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THE MISSION 
The mission of the Wilmington Youth Rowing Association (WYRA)  is to 

promote physical, mental, and social wellness in young people of all 
backgrounds, using the sport of rowing and related educational 

programs to instill essential lifelong values including responsibility, self-
discipline, teamwork, leadership, commitment, and the pursuit of 

excellence.

SUMMARY 
WYRA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that 

introduces the sport of rowing to youth (ages 10-18) 

through after-school competitive and recreational 

programs, as well as a series of summer camps. 

WYRA is a nationally recognized club, and its 

competitive crews race locally, regionally, and 

nationally against school and other club programs. 

WYRA’s rowers are from public, charter, private, home 

and parochial schools in Delaware, which encompass 

inner-city, suburban, and rural areas. Rowers from 

Eastern Maryland, Southeastern Pennsylvania, and 

Southern New Jersey are also participants in WYRA’s 

programs.

WYRA’s youth rowing programs promote positive 

and cooperative relationships among youth from 

varying socioeconomic backgrounds and support 

the development of life-long leadership skills, work 

ethic, personal accountability, and team-building 

capabilities. Rowing is the perfect platform for 

personal growth, self-expression and the exploration 

of the body and mind in a supportive and team-

oriented environment. 

Organized sports participation has been proven to 

directly and positively impact middle and high school 

teens, fostering a more positive attitude toward life, 

social integration, school work, improved academic 

performance and higher grades. As the “Ultimate 

Team Sport”, no other athletic endeavor for youth is 

as effective in combining these facets of personal 

growth so intimately or compellingly. 

Stephens and Schaben (2002) conducted a study 
on the effect of interscholastic sports on the 
academic achievement of students and found 

that “students who participated in a sport had 
significantly higher GPAs (mean of 3.15) than 

students who did not participate in a sport 
(mean of 2.40).” This study highlighted the 
benefits of sports in enhancing student’s 

academic performance, other data collected at 
the same time also suggests that “sports may 

help students build discipline, set goals, organize 
time, and develop self-confidence.

"I am so grateful for all of my experiences with 

WYRA over the past three years. The sport of 

rowing has taught me just how critical 

perseverance and self-discipline are for success. 

Whether it be crossing the finish line at a race 

or laughing in the locker room with teammates, 

WYRA exemplifies an environment where hard 

work and fun times can both thrive. The 

memories and lasting friendships I’ve made at 

WYRA will always mean so much to me!"

- Alyssa DiMaio, WYRA Rower
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OVERVIEW

WYRA makes rowing accessible to youth without 

regard to individual ability, background, or experience 

and seeks to raise the standard of competitive-and-

recreational rowing programs through a commitment 

to share knowledge and expertise with others for the 

advancement of rowing at all levels.

WYRA has developed and continues to deliver 

programs that:

• Give youth the confidence to see themselves in a 
positive way and the ability to envision a brighter 
future

• Provide youth with the team building and 
leadership skills that focus on positive outcomes

• Change attitudes toward diet and exercise in 
ways that provide lifelong health benefits

• Break barriers between socio-economic groups

• Build athleticism

• Leverage the sport of rowing in college and 
professionally 

WILMINGTON YOUTH ROWING ASSOCIATION
HISTORY

WYRA began as part of the Wilmington Rowing 

Club in 1989 and incorporated as the Wilmington 

Youth Rowing Association in 1994. In 1993 ROW 

FOR IT!™, the first of WYRA’s summer community 

rowing camps, was founded. 

For several years WYRA’s “boathouse” was a small 

shed and orange trailer filled with used shells in the 

Wilmington Rowing Club’s driveway. In 1998 WYRA 

found a new home in an old Pusey and Jones 

Machine Shop on the Christina River at Front and 

Lombard streets.  Thanks to the financial support 

from local foundations, businesses, the Riverfront 

Development Corp., the City of Wilmington, and 

many individuals, WYRA was able to purchase and 

renovate the 17,000 sq. ft. building into a modern 

boathouse with indoor rowing tanks, locker rooms, 

a weight room, a general purpose room, and office 

space.

