My name is Harper Goldsmith, and I am a senior in high school. I have been playing volleyball since the fourth grade. I love volleyball with all my heart. When I was an elementary student, I liked the game because I was good at it and it kept me active. I got to play on my local club team and learn the fundamentals while playing with my friends. As I got older, I wanted to be more competitive and play more often. I live ninety miles from Vital Volleyball out of Eden Prairie, MN where I have played club volleyball for the last five years. This family commitment has given me the best opportunities available to me. That is something I am enormously proud of. My parents knew I wanted to travel the country to play the game I love and it was the best thing for me. I have made the best of friends and have learned from the best coaches around. I am so thankful to my parents for all the sacrifices they have made for me to do something I love.

I will be attending Augustana University in Sioux Falls, South Dakota next year as an upcoming freshman. I did get a substantial academic and athletic scholarship to play volleyball there. However, my fantastic grades and success on the court still will not cover my entire tuition. If I was given the North Country Regional volleyball scholarship it would help me out tremendously. I wouldn’t have to get a work study job or a job while I was at school. I would be able to focus on my studies and my volleyball craft. I would be able to wait until winter break and summer break to work and save money. I would be honored if I was chosen. Thank you for the opportunity to share my story. I sure appreciate it. 

I believe I am deserving of this scholarship because I am a leader on and off the court. I am also in the Minnesota Honor Society, and I love the four pillars that stand for. The pillars are Scholarship, Service, Leadership and Character. I volunteer my time to help young people learn the game of volleyball through a program called Gopher Pups in my hometown. I was a captain of the Chatfield volleyball team for four years and I led my team to the state tournament for two years in a row. We also had the best school record in school history in my senior year. I ran the offense all four years. I was All State for three years, All Conference four years, and I was nominated as the Post Bulletin Volleyball Player of the Year my senior year. Thank you for considering me for the North Country volleyball scholarship. I would be so honored and proud if I was chosen.
