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Celebrate Summer Solstice with Jazz Fest at the WCC
Saturday 22 June 2019 from 6:00 - 10:00 pm

Hey Paddlers! Come spend the longest day of the year (well almost) at the hippest place in DC (no bias
here) listening to the brassy sounds and groovy beats of Jazz Fest. Live music to feature MIDNIGHT
SWIM (WCC member Tom Toles' band) and The Island Guy performing Caribbean jazz on steel drums.  
 
Help raise funds for the boathouse restoration and expand our paddling community by introducing
prospective new members to the WCC. Tickets are just $50 for adults and $25 for kids aged 12-2 and
include solstice-inspired foods along with beer, wine, and non-alcoholic beverages. And, specialty
cocktails in a commemorative cup will be available for an additional boathouse donation. Tickets can
be purchased online at washingtoncanoeclub.org/jazzfest.
 
How can you help? Three ways: 1) Purchase tickets, 2) Invite your friends and friend groups, and 3)
Sign up to be a volunteer (everyone's doing it).
 
Help is still needed with registration, food prep, set-up + decorations, safety monitoring, and clean-
up. We are also looking for contributed items or experiences for a silent auction and/or raffle. Email
Catherine to volunteer time or Jay to contribute to the auction. 
 
Thank you TEAM WCC! We're looking forward to seeing you and your fabulous guests at this year's
WCC Summer Solstice Jazz Fest.

Try the Mile Rock Challenge! Next Date - July 7th

Come one come all: SUPs, kayaks, and canoes, newbies and veterans, young and old, recreationist
and racer.
 
Over the upcoming summer months, the WCC's Mile Rock Challenge will take place on the first Sunday
of each month. The next one is July 7th. There is a mandatory scratch meeting at 10am, so race
organizers know who is there and we can begin to seat the groups. The first group goes off at 10:30am,
and the remaining groups will follow soon after with the fastest boats and paddlers going last. The MRC
is a fun race to do with kids, friends, and family, and it provides a great introduction to racing.
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We plan to start the crafts in stages (groups) based on slowest to fastest speed - NOT necessarily by
boat type, age, or gender, but by relative boat speed. The goal…in theory… is for all the craft to FINISH
the race at, or nearly at, the same time. If we gauge the speeds correctly; everyone has a chance to win.
Fun, right?

Ever wonder how many SUPs the WCC has, where they're located or
which ones you should ride? 

We have this information and more on a new page on our website
dedicated to Stand Up Paddling at the WCC. You can find it by clicking
on the “members only” tab on the website or you can go straight to it by
clicking here
 
Please check it out and if you have any comments or questions about
anything SUP or what you see on the new page, don’t hesitate to contact
Kathy Summers
 
We would also like to give a huge shout out and thank you to member
Trisha Riggs, for donating her Surftech Blacktip soft top SUP; you can
find a photo of it along with all the other club SUPs, posted on the WCC
website. 
 
Essential reminders about using SUPs:

Only use SUPs that are marked, “Property of the WCC”. Everything else is privately-owned.
Only use SUP Paddles located in the holders on the upriver outside club wall; all other SUP
paddles are privately-owned. 
Please put the SUPs away as soon as you are finished with them so that other members know
they are available for use and to protect them from the sun. 
Please do not ever leave the SUPs hanging over the river side of the dock. That blocks access
to the dock for people on the river who are returning to the WCC.  You may think you are only
taking up a little space, but the reality is that different sections of the dock have
characteristics   that affect the landing of different types of boats, so please move the SUP as
soon as you are done paddling.
Anyone on an SUP is required by law to have a PFD. You can strap it on the deck of the SUP, but
we highly recommend that beginners wear their life jackets!
Privately owned paddles have been stolen recently, so we recommend you either take your
paddles home or use a locking system for your equipment.