"WYRA has been a true blessing to me and 

my family. We now know about the 

wonderful world of rowing and all the 

opportunities that come with it. Throughout 

the years, the WYRA family has been 

generous, kind and patient while our sons 

grew as rowers. We are forever grateful. Our 

eldest son now rows for St. Joe's University 

in Philadelphia. We can't wait to see what's 

in store for our youngest. Again, we are 

forever grateful to the WYRA family and so 

happy to be part of it."

 - The Dunkley Family
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COMPETITIVE ROWING
Competitive Programs are offered to ages 13 to 19 

and require no previous rowing experience. 

Athletes from the recreational program as well as 

youth who have never taken a stroke (participation 

in the recreational program is not a prerequisite) 

are encouraged to try out for the Competitive 

Program. WYRA hosts tryouts in the fall and spring 

for Novice rowing - the first year of competitive 

rowing for all rowers. WYRA athletes compete in 

regional-and-national regattas in three different 

divisions: Novice, Junior Varsity, and Varsity. 

FALL SEASON (SEPTEMBER - NOVEMBER)

The Fall Season runs from September through mid-

November where racing is comprised of 4000-5000 

meter “head” races in which crews race against the 

clock. WYRA hosts the first race of the season, “The 

Head of the Christina Regatta”, at its boathouse in 

Wilmington.  As these races are longer in length, 

the team focuses not only on technique, but also 

on establishing a strong base level of fitness and 

creating a desire to compete against some of the 

nation’s elite-level rowing programs.

SPRING SEASON (MARCH - MID-MAY)

The Spring Season runs from March through mid-

May. The Competitive teams practice for two and a 

half hours, 5 days a week.  Beginning in April, Varsity 

athletes add an extra day to their practice schedule 

to prepare for upcoming races. In Spring, athletes 

race not against the clock as with the Fall-season 

races, but rather against other crews in a 2000-meter 

sprint style race. Once athletes hit the water, 

coaches work on the fundamentals established 

during the previous season to create boats in 

various categories which possess the best possible 

chance for success.

WHY COMPETITIVE ROWING? 

Competitive rowing sets an unparalleled standard 

for personal and physical development at the 

highest level for their age group. WYRA athletes 

from the ages of 13 – 19 compete in regattas on a 

regional and national rowing stage in three different 

divisions, Novice, Junior Varsity, and Varsity. Those 

joining the Competitive Rowing division who have 

no previous rowing experience begin their journey 

in the Novice program where they are taught the 

art of rowing. As they gain experience they move 

into the Junior Varsity and Varsity programs.

PROGRAMS
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WHERE THE PROGRAM HAS COME FROM

WYRA athletes have competed in internationally 

recognized regattas such as the Henley Royal 

Regatta in England, the Head of the Charles in 

Boston, and the US Rowing Youth National 

Championships. Success points include consistent 

qualifying for and medal winning efforts at the 

national championships. 

WHERE THE PROGRAM IS GOING

WYRA’s goal is for the Competitive Programs to 

continue to promote a standard of excellence on 

par with elite national programs.

WHO WILL BENEFIT FROM THE PROGRAM 

WYRA’s Competitive program allows high school 

age athletes to compete at the highest possible 

level of competition in their age group. 

It also allows their rowing experience to open the 

doors of collegiate rowing at the finest colleges 

and universities in the United States and Canada.  

WYRA staff and coaches spend a good deal of time 

talking to the athletes about college and helping 

rowers prepare for the college application process. 

Each year, the organization hosts a College Night 

for rowers and their parents where speakers are 

invited to discuss the college admissions process, 

how to leverage rowing in that process, the pros 

and cons of rowing in college, and what sort of 

program is right for each athlete. RECREATIONAL    ROWING
The WYRA Recreational Program is designed for 

youth from the age of 12 – 19 who wish to improve 

their athleticism, but do not have the desire to 

compete at a higher level. This is an introductory, 

noncompetitive program in which participants have 

an opportunity to try rowing in a fun and safe 

environment. Rowers take turns in every seat so 

that they can learn the techniques of rowing and 

pull together on the river safely. The coaching staff 

challenges the athletes and foster their growth by 

building and refining their technical skills, working 

to increase overall strength and mobility, and 

advancing  their ambitions in the sport of rowing. 

