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	BC BASEBALL ASSOCIATION
British Columbia Minor Baseball Association

PO Box 33511, Surrey Place Postal Outlet, Surrey, BC V3T 5R5

Web Page:  http://www.bcbaseball.ca/
Providing Canadian Youth Baseball Programs Since 1963

Rally Cap * 9U * 11U * 13U * 15U * 18U * Junior Men * Challenger 

	Executive Board Meeting Minutes

April 04/2017
5:59 pm


	Meeting called by:
	Mike Sarai, President

	Type of meeting:
	Board Meeting

	Minute taker:
	Val Greenwood

	Attendees:
	M. Sarai, V. Greenwood, J. Braaten, R. Wearing,  A. Hayes,  S, McCann, P. Weatherill, S. King

	Conference Call:
	T. Katelnikoff, G. Butler,, F. Campbell, C. Martin, L. Szabo

	Absent:
Guest(s)
	T. Chudyk, T. McGuire, G. Rimer,  E. Toneff , M. Kelly (Caravan), O. Germaine(Caravan) 


	1.    The meeting was called to order at 5:59 PM

	2..  President’s Opening Remarks
· Interior Director Terry Chudyk requested to be taken temporarily off contact list.
· On behalf of B.C. Baseball, I passed on our condolences to Don Paulencu’ (Past President of Alberta Baseball & current V.P. of Baseball Canada) for the passing of his wife.


	

	 3.  Additions to Agenda.

	· None

	4.    Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting Minutes

	         MOTION:   J. Braaten / P. Weatherill 
               Motion to accept March minutes as distributed. 
               M/S/C


	5.   Correspondence

	5.1 Executive Rosters: Ladner, Sorrento, Vancouver Minor, Summerland, White Rock, Kamloops, Coquitlam-Moody, Surrey, Cloverdale, Vancouver Community, Salmon Arm, Lake Cowichan, Princeton, 
5.2  Affiliations:  Mission, Ladner, Aldergrove, White Rock, Kamloops, North Langley, Vancouver Minor

5.3  Player Registrations:  Aldergrove, Ladner, Kamloops, Vancouver Minor

5.4  Single Season:  Ladner (1 15U AA – 2 Junior Men),  Aldergrove (1 15U AA – 1 Junior Men),  White Rock (1 Junior Men), Kamloops (1 15U AAA – 1 18U AAA), Kelowna (1 18U AAA),  North Langley (1 15U AA) Vancouver Minor (1 15U AA – 1 15U AAA – 1 – 18U AAA)
5.5  Coaching Roster – Aldergrove

5.6  League Roster – Kelowna - 18U AAA

5.7 League Roster – Vancouver Minor – 15U AAA – Junior Men – 18U AAA
5.8  Team Declaration – Kamloops – 13U – 2 AA – 1 A – 15U – 1 AAA – 4 A – 18U – 1 College Prep 2 AA

5.9  Mandy McQuarrie – President Revelstoke – new email – revelstokeminorball@hotmail.com
5.10 Margarett Lange – Marketing Sheraton Hotel – room rates for teams

5.11 Letters on behalf of Taylor Wright – playing down

5.12 Bruce Evans – President Ridge Meadows – phone number – 778-227-5190
 

	6.     Business Arising

	6.1 A4K update:
· Anne talked with Executive Director Sandy Hancock.
· All a4k funding applications must be submitted on their forms.
· Condition of approval stipulates a maximum total income of $42,000.00 per family or less.
· B.C. Baseball to continue in providing our Kidsplay along with a4k.
· Letter to Presidents on how program works.
· Invite a4k to AGM to explain program along with providing a Q&A session.
6.2  Ladner update:

· Grant Rimer met with President Grant Laidlaw.
· Request of both parents to meet – was not successful in setting meeting.
· Player has been placed on a team.
· BC Baseball will monitor situation along with Ladner during the season.
6.3  Lake Cowichan Fundraising:

· Tina Baker – Duncan – will update.
· Issue is still pending.