A Note on Recycling at the WCC

The club has two trash dumpsters in the chain link corral just
outside our main gate. One of these is for recyclables only; the
other is for general trash. It is essential to use each dumpster for its
intended type of refuse. This is important for two reasons: First, it is
merely the right thing to do. Separating recyclables makes the
whole recycling supply chain more efficient, and it promotes
recycling of appropriate materials. Second, it saves us (the WCC)
money. Segregating recyclables, according to their designated
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dumpster has cut the cost of trash hauling by more than half of what
we used to pay when we just had one big dumpster for everything.
But we have to do our part to make it work.
 
We recently received an email from Waste Management (the
company that empties and hauls our dumpster trash), that reads as
follows:
 
"Dear Valued Customer,
In the Greater Washington, DC area, we are identifying high levels
of contamination in recycling containers. Contamination is trash
found in recycling and can affect the quality of recyclables. This is

coming at a time when the requirements for quality are increasing. When non-recyclable items end up
in recycling loads, they have the potential to turn the entire load into trash. Contaminated loads
increase processing costs, which can result in contamination charges to the customer."
 
So, there are two things that members should do (and are expected to do) in support of this effort. First,
when you put anything in one of our several trash cans, please be sure that you use the properly
labeled container. Roughly half of our trash cans are marked recyclables only; the others are for
general trash. And second, when you empty any of these trash cans into one of the dumpsters, please
be sure that you use the correct dumpster. One dumpster is marked "recyclables only"; the other is for
everything else.
 
Thanks to all for helping the environment, and the Canoe Club but paying attention to proper trash
disposal.”

Yes, I did the Clinton!
By Stephen Weiss

"So, we can count on you for the
Clinton this year right?" Blaise
asks me in his casual and
calculating manner one day in the
boat bay. I say, “Yes. Why, of
course, I'm in." But feeling a pang
of dread, I ask myself, “what have
I signed myself up for?" 
 
What is this Clinton? For the
uninitiated, the General Clinton
Canoe Regatta is the world’s
longest single day flat water
Canoe Race. The big show for the

club is the 30 mile Grand Prix Relay stock aluminum canoe race held on Sunday (the pros and super



amateurs take to the water on Monday for the 70 miler!). Hidden in the woods behind the parking lot of
the Super 8 Motel (aka WCC Headquarters) in Oneonta, NY is the put-in start on the Susquehanna
River. When I walked through the woods to view the river, my heart sank. The river was high and
moving fast. Really fast.
 
I was alone in this thought because veteran members were thrilled with joy. Their finely tuned river
navigation skills were ready for display. WCC brought their prized fleet of 18.5-foot AlumaCraft Canoes
and entered nine teams. There are a total of 5 legs to the course: 3.0, 9.0, 8.75, 4.25, and 4.25 miles in
length. I was on leg number two, a nine-mile "sprint." After a carbo load breakfast at Denny's (which is
100 feet from the start line), I was worried sick: "who is going to drive my team to the start of my leg, who
is going to pick me up from my take-out exchange." All of a sudden, my teammate Jay G. was in my face
yelling, "Stop it, WCC is a family. Everyone will take care of each other. Relax." And then I understood.
Teamwork is why WCC places so many boats in the coveted top 10 each year. 
 
I had heard the start was only for the bold, and this year did not disappoint. With fast water, paddlers
were holding on to tree branches, rocks, and each other waiting for the start. When the start call finally
went out (which no one really heard) the craziness surpassed my expectations. Kelly and Martin in their
prime take-off location were shot out of a cannon, followed quickly by Gavin and Kathleen. For the rest,
it was every paddling team for themselves. The Juniors bashed into Kyle and Lisa R., who themselves
careened into Becca and Will. Others desperately tried to find an open space to navigate. One unlucky
(non-WCC) canoe went off course after the first bridge, and one of the paddlers got clocked by a tree
branch.

