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NFF HONORS DINNER CELEBRATES
ACHIEVEMENTS OF 52 PEOPLE 

PREP AWARDS INCLUDED J&C HONOREES FOR FIRST TIME;

A record number of 52 people, ranging in age from 18 to 87, were recognized for their achievements at the 2018 edition of the National Football Foundation’s Honors Dinner on June 10 at the Four Points by Sheraton Grand Ballroom in West Lafayette. 

The event definitely had a “quarterback” flair as the Purdue University community celebrated the inductions of two former Boilermaker QBs into the Indiana Football Hall of Fame and the recognition of two current Boilermaker QBs as award winners.  The Lafayette Journal & Courier and the Indiana Football Coaches Association assisted the NFF’s Joe Tiller Chapter of Northwest Indiana at this “Celebrating Our Legends XIV” Dinner. 

The new Indiana Football Hall of Fame members are a pair of former Purdue quarterbacks from the 1950’s, Dale Samuels and Len Dawson, while current Purdue QBs David Blough and Elijah Sindelar received two of the chapter’s top annual awards, the Citizenship Award and the Drew Brees Mental Toughness Award, respectively.  

The chapter awards presented this year were:

Drew Brees Mental Toughness Award – Elijah Sindelar  
Citizenship Award – David Blough 
Bernie Flowers Award for Outstanding Contribution to Amateur Sports – Brad Cohen & Orlando Itin 
Legends Award – Jeff Washburn (deceased), accepted by son Jade & wife Cheryl 
Patrick Mackey Courage Award – Tyler Trent
Outstanding Game Official Award – Dr. Todd Clark
Arnette Tiller “Service to Football” Award – Jan O’Shea
J&C Female Student-Athlete of the Year Award – Sami Royer  
J&C Male Student-Athlete of the Year Award – August Schott 
NFF Scholar-Athlete of the Year Award – August Schott

40 HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETES HONORED

For the 14th straight year, the top football scholar-athletes of Northwest Indiana, who were nominated by their schools for the NFF’s scholarships, were featured during this event and they were joined by football players who were chosen to represent Regions 1 and 4 as part of the North All-Stars for the mid-summer North-South All-Star Game in Indianapolis.  

For the first time at this event, the Lafayette Journal & Courier provided its Players of the Year of various 2017-18 sports as well as its list of nominees for the J&C Student-Athletes of the Year Awards. All were invited and all who attended were introduced. 

All the high school honorees appear alphabetically adjacent to this story in the order they were introduced to the crowd at the Honors Dinner. 

The 14 NFF scholar-athletes are all headed to college this fall. Academically, it is an outstanding group. Seven of them have 4.0 grade point averages or better, eight are ranked among the top 10 percent in their senior classes, six are in the top five percent and four are valedictorians at their schools. Their collective grade point average is 3.94. Six of those young men  -- Kyle Colbert of Tri-Central High School, Jimmy Craven of Portage, Ethan Jones of North White, Drew Moseley of Tri-County, Andrew Page of Lafayette Central Catholic and August Schott of West Lafayette -- were singled out by judges as finalists for the Scholar-Athlete of the Year Award. 

 By winning the award, Schott, who is attending the U.S. Naval Academy, became a candidate for the State of Indiana Scholar-Athlete of the Year Award. The “competition” at all levels is based 40 percent on academics, 40 percent on athletics and 20 percent on citizenship, leadership and character. 

The Honors Dinner served as a platform for recognition of the Lafayette Journal & Courier’s Players of the Year from various sports and the Student-Athletes of the Year, which have been given every year since 2001, following nominations by the high school athletics directors. One male and one female winner is annually selected by the J&C sports staff.  The six finalists for those awards were Mallory Gardiner of Twin Lakes, Caroline McClaskey of North Montgomery and Sami Royer of Central Catholic among the females and Colton Crum of Frankfort, Pete Newton of Harrison and Schott of West Side among the males. Some scholarship money was raised to provide monetary support for the J&C winners as well. Royer and Schott were awarded trophies. 

Purdue’s Head Football Coach Jeff Brohm assisted with two presentations. 

HALL OF FAME

The highlight of the event, in conjunction with the Indiana Football Coaches Association, were the Hall of Fame Inductions. 

