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	Prepare Early…

	

	Prepare Your People
	Administration – Let your administration know now that you will need one day in the spring for a field trip of your Art students to the Visual Arts/Fine Arts State Competition
Students will get to see and vote on the art work of other students, participate in the day’s events and have a chance to observe music competition during the day.
Parents – Let your parents know about the field trip in the spring the Visual Arts/Fine Arts State Competition. 
 Encourage their help to:
- encourage their own kids to participate for awards in their 
   field of interest
- help to fund group and individual fees for participation
- help in driving a car pool of students (if needed)
Students – Let them know this is their chance to shine with their 
  artistic talents… and to help prepare them for their next level 
  of study, as they look at art work from other students!

	Prepare Your Curriculum
	*Review the Competition categories
   - which ones will you have studied by competition time?
   - which ones do you have artwork from last year, that was never
     entered into competition – and the student is still in school
*Start identifying and setting aside pieces that would do well in 
  competition and encourage the student to consider entering their 
  work.

	Prepare Your Documents
	*Review the guidelines and instructions in this Handbook to insure 
  Registration and Adjudication forms are filled out correctly
  - BE SURE there is one COMPLETED and signed Adjudication form for   each art piece mailed in with the Registration sheet, School Cumulative 
     Form and fee payment…
     AND 
     One COMPLETED and signed Adjudication Form attached to the back     of each 2D artwork and bottom of each 3D artwork when the pieces are 
     mailed.
*Observe Deadlines – Consult the website Event Calendar (under 
  Resources) for the current registration and mail in deadlines.
  Artwork cannot be accepted after the deadline






	Understand the Awards
	Awards Based on Standards
Every entry will be judged against Visual Arts Standards and every entry will receive one of the following categories:
Superior, Excellent, or Good
Merit Awards
Best In Show - will be awarded at each school level – elementary, Jr. High and High School – based on the Judge’s decision
People’s Choice - will be voted on by day-of-show visitors
on the final day of Fine Arts Competition.  One award will be awarded at each school level – Elementary, Jr. High and High School.
Special Competitions – if there is a special competition during the exhibit day, awards will follow the “Standards” awards categories and be awarded Same Day.
State Champion
At the High School level – any media category that has 3 or more entries will also receive First, Second and Third place award.

	Understand the Day
	* Judging takes place the day before Competition
* Awards display is finalized the morning of the exhibit – before noon
* The exhibit opens for viewing and People’s Choice voting 
    at noon.
    Any special competitions and/or demonstrations will be conducted
    during the exhibition hours
* The awards ceremony is at the end of the day
* Art work must be picked up by students and/or instructor after the 
   ceremony.

	Understand the Learning Opportunity
	It is important that administrators, students and families understand that while Visual Arts is not a Performing Art – it is an experiential event.  Students learn best when they can see what other students are doing… as well as be rewarded for what they have achieved.

This day is a unique opportunity for them to see other art as well as hear music and drama experiences that can also inspire them.

The Awards Ceremony allows the student to receive public recognition for their talent – and is part of learning the etiquette for an Awards Ceremony.