As rowers learn more about the sport and build 

their athletic skills, they have the choice to remain a 

recreational rower or to join the competitive 

program. 

WHY RECREATIONAL ROWING?

The Wilmington Youth Rowing Association realizes 

that not every high school student wishes to be in a 

highly competitive environment.  While some kids 

thrive on a busy schedule, others need more time 

to do homework, read, or spend time with family 

and friends. With fewer competitive events, 

recreational rowing is well suited for kids (and 

parents) who need a little more downtime but want 

to stay active and participate in team sports.

WYRA has provided a safe place for my son 

to develop physically and socially as a young 

man. The relationships he continues to 

build amongst peers and adults keeps him 

coming back with enthusiasm.

- Jay Torregrossa, 

Parent of Current WYRA Rower

WYRA coaches talk to college 
recruiters and write letters of 
recommendation for many of 
their rowers. In recent years, 

more than half of the 
graduating seniors at WYRA 

have used rowing to assist them 
in the college application and 
scholarship process and many 

continue to row in college. 

Bates College

Bucknell University

Columbia University

Cornell University

Duke University

Georgetown University

Harvard University

Johns Hopkins University

Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology

Pennsylvania State University

Princeton University 

Smith College

Stanford University

St. Joseph's University 

United States Naval Academy

University of Delaware

University of Maryland

University of Miami

University of Pennsylvania 

University of Texas - Austin

University of Virginia

Villanova University

Williams College

Yale University

SAMPLE OF UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES WHERE WYRA ROWERS HAVE ROWED
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WHERE THE PROGRAM HAS COME FROM 

The recreational program was built on the 

importance of physical fitness, leadership skills, and 

team development for youth and the recognition 

that the nature of competitive sports can be  

unappealing or discouraging for some athletes. 

The availability of a recreational rowing program 

that is fun, provides exercise, and builds confidence 

is an essential part of WYRA’s mission. 

WHERE THE PROGRAM IS GOING AND 
WHO WILL BENEFIT

WYRA’s recreational program expands the 

opportunities that rowing can offer to middle and 

high school age youth around the region. This 

program focuses on athletics, team, and confidence 

building, which are important attributes for all 

youth, but especially to those from at-risk 

communities. WYRA’s ultimate goal is to grow its 

recreational program by partnering and 

collaborating with other nonprofits and 

governmental agencies to provide opportunities 

for youth of all socioeconomic and ethnic 

backgrounds. College apprentices study theatre, 

education, or a related field and seek to develop 

skills as lead designers, acting instructors, directors, 

choreographers, or administrators. They are treated 

as summer staff who receive significant mentorship 

by PVTC executive staff. College apprentice staff is 

made up of graduates of the PVTC community, as 

well as students who have heard about this valuable 

program where their artistic voice is recognized 

and celebrated.

WINTER TRAINING 
The winter training program is designed to improve 

cardiovascular fitness, overall strength, and rowing 

technique.  This program entails cardio on indoor 

rowing machines, weight training, core 

strengthening, stretching, and technical training in 

WYRA’s indoor rowing tanks.  The winter season 

helps build all of the necessary fitness needed for a 

successful spring season.  It is open to both new 

and experienced rowers alike.  

SUMMER CAMPS
WYRA’s Summer Camp Program offers four types of 

camps, each designed to attract and train a different 

group of youth campers.  Overall, these camps are 

for youth ages 9-18, depending on the camp. 

ROW FOR IT!

