Chino Hills PONY Baseball
Pony Division Rules

2026 PONY Baseball Rules & Regulations
* The Pony rule book will be the official rule book, with the exception of rules stated in this Operational Plan.

All Volunteers working with players must have cleared Chino Hills PONY Baseball background check. Coaches and managers in the dugout and on the field need to wear their league issued badge. 

1. Playing Fields:
a. Pitching Distance: 54 feet
b. Distance between bases: 80 feet

2. Game Length
a. No Mercy Rule
b. Game Times Community Park: No New Inning shall start after 1hr 45min.
*There is no drop-dead time limit; official start time SHALL be confirmed by both managers and the umpire at the MANDATORY Home Plate meeting prior to the start of play.    

*The official game-start time AND game duration SHALL be discussed and confirmed by both managers and the umpire at the MANDATORY Home Plate meeting prior to the start of play.
c. Game Times BLD: No New Inning shall start after 1hr 45min.(above * applies)
d. Home Team if losing, must be given the chance to bat no matter the score.
e. Umpire will have official game time.
f. Games are 7 innings

4. Pitching
a. A pitcher will have been considered to pitch an inning as soon as the player takes the mound and the umpire begins play.
b. Pony 14u must use the Pitch Smart chart printed below:
	AGE
RANGE
	DAILY MAX
PITCHES
	
REQUIRED REST (PITCHES)


	
	
	0 DAYS
	1 DAY
	2 DAYS
	3 DAYS
	4 DAYS
	5 DAYS

	7-8
	50
	1-20
	21-35
	36-50
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	9-10
	75
	1-20
	21-35
	36-50
	51-65
	66+
	N/A

	11-12
	85
	1-20
	21-35
	36-50
	51-65
	66+
	N/A

	13-14
	95
	1-20
	21-35
	36-50
	51-65
	66+
	N/A

	15-16
	95
	1-20
	21-35
	36-50
	51-65
	76+
	N/A

	17-18
	105
	1-20
	21-35
	36-50
	51-65
	81+
	N/A


           *** If pitching to current batter puts pitcher over rest day limit, pitch count at start of at bat is recorded as official pitch count for pitcher ***

c. Pitchers reaching their maximum number of pitches in a day while pitching to a batter may finish pitching to that batter before being removed. 
d. Once the home plate umpire signals “play” to the pitcher, that pitcher shall become the pitcher of record and their pitch count begins at that point.
e. A pitcher is charged with the number of pitches in the specific calendar day in which they are pitched, regardless of whether they are local organization league games, the playoff of a postponed game or suspended game, tie game, or exhibition game. Rest is calculated as per calendar day. 
f. Any pitcher withdrawn from the mound and/or lineup, or a pitcher who is withdrawn from the mound and stays in the game at another position shall not be permitted to pitch again in the same game. 
g. Pitchers in violation of any of the pitching rules (Pitch Smart Chart), will result in suspension of Team Manager.  (Rules committee will decide Suspension Length)
h. The home team book shall be the official record of game statistics, including pitch count (PONY recommends that the score keeper from the visiting team and home team communicate frequently to avoid questions relating to pitch count).
i. A dropped third strike on a hitter is not an out unless the batter is touched out with the ball, or a force play has been made.
j. Balks will be called, and it is understood that there are no warnings.
k. The manager or coach may call one defensive timeout per inning. On his second trip to the mound, he must remove the pitcher. A manager may have any number of players at the mound during a defensive timeout.

l. Once a pitcher is removed from the mound he may not return to the mound in the same game.

m. The number of warm-up pitches between innings will be limited to five. New pitchers entering the game will be allowed ten pitches.

n. No metal cleat on the mound.

o. No Intentional walks. All Batters must be pitched to.

5. Playing Rules
a. The 7 run per inning run rule will apply for the first 6 innings. No team may score more than 7 runs an inning. Once 7 runs have been scored the teams will switch. There’s no 7 run rule in the 7th inning. Any team trailing by more than 7 runs in the 7th inning will be given the opportunity to come back from its deficit.

b. Any player warming up a pitcher must wear a mask.

c. Coaches are encouraged to warm-up their pitcher in between innings if the catcher is not immediately available.

d. No more than four coaches in each dugout.

e. Metal cleats are permitted but not on the mound.

f. All players must play 2 complete defensive innings and get one at bat per game. MANAGERS SHALL ENSURE THAT ALL PLAYERS MUST HAVE PLAYED 2 DEFENSIVE INNINGS BY THE 4TH INNING. If for any reason a player does not get this playing time, he must make it up in the next game. If this rule is broken by any manager, they are subject to disciplinary action, not excluding suspension.

g. Each team has a 15 minute window from the scheduled start time to field 8 players. If 8 players are not on the field after 15 minutes, the game will be declared a forfeit. If the game begins with less than 9 players, that team will take an automatic out in its 9th spot in the lineup. If a player arrives late, he may be inserted into the 9th spot in the lineup. 

h. Each team has to bat your entire lineup with free substitutions. In this case all players are considered to be in the lineup and can rotate defensive positions. The 2 inning defensive rule still applies.

i. When a team bats their entire lineup, a player leaving the game for any reason, including injury, will be marked as an out the next time the player is reached in the lineup. At that point, the player may be removed from the game. If the removal of the player takes the team below 9 players, the team will take an out each time that spot is reached.

j. At the start of the game, a manager may include in his lineup players that have not yet arrived. If that player's spot in the lineup occurs before the player reaches the field, the manager may remove that player from his lineup without penalty. He may leave the player on the lineup but will take an automatic out each time for that player. The manager may remove the player from the lineup following the out but before the next batter. If the manager chooses not to list the player on the lineup or removes him from the lineup, that player is ineligible to play that game. 

k. Pony Baseball does not allow courtesy runners for pitchers or catchers.
 
6. USA Baseball Bat Standard

a. Wooden, metal, graphite or ceramic bats manufactured for baseball play, which are round and not more than 2-5/8” in diameter at the thickest part, and not more than 42” in length, are acceptable. No bat shall be used if dented, cracked, modified, or misshaped.
b. In conjunction with USA Baseball and its other participating national member organizations, PONY Baseball has adopted the new USA Baseball bat standard (USABat). Effective January 1, 2018, with the exception of -3 bats (BBCOR certified), all other 2-5/8” minus factor bats (-5, -7, -9, etc.) and 2-1/4” bats must be certified with the USABat licensing stamp on the bat in order to be used for league and tournament play. 2-1/4” and 2-5/8” minus factor bats (-5, -7, -9, etc.) used prior to 2018 will be illegal to use in 2018.
c. [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]2-5/8” barrel bats are legal in all divisions of PONY baseball. If a 2-5/8” bat is -3, it must be BBCOR certified (stamped on the bats).
7. General
a. Questions on rules should be addressed to the Pony Commissioner

b. The Pony rule book will be the official rule book, with the exception of rules stated in this Operational Plan.

c. Keep all equipment inside the dugout.

d. There is no alcohol or tobacco use in or near the dugouts. Any coach that uses alcohol or tobacco in or near the dugout will be subject to suspension from the board.




