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INDY ELEVEN HEAD COACH MARTIN RENNIE 
 
On tonight’s result … 
 
“I thought it was a good performance. We showed great character to come back from down a 
goal. It was a little unfortunate. It was a good reaction and we created a lot of chances, in 
addition to not giving up a lot of chances. In the first half the tempo was too slow, but in the 
second half it was much quicker. The new players did a good job tonight. Drew Conner had a 
good night and Gabriel Rodrigues offers us a different dimension. Overall, I’m really pleased.” 
 
On Drew Conner’s impact … 
 
“Drew’s just getting into his groove and finding his feet, and tonight will help him a lot. He played 
about 80 minutes, which was longer than I planned on playing him. Because he scored, I 
thought it would give him a little energy and I wanted to try and get his fitness up a little more. 
He did a good job and enjoys being here. He enjoys the team and the way that we play. That’s 
going to help him settle in quickly.” 
 
On the last three set piece goals given up and the defense’s performance … 
 
“We’ve performed well, and we haven’t given up anything from open play. Charlotte’s one goal 
tonight was a little unfortunate. I thought it hit [Niki] Jackson’s hand, but there’s not much we 
can do about it now. Whether it did or didn’t, it was an unlucky deflection. We need to make 
sure we’re defending really well around the edge of the box and not giving up any free kicks. 
We’ve been punished for them.” 
 
On the offense controlling the game … 
 
“We played well even when there was pressure. When they pressed us, we were able to play 
out of the pressure and that opened up the field. Even though we had a lot of shots, there were 
some instances we could’ve slowed down and taken an even better shot.  
 
“We’re playing well and on a good run of form. We’ve now got more wins this season than all of 
last season. We’re doing well and I think the players are growing in confidence. All those things 
contribute to more shots.”  
 
 
INDY ELEVEN MIDFIELDER DREW CONNER  
 
On scoring a brace in his first start …  
 
“It was great, it was a lot of fun. Obviously, it was a great team performance. For me personally, 
I had my whole family here, so it was just a special night. I got my first two professional goals, 
so it was just a really fun night.” 
 



On the “interesting” second goal …  
 
“I think it was Gabriel Rodrigues who was pressing. I saw [Charlotte’s] left center-back open up 
and I just tried to head it right at the goalkeeper and kind of force him to make a mistake, which 
he did. He drilled the ball right at my head and I reacted at the last second and gave it a little 
push. It went over his head and went in, so you can call it a fluke, you can call it luck, but at the 
same time we create our own luck. We pressed as a team and forced them to make a mistake 
and sometimes you get a little lucky.” 
 
On the team’s offensive creativity tonight …  
 
“I think it was our ability to get forward and help support each other with the ball. Sometimes, 
maybe only one or two guys are flying forward, but we had a lot of support, guys coming in 
behind to help move the ball and create chances. I think we have a lot of talent on this team and 
we are just going to continue to create a lot of opportunities.” 
 
On adjusting to being in Indy …  
 
“It’s been fantastic. The coaching staff, the whole team have been really warm and helping me 
get adjusted and acquainted with the style of play. It’s not easy when you come in midway 
through a season and have to adjust right away, but these guys have handled it really well. I’m 
just really thankful for a locker room full of great guys.” 


