Mounds View 7. CDH 0
8-27-20

The girls’ tennis season got underway on a hot and humid Thursday afternoon.  Mounds View, the clear favorite to win the Suburban East Conference title, visited CDH and showed why they are ranked in the top five in the metro area.  They are talented and deep.  The Raiders played some excellent tennis, but the Mustangs had the answers at every position.  Morgan Redden, playing number 2 singles, had the match of the day for the Raiders, as she split two closely contested sets before dropping the deciding super tiebreaker to lose her match 4-6, 6-4, (7-10).  Varsity newcomers Megan Delsing at number 4 singles and the third doubles team of Caroline Kitchen and Catherine Tracy played excellent first sets before MV took control. There were a lot of very positive signs today that point to this year’s team as capable of being a very competitive team.  While the pandemic has caused the season to be shortened from 24 matches to 11, the girls are committed to make the most of their opportunities.  Up next is a trip to White Bear Lake.


White Bear Lake 4. CDH 3
9-1-20

The conference looks to be filled with many evenly matched teams and today’s match reflected that.  Close matches usually come down to a couple of points here or there and today WBL won the majority of those.  The Raiders fought hard but came up a bit short.   Leading the way today were sophomores Lily Cade at number 1 singles and Morgan Redden at number 2 singles.  They both won by similar scores, each dropping only three games.  These two players form a very solid duo and will be tough for most teams to handle.  The matches of the day featured three-set affairs at 3 singles and 2 and 3 doubles.  Ella Klein/Emma Radenbaugh have a lot of experience in tight matches, and they were able to shake off a second set slump to rally for a 
6-4, 4-6, 6-4 win.   Caroline Kitchen and Catherine Tracy took the first set before dropping the final two sets to lose a tough battle 7-5,3-6, 3-6.  The more they are in close matches, the better they will become.  Lily Hannahan lost a heartbreaker at 3 singles, dropping the first set, rallying to win the second, racing to a 3-0 lead in the third, only to see her opponent run off the final 6 games for the win 2-6, 6-1, 3-6.  We had chances, but WBL played well, so they deserve credit.  There will be more close matches this year, or so it seems, so we’ll have more opportunities to raise our level of play in the tight matches.  Park-Cottage Grove visits CDH on Thursday.  


CDH 4. Park-Cottage Grove 3
9-3-20

The wind was really wild today, adding yet another challenge for both teams.  Park has improved greatly over the past three years.  They had had three straight 3-4 loses, including today’s loss, so they are better than their record reflects.   Morgan Redden and Megan Delsing got the Raiders off to a great start in singles by winning in convincing fashion.  Morgan rolled
 6-1, 6-1 and Megan was in total control to win 6-2, 6-1. Today’s three doubles matches were amazingly well-contested and very evenly played.  The level of tennis was high by both teams, providing the fans with some exciting and nail-biting tennis.  Anna Holm and Audrey Graham battled hard all day only to fall 5-7, 5-7.  Ella Klein and Emma Radenbaugh pulled out their second consecutive three-set comeback by taking control totally in the final two sets to win 
4-6, 6-1, 6-0.  With the match hanging in the balance, there were two final three-set matches left to complete.  CDH needed to win one match to claim victory, Park needed to win both.  Park pulled off an upset in a back-and-forth contest at number 1 singles by winning 5-7 in the third.  Lily and her opponent played great tennis, and both deserved to win, but give Park’s player credit for an outstanding performance.   Third doubles proved to be the swing point as Caroline Kitchen and Catherine Tracy rallied to win 4-6, 7-5, 6-4.  They were behind the entire third set before finding a way to pull out a victory.  This was a tremendous high school tennis match.  Those in attendance won’t soon forget it.  The Woodbury Royals come to CDH next Tuesday. 


CDH 4. Woodbury 3
9-8-20

It’s just one close match after another, it seems.  The entire team played well, especially at crucial moments.  Lily Cade and Morgan Redden continue to be forces at the top of the lineup and both ground out big wins against talented Nguyen sisters, with Lily winning 6-2, 6-1 and Morgan coming out on top 6-2, 6-4.  Megan Delsing and Addie Merriam lost tough matches at 3 and 4 singles, but both came close to winning, as Megan dropped a 6-7, 1-6 contest and Addie losing 6-2, 3-6, 3-6.  These four girls produced some exciting singles action.  The doubles proved to be even more exciting.  Audrey Graham and Anna Holm lost 3-6, 0-6, but the match was filled with outstanding rallies.  Caroline Kitchen and Catherine Tracy rallied in the second set from 4-5 down to pull out a 6-3, 7-5 win.  That set the stage for Ella Klein and Emma Radenbaugh to win our fourth point in a thrilling 7-5, 7-6 match.  The senior duo played a flawless tiebreaker to help nail down the team victory.  Clearly the Suburban East Conference is filled with fairly even teams, so close matches look to be the norm in the 2020 season.


