win 15-11, but had to play an-

other match immediately after. A bit exhausted from our tough match with ARG, we never quite played like we 

were capable of and lost 2-0 (25-18, 25-18) to RVC Bamboo. However, 1-2 on day 2 was good enough to 

clinch a spot in the silver division. 

 Playing at 10am on day 3 was real nice for our team because we had two 8am matches the first two 

days. In our first silver bracket match we faced off against NISU. Starting off VERY slow, we found ourselves 

down 17-24 in the first set. After serving us back to 23-24 in an amazing comeback, Brady (sporting a power 

mustache and black eye) thought it would be a good time to miss a serve (maybe to play more volleyball?) to 

drop the first set 23-25. Despite the hilarity of this ending, we knew we could take this team. We never looked 

back after that late run and won the next two sets (25-20, 15-9). At 1pm we squared off against Jim Beam LV 

in the silver bracket final. This turned out to be one of the most exciting matches I have ever been a part of. 

Set one went to Jim Beam LV 25-19. We answered with a second set win 25-22. The third set took extra volley-

ball to decide the winner and we came up just short losing 18-16. Legion Black finished with a tenth place 

finish in Men’s A out of 32 teams. Looking forward to Phoenix next year! 

 

Legion Black continued... 



With a great showing last year in SLC, I was excited to try our luck again 
in Louisville.  Unfortunately, most of the team couldn’t make the trip.  
With this possibly being my last trip to the National tournament I wanted 
to bring home the gold.  I solicited 
the help from a few players from 
other teams and we were almost 
ready to head to KY.  The only 
thing missing was a setter.   After 
talking to a few people who were not 
available, I spoke to Mike Shorkey 
and surprisingly he agreed to play 
with us.  The team had come to-
gether well.  
 
The members of L.O.F.T. for the 2013 USAV Open Championships in 
Louisville, KY were Ben Rosenthal OPP – Captain, Mike Shorkey S, 
Jesse Reksc OH, Spencer Hilland MB, Tyler Barbera L, Rob Bonsall 
MB, Andy Fishman OH, Jim Gavin DS, and Sean Clements.    
 
We all arrived in Louisville on Thursday evening and we were able to get 
in a couple hours of practice as a team.  This is the first nationals that 
we’ve really been able to do this and it was great, especially since several 
of us haven’t played together before. We were playing the afternoon/
evening sessions this year so we were able to unwind from the long drive 
with a few drinks and some local food at the bowling alley across the 
street from the hotel.  Yep, the bowling alley.  The food was what you 
would expect from a bowling alley but they did have 128 oz. beers there so 
score one for us. 
 
With the new format of only playing three days we expected to be playing 
more matches each day than in previous years.  Also, there were no chal-
lenge matches this year.  Where ever you finished in pool play was where 
you indeed up going in playoffs.  We started the tournament with a fairly 
easy schedule, playing only three teams on Friday evening.  Our first 

Mens - LOFT - Ben Rosenthal  



match was a little tougher that it should have been as we all got used to 
each other.  We played South Side Sports (GW) and won 25-19, 23-25, 15-
12.  The second match, against Power Washers (GL) went a little smother 
as we won 25-21, 25-16.  Our final match of the day was against Double C 
(OV).  They came out strong and beat us handily the first game.  We 
fought back though and won the match 13-25, 25-20, 15-13.  This was a 
fantastic start to our nationals this year and it came with some great sup-
port at our matches by the other IREVA teams competing.  Since we fin-
ished so late on the first night, we grabbed a quick dinner with a few cele-
bratory drinks.  We headed back to the hotel for a little more celebrating 
before calling it a night.  
  
The second day only had us playing two matches.  Our competition on day 
two was tougher as we faced Pancake Brigade (SO) and lost the first game 
again.  Knowing that we needed to win the pool to go to the gold playoffs, 
we pulled ourselves together and took the match 23-25, 25-20, 15-9.  Our 
final pool play match was against Living the Dream (NE) who we beat 25
-23, 25-16.   With another late finish and an early start in the gold play-
offs we grabbed a quick dinner and called it an early night. 
 
The gold bracket was double elimination but doing it right still meant we 
would play four matches today.  If we went into the losers bracket we 
could play as many as 7.  In the first round of the gold bracket we faced 
Chickens (GL).  This was the 5th seeded team and we expected it to be a 
pretty competitive match.  We won in two, 25-19, 26-24, though it easily 

could have gone three.  As we pro-
gressed in the winners bracket we 
found ourselves playing the 1st seed 
in the tournament, Madison May-
hem (BG).  This was another tough 
match that easily could have gone 
to three, but we won in two, 25-21, 
26-24.  Round three had us facing 
the 2nd seed, Marysville Goodyear 
(LK).  This was the toughest team 
we had played all tournament.  