Now entering its 27th season, ROW FOR IT!™ 

introduces the sport of rowing (aka crew) to youth 

from center-city Wilmington and surrounding 

suburbs, as well as southeastern PA and southern 

NJ.  Campers range from 10 to 13 years old and 

learn first on ergometers (rowing machines), then 

on WYRA’s indoor rowing tanks, and subsequently 

in 60’ racing shells on the Christina River. Over 2000 

individuals have taken part in ROW FOR IT!™ and 

many rowers return year after year. 

Summer camp staff consists of highly skilled 

rowing coaches, assisted by mentors and assistant 

coaches who are also WYRA competitive rowers. 

Each boat is accompanied at all times by a coach. 

ROWING 101

Rowing 101 is for high school youth, ages 14 

- 18, who might like to row either in high school 

or college competitive programs. Coaches work 

closely with rowers on ergometers, in WYRA’s 

indoor rowing tanks, and on the water in 60’ racing 

shells to teach the basics of rowing on a crew team. 

It is a great opportunity for students to decide if 

crew is a competitive sport which they will pursue 

at their respective schools.
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COMPETITIVE ROWING CAMP
The Competitive Rowing Camp is designed for 

athletes from the Mid-Atlantic region who want to 

maintain a peak fitness routine over the summer. 

However, more importantly, it will allow them to 

further develop their rowing skills in a competitive 

environment. Utilizing WYRA’s team of experienced 

coaches, the focus will be for each rower to improve 

their individual technique, athleticism, and team 

skills. The program is open to rowers who have at 

least one year of rowing experience.

The summer “Competitive Rowing” camp sessions 

at WYRA allow high school rowers to have a great 

focus on rowing, without major distractions like 

homework and exams. This allows for greater 

individual attention by the coach. Additionally, 

being surrounded by similarly focused rowers will 

encourage them to learn more about the sport, meet 

rowers from other programs, push themselves more, 

all the while having fun being there. 

RIVER RANGERS
The River Rangers Program is a partnership with 

the DuPont Environmental Educational Center for 

youth ages 9-12. Participants explore the marshes at 

the DuPont Environmental Education Center in the 

morning, ride the Christina River Taxi to the WYRA 

Boathouse at noon, and learn to row in the afternoon 

with WYRA coaches. 

" You cannot imagine the positive 
impact that you have had not only on 

our oldest son, but our entire family. He 
has a disability and WYRA took him in 
during Row For It Summer Camp and 

immediately made him part of the Crew 
as a coxswain. The coaches and his 

fellow team members welcomed him, 
instructed him, and encouraged him. His 

experience has given him such 
confidence and the strength to try 

anything. We can’t thank you enough."

- The Cavender Family

PARTICIPATING PARTNER IN THE 
WAREHOUSE PROJECT
The Teen Warehouse Inc., also known as “The 

Warehouse”, is an organization focused on 

revolutionizing teen engagement with effective 

and engaging programming through the 

“REACH” pillars - Recreation, Education, Arts, 

Career, and Health. These five pillars build both 

knowledge and confidence, as well as positively 

impact sociocultural outcomes. Working under the 

umbrella of the newly formed REACH Riverside 

community re-development corporation, upwards 

of 80 local nonprofit-and-community organizations 

that serve youth, including WYRA, are working 

together to create an outlet where youth can 

access programs and services to help them learn, 

grow, and succeed while having fun and building 

community among their peers. The Warehouse is 

a one-stop shop for Wilmington's next generation 

that will be youth-led and youth-driven, thus 

helping ensure its overall societal success.

"Organizations like WYRA will be both 
Program and Network Partners, 
providing programming at The 

Warehouse, in addition to bringing 
Warehouse teens to their own facility 

on the riverfront.  Partnerships like The 
Warehouse and WYRA's provide access 

to programming to a far greater number 
of young people than either the 

individual organizations could provide 
on their own. With the number of DI 

rowing minority scholarships available, 
this is a great moment to develop this 
partnership for Wilmington’s teens."