Dawson, a 1957 Purdue grad, was unable to attend due to ill health but was inducted anyway (represented by long-time friend John Douglas) as one of the all-time great Boilermaker quarterbacks, having set record for passing yards (3,325) and touchdown passes (29) in an era when passing the ball was not nearly as common as it is today. Len led Purdue to an upset win over No. 1 rated Notre Dame and had a record of 7-1-1 against rivals Illinois, Indiana and ND. He was drafted by the Pittsburgh Steelers but most of his career with the Kansas City Chiefs, where he was Super Bowl champion in 1970. He was named the NFL Man of the Year in 1973 and spent all of his post-playing days as a sports anchor and reporter for KMBC-TV. Len was inducted into the Purdue Athletics Hall of Fame in 1996. 

Samuels, the eldest among the honorees at 87 is a Purdue grad of 1953,. He is a member of the Boilermakers’ famed Cradle of Quarterbacks, as is Dawson. Dale led Purdue to its first-ever win over a top-ranked team, beating Notre Dame in 1950, snapping the Irish’s 39-game unbeaten streak. Dale threw for 3,161 yards and 27 TDs in his career and led Purdue to a Big Ten co-championship in 1952. He was drafted by the Chicago Cardinals but spent most of his career as an assistant football coach (17 years) and Purdue administrator (20 years), taking a break in between to work in private business and serve as color commentator for Purdue on the radio. He retired as Associate Athletics Director in 1995 and was inducted into the Purdue Athletics Hall of Fame in 2001.

Other honorees at “Celebrating Our Legends XIV” included Blough as the recipient of the Citizenship Award, sponsored by the J&C, for his endless involvement with community projects involving programs for kids and Sindelar as the recipient of this year’s Drew Brees Mental Toughness Award for his end-of-season heroics leading Purdue to three consecutive wins (over Iowa, Indiana and Arizona) while playing on a torn ACL in his right knee. 

Trent, a Carmel grad and Purdue student, was honored for exhibited outstanding courage in battling cancer while covering the Boilermakers for a sports writer for the Purdue Exponent. Washburn, a graduate of Lafayette Jeff and Purdue, was recognized posthumously with the Legends Award, sponsored by the Purdue Alumni Association, after his lifetime of sports coverage in the region and for his legendary battle with cancer while continuing to work right up until the night before his untimely passing last fall. 

Dr. Clark and Mrs. O’Shea received their respective awards from the Western Indiana Officials Association and the Indiana Football Coaches Association for their long-time contributions to officiating and family support. 

GREAT SUPPORTERS

The winners of the award that was created to recognize outstanding contributions to amateur sports and appropriately named in honor of Bernie Flowers are as well known for their community involvement and support as they are for the quality of the pizza. Brad Cohen, owner of Arni’s Pizza, and Orlando Itin, co-owner of Bruno’s Swiss Inn, are both second-generation pizza magnets in the Lafayette area, following in the footsteps of their famous fathers who started these two highly-successful restaurants more than 50 years ago. Both Arni’s and Bruno’s have been huge supporters of youth and amateur sports and of organizations like the NFF. The Flowers Award is sponsored annually by Kerry Flowers of Genre Hotels. 

Since receiving its charter in the fall of 2004, as a non-profit organization, this chapter has awarded more than $213,000 in grants, scholarships and honorariums to students plus another $65,000 to other charities in the region.  

In addition to seeking donations and sponsorships to support the scholarship program, the chapter also receives money ($500 for every 50 dues-paying members in the local chapter) from the national office in Irving, Tex. In its first 14 years, this chapter has recognized 256 NFF scholar athletes and awarded them between $200 and $5,000 each. 

The NFF’s tax-deductible membership dues are $40 per year or $99 for three years, payable to the National Football Foundation. The NFF has 120 chapters and more than 12,000 members, nationally, and awards more than $1.3 million in scholarships each year.   

· NFF    -



[bookmark: _GoBack]HERE ARE THE HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETES WHO WERE HONORED AT THE 14TH ANNUAL NFF HONORS DINNER JUNE 10 IN WEST LAFAYETTE ALONG WITH THEIR AWARDS AND COLLEGE DESTINATIONS:

Anna Albaugh from Clinton Prairie High School was a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award nominee and is attending Albion College.  

Nicole Brindle from Attica High School was a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award nominee and is attending Taylor University.

Justin Clary from North Montgomery High School was a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award nominee and is attending Franklin College.

Mitch Coapstick from Clinton Prairie High School was a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award nominee and is attending Purdue University.

Kyle Colbert from Tri-Central High School was an NFF Scholar-Athlete of the Year finalist and is attending Purdue.