LOFT continued... 



 

They had a solid offense and great blocking.  We played hard and won 
the first game 25-18.  They came back hard and won the second, 25-20.  
Game three we were on fire and won 15-11, winning the match.  This 
sent us to the finals playing against the winner of a match between the 
two teams we had just played. We had a few hours before our match so 
we got some rest, cheered for other IREVA teams still playing, or 
watched Olympian Lloy Ball playing in the open matches.  The final 
match was against Madison Mayhem (BG).  Although we were surprised 
to see them in the final over Marysville, we were happy to play them.  
Since we had so much time before the match, we were able to start warm-
ing up early and felt ready once the court was open to us.  We came out 
strong to a 25-17 win in the first game.   The second was much closer but 
we were able to pull out the win in two 25-23.  Just like that we ended the 
tournament in FIRST place out of 49 teams.  We had a great time getting 
our medals photographs taken but we were itching to celebrate.   We met 
up with some of team T & Crackers and had dinner and then went down 
town for drinks and dancing.    
 
I had high hopes for our team this year with our great pick-ups and I 
couldn’t have hoped for a better ending.   We all played well together and 
did our jobs.  I would love to go back to Phoenix next year to defend our 
title or even move up to BB but with changing jobs I may not be able to 
go at all.  I’m looking forward to next season and seeing my champion-
ship teammates at outdoor tournaments throughout the summer.  

LOFT continued... 



2013 LVC – Men’s Open 

Chris Hosley 

Match Record 5-3 

Game Record 18-9 

 

Roster: 

#1 Chris Hosley 

#2 Mark Burik 

#3 Mike Pelletier 

#4 Matt Smith 

#5 Brandon Joyner 

#6 Robert Soris 

#7 Will Foley 

#8 Cody Kessel 

#9 Jon Keller 

#10 Lance Rogers 

#11 Pono Kahale 

#12 AJ Nally 

#13 Adam Vooris 

#15 James Seitelman 

 

 

LVC had a great run during the 2013 USA 

Open finishing 5th overall in the Open 

Division. After a 4-1 finish in pool play, 

LVC managed to win their first gold bracket 

match but fell short during the second two. 

Below are the results of the pool play and 

playoff matches: 

Match #1 vs. Dino Club (CA) 

Win 3-0 (25-15, 25-19, 28-26) 

Match #2 vs. Team Florida Wave (FL) 

Loss 1-3 (23-25, 22-25, 25-23, 22-25) 

Match #3 vs. Lights Out (GL) 

Win 3-2 (22-25, 25-16, 25-21, 23-25, 

15-10) 

Match #4 vs. CONDDE Mexico (MX) 

Win 3-0 (25-20, 25-23, 15-25, 25-21) 

Match #5 vs. Team BC (CA) 

Win 3-0 (25-14, 25-16, 25-19) 

Match #6 vs. OCVC Chacarrons (SC) 

Win 3-1 (20-25, 25-18, 25-19, 25-20) 

Match #7 vs. EuroHaus (CA) Loss 2-3  

(26-24, 23-25, 28-30, 25-21, 10-15) 

Match #8 vs. Team Pineapple (HO) 

Loss 0-3 (19-25, 21-25, 22-25) 

 

Legion Volleyball Club would like to thank 

IREVA and all of its members for the 

continued support throughout the years 

and again in Louisville, KY in 2013. Our 

most important attribute is the growing 

numbers of participants in our region. I felt 

like I could walk around to any court and 

find someone I knew. So again, thanks to 

all as we look forward to 2014 in Phoenix! 



Mens - Zero Gravity  

Zero Gravity’s return to Nationals after a one-year hiatus could easily be classi-

fied as successful. This particular team included four players making their 

first trip to Nationals. The experience was positive for everyone. After winning 

the first set of the first match of pool play, Zero Gravity dropped the next two 

sets to open the tournament at 0-1 and already needing help to get into the 

gold bracket. 

Those two sets were the only two sets they would drop in pool, however, as Zero 

Gravity finished pool play at 4-1 (9-2 in sets) and ended up winning a 3-way tie-

breaker of 4-1 teams to send them to the B gold bracket. Unfortunately, the 

team never found the rhythm that had helped them pull out victories the first 

two days of the tournament and ended up losing all 4 sets in gold bracket play-

offs to finish tied for 5th and ranked 7th overall. 

