B.C BASEBALL ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

MINUTES – June 02, 2015
ATTENDANCE:  M. Sarai., G. Butler, B. Davis, J. Braaten, 
R. Wearing, , G. Rimer, M. Kelly, T. Mabone, D. Barry, P. Weatherill, F. Campbell, S. Drysdale, T. Katelnikoff, J. Wright, B. Astorino, B. Astorino
CONFERENCE CALL:  
ABSENT:   V. Greenwood, A. Hayes
GUEST:  None
CALL TO ORDER –6:00 P.M.
OPENING REMARKS:

          Thanks to all for reports

           Received Vancouver Canadian’s tickets
ADDITIONS:  
         MOTION: S. Drysdale / J. Wright

                  Change from $150 + 1 dozen baseballs to $200 + 1 dozen for 
                  Qualifiers.

                  M/S/C

           
MOTION:  P. Weatherill / G. Butler
        To accept May minutes as recorded and distributed.
        M/S/C
CORRESPONDENCE:
League Registrations – Outstanding Associations are:
South Burnaby. Lake Cowichan, Sicamous, Sunshine Coast
BUSINESS ARISING:

a) BC Umpires
Copy of contract
John Main – same fees – will go up in 2016

New fees + allocator noted


Hosting site and director should be given a copy

Thanks to the BCBUA for their efforts in negotiations

b) Qualifier Tournament Hosts

18U – host TBA
15U AAA – Ladner and Tsawwassen to host

15U AA – ½ of teams in Valley of Champions which was preliminary Qualifier date – will advance one (1) week

Island and Interior meetings still to happen

MOTION:  S. Drysdale / P. Weatherill
Motion invoking Article 20 due to the realignment of BC Baseball’s summer program, we move the declaration date for 13U AA/AAA, 15U AA and 18U AA of June 5th and roster submission of June 24th.
M/S/C

c) Handout for Team BC

September tournaments
Because we are not meeting in August we will need content and   detail for the 15U and 18U groups – need for July meeting


Hosting sites – size

Teams be handed travel package


Many details in place


Handout to go to Chefs

d) NCCP – update on delivery
Mike K – NCCP many emails regarding certification

Requires number on case by case basis – with review of all


Need paper trails from coaches on coach certification processes

Will provide a general report to Baseball Canada of coach certification issues
REPORTS:


President – Mike Sarai
I’m pleased to report the ball season continues to flourish throughout our member communities. Having gotten out to several parks and tournaments most all are pleased with the state of the sport under the administration of their local association and ours. I would like to thank Aldergrove Minor Baseball for doing an incredible job hosting our 16 team “John Main 13U Classic” event. I also attended White Rock’s “Fun Day” which was very well run.

The Spring Season will be coming to an end soon with the Summer All-Star Season approaching. Our divisional and Regional directors are working on details to ensure all association teams are prepared as best as possible for the Season. 

Our final registration numbers are in and B.C. Baseball has an increase this year of 850 players from last year’s total number of participants. Our total 2015 registration is 14,923. 

The “Core Values Project” is moving forward very well. I was on a teleconference call with Brenda Astorino and Dave Barry. We are pleased to be moving forward on this piece with now expanding this directive to include executive leaders from our associations over the next month.  

We have received Baseball B.C.’s April board meeting minutes. Their A.G.M. is June 15. Association Presidents may contact me if they would like to discuss on detail.

I attended Wayne Bampton’s memorial service along with several directors. Our condolences go out to the Bampton family. Wayne will be dearly missed.

1st Vice President – Stuart Drysdale


No Report

2nd Vice President – John Braaten


No Report

Treasurer – Anne Hayes



Baseball BC – dollars received


Associations not in good standing:




Vancouver Community – President to look after




Chilliwack – Jr. Men’s and 18U AAA single season




SOMBA – new cheque in mail




Powell River – in mail




Terrace – in mail




North Shuswap – still look for dollars – Janice will contact


MOTION:  D. Barry / F. Campbell


Motion to accept treasurer’s report as distributed.