	

	7.    Director Reports: 

	7.1  President – Mike Sarai

· Attended Island meeting.
· Attended Lower Mainland Caravan stops.
7.2  1st Vice President – John Braaten

· March has been a fairly quiet time this year as associations are prepping for the upcoming spring season.

· The Lower Mainland “Mosquito Selects” programming from what I understand is underway in association registrations and fielding of teams (A, AA & AAA). Contact information has been shared for those who attended the initial local meeting February. Structure for games is similar to Fall Ball and as I noted to Grant Butler in conversation not sure how this will shake out in the end.

· I also had some discussions/questions from multiple associations in regards to Risk Management and Criminal Record checks (CRC) along with best practices. I referred them to BC Baseball Rule 1.09 and an association’s responsibility to establish/maintain a Risk Management process to comply with the rule as noted in the 2017 Rule Book. With the continued changeover of various association board members these are common questions in trying to understand their own internal processes.

7.3  2nd Vice President – Grant Butler

· No Report

7.4  Treasurer – Anne Hayes

· 18 Associations have sent in affiliation.
· MOTION:  P. Weatherill / F. Campbell
Motion to accept the treasurer’s report as presented

M/S/C

· Consideration of Fee Increase:

Fee increase was raised at the Island meeting March 12.
 Staff position: possibly seek through the College Student Program.
Day to day Marketing items – cost will trickle down to Associations

Anne and Mike S. will work towards what increase should be recommended. 
Staff may not be a full time position.
Salary to be determined – will need to pay full cost of CPP, EI etc.

Possible grants are available.
Anne and Fraser to establish criteria.
7.5  Secretary – Val Greenwood

Email Board vote –  approved March 17
MOTION:  M. Kelly / P.  Weatherill

Motion to allow Cloverdale and North Langley to merge for the 2017 season at 15U A for the purpose of fielding multiple teams.  All BC (Minor) Baseball rules including movement of all ups to be adhered to by both Associations.

M/S/C
7.6  North – Carmen Martin

· Quesnel is hosting an umpire clinic.
· April 12 is deadline for registrations (Quesnel).
· Prince George – increase in registration – need more field space – not enough coaches.
· Eagerly awaiting the caravan.
7.7  Interior – Tom Katelnikoff 
· Interior Associations are gearing up for the start of the 2017 Spring Seasons. The Interior Associations will be interlocking at a number of divisions including 18U, 15U, 13U and 11U. As well, most associations are setting up to host tournaments for the upcoming season. 

· The northern interior associations held an organizational meeting for the 3rd year in a row, which we are pleased they are doing, as it has allowed those small northern Okanagan associations to form some interlocking play, creating more interest in the game.
· I’m also pleased that Revelstoke is hosting an NCCP regional clinic this upcoming weekend, as is South Okanagan Minor Baseball. West Kelowna Minor Baseball hosted the Provincial NCCP Certification last weekend and had coaches from as far away as Burnaby attend. There is lots of buzz about the anticipated arrival of the Coaching Caravan, which is set to hit the Okanagan next week.
· Most Associations have wait lists for most divisions.
· Extra fields and time is hard to come by.
7.8  Island – Fraser Campbell / Eric Toneff

· Good Spring meeting.
· Comox Caravan – pouring rain however players still took to the field.
7.9  Web Site – Tom Katelnikoff

· We have continued to post daily updates to the Caravan as it continues to make its stops.
· We have been updating all documents to 2017 with the new logo. 

· The Schedules for the 18U AAA & College Prep, 15U AA & AAA as well as the 13U AA League Play have been posted and we are in the process of setting up administrators for each of the teams.
· In the month of March, our website had over 7000 unique users, accounting for over 13,000 sessions and over 37,000 page views. We are continuing to build our audience on both Facebook & Twitter.