- Patrick Ryan, Co-Executive Director of 
The Warehouse

DEVELOPING AND UPCOMING PROGRAMS
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A.I. DUPONT NEMOURS HOSPITAL 
FOR CHILDREN PROGRAM
In this program, WYRA and Nemours Hospital work 

with children with physical challenges. Using both 

indoor and on-the-river rowing, these youth will 

see themselves in new ways and realize that there is 

virtually no limit to what they can accomplish.

VETERANS AND NATIONAL 
GUARD/RESERVE PROGRAM 

WYRA would like to develop a program that 

offers state-of-the-art facilities, equipment, and 

experienced coaching staff to provide a variety of 

rowing programs to all active duty, reserve service 

members, national guard, military veterans, from 

every branch and era of military service. 

This program will be especially valuable with veterans 

and National Guard/Reserve personnel suffering 

from PTSD and other combat related injuries.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
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RENOVATION PHASES
PHASE 1

The first phase of the boathouse renovation project 

will consist of structural repairs, new flooring and 

sound baffling for the general-purpose room, 

bathrooms renovation, and a weight-room upgrade.

PHASE 2

The second phase will include the complete 

modernization of the locker rooms, showers, and 

overall locker facilities, as well as redesigning the 

office space to include a conference room and 

tutoring facilities for youth. 

The renovation of the boathouse will allow WYRA to 

expand its programming, further its mission, and 

better serve the rowing programs of the University of 

Delaware and Great Valley High School who fully 

leverage WYRA’s boathouse for practices.  The 

renovation will also help WYRA to diversify revenue 

streams and expand its services to the community 

through the rental of its facilities for events.

This capital build-out will not only benefit the current 

competitive and recreational programs, but will also 

allow for expanded partnership opportunities with 

local non-profit programs for the region’s at-risk 

youth.

"WYRA has been a great experience for 

our son and our family. WYRA took a 

novice athlete and turned him into a rower 

who competed twice at the Youth

Nationals. But WYRA provided more than 

that. It provided him with purpose, 

discipline,drive, friendship and a lot of 

fun. The club leadership, the coaches, the 

families and the athletes were all very 

welcoming, supportive and create a real 

family-like atmosphere. While our son is 

moving on to college, both of us want to 

stay involved with the club. We want to 

give back so that other young athletes and 

their families can have the experiences 

that we did."

- The Browns, West Chester, PA

THE PURPOSE OF WYRA’S CAPITAL CAMPAIGN IS TO RAISE FUNDS 
FOR A STAGED AND COMPLETE RENOVATION OF THE BOATHOUSE 

TO BETTER SERVE ITS YOUTH PROGRAMS AS THE BOATHOUSE 
HAS NOT BEEN UPDATED IN OVER 15 YEARS AND IS IN NEED OF 

MODERNIZATION AND EXPANSION TO CONTINUE TO FULFILL THE 
MISSION OF SERVING THE YOUTH OF THE REGION.

VISION FOR THE FUTURE
2019 ACTIVITIES

• Capital campaign - Stage 1 renovation: General 

Purpose Room, Security System, Bay Doors, 

docks, and indoor tanks

• Operational & Endowment Campaign

• Work with the “Teen Warehouse” to launch 

Summer and Fall pilot programs to offer 

opportunities for youth-at-risk

• Upgrade rowing equipment

• Recruitment/Public Relations/Marketing

• Review of existing campaigns to aid in the 

development of new campaigns

2020 ACTIVITIES

• Capital  Campaign - Stage 2 renovation: Locker 

rooms, Warming Kitchen, Downstairs 

bathrooms, Tutoring rooms

• Implement “New” programs:, A.I. duPont 

Nemours Hospital for Children, Veterans

• January - launch full “Teen Warehouse” Program

• Recruitment/Public Relations/Marketing

• Review of existing campaigns to aid in the 

development of new campaigns

2021 ACTIVITIES

• Continue Capital  Campaign - Stage 2 

renovation: Locker rooms, Warming Kitchen, 

Downstairs bathrooms, Tutoring rooms

• “The Teen Warehouse”