Jimmy Craven from Portage High School was aa NFF Scholar-Athlete of the Year finalist and a Region 1 All-Star. He is attending the University of Notre Dame.

Colton Crum from Frankfort High School was a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award finalist. He is the state champion and now the state record holder in the pole vault. He is attending Notre Dame.

Kate Cunningham from Harrison High School was a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award nominee and is attending Marian University.

Keon Dillon from Harrison High School was an NFF Scholar-Athlete nominee and a Region 4 All-Star. He is attending the University of Wisconsin-Platteville.

Mallory Gardiner from Twin Lakes High School was a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award finalist and is attending Loras College.

Olivia Geswein from Harrison High School was selected as the J&C Large School Player of the Year in soccer. 

Mason Hartman from Attica High School was a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award nominee and is attending Black Hawk College.

Maci Heimlich from North White High School was a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award nominee and was selected as J&C Small School Player of the Year for girls basketball. She is attending Bethel College. 

Hailey Henry from Rensselaer High School was a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award nominee and is attending IUPUI.

Vince Ivetich from Munster High School was an NFF Scholar-Athlete  of the Year nominee and is attending Indiana University. 

Parker Jordan from Rensselaer High School was a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award nominee and is attending Rose-Hulman Institute. 

Ethan Jones from North White High School was an NFF Scholar-Athlete of the Year finalist and is attending Stanford University. 

Dalton Justice from Tri-County High School was selected as the J&C Small School Player of the Year for football and is a Region 4 All-Star. He is attending the University of Indianapolis. 
 
Ben Korniak from Rensselaer High School was an NFF Scholar-Athlete  of the Year nominee and a Region 4 All-Star. He is attending Purdue.
 
Ethan Larason from Maconaquah High School was an NFF Scholar-Athlete of the Year nominee and a Region 4 All-Star. He is attending Indiana.

Kylie Martin from West Lafayette High School was a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award nominee and is attending Purdue.

Caroline McClaskey from North Montgomery High School was a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award finalist and is attending Indiana. 

Drew Moseley from Tri-County High School was an NFF Scholar-Athlete of the Year finalist and a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award nominee. He is attending Purdue.   

Pete Newton from Harrison High School was a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award finalist and he is attending Indiana. 
 
Andrew Page from Lafayette Central Catholic High School was an NFF Scholar-Athlete of the Year finalist and a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award nominee. He is attending Wabash College. 

Will Persin from McCutcheon High School was a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award nominee and is attending the University of Wyoming. 

Spencer Pettit from Covington High School was selected as the J&C Small School Player of the Year for boys basketball. He is attending Bethel College.

Elizabeth Rhoda from Frankfort High School was a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award nominee and is attending Purdue.  

Sami Royer from Lafayette Central Catholic High School was selected as the J&C Female Student-Athlete of the Year Award and was the J&C Small School Player of the Year for volleyball. She is attending Indiana University.

Eric Scheeringa from North Newton High School was a Region 4 Football All-Star and is entering the National Guard. 

August Schott from West Lafayette High School was selected as both the NFF Scholar-Athlete of the Year and the J&C Male Student-Athlete of the Year. He is attending the U.S. Naval Academy. 
 
Nicolas Schutkovske from Andrean High School was an NFF Scholar-Athlete of the Year nominee and is attending Purdue. 
 
Jay Segal from Lafayette Jefferson High School was an NFF Scholar-Athlete of the Year nominee, a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year Award nominee and a Region 4 All-Star. He is attending Saint Francis.

Luke Staton from West Lafayette High School was selected as the J&C Big School Defensive Player of the Year for football, is a Region 4 All-Star and is attending Purdue.  

Luke Touloukian from West Lafayette High School is a Region 4 All-Star and is attending Purdue.  

Kyle Wade from Kokomo High School was an NFF Scholar-Athlete of the Year nominee and is attending Purdue. 
 
Colton Wagner from North Newton High School was an NFF Scholar-Athlete of the Year nominee and a Region 4 All-Star. He is attending IU-South Bend.

Matt Wilkerson from Lafayette Jefferson High School was selected as the J&C Big School Offensive Player of the Year for football and was a Region 4 All-Star. He is attending Wisconsin-Platteville. 

Bear Wood from McCutcheon High School was a J&C Student-Athlete of the Year nominee and is attending St. Louis College of Pharmacy. 

Sedric Wright-Enlow from Lafayette Jefferson High School, was a Region 4 All-Star and is attending Wisconsin-Platteville.
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