Throughout the tournament, different players were able to elevate their game 

as necessary to win critical points. Whether it was a point block at match point, 

a momentum-changing kill, an ace coming out of a timeout or a perfect pass in 

transition, each and every player contributed a highlight reel-worthy play. 

# Pos. Name 

1 S Nate Leader 

2 L Ed Nubla 

3 OH Ryan Shattuck 

4 RS/OH Jeff Evans 

5 OH Corey Hine 

6 MB Steve Hicks 

8 MB Matt Coleman 

9 RS Jim Vanbenschoten 



A highlight of the tournament was running into IREVA legend Eric Chase in pool 

play. He was playing with a team of college buddies as part of a bachelor party 

weekend. At one point during the match, things got so heated that the down ref 

had to step onto the court to break up a fight. No cards were issued, however, as 

the fight was between two of Chase’s teammates. Apparently there are no rules 

against berating your own players. 

Louisville will be long-remembered by a lot of Zero Gravity players as their first 

Nationals experience. For some of the more tenured players, Louisville repre-

sented a tie for the best-ever finish for Zero Gravity Volleyball. Zero Gravity is look-

ing forward to further expanding their club presence, replicating some of their 

success from this season next year, and returning to Phoenix in 2014. 

A big thank you goes out from the members of Zero Gravity to the guys from 

Crankenstein and the ladies from the Zero Gravity Women’s team who always 

seemed to be around the court and cheering at crucial points. 

Special thanks to: 

Nicole Woodcock for stepping up as the Zero Gravity Club Director and all that 

it entails. 

Matt Coleman for organizing the club’s tournament schedule, pulling together 

a number of fundraisers to make Nationals economically feasible, and grow-

ing the Zero Gravity Club to three full teams. 

Ryan Shattuck for his efforts in making volleyball available to Syracuse-area 

players regardless of skill level on a 

weekly basis and further contributing 

his time and energy to helping host 

and support multiple fundraiser tour-

naments. 

Victor Miggiani for his support of Zero 

Gravity through donated gym space 

and allowing us to host fundraiser 

tournaments. 

The guys from Crankenstein printed oversized cardboard cutouts of  

some players’ faces which made for some awkward serving situations 

Zero Gravity continued... 



 

Womens - Constant Chaos - Theresa Stoeckel  

 This was the first year that Constant Chaos made it’s way out to the na-

tionals tournament and we had great excitement and high expectations for our-

selves in the tourney. Sadly, not all of our original team was able to join us in 

Louisville Kentucky, but we were happy to accept the talents of a fellow NY 

player and an outgoing, friendly middle from Indiana. The trip to KY wasn’t 

simple and easy, between an accident and stormy weather, we were worried 

not all the team would make it to the gym on time. Thankfully with a lot of 

maneuvering and stress we showed up in time for pool play and were ready to 

get started. Our schedule wasn’t optimal secondary to 4 back to back to back 

matches, but we did our best. By the end of the first day we were 2-2 and ex-

hausted. We ended up making it into the Bronze bracket after pool play and 

made it past first round, however couldn’t keep our stamina up. We lost to a 

fellow NY team in the end. Overall it was an experience worth having.  

 

                In our off time we bonded over volleyball, food, drinks and the sites. 

Our team explored the Louisville zoo together and snapped shots of all the 

various animals. We witnessed a roar off between the king of the jungle and 

his lioness, smiled as the brown bears playing tag in the water, and watched as 

the monkeys swung around on their nets. We tried the local beers at the Hard 

Rock Café, made friends with our waiter/bartender while laughing over dinner 

and drinks at our hotels bar/restaurant. We cheered on our fellow NY teams as 

they battled in their divisions and as a personal  high light, I accepted my boy-

friends proposal at the Irish pub.  

 

                Louisville was a good experience even if our competition hopes 

weren’t as successful as we’d planned for. We look forward to future National 

trips together with hopes to improve as a team. See everyone back in Phoenix, 

AZ next year.  



 The caravan of the Pink Karma ladies (plus one T & Cracker) de-

parted bright and early for Louisville, KY on Thursday, May 23rd. The 

drive there was uneventful with lots of sleeping, laughing, rain & a little 

catch phrase. The caravan was able to stay together until we reached 

Louisville when one car had to stop to high jack a Papa Johns bathroom. 

Our hotel was close to the expo center (thanks Skinner) and provided a 

free shuttle which was convenient & available at our beck and call.  