M/S/C 
Secretary – Val Greenwood



No Report
North – Brenda Astorino

Baseball is alive and thriving in Prince George with a record number of registrations this year, ending at 434 registered players. That is up 75 players, or 20% over last year. 

With these high numbers comes the challenge of finding time for all of the games and practices on the fields that we currently have. Terrace Baseball contacted us to see about hosting a house tournament that their 2 Bantam and 1 Midget team could play in and we have been challenged to find the fields and umpires to host it.

Charles Law of NCCP coaching clinics held all 5 modules of the NCCP coaching designations in Prince George on May 23-25th. We had a great turn out with anywhere from 8 – 14 coaches in each session.

Quesnel Minor Baseball has approached Prince George Youth Baseball to look for some games as they currently only have one Bantam team and one Midget team. We have extended an open invite to come and play but have not heard back since the invitation went out last month.

That is the North in a nutshell!

Interior – Tom Katelnikoff / Janice Wright
Over the last month the interior associations have been busy playing an interlocking schedule and hosting a lot of tournaments at the different levels. We have had several coast associations send teams up to participate in interior tournaments. This includes teams from Vancouver and White Rock. This coming Saturday, June 6th, we will be hosting the interior summer All-Star meeting in Vernon at Alexander’s Pub. The details are on the website. We hope to have the declarations for summer All-Star teams in at that meeting. We will also appoint zone hosts at that meeting.

Island – Fraser Campbell – Eric Toneff

Mergers on horizon – mid Island
Web Site – John Braaten – Tom Katelnikoff
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Here is the updated numbers for our website views and visits from January 1st to May 31st. In Summary, we have had over 91’000 visits to our page this year with the average person viewing 4 different pages and spending an average of 3 minutes. Most of this would be updating scores and checking standings.
Facebook and Twitter:

Facebook has surpassed 200 likes and continues to grow faster as we are exposed to more people. On the Twitter page we have now over 100 followers. This will primarily be used to get information out. 

DIVISION REPORTS:

Junior – Brian Davis



Still looking for Provincial host

18U – Grant Rimer/John Braaten



AAA: Grant



Season going well – working with a number of coaches




Wildcard – July 17, 18, 19





Seven (7) teams for two (2) spots 





Host TBA





BCBUA to look after




Ten (10) team Provincial in Nanaimo




Midget Elite in Blaze tournament





No practices with players prior to tournament





Coaches hampering allowing players to practice





Lots of work to be done in program





Kids are all in – but are coaches willing to support



AA:  John
Co-Hosted Lower Mainland Summer Meeting at Cloverdale Fieldhouse with 15U A and 15U AA on May, 2015. 

Meeting went well and had representation from 10 Lower Mainland Associations. Requested Associations provide team declaration and field scheduling information by Friday, June 5, 2015. This request was made to accommodate the scheduling advancement to start Thursday, June 25th at the earliest. This is pursuant to Rule 6.03 when usually June 15th of each year.

We discussed the coaching credentials needed for this level of play and NCCP clinic information was provided to all attendees and Presidents of Lower Mainland Associations who did not have representation. 

We reviewed the proposed the Zone Qualifiers that will lead to a Qualifier Tournament July 8-10 with the winner representing BC at the 18U Summer Knights XI tournament July 17-19 in Federal Way Washington.

We reviewed various 18U AA specific questions regarding game play and such. BC Baseball website navigation for document information for scheduling, rosters, etc. were also provided.

Minutes were forwarded to attendees, Lower Mainland Association Presidents, and BC Baseball Regional Directors for their upcoming meetings as reference.

Meeting was positive despite changes for the Summer All-Star seasons in 2015 and Associations are ready for game play!

15U – Mike Kelly/Pat Weatherill/Tracy Mabone


A-AAA – concerns about coach suspensions


AAA: Mike



Sixteen (16) teams


AA:  Pat




Looking at 14 – 15 teams for summer



Have to deal with Girls AA application




Merger requests – Division approvals within

Summer meeting, in conjunction with Bantam A, Midget AA was held in Cloverdale May 27th.

