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UIC JAMES COLE 



Nor Cal Umpire-In-
Chief 

James Cole 
530-415-8795 

jcole@inreach.com 
 

District 1 UIC 
Jim Rodondi UIC 
jimrodondi@comcast.net 

Spencer Schulz DUIC 
calling002@aol.com 

District 2 UIC 
TBA 

District 3 UIC 
TBA 

District 4 UIC 
Kevin Hager DUIC 
kevinhager@comcast.net 

District 5 UIC 
James Cole UIC 

District 6 UIC 
James Cole UIC 

District 7 UIC 
Jeff Pratt UIC 
jpratt54@hotmail.com 

District 8 UIC 
James Cole UIC 

District 9 UIC 
Jill Suico UIC 
ladyuic@comcast.net 
Rich Valdix DUIC 
richardvaldix@gmail.com 
 

Youth Development 
George Carrasco 
mdhsmusc@yahoo.com 
 

Uniform Sales 
Ed Wong 
edwardwong_99@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR VERY OWN 
UMPIRE BETH 

CHLOPEK KEEPS ON 
WORKING NO 

MATTER WHAT. 

After moving to Tennessee last year, you just 
can’t keep a great umpire down, no matter 
what personal problems arise. Go to our 
main web site to read the full article on Beth. 
Great job by a great umpire who loves the 
game!! 

mailto:jpratt54@hotmail.com
mailto:ladyuic@comcast.net


 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
George Carrasco has stepped up and will become the new 
Youth Development Program UIC for Nor Cal. He will be 
replacing Stan Angel effective 1 July. I have worked with 
George for many years. He is a great umpire who loves 
training and teaching and will have a real effect on our 
future youth umpires. If you see him on the ball field, 
introduce yourself and never be afraid to ask for help. 

Don’t forget Safe Sport when you register. It (and the Federal Government) 
haven’t forgotten you. If you want to work USA and Nor Cal softball, we 
have to do it. If you need help, my Staff and I will help you get it done.  

2023 NOR CAL CLINICS 
 
Clinics for 2023 are finished. If you 
need a special session or clinic, 
contact your UIC for details. We 
can make it happen. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s tough to manage a fair game if your teams aren’t using current USA Certified Equipment. 
Whose responsibility is it that Certified Equipment is always used? The Coach? The Manager? 
The Parents or the Players? Like it or not, if there is ever an injury, a problem or a protest, 
responsibility always lands on the umpires’ shoulders. As a proponent of knowing all the rules 
and what they say, the reality is it’s never going to happen. What we can know is where the 
information is listed and how to get to it and what can be printed out and kept in our cars for 
immediate access or reference. Anything you need to know about bats, balls, foreign 
substance, protective wraps, warm-up attachments and warm-up bats can be found on the 
USA Softball main Umpire Web Page under Certified Equipment. (See below.) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE JO TOURNAMENTS ARE IN FULL SWING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 IS YOUR CALANDER UP TO DATE???? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    All plays are for USA Softball. What is the correct result of 
    the play and what is your Rule Reference / Justification? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLAY #1: With R1 on first and one out, B3 hits a fly ball to 

center field that’s caught by F8. R1, nearly halfway to 
second, must return to first base. F8’s throw is offline, but 
F3 catches the ball in her glove hand and, while falling 
toward first, tags the base with her throwing hand just 
before R1 slides into first. 
 
 

PLAY #2: In the bottom of the 7th inning with a tie score, 
B2 comes to bat with the winning run (R2) on second 
base. The defensive coach holds a charged conference 
with the pitcher to discuss strategy. On the first pitch, the 
ball gets by the catcher and R2 advances to 3B. The 
defensive coach requests to have another conference at 
the pitcher’s circle. 
 
