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USA Disabled Hockey:

2020 Toyota - USA Hockey Disabled Hockey Festival

The 16th annual Toyota - USA Hockey Disabled Hockey Festival will take place March 26-29, 2020 and April 2-5, 2020 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  Hockey Sticks Together Foundation is proud to be the host of the 2020 Disabled Hockey Festival and welcomes all six disciplines to Pittsburgh.

Games will be played at three rinks: UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex, RMU Island Sports Center, and Baierl Ice Complex.
Updates from the USA Winter meeting:

1. Special Hockey Classic 2020. 1st weekend in December, Columbus Ohio. (More exciting info to come. 
2.  Warrior Classic 2020. October 8-11. Las Vegas.

3. Sled classic 2020. Weekend before Thanksgiving. Irvine, Ca.

4. Disabled Fest 2021. 

Weekend 1 (all but sled). 3/25 to 28

St. Louis, Mo.

Weekend 2 (sled). 4/8 to 11

5. There will be a coach’s clinic the Thursday of each disabled festival weekend from 8a to 4p specific to the disciplines playing that weekend.

6. The disabled workshop will be transitioning to online webinars. More information to follow.

7. Disabled fest 2022 will be in Minnesota. Date TBD. All disciplines on one weekend.

8. Disabled fest 2023 will be in Irvine, Ca.

9. Special Hockey putting together a summer player developmental camp in New Jersey. More info to follow.

10. Blind Hockey Summit will be renamed to Blind Hockey Classic. Looking to an October date and researching a venue.

11. Blind Hockey camp will be Aug 4 to 9 in Utica NY.

12. Sled Hockey camp is July 5 to 11 in Buffalo NY.
Minnesota Disabled Hockey:
Minnesota Warriors:  
· (2) teams in AHA Hockey in Metro area. Green team at C-2 is 8-1. Black Team at D-1 is 4-5.

· Team is just started League play in the Wild League at Super rink at the C-2 Level they are 0-1 and Play thru April.

· We have six teams for the Hendrickson Festival in February.

· We have Six teams for the National Disabled Hockey Festival.

· We received a two year commitment / grant From Operation Hat Trick to help fund our programs.

· We sent a mass mailing to all Non-Profit charitable Gambling entities request donations to help pay for travel in late December. To date over $7,000 has been received. 
· We are working on a Grant request to the Minnesota Department of Veteran Affairs to help expand / support our program.
· We now have eight players for the Women’s team and intend to get them in a April. Tournament with larger goal of league play on the future.

Minnesota Sled Hockey:  
MN Sled Hockey is in the middle of another busy and exciting season.  

· In November we sent a mostly young team to the NHL Sled Classic in St Louis and competed in the Tier 2 division, finishing with a 2-2 record...competing very well!
· In December we had both our youth teams competing at the annual Holiday Sled Tourney in La Crosse, WI...both our Youth A and B teams doing awesome, our A team won the tourney.
· In January we sent both our youth teams to the Paul Natzke Memorial Sled Tourney, all had fun and competed well.  Also, will be demoing sled hockey at the annual Hockey Day MN.
· February will bring us to Angola, IN for the annual Silver Stick youth sled tourney, and the big one...the annual Hendrickson Foundation Hockey Festival Feb 21st-23rd.  We invite all to come watch sled hockey...this will be at the Super Rink in Blaine.

Good luck to all in their 2019-20 seasons!

Rochester team update:

· Team participated in scrimmages organized by the Coulee organization in La Crosse in November.
· Some of our players are ready to bare the cold and participate in an outdoor sled hockey game at the end of January.
· We will be submitting an adult team to the Hendrickson Tournament, with many of our youth players also playing on youth teams.
· We continue to grow in size – 2 new players this season.
Minnesota Special Hockey:  
Minnesota Wild Special Hockey is off to a fantastic season. In early January we hosted our annual jamboree in Alexandria. We had our greatest turn out so far with 110 athletes. At this jamboree our athletes get to participate in an out of town hockey experience. There was lots of swimming, hotel fun and a huge pizza party. 
We are looking forward to Hockey Day Minnesota in Minneapolis. Some of our athletes will be skating during the event and we will be part of the Hockey Cares tent, sharing everything about Minnesota Wild Special Hockey. 
We are excited to be planning for the National Festival in Pittsburgh. We are planning on 2 teams to represent us.  
We have one player who applied and was accepted to participate in the first ever USA Disabled Hockey World Cup!  Way to go Hannah Murray!

We are continuing to recruit new players and share this great program.

Minnesota Blind Hockey
· We will be doing a Blind Hockey demo during Hockey Day MN 2020 on outdoor ice at Parade Arena. MWBH, Sled and Special Hockey programs partnered up to promote our programs at the Hendrickson Foundation tent during the three-day event. 

· MWBH created a board this season, meeting monthly at TRIA Rink, prior to or after practice. 

· We have 19 players on our roster and a committed group of coaches. Our skaters and coaches reflect diversity in terms of gender and ethnicity, experiences, including our goalie coach Meghan, boys varsity goalie at Cambridge-Isanti and Dean Williams, coach who is legally blind. 

· As we have progressed, we have reduced the number of outside teams assisting with practice. We will continue to nurture relationships with a few of these teams, including Cambridge-Isanti, Edina and Prior Lake. Also, ladies from Delta Gamma (U of M) would like to again send a few volunteers to skate and raise funds for MWBH.
· All players were fitted and received new helmets this season!  Thanks to the Hendrickson Foundation that made this possible.

· The Minnesota Gophers highlighted blind hockey at one of their games this season and UBS has committed to donating $500 for every gopher home game win this season.  Thanks to UBS for their amazing support.
Edina Bantam AA will be holding a second annual fundraiser during a bantam tournament at Braemar in February. This includes an interactive demonstration.

 

The impact? In the words of our newest skater, Jeff Thompson: 


“I want to thank you and Jason and the Hendrickson Foundation and all those involved in volunteering their time, support and equipment. You don’t know what playing hockey again has meant to me. Yes, I need to get my lungs and legs back into hockey fitness and I will work at that on and off the ice. But you people have really impacted my outlook on the possibilities and opportunities to be a team player. I never ever thought about lacing up the skates and putting on pads since I lost my eye-sight. Yes, I have peripheral vision but skating with the Minnesota Wild Blind Hockey Team has lifted my spirits and put a brand new skip in my step. Thank you all for what you are doing, taking the time and motivating us and bringing Blind Hockey to a reality and something that so many of us are connecting up with and building upon. I am in. My family even notices that game day isn’t Football Sunday, it is MN Wild Blind Hockey Sunday!
I also noticed the families and kids during the Holiday celebration last practice and it really hit home about what this means to the families, kids and I felt that this is much bigger than me lacing up skates, it’s about creating opportunities and having an open door to anyone who wants to or is interested in skating on ice. I can’t believe I waited this long since the interview with you Lonny. I guess with Mike Colbrunn showing up to the State Rehabilitation Council meeting in a MN Wild jersey and hat kind of got me thinking and I knew I could not wait another 40 years to lace up the skates. So, thank you Lonny, Jason and all the others as I mentioned before, we got a good thing going on here in Minnesota and it is great to be part of it.”
Minnesota Disabled Hockey Committee:
Reminders!!: 

· Nominate your players for the USA disabled athlete of the year.

· Please encourage players to apply for Minnesota Hockey disabled scholarship!! The application is on the Minnesota Hockey website.

 

Respectfully submitted,

Antonia Gillen
USA Disabled Hockey Director

Minnesota District

