
Here are 26 of the best high school boys hockey 
players in the state 
The high school boys hockey season is underway, and the goal for all the top teams in the state remains the 
same: Find a way to reach the WIAA state tournament in Madison. 

Plenty of individual talent will be on display throughout 2021-22, not to mention a few big storylines to follow. 

Can Fond du Lac St. Mary’s Springs complete a three-peat after winning D2 titles in 2020 and 2021, joining 
Superior as the only programs to win three straight since the tournament started in 1971? 

Will Hudson win a state championship for the fourth time in six seasons? 

Both will have targets on their backs. 

“I would not say they are used to it,” St. Mary’s Springs coach John Welsch said of his players. “I think it was 
after the third or fourth game last year when three or four of the kids said, ‘It’s like everyone wants to get 
you.’ I turned and looked, and it was like a light bulb went on. Yeah, you won the state tournament. You are 
now circled on every calendar. 

“Will these kids know that? The returners will, but not the new ones. You always want to play whoever the top 
dogs are.” 

The Ledgers have several of the best players in Wisconsin as they start a quest for another title. Here are 26 
from around the state to follow this season. 

Josh Austin, sr., Fond du Lac St. Mary’s Springs   

Despite his senior status, this is Austin’s first season with the team after previously playing for the Green Bay 
Junior Gamblers. 

“Josh has been in our school since kindergarten,” Welsch said. “Played with these kids for most of his youth. … 
He brings comradery and friendship and pretty high skill set with being able to move the puck, see the ice and 
shoot.” 

The 5-foot-11, 173-pound Austin was considered a top-five forward during the fall season with Team 
Wisconsin U18 and finished in the top three in scoring on the squad during the Minnesota Elite League season. 

Austin should help fill the void left by Brady Welsch, who was the state’s player of the year last season. He 
likely will be a contender for the Badgerland Conference player of the year. 

“We have a new mission here,” Welsch said. “Josh, clearly, he has all the skills. He has the total package.” 

 



Hunter Bill, jr., Green Bay Notre Dame 

The 5-8, 157-pound forward was a second-team all-state pick last season in helping the Tritons reach state, 
recording 33 points in 19 games. 

He has 33 goals and 52 assists in 43 career games. As a rookie in 2019-20, he was named to Wisconsin Prep 
Hockey’s all-freshman team. 

Bill will help replace some of the offense lost by the graduation of Brendan Poshak, the Northern Michigan 
recruit who was one of the best players in the state as a senior last season. 

His biggest strength could be his speed off the rush, along with the dual threat of playmaking and an ability to 
put the puck in the net. 

“Dynamic, skilled forward with speed, hockey IQ and can score,” Notre Dame coach Cory McCracken said. “Can 
play any of three forward positions and will be a key piece of our power play.” 

Bill played well for Team Wisconsin U18 – he had 16 points in 28 games – and will have junior and college 
hockey options. 

Talan Blanck, so., Fond du Lac St. Mary’s Springs  

Like Austin, the 5-10, 150-pound forward also is new to the team this season. He’s young, but he already has 
valuable experience playing for the Green Bay Junior Gamblers the past two seasons as well as Team 
Wisconsin U16 this fall when he had five goals and six assists in 27 games. 

“Extremely skilled player,” Welsch said. 

Callan Budinger, sr., Green Bay Notre Dame 

The multi-dimensional team captain returns to help lead a Tritons team that reached the WIAA Division 1 state 
tournament last season, one year after it reached a title game. 

The 5-11, 173-pound forward has registered 33 goals and 37 assists in 74 career games and had a strong 
season for Team Wisconsin U18 in the Minnesota Elite League. 

“The point total may not wow anyone, but his points come in the right area of the rink,” McCracken said. 
“Translates well to junior hockey and above.” 

Budinger is receiving “serious” junior hockey interest and is expected to have an opportunity to play after his 
prep career is competed. 

 

 



Tyler Dale, sr., Waukesha  

The 5-9, 161-pound forward was a second-team all-state pick as a junior after scoring 33 goals and adding 42 
assists in 22 games. He also had five goals and 10 assists during the regular season for Team Wisconsin U18. 

Dale has scored 32 or more goals in each of the last two seasons for Waukesha and has 79 goals and 74 assists 
during his three-year career. 

“Ty is a highly skilled player who makes everyone around him better,” Waukesha coach Raja Aylsworth said. 
“He has the ability to create his own scoring opportunities or attract a lot of attention and set up his 
teammates. He has a great attitude and work ethic. 

