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Tryout Info 
By CAA Diamond Sports 07/29/2024, 11:00am CDT 
It’s hard to believe but next season's tryouts are right around the corner for Spring/Summer 2025 baseball and travel softball! This is for travel/tournament teams ONLY.  All other teams will be formed next spring (i.e. recreational & community teams, coach pitch, softball 8U and K/1/2).
Baseball 
Tryout dates: Aug 9th-11th for ages 9 and up tournament teams.
Registration for the 9-14 year old 2025 tournament/metro teams is now open!  This registration is only for players interested in playing travel baseball. If you are unsure of what baseball program is appropriate for your family and your level of interest (particularly for new parents in the 9-year-old age group), you can reach out to Kim Flottmeier (Director of Baseball Tournament Teams 9-11U; caa9u11utravelbaseball@gmail.com) or Pat Kasid (Player Agent 9-11U; kasid4@gmail.com).
Link to Registration Page
Coach Registration is also open at the link above.  There will be Coach Interviews for the Metro/Travel teams on Aug 19th and 21st.
Tryout Times by age group are below:
	Friday, 8/9
	 

	5:00 - 6:45pm
	11U

	6:45 - 8:45pm
	12U

	 
	 

	Saturday, 8/10
	 

	9:00 - 11:00am
	9U

	11:00 - 1:00pm
	10U

	1:00 - 2:30pm
	12U

	2:30 - 4:30pm
	14U

	4:30 - 7:00pm
	13U

	 
	 

	Sunday, 8/11
	 

	9:00 - 10:45am
	10U

	10:45 - 12:30pm
	11U

	12:30 - 2:45pm
	13U

	2:45 - 4:30pm
	14U


 
Softball
Parent Information Meeting: Tentative Oct 1st
Tryout dates: Oct 5th-6th  for 10U & 12U travel teams.
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End of Season Jamboree 
By CAA Baseball 07/29/2024, 10:45am CDT 
Our End of Year Jamboree for the 5-8 year olds held the same hiccups our entire season had. Unfortunately, rain kept us out of the softball stadium and we had to make some last minute changes to the schedule. With that said, our families, coaches, and players easily pivoted and we were still able to host everyone’s games. 
All 20 teams between our Rookies and Minors were able to play three games each at the Chanhassen Rec Center. It was a great day of baseball.  All 6 fields had games going all day long.  We had our older players out to umpire the Minors’ games.  It was great to see the community come together and play ball. There were smiles all around throughout the day. Thanks to the parents, coaches, and volunteers that made the day possible and so enjoyable for the players!
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Volunteer Update 
By CAA Diamond Sports 07/29/2024, 10:00am CDT 
As we wrap up the 2024 season, CAA would like to extend a HUGE thank you to all the parents, relatives, and friends who volunteered this season.  Whether you coached or managed a team, helped with uniforms, worked on our fields, ran concessions, or helped in any other number of ways, we THANK YOU.  We truly could not run this program without you.  
 
And with that...it's a new volunteer season!  Any volunteer hours from 8/1/24 - 7/31/25 will count toward next season's volunteer requirement (with the exception of the baseball equipment return shifts already posted in August - those will still apply to 2024.)  Now is a great time to plan ahead for when you'll fulfill your 8 credit hour requirement.  Check out the Volunteer Corner on our website (under Baseball and Softball) to refresh your understanding of our policy and read our FAQ.  You can also check out the Volunteer Season At-A-Glance tab, which will be updated soon for the 24-25 season, to get an idea of when our volunteer opportunities will be available so you can get them on the calendar now.  
 
Please know that in the coming months, as we do every off-season, we will be reviewing the current volunteer program requirements to ensure that it meets the changing needs of our organization.  We look at the number of families we have, the number of teams, the number of coaches, and the number of tournaments we will need to host to keep the costs down for ALL of our families, and we balance all of that to ensure our volunteer program is fair and allows us to meet the goals of our organization.  There is no one-size-fits-all standard for community athletic association volunteer programs!  At this point we do not anticipate a change to the 8 credit hour per family requirement, but if any changes do arise, we will notify you as soon as we can.
[image: A yellow ball on a dirt field

