Sample Appeal Authority Decision.
Appeal Authority Decision on Appeal of Suspension/Discipline 
Issued Against [Name of Party Suspended]
Appeal Proceedings Under USA Hockey Bylaw 10.E.


To:	[Names of Parties to the Appeal]

Fr:	[Names of Appeal Committee Members], Appeal Committee Members

Re:	Appeal by [Name of Appealing Party] regarding [suspension or discipline being appealed] 


This decision is being transmitted by electronic mail and will serve as the official decision in this matter. A hard copy will follow by surface mail.

This matter is the appeal of [Name of Appealing Party] from [describe discipline and decision that is being appealed] imposed by the [describe hearing committee and organization the hearing committee represents] (the “Hearing Committee”).  The Hearing Committee’s decision was issued on [date of decision].  

[If the Statement of Appeal was timely submitted, then the following is appropriate]  [Name of Appealing Party] timely submitted a Statement of Appeal on [date of Statement of Appeal], which included the written record [if there was one] issued by the Hearing Committee.  The [either the Hearing Committee or organization] timely submitted a response to the Statement of Appeal on [date of response].  [If any of the above were not submitted, or were not submitted timely, that should be noted]

[If the Statement of Appeal was not timely delivered, then the following is appropriate]  While [Name of Appealing Party] asserts various bases for disagreeing and overturning the suspension that was imposed, we do not have the authority to determine the merits of this matter as it is not a timely appeal.  The USA Hockey Board of Directors has adopted a very explicit Bylaw provision regarding the submission of a Statement of Appeal.  See Bylaw 10.E.(2)(a).  This appeal is accordingly dismissed in all respects. 

[Describe any other reports, documents, etc. that were submitted].

[Depending on whether a hearing was held, include one of the following]  Following submission of the documents described above, the Appeal Committee determined to decide this appeal based on the written submissions of the parties./An Appeal Hearing was held on ______________.  [Describe the length of the hearing, number and identity of witnesses that were called by each side, submissions by the parties, etc.]  

[Describe facts that are relevant to the determination of the Appeal/Facts not relevant to the determination should not be included]


The Appeal Authority shall not conduct a de novo hearing of the facts decided by the Hearing Committee but shall apply a deferential standard of review to the Hearing Committee decision. The Appeal Authority shall only reverse, vacate or modify the Hearing Panel decision if the Appealing Party demonstrates that the Hearing Panel:
1. acted in an arbitrary or capricious manner without reasonable grounds or adequate consideration of the circumstances; or
2. made a finding of material fact that is clearly erroneous, in other words, the Appeal Authority must have a definite and firm conviction that a mistake has been made; or
3. misinterpreted or misapplied any controlling bylaw, rule, procedure or policy that made a difference in its decision.
Pursuant to USA Hockey Bylaw 10.E(2)(d), this Appeal Committee has the authority to “affirm, reverse or modify (including increase or decrease) any decision as it deems proper under the circumstances before it.”  Based upon review of the above, this Appeals Committee hereby orders:

[Describe order of the Appeal Committee – e.g., affirming the hearing committee decision, modifying the decision, remanding the matter back to the hearing committee to properly follow the Bylaws, etc.]

[If this is an appeal at the Affiliate level, then include the following: This is the final decision of the [Name of Affiliate]. [If the discipline includes a suspension:] This decision may be appealed to the USA Hockey National Appeal Committee pursuant to the provisions of USA Hockey Bylaw 10.E., as found in the current version of the USA Hockey Annual Guide.  A Statement of Appeal must be submitted within 14 days of your receipt of this decision, and may be directed to the General Counsel or Executive Director of USA Hockey. Please see USA Hockey Bylaw 10.E. for other appeal rules.][If an Administrative Action: This decision is subject to the Arbitration provisions in Bylaw 10.G or if the discipline does not include a suspension: Pursuant to Bylaw 10.E(1)(b), this decision is final

This Appeal Committee Decision is issued on this 	 day of 	, 202	.
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