• Evaluate and expand programs: A.I. duPont 

Nemours Hospital for children, Veterans

• Recruitment/Public Relations/Marketing

• Review of existing campaigns to aid in the 

development of new campaigns for 2022

WYRA seeks to grow its financial assistance 
program from 22 student-athletes on 
scholarships to 50 student-athletes on 

scholarships by 2020. Financial assistance 
awards covers enrollment, gear/uniforms, 

and travel expenses. Expanding the financial 
assistance program will bring the sport of 

rowing beyond middle-class families to 
underserved and socioeconomically 

disadvantaged communities. Youth from 
communities-at-risk will particularly benefit 
as all athletes who participate at WYRA have 
access to educational materials, community/

business networking opportunities, and 
higher education rowing programs.

ADDITIONAL FUNDING 
OPPORTUNITIES
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THE OPPORTUNITY
Contributing to the Wilmington Youth Rowing Association Campaign will create a safe, fun and 

educational environment where every student athlete has the opportunity to shine.

Statement of Need (total)  ................................$ 500,000

Competitive Program (general operating) ................................$ 20,000

Recreational Program (general operating) ................................$ 25,000

Winter Training Program (general operating) .............................$ 4,000

Future Summer Camps/Programs .............................................$ 35,000

Building Renovation Campaign ...............................................$ 350,000

City of Wilmington .....................................................................$ 66,000

Coming to the Wilmington Youth Rowing Association was a “giant leap” for me. It 
meant leaving the cozy yet constricting confines of the so-called “corporate 

world” and committing whole heartedly to a mission of helping youth visualize 
themselves in a totally new way. I believe that there is no more important mission 
than helping to prepare a young person to meet the challenges of adolescence and 

adulthood and achieve his or her full potential.

As the Executive Director, my goals are to not only continue the established mission 
of WYRA, but also to expand the positive effect that the sport of rowing can have 
on the youth in the region. This impact goes beyond the athleticism and includes 

patience, trust, focus, teamwork, discipline, confidence, and the value of hard 
work.

In conclusion, as Robert Ingersoll said, “We rise by lifting others.”

- Lou Salvadori, Executive Director
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WHO IS INVOLVED
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Martha Manning
Board Member

Diana Burns
Board Chair

Sarah Grantham
Board Member

Pam Calvert-Hirt
Board Member

Diana is a Senior Director of Operations with ATI 
Worksite Solutions.  She received her Master of Science 
degree from the University of Delaware in Biomechanics 
and her Bachelor of Science degree from West Chester 
University in Athletic Training. She worked in the 
outpatient physical therapy setting for 30 years and 
served in different roles throughout her career, including 
outreach athletic trainer in the sports medicine setting 
and clinical athletic trainer in the workers’ compensation 
setting.  Diana joined the business development team 
for ATI Physical Therapy in 2008 and has worked in an 
operations role for ATI Worksite Solutions since 2013.  
Diana started rowing at the Wilmington Rowing Club 
while attending graduate school at the University of 
Delaware and volunteered as an athletic trainer at the 
1997 Pan American games for the women’s lightweight 
crews.  She competed in the Master’s Women’s 4’s 
and 8’s from 1991-1997, and was part of the Women’s 
8 which placed third in the Master’s National in 1995.  
She was assistant coach to Chuck Crawford with the 
University of Delaware Women’s Lightweight Club team 
from 1992-1994 and head women’s coach for WYRA 
from 1995-1997.

Dr. Pam Calvert-Hirt, a licensed Psychologist in DE and 
PA, is the Director of Widener University’s Biofeedback 
Clinic and Certification Center. Previously, she worked 
in the Drug and Alcohol field as Program Director for a 
60-bed inpatient drug-and-alcohol rehabilitation center. 
In addition to her Doctorate in Psychology, Pam holds a 
B.S. in Business from Virginia Tech, and an M.B.A. from 
Widener University. She discovered the joy of rowing 
over 20 years ago while working as an Internal Auditor 
for the DuPont Company. Pam is excited that her oldest 
son is enamored with  rowing as well after participating 
in WYRA’s Row For It! summer camp.  Pam has been 
part of the WYRA family for 20 years.

