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As we approach tryout season, we want to share how Compuware approaches the evaluation process 

and why it matters for player development. 

Across youth hockey today, it has become common for roster spots to be discussed or decided months 

before official tryouts take place. While that has become part of the landscape, it can create pressure 

for players and families to make decisions in the middle of a season when the focus should really be on 

development, improvement, and enjoying the team they are currently part of. 

The best development decisions are rarely made in the middle of a season. 

Players often change more between December and tryouts than people realize. Young athletes grow, 

mature physically, gain confidence, and continue improving throughout the year. In fact, some of the 

biggest development jumps for players happen late in the season as they gain experience and 

confidence. 

Families should not feel rushed into decisions during the season. The most important thing for young 

players is continuing to develop, compete, and finish the year strong with their current team. 

It’s also important to remember that not making a team can be part of a healthy development path. 

Many players grow the most when they are challenged, when they earn new opportunities, and when 

they find the environment where they can play meaningful minutes, build confidence, and continue 

progressing. 

At Compuware, we believe in a true tryout process. We believe players should have the opportunity to 

compete, demonstrate their development, and earn their place through a fair evaluation. That approach 

has long been part of our culture and will continue to guide how we operate moving forward. 
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