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REENSBORO — Eddie Bridges dedicated his life to the outdoors, wildlife and

land conservation. He helped raise millions of dollars for those causes and for

his university, Elon.

Wildlife conservationist Eddie Bridges at his son’s hunting lodge in November 2015.

Andrew Krech, News & Record
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But that work was about the people, too.

“It’s about the thousands of people who are members of my foundation and other

interested folk who have embraced my cause,” Bridges told the News & Record’s Jeff

Mills in 2019. “It’s about the 1 million men, women and children who hunt and fish in

North Carolina, people who have generated $2.3 billion a year for our state’s economy.

No other sport has done that.”

Bridges, a Greensboro resident whose work earned him places in the Guilford County

Sports Hall of Fame and the North Carolina Sports Hall of Fame, died Tuesday at age

87.

Bridges, who grew up near Morganton and is a 1957 graduate of Elon, pitched the idea

to the state Wildlife Resources Commission that selling lifetime hunting and fishing

licenses would help provide for the enforcement of hunting regulations and for habitat

Wildlife conservationist Eddie Bridges at the Guilford County prison farm in November 2015. Bridges’ work
earned him places in the Guilford County Sports Hall of Fame and the North Carolina Sports Hall of Fame.

Andrew Krech,News & Record
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for animals.

In 1992 he founded the nonprofit North Carolina Wildlife Habitat Foundation, an

organization that has helped preserve land, fund studies and even restore an old barn

that became the Frank A. Sharpe Jr. Wildlife Education Center at Greensboro’s Bur-

Mil Park.

Two years ago, Bridges estimated that he had raised more than $200 million for

endowments for nonprofits, state programs and Elon.

“If I go to a deer stand or a duck blind and stay there all day and don’t shoot my gun,

it’s worth it,” Bridges told the News & Record’s Richard M. Barron in 2015. “Nobody

sees it but me and the Lord. It’s private.

“I have turkeys walk past me, bobcats, bears. It bothers me that mankind is destroying

all that.”

The honors that came his way included being selected as the state’s conservationist of

the year in 1993, the national conservationist of the year in 2004 and the Field &

Stream Conservation Hero of the Year in 2012.

“It’s also crucial to keep kids interested,” he told Field & Stream in 2012. “I’ve been

hunting and fishing since I was 6 years old, and I’m still kind of addicted to it. ... I just

turned 79, I don’t wear glasses and I don’t need a walker or false teeth, so I think it’s

done me some good.”

Bridges was chosen for the state sports hall in 2019, and the former college football

and baseball player who found fame in the outdoors was inducted with a class that

included former N.C. A&T football coach Rod Broadway, former ACC commissioner

Gene Corrigan, the PGA Tour’s Davis Love and NASCAR’s Dale Earnhardt Jr.

That’s good company.
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“It’s something I never expected to be part of my life’s journey,” he said in 2019. “I’ve

gotten a lot of awards from a lot of places over the years, a lot of publicity. But going

into the North Carolina Sports Hall of Fame is about a lot more than Eddie Bridges.”

Bridges won admiration from those he touched. Among them:

NASCAR’s Richard Childress, in 2015: “I’ve watched him with what he’s done and use

him as a role model for the great outdoors, not only for me but for many, many

people.”

The artist Bob Timberlake, in 2015: “I try to emulate him all the time. I’ve never seen

him upset or tired of talking to someone or go hide in a corner. I feed off his energy

and excitement. Everybody around him does.”

And News & Record editorial page editor Allen Johnson, in a 2018 column about his

heroes: “At a very youngish 85, the executive director of the N.C. Wildlife Habitat

Foundation will outhustle people half his age. He also is an alchemist of sorts ... every

cause he touches seems to turn to gold, including a recent funding drive to build oyster

reefs in the polluted New River in Onslow County. I still think his idea to mint

commemorative coins to benefit the International Civil Rights Center & Museum was

brilliant; too bad it bogged down in red tape and politics.”

He leaves behind a large legacy, one that will be long-lasting, for sure. His truck is

emblazoned with not only Wildlife Habitat Foundation branding but a sign reading,

“Don’t Let the Dream Die.” Upon being selected by the News & Record for its

inaugural 7 Over Seventy Awards in August 2020, he explained what his life had given

him.

“Divine order has taken care of a lot of stuff for me,” he said. “The Lord has blessed me

in a multitude of ways. Lots of great things have happened to me, including the North

Carolina Sports Hall of Fame. I feel really honored and grateful, and to be 87 years old

and still get those nice blessings is pretty remarkable.”

Eddie Wooten is sports editor of the Winston-Salem Journal and the News & Record in Greensboro.
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Have something to say? Email Eddie at eddie.wooten@greensboro.com or ewooten@wsjournal.com. Follow
him on Twitter at @EddieWootenNR.

Click here to learn more about subscribing to the Journal, and click here to sign up for the Journal’s
newsletters.

Click here to learn about subscribing to the News & Record, and click here to sign up for the News &
Record’s newsletters.
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