2021 Bison Showdown
Tournament Rules & Information


Thank you for participating in the 2021 Bison Showdown in Buffalo, MN. We are excited for a great weekend of softball for all the 8U, 10U, 12U, 14U & 16U participants.

Team check-in is available near each of the three concession stands (2 locations at Benfield Mills and 1 at Lions Park). Coaches must supply the completed Liability Waiver & Release and Team Rosters 30 minutes prior to playing their first game. NO EXCEPTIONS!
 
This is an USA / ASA sanctioned tournament and all play will be governed by USA / ASA rules with the following exceptions and / or points of emphasis listed below: 

RULES

· Unless otherwise noted or modified in these rules, USA/ASA and Big West League rules will apply.
· Except for championship games, time limit for pool play games is 65 minutes and time limit for non-championship bracket play games is 65 minutes. The time limit for championship games is 70 minutes. No new inning may start after the time limit is up. The tournament director reserves the right to shorten game times in case of inclement weather.
· All protests will be settled on the field. Umpire decisions are final and no appeals to the tournament director will be considered.
· Format is pool play for seeding into multiple brackets. Five games are guaranteed – weather permitting.
· Due to COVID-19, there may be a situation where a team may not get all 5 games due to forfeit. The tournament director will work to try and fill the spot if a quarantine happens before the tournament is played, modify the schedule, or reduce the number of games played for teams affected as a last resort. 
· Home team will be decided by coin flip. In bracket games the higher seed is home team. Championship games the home team will be decided by coin flip.
· All teams will bat their roster and defensive substitutions are unlimited.
· There are no restrictions to the number of innings a pitcher can pitch.
· With the exception of the championship games, the 5 run per inning rule will apply for 8U, 10U and 12U games. The 15 run after 3 innings, 12 run after 4 innings, & 8 runs after 5 inning rule will be in effect in all games. Pool play games may end in a tie.
· Tie breakers for use in seeding are (1) overall record (2) Head to head (3) fewest number of runs allowed and (4) coin toss.
· 8U &10U games will play 5 innings, whereas 12U – 16U will play 7 innings or until time has expired, whichever comes first. Pool games are limited to 65 minutes with no new inning to start after the time limit has run. Non-championship bracket play games are limited to 65 minutes with no new inning to start after the time limit has been reached. Championship games will have a 70 minute time limit. Only the current inning is to be completed after the time limit expires. The tournament director reserves the right to modify game times and durations in the event of inclement weather.
· 8U & 10U Championship games will play out 5 innings with a 70 minute time limit. 12U – 16U Championship games will play out 7 innings with a 70 minute time limit. In the event of a tie, international tie breaker rules will apply. No new inning will start after the time limit is reached.
· If your team will be leaving on Saturday prior to the brackets being posted for Sunday, please make arrangements with the tournament director to receive your Sunday game times.
· Teams must have a minimum of 8 players. There will be no penalty to play with 8. (No automatic out). Forfeited games count toward the 5 game minimum. Forfeit scores will be recorded as 7-0.
· All scores will be update on the website bisonfp.com.
· All announcement, including weather related delays, will be posted on the website bisonfp.com.
· Refunds: If the tournament is cancelled with no games played due to weather, teams will be refunded the registration fee less $100 for administration fees. If the tournament is cancelled after one game played, teams will be refunded 50% of registration. If at least two games are played by a team, no reimbursement is offered.
· 10U ONLY. Pool play and silver bracket games the dropped third strike rule IS NOT in effect. Third strike, batter is out and runners may advance at their own risk. Dropped third strike rule is in effect for 10U gold bracket games.
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