 

PLAY #3: With R1 on first and one out, B3 hits a ground 
ball sharply to right field. R1 touches second and tries to 
advance to third base. F9 charges the ball, picks it up and 
throws to third base. The throw hits R1 in the back of the 
helmet. The ball ricochets off R1’s helmet and rolls out of 
play. At the time of the throw, B1 had not yet reached 
first base and B1 was between first and second when the 
ball rolled out of play. 
 
 

PLAY #4: Thirty minutes prior to the start of a game, it 
begins raining. As game time approaches, the infield dirt 
and outfield grass are wet. The home team coach and 
base umpire want to cancel the game while the plate 
umpire wants to postpone the game for thirty minutes. 
 

 
PLAY #5: B1, with count of 1-1, is hit on her hands while 
swinging and the ball deflects into fair territory. F1 picks 
up the ball and throws to F3 at first base before time is 
called. 
 

 
PLAY #1:    RULING:  R1 is out. On a force out at a 
base, a fielder possessing the ball just needs to make 
contact with the base to record an out. A runner off 
base must be tagged by the ball or by the fielder’s 
glove with the ball inside of the glove. 
 

JUSTIFICATION:  Rule 8 – 7c 
 
 

PLAY #2:   RULING:  It is legal provided the defensive 
team has remaining defensive conferences. 
 

JUSTIFICATION:  Rule 5 – 7b 
 
 
 
 

PLAY #3:    RULING:  R1 is awarded home and B1 is 
awarded second base. 
 
 

JUSTIFICATION: Rule 8 – 5g Effect 
 
 
 
 

PLAY #4:    RULING:  The game will be postponed 
30 minutes. The plate umpire has sole authority to 
rule on the fitness of the grounds. 
 
JUSTIFICATION:  Rule 5 - 2 
 
 
PLAY #5:    RULING:  It is a dead ball when a pitched 
ball that is swung at hits the batter. The ball is dead as 
soon as it hits the batter and the play at first is 
negated. 
 

JUSTIFICATION:  Rule 7 – 4h 



 

 

PLAY #1: What are the 4 areas that determine if a batter 

swung at a pitched ball or checked their swing? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLAY #2: On a 1-2 pitch, with R1 breaking for second on 
the pitch, B2 swings and nicks the pitch, which goes 
directly to F2’s shoulder pad, pops up in the air and F2 
secures the ball with her glove. 
 
 
 
 

PLAY #3: With the bases loaded with two outs, B6 strikes 

out on a pitch in the dirt. F2 recovers the ball with her 
bare hand. While trying to get her feet set to throw the 
ball to first, steps on home plate moments before 
throwing to first in an effort to retire the batter runner. 
F2’s throw to first is wild and three runs score as B6 
advances to second. 
 
 
 

PLAY #4: R3 is on third with two outs when B4 hits a 

ground ball to F6. F6’s throw skips past F3 and R3 scores. 
B4 misses first base and makes second safely. While 
running the ball back in, F3 inadvertently steps on first 
base. 
 
 
 

 
PLAY #5: With R1 on first and no outs, B2 hits a fly ball 

down the right-field line. R1, believing the ball will be 
caught retreats toward first base. B2, believing the ball 
will land and thinking a double is an option, sprints out of 
the box toward first. The ball ultimately drops in front of 
F9. B2 rounds first and sees R1 trying to stop and reverse 
direction to now head toward second. B2 ends up having 
her front foot and torso beyond R1 but has her back leg 
still behind R1. The base umpire rules B2 out for passing 
R1. 

 
PLAY #1:    RULING:   

 
 

JUSTIFICATION:  Rule  
 
 
 
 

PLAY #2:   RULING:   

 
 

JUSTIFICATION:  Rule  

 
 
 
 

PLAY #3:    RULING:   
 
 

JUSTIFICATION: Rule  
 
 
 
 

 
 
PLAY #4:    RULING:   
 
 
JUSTIFICATION:  Rule  
 
 
 
 
PLAY #5:    RULING:   

 
 

JUSTIFICATION:  Rule  


