
Brandon Valley Hockey Association 
Minutes 

Monday, March 9, 2020 7:00 pm 

Tailgators 

1013 N Splitrock Blvd, Brandon, SD 57005 

 

 

Board Members present: Perry Schneekloth, Cody Clites, Brian Reinwald, Tom Cauwels, Jon 
Johnson, Tom Fogarty, JoLynn Harris, Laura Schoen Carbonneau, Sarah Rasmussen 
Board members absent: Jennifer Swenson 
Guests: Tom Gruenig, Mark Pyle, Brook Horstmeyer, Jason Lindquist, Sue Harms, Nichole 
Cauwels, Bryan Seaver, Sam Johnson 
 
President Perry Schneekloth called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm     
    
Brian moved to approve meeting minutes, second by Jon motion approved. 
 
The consent agenda, including recognition of an email board action to approve purchasing a 
used Zamboni ice edger for $300 from the Blue Mound Ice Arena. 
 
BVHA PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
Guests had questions about the progress on the rink. Perry explained current fundraising 
efforts and the plan to stay at McHardy Park for the 2020/2021 season with the hope of having 
the 2021/2022 season at a new location. Work can be done sooner if fundraising efforts 
increase. 
  
Cody made a motion to move the indoor rink discussion to the public comment period. 
Second by JoLynn. Motion approved. 
 
Tom Cauwels reported there is land available for $4.50/sq. feet on the western edge of town. 
Additional land for parking would be needed. Tom has also been working on a plan to assemble 
a group of people to purchase the land with the intent to sell it to BVHA over a designated time 
frame. Tom would like the BVHA board to take out a loan to start the project as soon as land is 
secured. There is a new plan diagram borrowed from a rink in the eastern part of the country 
and Henry Carlson Co. will update it with today’s costs get an idea of what would be needed to 
replicate that model here. Tom Fogarty has been in contact with the bank and has provided 
financial statements. The bank still needs to see a business plan before any loans were secured. 
    
 
 
 
 
 



Treasurer’s Report 
Tom F. presented financials as of February 29, 2020.  
 
 
Cody Clites made a motion to approve the financial report, second by Brian Reinwald. Motion 
approved. 
 
Tom suggested the association might be able to reduce monthly payments by refinancing the 
current debt. Laura made a motion for Tom to refinance the loans. JoLynn second. Motion 
approved. 
           
 PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Perry presented a proposal which will be submitted to SDAHA to amend the bylaws 3.9 
regarding player transfers. The proposal will be considered during the April SDAHA meeting 
held in Brookings. 
 
The BVHA annual meeting will be held 6:30 pm Tuesday, April 14 at Brandon Valley Assembly of 
God.  Hockey teams will be announced and recognized. The association will auction 9 sticks 
(one per level) as a fundraiser. Laura will check with other associations to find out who prints 
their league and state tournament championship banners. The banners will be presented at the 
Annual Meeting. 
 
DIRECTOR AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

HOCKEY DEVELOPMENT 
 
There is some interest in helping goalies continue to develop and the association is 
looking at ideas to help them develop during the off-season.  One option may be to 
encourage them to attend Sunday night Stick-n-Puck. Another idea is to have a BVHA 
goalie camp. This may be something for the association to consider doing next year.    
  
FUNDRAISING  
The raffle committee presented ideas for the raffle saying in order to reach fundraising 
goals, there needs to be a higher number of tickets sold per player. The costs for raffle 
tickets will remain at $20 with prizes of $10,000 cash, a fishing trip for two to Canada 
and a few other items. Suggested incentives include: Those who sell between 60-80 will 
receive $1/ticket in tournament fees/spirit wear; 81-100 tickets will receive $2/ticket in 
tournament fees/spirit wear; 101+ will receive $3/ticket for tournament fees/spirit wear 
with a cap of $300. Incentives for mini mites and mites will be free equipment rental for 
those who sell 25 tickets over their required minimum. There is no buy-out option this 
year, but the fundraising committee asks the board to consider the BVHA fundraising 
policy to see if buy-out language could be added in the future.  The committee would 



like to have a cornhole tournament at the same time as the raffle drawing to draw 
attendance and raise further funds. 
 