	8.    Committees: 

	8.1 Boundary – Pat Weatherill/John Braaten
· No Report

8.2 Challenger Liaison – Steve McCann
· Ian McLean, the Provincial director for the Challenger Program has stated this will be his final season at this position.
8.3 Coaching Conference / Caravan – Mike Kelly
· The 2017 Caravan started on Wednesday in White Rock. Two (2) in North Shore, Tsawwassen. Port Alberni, Nanaimo, Campbell River and this evening in Comox.  All sessions have been well attended with record crowds.  This year we are doing a write up after each session and also putting articles on B C Baseball webpage. Twitter and Facebook with many hits.  This program is well received in all communities another ten days to go.  Promoting baseball in British Columbia the largest provider of baseball for youth in British Columbia. 

8.4 Coaching Development – Mike Kelly
· No Report
8.5 Discipline – Fraser Campbell
· One (1) ejection
· Need to communicate with Presidents on process of ejections.
8.6 Eligibility – Pat Weatherill
· 88 approved release

· 1-4U

· 7-6U

· 8-8U

· 6-11U

· 21-13U

· 38-15U - 16 AAA, 12 AA, 10 A

· 7-18U

· I am sure there are many more to come, some associations (interior) have had some weather issues.
Move Downs

· 9-2 Revelstoke (Bantam to Pee Wee) Only registered Bantam player's

                  5 Keromeos (Midget to Bantam A) Only way to keep a team at either level..........they keep growing

                  2 Agassiz (Bantam to Pee Wee) First year/Never played....No Summer

· Move Ups

· 11-- 7 to - 11U, all told that 3 years were required within the Division

                       3 to18U

                       1 to - 13U

· 13U – Joe Hannan – first year player wished to move up to 15U AAA with Vancouver Community

BC Baseball will do a player evaluation.
· Kamloops has two (2) overage players playing down at 18U

· Duncan has six (6) overage players playing down at 18U (2 per team)
8.7 Girls – Val Greenwood
· Committee met on March 27
· 14U will play out of Langley
· 16U will play out of Surrey
· 21U will play out of White Rock 
· Development Sessions will be held again this year at Kensington starting April 10 at 5:00 – open to all female players 6 and up – sessions are FREE
· Provincial ID camps and Festivals will again be held on Vancouver Island, Kelowna and the Lower Mainland – dates and locations to be finalized
· Tournaments:  16U – May 18 – 22 – Cathy Thomas in Surrey – 14U and 16U – June 30 – July 3 – Cook tournament in Newton – 14U and 16U – July 14 – 16 – Burnaby Fun Tournament – Kensington Park
· Provincial Selects camp – July 11 – 16 (this included the Burnaby Fun Tournament)
· 14U Western Canada Championships to be held in Kamloops – August 18 – 20
· Championships – 14U – Westerns – Kamloops – August 18 – 20
· 16U National Invitational – August 17 – 21 – Vaughan, Ontario (2018 will be in Nova Scotia)
· 21U National Invitational – August 24 – 28 – Stonewall, Manitoba
· Women’s Open – August 3 – 6 – Windsor, Ontario
· Summer Fees – tournaments, league play camps etc. will be used pay

· Team BC Selects Tryout camp for 14U and 16U - $150

· To be eligible for selection to Team BC and to play in the Burnaby tournament players must attend at least one (1) day of the camp

· 16U would like to play in the summer league – working on billeting out of town girls so that team can play during the week rather than having 4 game weekends

· Pitch Count for 21Us will follow the 18U pitch count rule

· Equipment and Uniforms are slowly all be supplied by Rawlings

· Looking at several different fund raising options
8.8 Grassroots – Grant Butler
· No report
8.9 High Performance – Mike Kelly/Orville Germaine / G. Rimer
· Budget’s to be submitted after caravan is finished.
8.10 NCCP  – Mike Kelly
· MOTION:  P. Weatherill / A. Hayes

Motion to move meeting “in camera”.

