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USA Disabled Hockey:
Disabled Hockey Workshop
USA Hockey is pleased to announce that the 2018 Disabled Hockey Workshop will take place in Las Vegas from Oct. 4-7, 2018. The workshop will be held at City National Arena, practice facility of the NHL's Vegas Golden Knights. Registration for the event is now open and will conclude at noon on Sunday, Sept. 30th.
New and existing program administrators, board members, coaches and volunteers from around the country will come together for a weekend of educational sessions and networking. Attending programs will have access to the best resources available to USA Hockey members, providing the tools to make your program a top quality and outstanding organization.

This year's theme is Club Excellence and some of the sessions scheduled include:

· USA Hockey Town Hall

· Office Hours with the Disabled Hockey Section

· Building Blocks of a Successful Program

· Strategic Planning and Best Practices

· Program Sustainability

· Working with your USA Hockey Affiliate

· Interns Are a Valuable Asset

· Grant Searching and Writing Winning Proposals

· Newsletters: Creation and Distribution

· And Many More Innovative and Exciting Sessions

The workshop will begin at noon on Friday, October 5 and will conclude at noon on Sunday, October 7. 

On Saturday night there will be a Keynote Dinner. At this dinner, the 2018-19 U.S. National Sled Hockey Team, the Disabled Hockey Section members and players from the Warrior Classic will also be in attendance. 
USA Hockey Warriors Classic

Third Annual Event Set for October 4-7 in Las Vegas

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. — Comedian, singer and celebrity impressionist Terry Fator, a longtime supporter of various military charities, has been named presenting sponsor of the USA Hockey Warrior Classic it was announced today by USA Hockey.

The multi-year agreement, which includes the creation of a logo to showcase the event, annually brings together teams from across the country comprised of U.S. military veterans to compete in sled hockey.

“We are excited to have Terry engaged with USA Hockey,” said Pat Kelleher, executive director of USA Hockey. “He has an enormously successful show in Las Vegas and to have his name attached to our Warrior Classic will certainly help advance the visibility of the event and the sport overall.”

“I’m a big supporter of our military and also love what USA Hockey is doing, particularly through sled hockey and the Warrior Classic,” said Fator. “I’m thrilled to lend my support and look forward to this first event!”

The 2018 USA Hockey Warrior Classic, presented by Terry Fator, is set for Oct. 4-7 at City National Arena in Las Vegas.

The sponsorship also gives Fator, whose show at The Mirage has been one of the top, award-winning headlining shows on the Las Vegas strip since 2009, the designation of an official sponsor of USA Hockey.

The Warrior discipline is one of the newest in USA Hockey’s offering for disabled athletes and is dedicated to U.S. military veterans with a disability. To be eligible to participate, all players must be or have been a veteran and member of the armed forces and meet a minimum disability rating. The USA Hockey Warrior Classic was first played in the 2016-17 season.
David Hoff Named Head Coach of 2018-19 U.S. National Sled Hockey team

David Hoff (Bottineau, N.D.), who served as an assistant coach on the gold medal-winning 2018 U.S. Paralympic Sled Hockey Team at the 2018 Paralympic Winter Games in PyeongChang, South Korea, has been named head coach of the 2018-19 U.S. National Sled Hockey Team, it was announced today by USA Hockey.

"We're extremely pleased to have David as the head coach of our national team for this coming season," said Dan Brennan, director of sled national teams for USA Hockey and general manager of the 2018-19 U.S. National Sled Hockey Team. "He was an important part of our Paralympic gold medal-winning staff last March and has contributed to our program for the last seven years in multiple capacities."

Last season, Hoff helped the United States compile a 15-1-0-1 (W-OTW-OTL-L) record that included championship wins at both the 2017 World Sled Hockey Challenge in Charlottetown, P.E.I., and the 2018 Turin Para Ice Hockey International Tournament before culminating in an unprecedented third-straight Paralympic gold medal.

"It's a privilege to be asked to coach this team and I'm thankful to USA Hockey for this opportunity," said Hoff. "I have seen first-hand how both Jeff (Sauer) and Guy (Gosselin) cultivated a winning culture within this program. In looking at our player pool, I'm excited for tryouts later this month and to begin working with Dan and our development team coaches in shaping our roster for this coming season."

Last season, Hoff helped Team USA to Paralympic gold as well as the 2017 World Sled Challenge title

This will be Hoff's third season with the U.S. National Sled Hockey Team after serving as an assistant coach alongside Guy Gosselin (Grafton, Wis.) last season and the late Jeff Sauer (Madison, Wis.) in 2016-17. In addition to helping the U.S. to a trio of international wins in 2017-18, Hoff also was part of Team USA's silver medal finish at the 2017 Para Sled Hockey World Championship in Goyang, South Korea. 

Hoff, who has also been involved with USA Hockey as a coach-in-chief for the last 10 years, serves as an athletic director, mathematics teacher and head coach for the boys' ice hockey team at Bottineau High School. He graduated from Minot State University in 1990.
Roster Named for 2018-19 U.S. Women's Development Sled Hockey Team- Minnesota coach and player!

The roster for the 2018-19 U.S. Women’s Development Sled Hockey Team was announced today by USA Hockey and features 18 players, including three goaltenders, six defensemen and nine forwards. The 2018-19 season marks the first season the team is under full governance of USA Hockey.