JoLynn Harris made a motion to increase raffle tickets for single player families to 40 
and multi-player families to 50. The motion includes keeping tournament incentives 
for Squirt level and above and free rental equipment for Mites and Mini Mites for 
those who sell 25 tickets above their required minimum. The raffle will begin on April 
14 and the drawing will be held on July 25. Cody seconds. Motion approved.  

 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
 
Bryan Seaver has been working on a contract for naming rights for the new rink. It has 
been reviewed by an attorney and send to the board to discuss. The naming rights will 
have language stating the sponsor will be the exclusive provider of sports medicine and 
strength and conditioning services. The sponsor will also receive first right of refusal for 
additional building projects/expansions. Changes to the contract regarding a possible 
alternate location and a few additional items need to be made and emailed out for 
board approval. Once the contract has been signed, there will be a plan to roll out 
announcements.  
 
Perry made a motion to approve the sponsorship contract with anticipated revisions 
and give Bryan Seaver the authority to make final approval. Sarah second. Motion 
approved.  
 
GPS has about $500,000 worth of possible sponsorship out in proposals.     

  
MARKETING/PUBLIC RELATIONS  
 
The logo discussion will be postponed until a later date. Sarah will continue to work on 
options and bring them to the board in the future. 
 
Brandon Valley Night at Stampede is scheduled for April 17. The Association will receive 
$5 per ticket back but only if they tickets are purchased through the special link/flyer. 
Kids are needed for Chuck-a-Puck. Mini Mites will also be skating during intermission. 
The association needs to encourage people from Brandon Valley to come out and 
support to the community. Sarah will ask if the Peewee B and Bantam B teams can get 
recognized during an intermission for their winning seasons.     

 
REGISTRATION 
 
Tom Cauwels made a motion for skaters in their first year at BVHA to have their 
registration and equipment fees waived. Tom Fogarty seconds. Motion approved. This 
action will stay in place indefinitely and will require the board to takes action to change. 
 



RINK 
 
Brian Reinwald reported work is being done to prepare for possible spring flooding. The 
chiller, player benches and locker rooms have been moved and are being stored at Tom 
Gruenig’s workplace. Equipment can be stored at the rented storage unit in Corson. The 
association still needs to cover the coils. That can be done prior to impending flood. The 
wall by the player bench needs to be reinforced before next season. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – No report 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Concussion Return to Play policy – Laura presented changes to the BVHA concussion screening 
policy. The proposed policy reads: 
 

D. Concussion Screening and Return to Play Policy 
All players at the Squirt (10U) and older age level are required to complete a concussion 
screening prior to the start of each season. Any fees will be paid for by the families. However, 
the BVHA board may elect to pay for and administer the screenings. 

 
BVHA follows the USA Hockey Concussion Management Program which shall be shared with 
every registered player, regardless of age, at the beginning of each hockey season. The 
information will also be available on the BVHA website. Any player who suffers a concussion or 
suspected concussion while participating in a BVHA or USA Hockey sanctioned event must 
complete a RETURN TO PLAY FORM and submit it to the BVHA President prior to returning to 
any BVHA practice or game. Parents/guardians of players registered with BVHA are required to 
notify their team coach if their child has suffered a concussion or suspected concussion outside 
of a BVHA or USA Hockey Association event. The player must complete a RETURN TO PLAY 
FORM and submit it to the BVHA President prior to returning to any BVHA practice or game.  

 
Perry motioned to approve Concussion Screening and Return to Play Policy. JoLynn second. 
Motion approved. 
 
The current BVHA bylaws do not reflect the current practice. Perry will appoint a committee to 
review the bylaws and make recommendations for updates at the April meeting. 
One possible change would be to add the position of Recruitment Director. As the association 
grows, this person would sit on the board and be responsible for recruitment activities for 
BVHA. This person would be in charge of activities like Try Hockey for Free, Loyalty Day Parade 
and other recruitment activities.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Work has been ongoing to find candidates for the board positions which will be up for election 
at the Annual Meeting. There currently is someone interested in the nomination for VP, Board 
positions – There is a nomination for VP, a couple people are interested in the Coaching 



Director position as well as Fundraising Director and Treasurer. Communication needs to go out 
on a weekly basis encouraging people to run. 
 
The April meeting will be held on April 14 immediately following the Annual Meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:57 pm 
 
 

Respectfully submitted by Laura Schoen Carbonneau 