M/S/C

· MOTION:  J. Braaten / G. Butler

Motion to move meeting “out of camera”.

M/S/C

8.11 Risk Management – J. Braaten
· No report
8.12 Rules – Ray Wearing
· No report
8.13 Scholarship – Grant Rimer/Ray Wearing
· No report

8.14 Marketing – Les Szabo, Sanda King, Tom Katelnikoff, Trevor McGuire, Pat Weatherill, Steve McCann
Completed in March:

· Attended, discussed and presented concepts thru group and individual discussions with regional associations at Interior Spring Meeting March 4, 2017.
· Co-owner of Vancouver Canadians not available until sometime in April for meeting to discuss potential BC Baseball collaboration – awaiting mutually agreeable meeting date.
· Media Release for A4K.
· Media Release for Chemainus – Cuba Support and Donation Drive.
· Ongoing digital media support for Coach’s Caravan.
· Compiling history of BC Baseball – purpose is to show long term continuance of BC Baseball for Associations and potential sponsors.
· Clothing for BC Baseball order being completed for directors – Thank you Sanda.
· 4 Tents and 4 Table Cloths on order – delivery by end of April.
· Media Releases:

· In 2016, young athletes from the Chemainus and District Baseball Association travelled to Cuba to play baseball with the team in the city of Mazantas, Cuba.  The life lessons gained by the players, coaches and chaperones far surpassed just playing the game of baseball and has led to a once in a life-time opportunity for the young athletes from Mazantas to visit Canada!

· The government of Cuba has granted these players permission to come to Vancouver Island to play baseball from July 14 through July 21 2017.  A total of 25 players, coaches and organizers will stay in selected billeted homes in the Chemainus area and will have a very busy itinerary of baseball games along with some uniquely Vancouver Island cultural experiences.
Your help is needed - Step up to the Plate!

                            Humanitarian Donations sports equipment and school supplies
           Rick Shay, VP of Chemainus and District Baseball Association is coordinating all donations.  1.250.709.7524 or The government permission did not come with financial backing.  Help is needed to make this experience a reality:

Financial Assistance any amount that can contribute to the estimated cost of $1000 per person
                            Meals financial contribution towards or actual meals for breakfast, lunch or dinner 
                            Mini Bus  - a mini bus for logistical needs financial contribution or the actual rental of email at 
           shayfamily@shaw.ca
BC Baseball Partnership Positions Opportunity for BC Youth to Play Baseball

· BC Baseball, the largest youth baseball association in British Columbia, is pleased to announce a strategic partnership with “Athletics For Kids”.

· This new partnership ensures that all youth that want to play baseball can source the support if needed to join the over 17,000 registered players across British Columbia to date.

· “Athletics For Kids” (A4K) is a BC based privately funded charity that works to ensure all BC children, regardless of socioeconomic status, can participate in organized sport by providing families with financial assistance.  

· A4K understands the social importance and community impact of amateur sports on development of children aged 5 through adolescents aged 18.  Mike Sarai, President of BC Baseball points out, "This new partnership speaks to B.C. Baseball's perseverance on serving the needs of our community members".

· Specific details on the program can be found by referring to the A4K website and by contacting your baseball association president.  BC Baseball will work with the association to ensure all BC Youth have an opportunity to play baseball.

· Check Baseball Ontarios web site.
· Caravan – should all have matching clothing.
8.15 Umpire Liaison – Eric Toneff
· No Report
8.16 Uniforms (BC) – Ray Wearing as presented by Orville Germaine
· No Report


	

	9.  Division Reports
9.1  11U - Grant Butler
· The 11U division is as always this time of year, quiet, the only things going on are move ups which Pat has included in his report.

