BAHA's Locker Room Policy (Travel Teams)
In addition to the development of our hockey players and enjoyment of the sport of hockey, the safety and protection of our participants are central to BAHA's goals. BAHA adheres to USA Hockey's SafeSport Program to help protect its participants from physical abuse, sexual abuse, and other types of misconduct, including emotional abuse, bullying, threats, harassment, and hazing. To help prevent abuse or misconduct from occurring in our locker rooms, BAHA has adopted the following Locker Room Policy. This policy is designed to maintain personal privacy and reduce the risk of misconduct in locker rooms. At the Essentia Health Sports Center (i.e., Civic Center Arena & Crow Wing Recycling Rink), there are 11 locker rooms available for our program's use. BAHA's travel teams (i.e., Bantams, Peewees, Squirts, 15U Girls, 12U Girls, and 10U Girls) regularly travel to play games at other arenas, and those locker rooms, restrooms, and shower facilities will vary from location to location. This Locker Room Policy applies to HOME and AWAY locker rooms that BAHA teams occupy.
Locker Room Monitoring
BAHA has predictable and limited use of locker rooms and changing areas (e.g., generally 30-60 minutes before and following practices and games). This allows for direct and regular monitoring of locker room areas. Assigned Locker Room Monitor(s) (who have been screened) or coach(es) will monitor the locker room during periods of use, including during period breaks, as well as before and after games (HOME & AWAY) and practices.
· Locker room monitors (or coach(es) who are serving as Locker Room Monitor(s)) will arrive 30 minutes before practice and 60 minutes before a game.
· No team or player shall be allowed to enter a locker room prior to a scheduled event until a Locker Room Monitor is present in the locker room, and such Monitor shall remain in the locker room until the last players leave the locker room unless coaches are present. 
· In accordance with USA SafeSport and MN Hockey monitoring policies, BAHA's Locker Room Monitors(s) (or coach(es) who are serving as Locker Room Monitor(s)) must be inside the locker room itself. 
· Monitors must be in the same gender as the players and undergo background screening by USA Hockey to serve in this capacity. When coaches are not the same gender as the players, coaches may not be in the locker room while players are changing unless the players have a base layer on or come to the rink in a base layer. 
· Any coach(es) meeting(s) with an individual minor player shall be conducted on the ice, on the bench, in the locker room with the other team members and/or Locker Room Monitor(s) present, or in an observable and interruptible setting. 
· When a player is ejected from a game, there must be at least two adults consisting either of Locker Room Monitors or coaches in the locker room with the suspended player. If there is a break and players go into the locker room without coaches, a Locker Room Monitor must be inside the locker room. 
· It is the responsibility of each team to staff volunteer Locker Room Monitors each time a locker room is in use. If a locker room monitor is unavailable, that team will not be permitted use of a locker room. If a Locker Room Monitor is unavailable, that team must use common areas that are observable and interruptible until a qualified Locker Room Monitor is provided. 
· No undressing is allowed in the common areas throughout the facility. Players using the common areas must wear at least a base layer of clothing. 
· If only one Locker Room Monitor (or coach who is serving as Locker Room Monitor) is present, two player(s) must remain in the locker room until everyone exits (i.e., A player may be asked to wait for a teammate before leaving the locker room. As a courtesy to teammates, players should arrive promptly so that tardiness does not impact other teammate(s) or Locker Room Monitor(s)/Coach(es)). No one-on-one situations between Coach(es) and players in Locker Rooms or other closed-door sections of either home or away arenas. Association adults, including, but not limited to Coach(es), shall employ a no hands-on contact policy with players, meaning in the event of injury, adults nor Coach(es) should attempt to massage the i njury or otherwise treat an injury. Instead, such injuries shall be left to the discretion of parents or attending EMT personnel.
· If keys are made available, the Locker Room Monitor(s)/Coach(es) must lock the locker room during practices/games, and reopen during period breaks and after practices/games. Once everyone has exited, the Locker Room Monitor(s)/Coach must lock the unoccupied locker room.

Violations of the Locker Room Monitoring Policy
Alleged violations of these rules shall cause a mandatory hearing to be held in accordance with Minnesota Hockey Bylaw Article 6. If warranted, a suspension penalty may be levied upon the head coach or person in charge of the team if the head coach is not present. The penalty for violations of this rule shall be $500.00 for the first offense, $1,000.00 for the second offense, and $2,500.00 for the third offense. These fines are the responsibility of the offending team and shall be paid to the applicable district.
 