“Ty’s commitment to working hard has been apparent by the progression that he’s made over the last several 
years as a player. We’re proud to have him on the team and think he’s going to have a huge senior year.” 

Brody Dietz, so., Hudson 

One of the top defensemen in the state who also plays for Team Wisconsin U16 and was drafted by Sioux City 
in the United States Hockey League’s Phase 1 draft earlier this year. 

The 5-10, 175-pound Dietz is a quality two-way defenseman who helped lead his team to a state title as a 
rookie. 

“A competitor who played in every situation as a freshman,” said Hudson coach Davis Drewiske, a former 
Badgers standout who played for the Los Angeles Kings and Montreal Canadians from 2008 to 2013. “Sees the 
ice well, defends well and wants to win.” 

Dayne Deanovich, sr., Fond du Lac St. Mary’s Springs  

The 6-0, 183-pound forward has scored 10 or more goals in each of his first three seasons, including a career-
high 25 last season when he was first-team all-state. 

He has 50 goals and 53 assists in his first 71 career games while being a big part of a successful Ledgers team. 

“He’s a big, strong power forward with one of the hardest shots in the state,” Welsch said. “He plays in the 
dirty areas, as we call it. He plays in front of the net and in the corners. He’s just immovable in front of the 
net.” 

 

 

 

 



Ian Engel, sr., Neenah 

Will be in his first season with Neenah after playing the past three years with the Green Bay Junior Gamblers. 

The 5-11, 173-pounder was a top defenseman on Team Wisconsin U18 this year and signed a tender to play for 
Bismarck in the North America Hockey League in 2021-22. 

Engel’s brother, Owen, played for Neenah’s state runner-up team in 2019. 

“I have known Ian for many years but have never had a chance to coach him until this year,” Neenah coach Jeff 
Lindemann said. “We were lucky to have Ian decide to play for his high school his senior year.  

“What I first noticed about Ian was his ability to see the ice. His first pass out of the D-zone is exceptional, and 
he is willing and able to join the rush and become a scoring threat. Ian has made the guys around him better, 
and his ability to show forecheckers one thing and do another is outstanding.” 

McCracken believes Engel is the top defenseman in the state. The only question is whether he will get the 
recognition in his only season and the possibility some coaches might not know much about him. 

“When a guy comes in from the outside you worry about how he will fit in with the team culture,” Lindemann 
said. “But he is all in and the guys are really enjoying having him in the locker room and on the blue line.” 

Bridger Fixmer, sr., Chippewa Falls 

Considered by some to be one of the three best goalies in the state who at times is the very best when he’s at 
the top of his game. 

The fierce competitor is athletic, quick and reads the game well. He was a key piece to the Cardinals’ state 
tournament appearance in 2019-20. 

“Bridger has a solid team around him this year,” McCracken said. “Will be a key piece for Chippewa staying 
competitive with Eau Claire Memorial and Hudson in the Big Rivers Conference.” 

Fixmer has gone 20-6 his first three seasons while allowing 1.78 goals. 

Tyler Fromolz, sr., Waupun 

The standout goalie is 22-23-4 for the Warriors during his first three seasons, allowing 2.95 goals per game. 

Fromolz also plays for the Janesville Jr. Jets U18 team in the fall before prep season starts. 

He might not be quite as good as Fixmer or Wausau West’s Adam Prokop in the net, but it’s sure close. 

“Flies under the radar a bit as he plays for Waupun, so a bit hidden to most,” McCracken said. “Very solid 
player that has a long high school track record of success. Can steal a game.” 

 



Max Giblin, sr., Hudson 

A four-year varsity defenseman who has helped Hudson win two state championships and is a favorite to 
capture a third with him. 

The Raiders’ power play runs through the 6-2, 165-pound Giblin, whose big body and physicality makes him 
difficult to beat one on one. 

“Played in a lot of big games and usually plays his best when competition gets ramped up,” Drewiske said. 
“Does a nice job on our power play and has continued to improve as a defender.” 

Giblin had six goals and 25 assists last season. 

Brenden Gruber, jr., Green Bay Notre Dame 

Like his teammate, Hunter Bill, Gruber made the Wisconsin Prep Hockey all-freshman team in 2020. He 
followed by being named second-team all-state as a sophomore. 

He has 20 goals and 31 assists in 47 career games and plays well in traffic. 

“Skilled forward who has finishing ability," McCracken said. "Brenden will be asked to be a consistent offensive 
threat and help absorb Brendan Poshak’s offense from last year.” 