CDH 4. Roseville 3
9-10-20

Somehow, someway the Raiders play their best in the toughest moments.  Morgan Redden led the way in singles today with a gritty 6-4, 6-4 win.  Morgan makes so few errors that it’s difficult for her opponents to string together enough winners on a consistent basis in order to beat her.   Roseville’s singles are extremely tough, so Morgan’s lone singles win proved pivotal.  The doubles teams had their best day of the year, when we most needed it, to propel the team to victory.  Audrey Graham and Anna Holm rolled to a 6-4, 6-3 win at number 1 doubles.  There is never an easy opponent at this spot, so today’s win is impressive.  Ella Klein and Emma Radenbaugh played perhaps their best match of the year in rolling over their opponents 6-3,
6-0.  The third doubles team of Caroline Kitchen and Catherine Tracy were the last ones playing, with the team score tied 3-3.  It came down to a third set, winner take all.  CDH fell behind 1-3 and faced an uphill battle the entire set.  Down 3-4, the senior tandem put together their most intense and focused three games of the day, making not a single error over the course of those games, to rally and win the final three games to secure a 5-7, 6-3, 6-4 win.  That victory gave the CDH Raiders, the REAL Raiders, a 4-3 win over Roseville’s Raiders.  The fact that both teams and a large crowd were watching the final set only added to the atmosphere, surely a match that Catherine and Caroline won’t soon forget.  

East Ridge 4. CDH 3
9-15-20

The close matches continue, but it’s tough to win them all.  East Ridge has no superstar players, but every player is good, so there is very little drop off throughout their lineup.  Their depth carried the day today.  Lily Cade, Morgan Redden and Lily Hannahan swept the top three singles spots, with Hannahan pulling out a thrilling 10-8 super tiebreaker for her victory.  But East Ridge was able to sweep the other four spots, including a tense and tough three-set win at third doubles to squeak by 4-3.  It looked today as though Caroline and Catherine would duplicate their come-from-behind win at Roseville, but East Ridge was able to blunt the momentum and hang on for a 1-6, 6-1, 3-6 win.   The competition just gets tougher at Stillwater in two days.

Stillwater 6. CDH 1
9-17-20

There are some days when we have to admit that the other team was simply better.  Today was such a day against Stillwater.  The Raiders played well, but the much-improved Ponies got a measure of revenge for last year’s loss at CDH.  The last two years the home team has had the edge.  Morgan Redden got our lone victory today, as she continues to show her strength at the number 2 singles spot.  Let’s hope her roll continues.  Lily Cade played great tennis today, but her opponent simply had too many answers.  The match was intense, tough and well-played.  Both players impressed those watching, including many of Lily’s classmates from the B team who were “inspired” by her play.   We’ll shake off this loss and look to rebound next week against Irondale.

CDH 6. Irondale 1
9-22-20

Records mean so little in tennis.  Irondale has not won a conference match this season, yet they pushed the Raiders to the brink before CDH responded with just enough mental toughness and good shots at key moments to pull out a deceptive 6-1 win.  Lily Cade and Morgan Redden lost one game between them in rolling to victories.  They always play outstanding players, so to do what they do match in and match out is impressive.  Megan Delsing has been quietly improving each match and today things clicked for her in a big way at number 4 singles.  Down early, Megan fought back, was patient and tough in winning 4-6, 6-4, 6-2.  The doubles matches were equally tense.  Audrey Graham and Anna Holm looked in control early, up 4-0, before Irondale won seven straight games to take the first set and an early lead in the second.  Audrey and Anna righted the ship in time to force a third set.  Down in the third 5-6, they rallied to force a deciding tiebreaker, and then played error-free tennis to win 3-6, 6-4, 7-6 (7-1).  Ella Klein and Emma Radenbaugh rallied as well, down 2-5 in the second set before storming through the final five games to win 6-4, 7-5.  Catherine Tracy and Caroline Kitchen started sluggishly thanks to the unusually hot September day.  Still, they found the inner strength to push through on a day when they didn’t feel their best.  Down a set and 4-5, one game from defeat, they rallied to win 9 of the final 11 games to fashion an improbable victory 4-6, 7-5, 6-2.  The regular conference season comes to a close on Thursday at Forest Lake.  There’s no reason to expect anything but a tense, close, competitive and exciting match with them as well.  
