MICHIGAN AMATUER HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
DISTRICT 4 MEETING
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10th, 2025
District 4 Chair Popma called the meeting to order at 6:01 PM.  Minutes recorded by D4 Chair/Secretary Popma.  Meeting held via Microsoft Teams.
[bookmark: _Hlk134570865][bookmark: _Hlk166495637][bookmark: _Hlk210569371]DIRECTORS PRESENT:	Chairman John Popma, Treasurer Shelly-Ann Dow, Director Bob DeSpirt, Director Henrik Impola (6:58 departure), and Director Tom Krzyzak
COUNCIL PRESENT: 	Council Member Maria Biederman, Council Member Greg Hames, and Council Member Nick Zajas (6:30 arrival)
ABSENT:	Director Kim Gearns and Director Gordie Lietz
GUESTS:	Joe Riccardi and Kelli Godek (Grand River Hockey Association)
OPEN CALL:	Joe Riccardi inquired about the supplemental discipline policy. 
MINUTES:	Review October 2025 minutes.  Motion to approve by Director DeSpirt, 2nd by Council Member Hames, PASSES.   
D4 CALENDAR:	December to be held December 8, 2025, in closed session .
TREASURER REPORT:	
· Treasurer Dow had nothing to report.
DISTRICT CHAIR REPORT:	
· Closest rink exceptions (9 to D4 approved, 8 from D4 approved / 12 to D4 denied, 1 from D4 denied)
· No new interstate transfers for the month. 
· Email reminders with District registration information and dates sent to Association Leadership. 
· Local hearing documentation kit sent to association leaders.
· Several 4-hour rule waivers requested/approved.
· Numerous substitute goalie requests actioned (1 incorrect form, 1 denied due to older age group)
· USA Hockey Director position (1) opening nominations due November 30, 2025. 
· Question about 11U team being told they need mouthguards by official.  Explained 12U age classification. Team asked about waivers or exceptions and were denied by USAH. 
MAHA BOD REPORT:
· Director DeSpirt reported no October MAHA BOD meeting. 
· Proposed changes to supplemental discipline and video review noted.



ASSOCIATION/CLUB REPORTS:	
· Kensington Valley reporting Biggby AAA teams still skating out of Brighton. MAHA President to action.
· Hartland reported ownership change with rink/club sold to Mark Shaffer’s son Josh. 
· Nothing to report from Birmingham, Canton, Compuware, Honeybaked, Lakeland, Little Caesars, Farmington Hills, Grand River, Livonia, Novi, Orchard Lake, Plymouth, Jimmy Joihns, USA Hockey Club, Victory Honda, adults, or disabled.
[bookmark: _Hlk108542043]RULES:	
· Director Lietz not present to report.   
· Associations with input on rules should contact their D4 rep. 
COACHING:	
· Director Impola advised CEP development series dates sent to coaches.
· Reminder for all coaches to sign GameSheet scoresheets.
· Discussed rule for cutting players up to November 30th deadline in terms of fairness, and validity of signed contracts.  Motion to have MAHA Youth Committee review by Direcor DeSpirt, 2nd by Director Impola, PASSES.   
SAFESPORT/CONCUSSION:	
· Summary Suspension of coach issued on 10/27 
· Possible SafeSport audits during districts/states noted.
 
DISTRICTS/STATES:	
· 71 teams entered for states (slight increase from last year).
· Numerous teams emailed to ask if they were registered despite being directed to online list. 
· Round 2 assignments and team counts:  10U-A (12) – Compuware (Bob covering for Kim), 10U-AA (10) – Lakeland (Tom), 10U-B (6) – Birmingham (Maria), 12U-A (8) – Livonia (Gordie), 12U-AA (8) – Farmington Hills (Greg), 12U-B (7) – Canton (Shelly-Ann), 14U-A (7) – Orchard Lake (Henrik), 14U-AA (8) – USA (Maria), 14U-B (4) – Grand River (Nick), 16U-B (0) – Jimmy Johns, 18U-BB (1) – Jimmy Johns.  
· Hockey Day – Plymouth (John)
· Review Round 2 host assignments finalized.
· Director DeSpirt will post credentialling times on the D4 website.
· Discuss withdrawal date.  Motion to set withdrawal date of November 15, 2025, with a $20 administrative fee by Director DeSpirt, 2nd by Council Member Biederman, PASSES.
· List of 9U AAA teams sent to 2016 coaches to remain under 30% rule.  Discussed penalties if they are over 30% at time of credentialling, 
· GameSheet is mandatory for all playoff games. 
· Round 2 slots will be determined by top seeding of runners-up (10U-A=2, 3,4, 5 and 14U-A=2,3,4,6)
· Intent to enter for 16U-B, 18U-BB, JV/Prep due December 15th. 
· Discussed keeping same vendors for plaques, medals, and banners.  Chair Popma will coordinate banners and photographer, Council Member Biederman will coordinate plaques and medals.


[bookmark: _Hlk127560540][bookmark: _Hlk195108076]BLOCK GRANTS:	Treasurer Dow reported two applications with a due date of November 15, 2025.
MITES:	Director Lietz not present to report.  8U Plus presentation sent to association leaders by Jason Reynolds. 
WEBSITE:	Director DeSpirt discussed council protocols and succession planning completion.  Association contacts added to council only page of the D4 website. 
DISCIPLINE: 
· 23 carry-over suspensions.  11 served.  12 remaining (3 unserved, 2 turned over to other districts, 7 not registered in USAH for 2025-26 season).
· 87 Game Misconduct penalties for the season.
· 11 Match penalties for the season 
· Score sheet errors will only be corrected within 7 days.  18 errors submitted/ 1 pending, 1 denied, 16 corrected.
· Discussed upcoming hearings 
· Hearings from October playoffs summarized 
· New hearing needs discussed

OLD BUSINESS:	
· D4 apparel budget/financials. Council Member Hames reported clothing items are in printing , waiting for backpacks.
· D4 Council roster.  All reported up to date.
· LCFH 30% rule plan.  Follow up with VP Youth to verify numbers.
· Complaint about teams not wearing helmets. Director Lietz to investigate.
· Exception request/appeal status reviewed: 2016 Compuware Brown.
· Continuing complaints about BIGGBY teams participating in Brighton.  Email sent by the D4 Chair and the response from Biggby discussed.
· Mental Health Committee – 3 recommendations sent to Committee Chair Zajas who will reach out. 
· MAHA D4 social media.  Treasurer Dow advised the Facebook account is tied in with past members personal email.

NEW BUSINESS:	
· Novi team requested assistance to obtain a player release from USA Eagles team.  District 4 association reps to action.
· Rules review association meeting ahead of Winter Meeting – associations to provide comments to their D4 rep.
· Previous year minutes were forwarded to Director DeSpirt to include on website. 
· Exceptions actioned. 

OPEN END CALL:  	none

ADJOUNRMENT:	Motion to adjourn made by Council Member Biederman, 2nd by Director Krzyzak.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:43 PM.
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