Parents (and other individuals) in Locker Rooms
For travel teams, except for the team's players, coaches, managers, and Locker Room Monitors (of the same gender) that are assigned to duty for that game/practice, no individual(s) (including parents (unless assigned for game/practice as a Locker Room monitor), siblings and friends) are permitted in the locker room at any time. At the Squirt/10U Girls level, players needing assistance with equipment/skate tying must dress in the locker room to a point where a parent/other adult may assist outside the locker room. Exceptions: An injured player or a player's disability warrants assistance, and prior arrangements have been made between the coach(es) and parent(s).
Coed Locker Rooms
Coed boys' and girls' teams shall change/dress in separate, supervised locker rooms. Approximately 10-15 minutes before each game/practice, everyone is to be ready in gear in one designated Locker Room so the Coach can address the entire team. If a player, whether female or male, is not fully dressed by the time the Coach arrives, then that player must go to a separate Locker Room or bathroom to finish dressing. The emphasis is on the players being properly dressed when the Coaches begin preparing the team for the practice or game.
When an Issue Arises:
· Monitors, team managers, and coaches must be respectful and keep emotions in check.
· Speaking quietly and calmly to a player to help avoid embarrassment may be best. However, it may be appropriate and necessary to use a strong verbal command to stop misbehavior in Locker Rooms.
· If the attempt to intercede is ignored, or the problem persists, and there is no immediate threat of potential harm, the monitor-supervisor should seek assistance from another adult to remove the misbehaving player from the Locker Room and address the issue separately from the rest of the team. If the player's parents are present, they should be engaged immediately.
· Situations where misbehavior could lead to the threat of immediate harm are very rare, especially with monitors present, however if a situation arises it may become necessary to intercede to stop a problem (examples include fighting, wrestling, hitting with sticks, throwing items, dangerous use of skates, etc.). If you are uncomfortable directly engaging in separating players in these circumstances, send someone for help and continue calmly attempting to de-escalate the situation until it can be resolved.
· Immediately report any misbehavior occurring in the Locker Room to your local Safe Sport Coordinator or any other official. Identify as best you can both the participants as well as anyone who closely witnessed the incident and the actions of those involved.
· Report any incidents of unmonitored or inadequately monitored Locker Rooms to your local or Safe Sport Coordinator. 

Cell Phones and Other Mobile Recording Devices
Cell phones and other mobile devices with recording capabilities, including voice recording, still cameras and video cameras, are NOT permitted to be used in the locker rooms (with the exception of medical reasons or emergency), and are to be turned OFF. If phones or other mobile devices must be used, they must be taken outside of the locker room. (Exceptions: With the prior approval of the Locker Room Monitor(s) on duty at that time, cell phones may be used to play music or take pictures/recordings in unique circumstances of a victory celebration whereby all persons in locker room are appropriately dressed and have been advised by Locker Room Monitor (or Coaches) that photographs/recordings are being taken). Any violation of this Policy will be considered a violation of BAHA Codes of Conduct.

Away Games/Tournaments
In addition to BAHA's Locker Room Policy, BAHA's travel teams will respect the Locker Room Policy of the host arena/team when traveling to away games/tournaments.
Prohibited Conduct and Discipline
Any violation of BAHA's Locker Room Policy outside SafeSport may result in discipline, which may include player penalties, which range from the player sitting the 1st period of the next game up to a one-year suspension (depending on the severity of the incident). 
Further, BAHA prohibits all types of physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse, bullying, threats, harassment, and hazing, all as described in the USA Hockey SafeSport Handbook. Participants, employees or volunteers in BAHA may be subject to disciplinary action for violation of these locker room policies or for engaging in any misconduct or abuse that violates the USA Hockey SafeSport Policies, as applicable.



BAHA's Locker Room Policy (6U/MM/8U/M Teams)
Naturally, with our 6U/MM/8U/M age groups, parents often assist their player(s) to get dressed. We encourage parents to teach their players as young as possible how to get dressed so they will learn how to dress independently. Parents of 6U/MM/8U/M players will be permitted in the locker rooms if the team observes BAHA's General Locker Room Policy, but amended only as to the following items specific only to this age group: 
· One designated Locker Room Monitor must be present while the team uses the locker room. Monitors must undergo Safe Sport Training and a background screening by Minnesota Hockey to serve in this capacity. 
· The locker room door remains propped open so that interactions between adults and players are interruptible and observable.
· All players should arrive at the rink wearing their hockey base layers. All team members must have this minimum attire before entering the locker room. 
· No 1-1 situations between Locker Room Monitors and players are permitted.
· In circumstances where parents are permitted in the locker room, coaches are permitted to ask the parents to leave for a short time before games and for a short time after games so that the coaches may address the players.
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