 

 With the momentum from our regionals win we pumped ourselves up 

in preparation for an exhausting schedule. Starting at 8am we played 

four back to back matches ( yes, 8a, 9a, 10:30a & 11:30am) welcome to 

the condensed nationals format!!  Although we  had moments of playing 

like ourselves it was a rough day with a disappointing goose egg in our 

win column. After a shower and a drink we shook off the morning and 

headed black to the expo to cheer on our fellow IREVA teams.  

 

 Since we had a morning schedule this pattern of playing and cheer-

ing filled the next few days. We celebrated a birthday a PK birthday with 

a midnight dinner at the Hard Rock Cafe downtown but spent most of our 

time near the expo center.  

 

 Over the next two days we played better and won a few leading us 

to win the (self titled) paper plate division! Although we may not have 

had our best showing the PK Ladies always have a fun time playing  

together!! 

Womens - Pink Karma 



Well after hopping in 4 different vehicles, 12 hours and one 
speeding ticket later (stupid Ohio) the whole team was in Louisville by 

3 a.m. Friday morning... Thank god we had the afternoon wave. So we 
got a decent night sleep after we all got settled and then the weekend 

of fun was on! 
The volleyball started on Friday at 3 p.m. we played 3 games on 

each of the first two days. Let’s just say the volleyball wasn’t the pretti-
est. Having an outside hitter as a setter and some others out of posi-
tion it was basically pure chaos. But with that being said we did play 

well. We were in almost every one of our matches and a few points go-
ing in our favor would have made any of the games go in our direc-
tion. Then we were placed in the dirt bracket and we put on a good 
showing but lost our first match of playoffs. So we were off to cheer 
for the IREVA boys who represented our region very well!!! Nice work 
L.O.F.T! The Black Ice girls concluded that we took one for the region 

and lost all of our games so that the boys could win all of theirs… you 

are welcome.  
So since the volleyball was not our highlight of the weekend we 

needed to make it up out on the streets of Louisville. Eating, laughs 
and drinking that is what Black Ice does best. We had a nice variety of 
food consisting of pasta, tex-mex and some good ‘ole bar food. Then 

each night we hit up 4
th

 street to enjoy some cocktails  

Womens - Black Ice 



We enjoyed some bourbon cask ale in order to fit in in Jim Beam 
country and enjoyed some music at the Howl at the Moon piano bar 

where we all showed off our beautiful voices. We of course were re-
lentless and most of our comedy came from making fun of our very 
white teammate as well as our very short teammate… but don’t worry 
cause Darryl is one step up from a red head and Kelly was allowed into 

the Troll bar! 
 We had some great times and then piled back into the van to 
head home. We were very careful this time through Ohio where we 

saw about 100 cops a few of which think it is smart to just walk into 
the 75 mph highway and point at you if they wanted you to pull 
over… we didn’t think that made much sense. We also tried to dismem-
ber Alyssa so that her longs legs would be on Kelly (the driver) so she 
could have short legs in the back seat and not be so cramped… we de-
cided none of us were qualified for a Frankenstein surgery so Alyssa 

had to deal. But we made it home safe and sound with lots of memo-

ries and another great nationals weekend under our belts! 

Black Ice continued... 



Womens - RPI - Konane Bay 

Louisville.  Most of us had never been to Kentucky.  It was the same weekend as RPI graduation, 

counting both our seniors out and some of our other players who had to leave town right after finals.  

But hey, it was Nationals.  Definitely worth hustling to make it happen. Luckily, two players from 

IREVA were willing to join our team and make the trip. The 12-hour drive was an adventure, and we 

all made it, a bit tired, but safe and sound. 

From our past experience, we knew the competition would be very tough, we were determined to 

win at least one match this year. The first day of pool play was a challenge because we had never 

played as full team before the first match. Each game we changed up our lineup finding our rhythm 

and improving as we went. The first and second days, we had lots of fun, alas no wins. On the third 

day, we were placed in the single-elimination fourth flight, and we won our first match in an excit-

ing three game match. We were quite proud of this accomplishment and excited to play the next 

match. Unfortunately, our momentum from our win in the last match did not continue, losing, al-

though enjoying the game. 

Overall, with the one successful match at Nationals, we had an enjoyable time, learning a lot about 

ourselves and gaining valuable tournament experience. We had our ups and downs in playing, and 

there many good plays. Regardless of what happened in our match record, our team enjoyed Nation-

als, and we cannot wait try again in Arizona next year. We also had enjoyed watching and cheering 

on LOFT (our coach Ben’s team), other IREVA teams and Team Pineapple at Nationals. Thanks you 

to Jen and Ashley for playing with our team and Ben for coaching us. 



Congratulations to all the Juniors 

High Performance Teams! 