Thank you to Cloverdale for hosting, as well as Grant Rimer and Mike Kelly for attending.

We have asked associations to declare for Bantam AA and Midget AA by June 5th in order to start the Summer season by June 25th.

Scheduling will be an issue with the qualifier in Bantam AA, as it is the same weekend as the VOC.

David Barry is looking after the scheduling.


A: Tracy




No Report

13U – Orville Germaine/Dave Berry



AAA – Orville



Eleven (11) teams




No wildcard tournament




Working on Provincial host as two (2) AAA teams in Victoria

John Main went well in Aldergrove – Vancouver Minor over Burnaby Minor in finals

11U – Grant Butler/Ray Wearing/Eric Toneff

Summer forms, instructions and packages as done by Grant for rosters – also on website
Provincial Directors set

Grass Roots – Grant Butler – Tom Katelnikoff



Numbers around 3,100 in Province

Rally Cap / Grand Slam - Grant Butler


No Report
COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Eligibility – Pat Weatherill

Spring Releases increased since the last meeting by about 18, due to lost, late, or forgot, for total near 140.

Try out releases for Summer are heating up, around 20 requests to date, the difficulty is that some associations have no idea whether they are fielding teams. Try out requests have been on speculation of no team in there association.  Must have due diligence for all releases.
Most questions are on player's being eligible to play at levels other than what was played in Spring.
To be discussed at upcoming Island and Interior meetings

MOTION:  S. Drysdale / P. Weatherill

Motion evoking Article 20 due to realignment of BC Baseball’s summer program we move that the deadline of Sumer A;-Star baseball release date for 13U AA/AAA, 15U AA and 18U AA to June 24.

M/S/C

Umpire Liaison – Stuart Drysdale / Pat Weatherill



No Report

Rules – Stuart Drysdale



Stuart to circulate for Summer

Discipline – Stuart Drysdale



Stuart:




Lots of ejections at 11U, 13U and 15U A





Mostly questioning, arguing and comments





No repeat offenders



Grant Butler:




Randy Downes Discipline ruling




Grant read ruling to board




Randy Downes Appeal Review ruling




John read appeal ruling to board

Challenger – Grant Butler


Burnaby hosting Jamboree
Cameron Bancroft, Tsawwassen and Dan Williams from Mission to attend annual golf tournament


PR / MARKETING



Mike S. spoke to Rob Fai about continuing radio segments

Island and Interior to be included and promoted through Mike for interviews
High Performance – Mike Kelly / Grant Butler / Grant Rimer / Orville Germaine


See above

Coaching Development – Mike Kelly



No Report

Girls – Val Greenwood



No Report 
NEW BUSINESS:

1)  Summer All-Star Division Reports
Covered in previous meetings

2) Chef de Mission assignments – Out of Province 
13U AA /AAA – David Barry – Orville Germaine

15U AA – Pat Weatherill

15U AAA – runner up – open

15U AAA – Orville Germaine

18U AA – John Braaten

18U AAA – Grant Butler
3) Coaching ejections
a) 1 + 1 rule – coaches not keen on this

b) Hearing specific concerns out of Nanaimo

c) Moving forward should we table to September workshops?

d) Recruiting

e) Can we incorporate in grass roots?

f) UIC regional meetings?
4) Status of Prep Teams
Victoria faced with Mariners possibly having a prep team
Letter from Lisa Reid


Orville read two (2) emails received from family and replies to them


Orville read letter from Lisa Reid

Girls 21U to play 15U AA

Discussion regarding this motion (May meeting)


6 for – 7 opposed -   Motion defeated

5) Next Board Meeting

July 4, 2015 – Sandman Inn – Langley – 8:30 am 

MOTION TO ADJOURN:  9:14 PM – D. Barry / G. Butler – M/S/C