Mason Keller, jr., Stevens Point 

The 6-foot, 180-pound defenseman should be the best at his position in the Wisconsin Valley Conference, 
especially with former Wausau West star and Wisconsin recruit Brady Cleveland advancing to the USA Hockey 
National Development Program. 

Keller had 10 goals and 13 assists in a breakout sophomore season. 

“Smooth skating, heavy competitive player that has good hockey sense and stick skill,” McCracken said. “Edges 
are very good, an elusive skater that is deceptively fast. Heavy shot and skill to join or lead rush and be 
effective on power play.” 

The Panthers are expected to be a deep team, but Keller will play big minutes for a squad that will be a favorite 
to win conference. 

 

 

 

 



Aidan Lenz, sr., Madison Edgewood 

The 6-1, 150-pound forward had 12 goals and 15 assists as a junior and was an all-state honorable-mention 
selection by the Wisconsin Hockey Coaches Association. He has 95 points in 66 career games. 

He also performed well with several teammates while playing for Team Wisconsin U18. 

Lenz is considered a complete and gritty player with high-end skill and speed. He still could add muscle to his 
frame but plays a power forward style in his presence in the forecheck and net-front.  

He forms a dynamic line along with stars Cody Menzel and JJ Wiebusch. 

“He might not get quite the same attention, but he can play with anyone in the state and helps make this line 
as good as any in the state,” Madison Edgewood coach Pete Rothering said. 

Jack McGregor, so., University School of Milwaukee 

The team lost standout goalie Jack Schroeder after he graduated and moved to junior hockey, but another Jack 
could be one of the best in the state despite his sophomore status. 

The 5-10, 150-pound forward led the Wildcats in points as a rookie last season while on a squad that featured 
12 seniors. 

“At the end of the year we kind of expected those guys to be leading our team in points,” said University 
School coach Corbin McGuire, who played at Wisconsin. “We also are a program that is very much long-term 
oriented, and kind of look at the whole body of work. Look at it from a team aspect and don’t really look at 
individual accolades and points. 

“We knew Jack was developing extremely well within our program and knew he was a really talented hockey 
player.” 

McGregor took his licks early in his first season but hit his stride to put together a decorated year. 

It’s now about repeating that type of performance. If he at all flew under the radar as a freshman, he won’t as 
a sophomore. Everyone knows about him by now. 

“He came in with little to no expectations and little to no kind of role within our team,” McGuire said. “Losing 
12 seniors and him being our returning leader in points, he is going to take on a much bigger role within our 
team from a leadership standpoint.” 

 

 

 



Michael McIntee, jr., Green Bay Notre Dame 

An offensive defenseman for the Tritons. He played well for Team Wisconsin U16 in the fall and is receiving 
plenty of looks from junior and college programs. 

“Can lead, join or start the rush,” McCracken said. “Creative and sees layers in the game. Michael will be an 
every situation player for us and consistency will improve with less minutes based on defensive depth. 

“Skating is a separator for Michael. Combines that with a stick and brain that allows him to play fast.” 

The 5-11, 181-pound McIntee was honorable-mention all-state last season. He has 24 assists and 27 career 
points in 46 games despite playing a limited role as a freshman. 

Carter Mears, sr., Hudson 

The 5-11, 180-pound forward has emerged during the last two seasons, scoring a combined 31 goals to go with 
18 assists. 

Mears had a career-high 18 goals and 11 assists as a junior last season in helping Hudson win the D1 state title. 
He scored two goals in the title game against Verona. 

“Good combination of speed and size with a heavy shot,” Drewiske said. “A four-year varsity player with a lot 
of big-game experience. Played his best hockey during the playoffs last year.” 

Cody Menzel, sr., Madison Edgewood 

Menzel arguably is the most explosive player in Wisconsin with his acceleration and speed. 

He already has signed a tender with the Janesville Jets of the NAHL to play after high school. 

“He has worked hard to make his game a more complete 200-foot game, and his speed makes him extremely 
effective in terms of backpressure and always dangerous in the attack,” Rothering said. 

Menzel was a second-team all-state pick last season and has 164 points in 64 career games. He had 14 points 
playing for Team Wisconsin U18 in the fall. 

 

 

 

 



Parker Murn, sr., Madison Edgewood 

McCracken believes Murn is one of the top five or six best defensemen in the state and should be in the 
conversation for the Davis Drewiske Award, which is given to the top defensive player. 

He also has the potential to be the player of the year – he was a second-team all-state pick last season – 
although that is made more difficult on a team that has several stars. 

The 6-1, 180-pound Murn will be a team captain for the second straight year and has 53 points in 50 career 
games. 

