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2026 UMPIRING INFORMATION
 Richmond Softball Association

Thank you for your interest in umpiring with the Richmond Softball Association (RSA)!!

Umpiring is a great way to earn some money, develop good personal and people skills, and to have fun while you are doing it!!

So how do you become an umpire? Here are the next steps to take …

STEP  1 – SHOW US YOUR INTEREST!!
*** Very Important!!  ***

If you are interested in becoming an umpire with us this season at RSA, you MUST  click on the following link …
https://www.softball.bc.ca/content/umpire-certification-clinics [scroll to Click here to sign up!] and register as an umpire. If you are a new umpire and new to Softball BC [not registered previously] you will need a SBBC lifetime member number, see below]
By registering and completing the contact information you will be on our 2026 umpire contact list.  We need this information in order to contact you for games! *If you are a Richmond Softball Association umpire you can email me for a "Promo Code" and the Association will pay for your registration and Certification clinic [required] when registering with Softball BC to umpire.*





STEP 2 – REGISTER & ATTEND 2026 CLINIC/'s

You must attend a Softball BC umpiring clinic every season as required.

This year the Certification Clinics will be online as well as some in-person and offer several dates for your convenience. RSA, possibly together with Vancouver Fastpitch, may do an in person Clinic this season if there is enough interest. Clinics are listed on the Softball BC webpage, dates are ususally added from January on as they are planned. *This years on line Certification Clinics are expected in late February as we transistion to Softball Canada's new clinic outlines.  Softball BC www.softball.bc.ca.  
 We also post a link once dates are known on the RGSA page: [https://www.richmondsoftball.ca/reg] where you can also Register for the free Winter Clinics.  https://www.richmondsoftball.ca/clinics - then click on the umpire clinic button. ** You need a 80% attendance if a new or 2nd year umpire for your mechanics credit, we recommend attending as many as you are able but a minimum of  3 of the 8 Winter Clinic sessions if [other than 2nd year] as a returning umpire of 3 years or more to complete the mechanic's portion of the online Certification clinic. You must also register with SBBC for the Winter Clinic to receive the Mechanics credit. [can be done with Clinic registration but do this before the end of the Winter clinic sessions.]
**Theory and Mechanics are usually included in the in-person clinics, but we still recommend the more inclusive Winter Clinic sessions.
**New umpires should try and attend all or as many as possible of the Winter Clinics*
*2nd year umpires are encouraged to attend all or as many as possible as we do a separate group with advance theory and mechanics for returning umpires in the Winter Clinic sessions. We all do some 3 umpiring if time allows.


If you do not already have a Softball BC number, please note that you will first need to register with Softball BC before you can register for a clinic. You can sign up on the Softball BC website [Link: [https://www.softball.bc.ca/] scroll down for the lifetime link] for a SBC number, and there will be at a one-time cost to you of $10.00 

· New umpires, you will be required to take a Level 1 clinic;
Returning Level 1 umpires will register for the Level 1 Refresher course [if offered and available] or a Level 1 clinic.

· Returning umpires when approved can take the Level 2 course [16 yrs of age in the current year and 1 year at Level 1 recommended], while returning Level 2 umpires shall attend a Level  Refresher [if offered and available].

· Returning umpires Level 3T (Theory) and higher should register for a Senior Refresher course Refresher [if offered and available].


When you register for your clinic and with RSA, RSA will pay the clinic fee and your registration!! 

By paying your fees, you are expected to umpire for RSA games before accepting any other umpiring assignments elsewhere.

*Annual Softball Canada Test needs to be completed:
https://hosted.onlinetesting.net/SoftballCanada/
New Umpires should select the Softball BC Level 1 Exam
Returning Level 1and 2 Umpires should select the 2025 Level1-2FP


STEP 3 – GET YOUR UNIFORM!

As an Umpire with RSA, you will be responsible for providing parts of your own uniform.  We have RSA Blue Crew golf shirts, some hats, and indicators/plate brush/ball bags while supplies last.  [Other]Gear supplied is listed below.

Here is a list of what you will NEED to have ..