Sarah grew up in Sidney, British Columbia before 
moving to Wyoming and subsequently Delaware after 
getting married. She graduated from Western University 
and earned a Bachelor of Medical Science degree with 
honors.  She subsequently earned a Post-Baccalaureate 
Certificate in Accounting from Goldey-Beacom College. 
She worked as an operations manager for an airline 
parts company  before joining Santora CPA Group in 
2016, where she earned her CPA designation and is now 
a Senior Accountant. 

Martha Manning has been involved with WYRA for 
over 15 years. She is the mother of four children – 
now grown – one of whom rowed at WYRA for 6 
years. Two other children rowed in high school and/
or college. A graduate of the University of Delaware, 
Martha is a former teacher who went on to found 
the Delaware Charter Schools Network, a non-profit 
organization where she served as Executive Director 
until her retirement in 2006. A long-time volunteer at 
Cab Calloway School of the Arts, Martha served on 
their Board for 11 years. She has a good deal of grant-
writing experience and is well known in the Wilmington 
community.

Faith Pizor
Board Member

Kash Srinivasan
Board Member

Andrew Pizor
Board Member

WHO IS INVOLVED
BOARD OF DIRECTORS (CONT.)

Lou Salvadori
Executive Director

Faith Pizor was the Executive Director of WYRA since 
its founding in 1989 until September of 2018.  She is 
a graduate of the University of Pittsburgh and was a 
Research Assistant at the Eleutherian Mills- Hagley 
Foundation where she wrote numerous articles and 
edited “The Man in the Moon and Other Lunar 
Fantasies.”  This book was published nationally and 
abroad with the majority of the content based on the 
Hagley Museum’s Lammot DuPont, Jr. Aeronautics 
Collection.
Faith was the founding partner of Kids Paperbacks 
Bookstore in Wilmington and edited Applying to 
College, an international newsletter for high school 
students going through the college application 
process. She was the keynote speaker at the Governor’s 
Conference on Women in Business, was a member of 
USRowing’s Committee on Access, Accessibility, and 
Diversity, and chaired the USRowing Conference on 
Diversity at Temple University in 2008.
Faith and her late husband, Gordon Pizor, founded 
WYRA in 1989 and ROW FOR IT! in 1993. She is the 
parent of Andy Pizor and Julie Pizor Donohue, both 
coxswains at WRC, WYRA, and in college.

Prior to forming the Kash Srinivasan Group to pursue 
a consulting career in 2013, Kash served for 16 years 
as Commissioner of Public Works for Wilmington, DE, 
overseeing a variety of government services including 
a Water/Sewer utility, Transportation, Engineering, 
Fleet management and Sanitation. Over a 34-year 
career with Wilmington, Kash also served as the Water 
Division Director and the Plant manager for the regional 
Wastewater Treatment Plant. Kash holds a Bachelor’s 
degree in Mechanical Engineering and Master Degrees 
in Biomedical and Environmental Engineering.

Andrew Pizor is an attorney at the National Consumer 
Law Center.  A Wilmington native, Andrew learned 
to row and cox at the Wilmington Rowing Club 
while a student at the Tatnall School, before WYRA 
was founded.  He has coxed for WRC, Georgetown 
University and the University of Glasgow.  A graduate 
of Georgetown University (B.A.) and Fordham 
University School of Law (J.D.), he is a contributing 
author of several books on consumer protection law 
and a dockmaster at WYRA’s Head of the Christina 
Regatta.

Lou joined the Wilmington Youth Rowing Association 
in the fall of 2018 after working for a non-profit 
specializing in the education of youth-at-risk. His 
work in the nonprofit sector followed over 20 years’ 
experience as a Marketing Director in the for-profit 
sector. This set of skills from the business and non-
profit worlds enables him to help lead WYRA in the 
fulfillment of its mission to serve middle and high 
school youth. In addition to his experience in the 
business world, he has been a high school coach in 
Lacrosse and Cross Country for over 15 years.
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