“We’re excited to welcome the women’s national sled development team to the USA Hockey family formally,” said Pat Kelleher, executive director of USA Hockey. “While it’s a program that has been in existence since 2007 and the USA Hockey Foundation has supported it in some fashion for a number of years, it’s a program that is now fully part of USA Hockey and we look forward to its continued evolution.”

This year’s selection camp was held in Voorhees, N.J., at the Virtual Flyers Skate Zone as part of the 2018 Girls/Women’s Sled Hockey Development Camp.

Minnesota Disabled Hockey:
Minnesota Warriors:  
· MN Warriors Ice Hockey held recruiting events at  the VFW National Convention in Kansas City, MO in July and The 100th American Legion National convention in Minneapolis,MN in August. 
· For the American Legion Convention we held and Exhibition hockey game at Ridder Arena attended by over 100 guests. We also held an recruiting event at Military Appreciation Day at the Minnesota State fair. We are sending  one team to the Warrior Classic in Las Vegas, NV in October. We anticipate Placing  two teams in the AHA this fall and one team in Duluth in leagues.
· We are partnering  with the Blue Ox on marketing. and have reached out  to the Whitecaps to do the same

Minnesota Sled Hockey:  
· This past summer for MN Sled Hockey Assc was highlighted by the 1st Annual Boundary Waters Sled Hockey Combine.  The camp took place in Ely, MN, included on-ice and off-ice training, daily seminars from national USA Disabled Hockey coaches, and was highlighted by a day long trip into the Boundary Waters - truly a life changing accomplishment for MN sled hockey players.  The camp included players from our three MN sled hockey clubs.  Thank you to all volunteers and the incredible coaches that made it all possible!
Rochester team update:

· The team participated in the annual Rochester Fest Parade.  We drove our trailer and players and volunteers wheeled or walked alongside the parade route.

· We held two Board Meetings (June and August)

· Confirmed 2018-2019 ice time schedule.  We practice at 6:45-7:45pm on Sundays at Graham Arena starting.

· We are working with Scott Horsman from Gillette Children’s Specialty Hospital and Limb Lab to be able to fabricate custom buckets through Limb Lab locally.

· For fundraising we had a donation and we are also selling Kwik Trip cards.  Steve and Doc are seeking partnering with a local car dealership for Kwik Trip card sales. We hosted a Chipotle fundraising night.

· We are planning to expand our storage at Graham Arena. Rob is working on a design and we are seeking approval.

Hope, Inc. update

· We had 3 junior Players invited to the USA development camp in Buffalo New York. We had two women attend the women’s development camp in Nee Jersey

· We had 50 attending our sled hockey camp—split into 2 separate camps due to numbers!

· We start our regular season on 11/10

· 4 teams with 50 to be rosteWe had 3 junior Players invited to the USA development camp in Buffalo New York. We had two women attend the women’s development camp in Nee Jersey

· We Had 50 attending our sled hockey camp—split inton2 separate camps due to numbers!

· 4 teams with 50 to be rostered 

Minnesota Special Hockey:  
· We had our Annual Summer Picnic in July. It was a huge success. So many athletes and families came to reunite with friends and teammates. 
· We are currently planning our annual meeting and season kick off. We also are have a few 3v3 opportunities to get the rust off our skates before the season begins. We also are welcoming a new team in the Waconia area. 
· Our registration is open and we can’t wait for the season to begin in November. 
Minnesota Disabled Hockey Committee:
Minnesota Hockey Announces Addition of Blind Hockey
Minnesota Wild Blind Hockey to Host Kick Off Event October 21st

St. Paul, MN – August 28, 2018 – Minnesota Hockey, in partnership with the Minnesota Wild, announced today it will be launching a new disabled hockey program for players in Minnesota with visual impairments. The Minnesota Wild Blind Hockey program will kick off its inaugural season with a try blind hockey event on Sunday, October 21 at TRIA Rink in Saint Paul, MN.

 

Blind hockey, which is the newest discipline of disabled hockey, is the same exhilarating, fast-paced sport of ice hockey with minimal rule adaptations to make the game accessible for players who are all legally blind. The most significant modification is that the sport features an adapted puck that makes noise, and is both bigger and slower than a traditional puck.

 

“Minnesota Disabled Hockey is proud to offer our newest program, Minnesota Wild Blind Hockey, to our list of programs for people of all abilities in the State of Hockey,” said Minnesota Hockey Disabled Hockey Director Antonia Gillen.  “This program will create opportunities for people with visual impairments to play hockey and expands the network of hockey programs for people in Minnesota with varying disabilities. We are so grateful for the continued support of the Minnesota Wild and their assistance in reaching another group of individuals who would otherwise not have the chance to play the sport we all enjoy.”

 

The Minnesota Wild Blind Hockey program will open registration on September 1st and is open to the first 20 players. The program will feature weekly ice sessions designed to teach players basic skating and hockey skills while emphasizing the development of sportsmanship, team spirit, increased confidence, pride, and team unity.

 

“Our organization is very proud to support the creation of The Minnesota Wild Blind Hockey program,” said Minnesota Wild President Matt Majka. “Our organization believes very strongly that hockey is for everyone and this new program will provide people with visual impairments the opportunity to play the great sport of hockey.”
 

For additional information on blind hockey or to register, visit mnspecialhockey.org/blindhockey.

Respectfully submitted,

Antonia Gillen
USA Disabled Hockey Director

Minnesota District