9.2  13U – Orville Germaine
· No Report
9.3  15U – Mike Kelly / Trevor McGuire
15U A

· Interlock games to start this week across the Fraser Valley.
· Provincials -   Surrey has applied and been accepted to host the 2017 15U A Provincials.
· There has been a slight increase in player registration numbers reported back from all contacted Upper Fraser Valley Associations.
15U AA

· Full schedule has been sent to all effected associations all requested changes have been made to date. Full schedule has been posted to BC Baseball web site by Tom.

· Teams to Date Fraser Valley and combined Interior Zone

1.    Richmond
2. Tri City
3.  Cloverdale
4. Vancouver Minor
5. Abbotsford
6. Burnaby (merged Burnaby & Burnaby South)
7. Aldergrove
8. Ladner
9. Tsawwassen & Delta merged
10. North Langley
11. Mission
12. Central Okanagan
13. Penticton
14. Vernon
15. Vancouver Community
16. Ridge Meadows
17. Chilliwack
18. North Shore
· Teams to date Vancouver Island Zone

1. (5) Teams Victoria

2. Cowichan Valley

3. Campbell River, Comox, Port Alberni, Oceanside, Powell River (merged)

· Teams to date Northern BC

1.   Prince George.

· Provincials U15 AA -  Victoria confirmed for Provincials

· San Diego tournament is now booked, accommodation and travel under review with (Orville)

· Association Concerns

               All Interior Teams have had their first games at the beginning of the season to take place in the Fraser     

               Valley

· U15 AA Single Season 

               Single season start date will be April 5th/ 2016; there will be 34 games in the 2017 season.

· Miscellaneous
              Several Interior teams and 2 Fraser Valley teams have agreed to play some exhibition games with the 
              Northern Team at a neutral location. Victoria will include the selected team for the Provincial host berth at
              the April 01/17 roster date.  All rosters have been submitted except for 6 teams that have been given a
              week extension to submit. 

· Wild Card:

              Location to be announced 

9.4  18U – Grant Rimer
· No Report
9.5  Junior Men – Grant Butler
· Chilliwack is back in - North Delta has asked for more time but have sent Team info and Field Availability - Poco is out. - We don’t have field availability from Ladner for either team, Aldergrove and Chilliwack.

· Midnight this Friday, April 7 is the deadline.
· North Delta will confirm that they are in or out - Ladner, Aldergrove and Chilliwack will provide field availability.
· If these minimum requirements are not met these teams will not be included in the schedule.
Please note:

· Rosters, we have 3 to date, not a surprise, we need them for opening day April 30th or we will forfeit any games to the team that does, if neither does then neither team will get points towards playoffs.

· Anne has done the schedule already but with Chilliwack coming back, Poco opting out and North Delta on the fence it has to be redone.

· You will see that there are 2 Island teams this year, we have not included them in the regular season as we assume the travel will be an issue, but if you do play them please advise me.

· I've attached a new Team Contact Sheet, showing what has been received to date and changes to contact information received to date. If there is anything that needs to be updated please reply by email.
10.  New Business
10.1  Criminal Record Check – Board of Directors

· B.C. Baseball is handling youth’s personal information.
· Member Associations are mandated to comply with CRC checks therefore B.C. Baseball board should not be exempt. 
· To add under Bylaws for AGM that condition for serving on board, directors must have CRC done.
· All checks should be sent to John Braaten.
10.2  North Langley – sponsorship

· Mark Burgess, President North Langley – sponsor has several pubs plus beer & wine store.
· Does not appear to be family friendly.
· Need more information on the group ownership.
· Ray Wearing to follow up.
10.3  Ordering Medals

· Needed for John Main – use up all old medals first – just need new ribbons.
· All new medals will require the new Logo.
· Mike Kelly to follow up with ordering.


	Motion to adjourn:   7:37 PM – R. Wearing / S. McCann
Next Board Meeting: Tuesday, May  02th 2017  -  location TBA
Other Important Dates: 
· Registration information due ASAP (names, addresses, phone, date of birth, division and gender)
 