“He has really worked hard to become a more physical defender and a strong skater to go with his offensive 
abilities,” Rothering said. “He has good hands and a good shot which help make him dangerous to jump in the 
rush or lead the power play.” 

Peyton Platter, sr., Eau Claire Memorial 

The 5-11, 170-pound forward is the top player returning at his position for a Memorial team that has plenty of 
depth. 

Platter should be the go-to player for the Old Abes and in the conversation for the best in the Big Rivers 
Conference. 

He had 14 goals and 21 assists last season and has 33 goals and 40 assists in 63 career games. 

Platter also had a quality season for Team Wisconsin U18, scoring 10 goals and adding 12 assists in 28 games. 

“Demonstrated significant growth year over year in the Minnesota Elite League,” McCracken said. “Won’t 
sneak up on many as Eau Claire Memorial always plays a tough schedule, and Peyton will earn his production.” 

Adam Prokop, sr., Wausau West 

A veteran in the net for his team, was the go-to goaltender for Team Wisconsin U18 in the fall. 

“A fierce competitor and takes every opportunity to get better at his craft,” Wausau West coach Brian Brandt 
said. “He has been a leader, mentoring other players on the details to be successful. He is a young man that is 
well-respected in our locker room and throughout the state of Wisconsin based on how he treats people, his 
work ethic and his on-ice performance.” 

Prokop made 318 saves in more than 550 minutes as a junior. He has gone 31-6-1 in three seasons while giving 
up 1.73 goals per game. 

“The thing that really sticks out to me with Adam is his willingness to help others,” Brandt said. “He teaches 
local kids and teammates the skills of being a goalie. Not only is he making his teammates and youth hockey 
players better, he is making himself better. He understands that every day is a chance to improve, and he does 
it every single day.” 



Isaac Rentmeester, Green Bay Notre Dame 

The 6-3, 195-pound forward has a good combination of size and speed to go along with a heavy shot. His 200-
foot game has developed nicely. 

Rentmeester has 26 goals and 21 assists in 73 games. The coaching staff believes he could have such a 
dominant final season that he might match his career totals. 

“All the tools to be a very good junior or college player if his trajectory continues on the path he is currently 
on,” McCracken said. “Isaac will be leaned on to be a consistent offensive producer while being a hard match 
for other teams defensively.” 

Hayden Rising, jr., Fond du Lac St. Mary’s Springs   

Has been in net for back-to-back state titles and also had a strong fall season with Team Wisconsin U16. 

The 6-3, 182-pound Rising has gone 38-5-2 the last two seasons, has made 721 saves and is allowing 1.64 
goals. 

“Hayden is one of the top goalies in the state,” Welsch said. “He is a big, tall, lean kid. I think he just has fun 
and loves to play goalie. 

“He’s competitive. Wants to win games. He’s been an anchor for the last two state titles.” 

Kade Smigaj, jr., Stevens Point 

The 5-7, 150-pound forward is expected to be one of the best players in the Wisconsin Valley Conference and 
could establish himself as one of the best in the state. 

“High energy player that has skill to score and create offense off his work,” McCracken said. “SPASH has depth, 
and Kade will need to lead the team effort for offense.” 

Smigaj enjoyed a big season as a sophomore in 2020-21, when he had 22 goals and 28 assists. It came off a 
freshman campaign in which he had 13 goals and 13 assists. 

Bryce Strand, sr., Bay Port 

The 5-9, 167-pound defenseman was a first-team all-conference pick in the Fox River Classic and a second-
team all-state selection as a junior. 

He had five goals and seven assists last season after finishing with four goals and seven assists in 2019-20. 

Strand will be counted on by the Pirates even more this season. 

“Every-situation defenseman for Bay Port and logs heavy minutes,” McCracken said. “Those are expected to go 
up this year. Elusive, good first pass defenseman that has offensive pieces to his game.” 



JJ Wiebusch, sr., Madison Edgewood 

The 6-foot, 155-pound forward should be a state player of the year candidate, and for good reason. He has 93 
points in 43 career games while often playing center for Edgewood. 

“Highly skilled player, very dynamic and dangerous every time the puck is on his stick,” Rothering said. “He is 
still filling out, but his skating has gotten to be explosive and his skill level is as good as any in the state.” 

Wiebusch was a second-team all-state pick last season and will play for the Janesville Jets after he graduates. 
He performed well for Team Wisconsin U18 this year, scoring 10 goals and adding 11 assists in 18 games 
during the regular season. 

 


