Michigan Senior Women’s Hockey League
Board Meeting Minutes
January 9, 2020 


Attendees:  
Lauren Murphy, Vice President (Goody 2 Shoes), 
Mary Bonnici, Treasurer (Ice Pack),
Alexandra Wright, Asst. Treasurer (Motor City Crush), 
Alyssa LaForge, Ruicci Cup Coordinator (Lady Blues),
Karen Swan, Secretary (Ice Pack), 
Maria Farris (Chick Republic) and 
Samantha Jenkins (Hammerheads).

Carrie Sirola (O’Leary Hawks);
and Sally Krug-Shaffer (Lady Blues).   
 
Meeting called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Lauren Murphy.   
 
I. Approval of 12/5/2019 Minutes (Motion to approve by A. Wright, seconded by L. Murphy) 
 
II. Financial Information  
A. Treasurer’s Report (M. Bonnici) 
a. Bank statement is uploaded in DropBox; check register is up to date; and the ending Account Balance as of 12/31/2019:  $3,981.41.
b. Mary discussed status of fundraising check from Red Wings fundraiser with the Red Wings’ Coordinator (Mary); no status update and MSWHL has not received a check as of 1/9/2020. M. Bonnici to follow up again with Red Wings contact (Mary).  
c. A. Wright is going to provide a ‘Statement of Activities and Changes in Net Assets’. Format to be formally approved by the Board at the February 13, 2020 meeting.

III. Old Business 
A. Second Red Wings Fundraiser night
a. Discussions have begun with Mary, Red Wings’ Coordinator, regarding a second game in the second half of the MSWHL season.
b. The Board voted on a potential date of Saturday, April 4, 2020 vs. Tampa Bay Lightning, 7:00pm, Little Caesar’s Arena.
c. The Board will release a mailer once the date is confirmed with the Red Wings’ Coordinator. 

B. Player Appeals
a. Resolved at 12/5/2019 meeting. Discussion closed.




C. Transitioning Players 
a. Please Note: Due to privacy of the player(s) and team(s), no names or teams will be mentioned in the below notes of the Board discussions.
b. The Board discussed the formal complaint submitted by a Team regarding a transitioning player. The Board will reach out to the player and their respective team to ensure all USA Hockey rules and regulations are being complied with according to the “USA Hockey Transgender Athlete Eligibility Policy.”
c. The “USA Hockey Transgender Athlete Eligibility Policy,” approved by USAH BoD 1/20/10, can be found below for reference.
d. The Board will then address the complaint appropriately, based on facts gathered during the conversations with all parties involved. 
e. Upon conclusion of the matter, the Board will provide a response to the Team that submitted the initial complaint. 

D. Registration Policy Review
a. The Board has an active issue relating to a team that has not formally registered their complete roster with MSWHL, via SportsEngine.
b. The MSWHL Handbook; Section VIII. A.2; states, “All members of a team (i.e., players, managers, coaches) must register with accurate demographic and playing history information via the League website.”
c. The Board voted 7-0 to charge the team in question of violation with a 1-League Game forfeit for not complying with the MSWHL Handbook. 	
d. The Division Coordinator is also continuously following up with the respective team to ensure all players register with MSWHL.

E. Reinstatement of Division 0
a. Discussion topics initiated by Carrie Sirola of O’Leary Hawks:
I. D0/D1 split, teams are upset because they have to reschedule second-half of season
II. Lopsided game scores due to players being absent
III. Provided suggestions for the 2020/2021 season structure based on history of being a Board Member. 
IV. The Board engaged in a very constructive discussion with all the above-mentioned points and has asked if Carrie Sirola would be willing to attend a Board meeting post-Ruicci Cup to help with a new potential Division structure for the 2020/2021 season.

F. Scrimmages between D0/D1 teams upon reinstatement of D0
a. Scrimmages have been scheduled between both groups, allowing both D0 and D1 to have a greater amount of variety in their game schedules. 
b. Majority of D0/D1 teams are participating in the initiative. 




IV. New Business
A. Feedback Regarding D0/D1 Split
a. See above III. Old business, D.

B. Formal Player Behavior Complaint by Gators
a. The Board read aloud the formal complaint made by the Gators regarding a player’s behavior; what penalty was assessed; and would like the Board to address the player and take further action toward said player. 
b. The Board unanimously voted to request and view video evidence, provided by the Gators and Livebarn, and to make a more informed decision once the video is reviewed.
c. Subsequent to the Board meeting, the video was shared with all Board members and a conclusion was reached.
d. The Board voted 8-0 not to move forward with any action as the event was deemed an accident with no malicious intent displayed by either player involved. 
e. Complaint deemed closed.

V. Next Board Meeting
A. Scheduled for February 13, 2020, 7:00pm, Dearborn Ice Skating Center (DISC). It is located at 14900 Ford Rd, Dearborn, MI 48126.

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. by L. Murphy

Respectfully Submitted,
/ks/
Karen Swan
MSWHL Secretary
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