After each leg, teams pulled canoes into race exchange locations where they either jumped out into the
water or were yanked out of boats by pit stop teammates. Many were wide-eyed with surprise when
they stepped out into unsuspecting deep water only to plant their feet into shoe sucking river mud. The
boats were then lifted overhead and dumped (Jim R. personally dumped 40+ boats), fresh paddlers
jumped into seats, and off they went. WCC boats flipped too; that is part of racing. The weather was
spectacular this year, reaching 80 degrees and even though you could not avoid being in the cold
water, you were happier than Nitro to be taking a dunk over and over again at exchange points. 
 
The race finish line is sited right next to the ongoing Bainbridge County fair. The Awards ceremony is in
the big top beer garden tent. The awards announcer was thrilled to have WCC in such strong force
again at this year's regatta, as well as to have more than 30 canoes at the starting line. WCC took 5 of
the top ten places including a first and second place. Trophies and medals and precious 4-packs of
local craft beer were given as race finish prizes. When the announcer suggested the WCC Juniors
should receive beer for their fantastic finish, a roar went up from the crowd!
 
More than 65 WCC members traded off shifts of varying distance in this year's relay, a record. WCC
dedicates this race to Mitchell Madruga, a long-time WCC member who tragically passed away while
training for the Clinton. 
 
Take it from me. There is no question that your lifetime WCC experience is incomplete without a Clinton.



WCC History - the Three Mile Swim Race

Always eager for new opportunities to compete, the WCC in 1911 initiated a challenging 3-mile swim
race from Chain Bridge to Key Bridge. WCC swimmers won the first several races. As interest grew and
teams came from as far away as Baltimore and New York, WCC petitioned President Calvin Coolidge in
1925 to sponsor the race, and he agreed, granting his “permission to place in competition the
President’s Cup as a trophy for the swimming competition on the Potomac River.” Swimming’s national
governing body, the AAU, designated the event as the national championship and this is generally
considered the first sanctioned long-distance swim race in the US. 
 
The race remained under the auspices of the WCC for several decades, but as other events were
added to the President’s Cup Regatta (paddling, rowing, diving, sailing, and powerboat racing), a
“President’s Cup Regatta Association” was created in 1934 to coordinate what had become a large
scale series of competitions.  
The Potomac at and below Chain Bridge is unusually swift, with strong currents and undertows (the
Guinness Book of World Records at one time recognized this section for its velocity) and the racers who
took it on were described in a contemporary account as “dare-devils.” The race was usually held in
August, during the low-water period on the Potomac, making it somewhat safer, but in 1930, the venue
was changed to a triangular course (in front of the WCC) for safety reasons. By 1948, the swim
competition was moved to a pool due to the high pollution levels in the river.
 
The President’s Cup remained a prominent annual festival for DC into the 1950s and 60s and
continued to enjoy presidential blessing. However, hydro-plane races (held below Memorial Bridge on
the Potomac) became the main attraction; paddling and other non-motorized events were phased out in
the 1960s.



WANTED: WCC Club Coordinator

Job Opening: WCC Club Coordinator
The Washington Canoe Club (WCC) is looking for a part-time Club Coordinator to assist with general
club and volunteer coordination efforts. This is a paid position.
GOAL: Increase volume of and track volunteer participation
 
ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS
 

Responsible for following up with responsible board member on action items/task list from
monthly board meetings
Assist in the preparation for and conduct of annual meetings, semi-annual meetings and special
events
Maintain club inventory of promotional giveaway items/swag
Such other tasks and activities as are from time to time agreed to by the Coordinator with the
Primary or Secondary Contact

 
For more details on the position, visit the website here.

Don't forget to grab a Tee or a buff!

WCC Buff (NEW Item)

Want some swag that also supports the Club's restoration efforts? (Hint:
the answer is YES, YOU DO!) Buy a buff head-wear and show your
WCC pride! All proceeds to go the Club's restoration profits. $10 each.
Contact Lisa to reserve yours. Only Paypal and cash accepted.
 
What is a buff?, you may ask - Its a head-wear/head-scarf which can be
used as a Bandana, Balaclava, around the neck, over your head folded
or single layer to keep your hair away, keep you warm/cool..etc. Yeah,
you need one! #wccinbuff
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