· Navy and/or grey pants with belt loops, noting that the legs will need to be wide enough to have leg protectors under them (no yoga pants, skinny jeans, khakis etc); dress pants or slacks that don’t wrinkle easily work best!
· A medium to powder-blue polo or golf, collared shirt is optional to the RSA shirt. Shirts cannot have any logos on it unless using the RSA shirt we provide you, and ideally have short sleeves.
 [Softball Canada logo ok]
Starter shirts can be ordered if you want them through SBC provider:
https://homerunsports.com/ or direct to the umpire page:
     https://homerunsports.com/collections/softball-             canada-umpire 
    * or ask the UIC, we can group order if enough  interest is expressed.
· Black or dark navy socks, no ankle socks.
· A hat if we don't have one for you.
· Black belt with plain buckle
· Black shoes, steel toes recommend for plate umpires, – cleats or runners will work for base umpire, as will polishable black leather shoes (sturdy for plate). Consider shoes that won’t slip on dirt or grass easily, have a good non slip sole.
· Personal protective equipment (jocks and jills)

· **We have some offiical pants and shirts, very little in small sizes but feel free to ask.

Here is a list of what you might want to have [if you want better or professional quality] .. or we can supply if you wish. [we will supply a starter kit that is a ball bag, indicator, and brush while supplies last]

· An indicator (for balls & strikes);
· Ball bag (navy preferred, black OK);
· Umpire brush

We at RSA will provide you each with the following items …

· Protective umpiring equipment (mask, chest protector, leg guards)
We will supply the gear for the season with a post dated cheque [end of the next season, by July 31st, 2026] if you return it, next year [April 30th, 2027] if you wish to keep the gear for the next season and write a new cheque then.] The cheques to be returned to you when the gear is returned clean and sanitized. [This is safer than having shared gear at the park and you can sanitize as need, we usually have spray bottles at the umpire room.]


STEP 4  - KNOW OUR EXPECTATIONS

GAME ASSIGNMENTS

When the season begins and you are assigned to work a game …

· You must accept your assignments in a timely fashion! All minor league games and some tournaments will be scheduled electronically, and it is up to you to accept your game assignments. *Keep your Scheduler calendar up to date as best possible, please. Stay tuned for more details!
If you are a new umpire, I will send a link to Scheduler for you with instructions. We schedule your game assignments through Scheduler as per your posted availability.

· For all games, you are expected to be at the designated park 30 minutes before game time. *Plate meeting with coaches starte 5 minutes before the game time.

· Know your schedule and which park you are at!  RSA games are played at Steveston London Park and [U11's] at McNair Park. unless otherwise stated.

· If you need to cancel an assigned game, you MUST contact the UIC at least 24 hours [or more if possible] ahead of time, as best possible please.  This way RSA will hopefully have enough time to find a replacement.
We are a team, please be respectful and responsible.

GENERAL EXPECTATIONS

Always conduct yourself in a professional manner on and off the ball field.

Just like any job, there are expectations that we need to follow. First and foremost is a need for respect – respect for yourself, fellow umpires as well as for all participants (players & coaches), spectators, and the game of softball!  Working together so we can all enjoy the game.
**If you feel you were mistreated or disrespected during a game, let me know as soon as possible. You should be treated with respect. We take abuse very seriously and are here for you if needed. Show the offending person or team your plate conference card, or the yellow card [we will supply you this card], if you need to. Showing a card or ejecting someone requires a report to be submitted to Softball BC and send me [UIC] a copy. * I can assist or advise you as required with this step. 

WE’LL SHOW YOU THE $$
UMPIRE GAME FEES

Here is the chart of what RSA pays their umpires. **Changes are being discussed for 2025 and need to be approved first. I will update this section if/when approved. 

	LEVEL
	GAME FEE

	U11/U13/U15/U17B,C/U19C
	$35

	U17A & U19B 
	$ 40  

	U19A
	$ 45

	Jr/Sr Rep 
	$ 45

	Jr/Sr 
	$ 45

	Solo, 1 umpire games (U13 & older)
U11 
	Extra $10.00
Extra $5.00



We will pay you by Cheque once a month, allow time for payroll which closes at month end. 
*Tournaments are paid after your last game.

Please note that as a new umpire, depending on your age and experience, you will start umpiring U11/ U13C, and will then be working your way up to U13B & beyond! 

That’s it, That’s All!! 😊

If you have any questions, or comments, you can reach our UIC, David Bailey at:  uic@richmondsoftball.ca
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