Description automatically generated]
Softball Updates 
By CAA Softball 07/29/2024, 9:45am CDT 
·  Growing the Program – this season we had more girls 10-and-under playing softball for CAA than EVER before with more than a 30% increase in participation from last year!  We’re looking forward to breaking that record in 2025!
·  Raising the Bar -- as the program continues to grow, we were excited to compete at the MN Softball “A” level for the first time in program history in 2024!  The 10U and 12U Blue teams more than held their own against some of the best competition in the state, both finishing the season with winning records on the season.    
·  Stadium Series – new this year, 10U and 12U teams (those that weren’t rained out) had the opportunity to host a Big West League game at one of the premier facilities in the state -- the Chanhassen H.S. Softball Stadium!  Special thanks to the Dugout Club and all the other volunteers that helped prep the field and make this memorable Stadium Series possible!
We’ve seen great growth in our K/1/2 and 8U programs and are looking for 1-2 volunteers to help these programs continue to thrive in 2025.  Anyone interested in helping out should reach out to Brett Sween at CAA.VP.Softball@gmail.com to learn more about the opportunity. 
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Board Minute 
By CAA Diamond Sports 07/29/2024, 9:30am CDT 
Board Member Spotlight - Nate Hanson (Player Agent ages 12+)
Nate joined the board in October of 2023 as the Player Agent for ages 12+.  Nate grew up in Eden Prairie and played baseball for the EP baseball association, EP Legion, and EP High School.  He played for 3 years at the University of Minnesota and 10 years in professional baseball. Along with his extensive playing career, he gave private lessons and ran camps for 10 years for kids ages 5 years old to college age players.
Player Agents job duties are:
1)        Supervise/plan the tryout process and logistics
2)        Determine best alignment of players and teams for best player success and retention
3)        Review tryout data and team selection with the age group director
Nate says “It's about the kids and creating the best developmental environment for them. When you create a culture where development of the kids is #1 and the environment is fun, coaches will get the best out of the kids. When a kid gets into the car after a practice, they should be able to tell their parents that they had fun! There are many ways to make practice fun while teaching the fundamentals of baseball.”
In his 10 months on the board, Nate has already helped to implement some changes to the baseball tryout process and will continue to use his experience and expertise to bring new ideas and a fresh set of eyes to the tryouts and team formation process.  We are so grateful to have you on the CAA Diamond Sports board Nate!
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5th Annual Golf Fundraiser 
By CAA Diamond Sports 07/29/2024, 9:00am CDT 
Please join us Monday, Sept 23rd for our 5th Annual Golf Fundraiser at Deer Run!  This is the ONLY fundraiser we do for CAA Diamond sports.  All proceeds will go towards upgraded dugouts at Lake Ann, equipment sheds at the fields, equipment upgrades, and also will help provide any scholarships for families that need assistance.  
We encourage the newer CAA families to register and meet other families in our CAA Diamond Sports community, and/or bring your friends and family.  It's a fun event and there's no better way to ease into the week than playing an 18 hole scramble! 
11:00am - Check in, Lunch and Range
1:00pm - Shotgun start
~6:00pm - Dinner and Awards
Click this LINK to register yourself or a foursome.   Don't have a foursome?  Don't want to gather a foursome but still want to golf?  Register yourself and we will take care of the rest! $160 for each player which will include Lunch, Range Balls, Happy Hour, Dinner, and 18 holes at Deer Run (voted #1 tournament golf course by Tee Times Press)
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Dates to Remember 
By CAA Diamond Sports 07/29/2024, 8:00am CDT 
Baseball
· Aug 4th – Registration closes for Baseball Tryouts
· Aug 9th-11th Baseball Tryouts at Lake Ann Park
· Aug 19th & 21st – Coach Interviews for Metro/Travel teams
· Sept 23rd - Golf Tournament Fundraiser @ Deer Run
· Oct 13th - Annual Board Meeting
Softball
· July 31st – Registration closes for Fall ball
· Aug 10th – Tentative Start to Fall-ball practice
· Aug 24th – Fall Softball games begin
· Sept 23rd - Golf Tournament Fundraiser @ Deer Run
· Oct 1st – Tentative date for Parent Meeting
· Oct 5th-6th – 2025 Softball Tryouts
· Oct 13th - Annual Board Meeting
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