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YCLA MEMBERSHIP

MEMBERSHIP
Membership is comprised of the members of the York County Lacrosse Association.

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
The Association’s membership fee is a non-refundable annual fee of $150.00, due by January 15th.  Membership fees must be submitted to the Treasurer by check made payable to the “York County Lacrosse Association”.  Membership fees may be increased by the Executive Board, as determined by the annual budget prepared by the Treasurer.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION PROCEDURE
Membership applicants must submit an application in writing to the Board, care of the President or Chairman, to be considered for membership in the Association.  This application must be received between July 1st and September 1st in order to be eligible for membership for that fiscal year.  This application must contain:
1. Name of the Applicant - This name may not conflict with any current member’s name.
2. Logo as a portable electronic artwork file (PDF, PNG, JPG, GIF, BMP).
3. Website address, if applicable.
4. Field locations for lacrosse fields to be used to host games.  A street address or geographic coordinates are acceptable location identifiers.  If special instructions exist for a location, they should be provided as well.
5. Primary and secondary team colors.  
6. Contact information (name, e-mail address, and telephone number) for the applicant’s proposed executive board representative.
7. Member information for the spring lacrosse season.  Actual registration information is preferred; however, estimates are accepted.  Applicants must be able to demonstrate the ability to field at least one team (at any level) during the spring lacrosse season.
8. A signed certification, signed by the applicant’s proposed executive board representative as follows:
a. [Applicant Name] hereby agrees to accept and to abide by the Bylaws of the York County Lacrosse Association.
b. [Applicant Name] hereby certifies that all athletes and coaches who will participate in York County Lacrosse Association (YCLA) games and events will be fully insured, and will have achieved the applicable certifications, for participation in YCLA games and events by April 1st.




All applications received in good order by the President and/or Chairman will be distributed to all executive board representatives, and a presentation will be permitted at the regular Association meeting in September or October, if the applicant so desires to make a presentation.

As part of any action made to accept the applicant’s application, a league division, as defined in LEAGUE DIVISIONS of the YCLA Policy and Procedure Manual, must be specified for the applicant.  If any such action results in an approval of the application, membership is granted to the applicant as of the date the vote was tallied for the action.

The Association shall not discriminate against applicants on the basis of race, color, national origin, or ethnic origin.  The Association shall provide members all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to all members with the same membership status, and shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin in the administration of its policies and programs.

MEMBERSHIP STATUSES
The Association may change the membership status of any member, and revoke the membership of any member, by action of the Board.

The revocation of a membership results in a member becoming a non-member, and thus entitles them to none of the rights, privileges, programs, and activities accorded or made available by the Association to its members.

Active Membership Status
This membership status entitles a member, who is in good standing with the Association, all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities accorded or made available by the Association.

Probationary Membership Status
A member with a probationary membership status is entitled to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities accorded or made available by the Association to its members, with the exception of:
· It’s executive board representative’s right to propose an action to the Board, to second an action before the Board, and to vote on actions before the Board.

All new members approved for membership will have a probationary membership status from the date of their acceptance until the end of the Association’s fiscal year of June 30th, after which the member’s membership status is automatically changed to active, provided the member has completed all the requirements for membership renewal, as described below.
Suspended Membership Status
A member with a suspended membership status is entitled to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities accorded or made available by the Association to its members, with the exception of:
· It’s executive board representative’s right to propose an action to the Board, to second an action before the Board, and to vote on actions before the Board.
· It’s ability to participate in Association events including the YCLA Spring Season and the YCLA Tournament.

Memberships with suspended statuses are automatically revoked on the one-year anniversary of the suspension of membership.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
The Association requires the following to be completed by members on an annual basis in order to maintain an active membership status:

1. Payment of the membership fees as described in MEMBERSHIP FEES above.
2. Submit the following items to the YCLA Secretary as scheduled below:
(In the absence of a Secretary, a designated person will be chosen by the Chairman to collect these items.)
3. Specific dates to be determined annually at the September Board meeting.

	January 
	Contact Information (name, e-mail address, and telephone number) for the member’s executive board representative and club president.

	March 
	Location of a home field on which the member can host games, including street addresses or geographic coordinates.  Multiple members may use the same home field.  If special instructions exist for a location, they should be provided as well.

	March 
	Roster for each team participating in the YCLA Spring Season.  This roster must contain the player’s name, jersey number, date of birth, grade, and US Lacrosse membership number.  If any players are playing from another district (upon waiver approval), that information should be provided as well.

	March 
	Contact information (name, e-mail address, telephone number, team, and US Lacrosse membership number) for the member’s coaches.  To be completed via Sports Engine Coaches registration and must be uploaded to the USA Lacrosse Program Portal.

	March 
	Signed copy of the YCLA Coaches’ Code of Conduct.  To be completed via Sports Engine Coaches registration.

	March 
	A statement signed by the member’s executive board representative: [Member Name] hereby certifies that all athletes and coaches who will participate in York County Lacrosse Association (YCLA) games and events are fully insured, and have achieved the applicable certifications, for participation in YCLA games and events.  In addition, all Member Clubs must upload this information to their USA Lacrosse Program Portal.

	Weekly Games Scores
	Scores for all YCLA Spring Season games, which are competitive, as described in LEAGUE OPERATIONS in the YCLA Policy and Procedure Manual.  Scores for all competitive games must be submitted to the Scheduling Chairperson by Monday at 10am.  



Provided a member completes all the requirements for membership renewal, their membership is automatically renewed on the first day of the Association’s fiscal year, which is July 1st.

In the event a member fails to complete the requirements for membership renewal, their membership status may be changed, by action of the Board, to a suspended status.

MEMBERSHIP CANCELLATION
Members may cancel their membership at any time by written notice.  



















EXECUTIVE BOARD – QUORUM AND MANNER OF ACTING

Actions may be presented in any regular or special meeting or may be presented to the Board electronically by an executive board representative in an electronic mail (e-mail) message addressed to all officers and the entire Board.  Actions may be voted upon using one of the following schedules, to be determined at the time of the motion for action:

Immediate Vote Schedule
The vote may be scheduled to occur immediately.  Immediate votes may only be used for administrative actions, such as approval of minutes and reports.  Actions presented electronically are not eligible for an immediate vote schedule.

Delayed Vote Schedule
The vote may be delayed and scheduled to occur at the next regular or special Association meeting at least five days in the future.  This type of schedule is the default method for handling actions of the Board.  Unless otherwise specified and agreed upon by the Board, motions presented before the Board will use a delayed vote schedule.

Electronic Vote Schedule
The vote may be scheduled to occur electronically.  Electronic votes may only be utilized for time-sensitive actions, for which votes cannot be delayed until the next regular Association meeting.

Electronic votes are initiated when the Secretary sends a formal request for a vote to all executive board representatives via electronic mail (e-mail).  This formal request for a vote must contain the exact motion as presented to the Association, and the date and time at which a vote response is due, which is to be a minimum of five days in the future from the request date.

The time period between the Secretary’s request for a vote until the due date and time of the vote is known as the electronic voting period.  Executive board representatives are to communicate their member’s vote only to the Secretary via electronic mail (e-mail) during the electronic voting period.  After the electronic voting period has expired, the Secretary will publish the results of the vote for all executive board representatives.  Actions presented electronically are not eligible for an electronic vote schedule.

Every executive board representative with an eligible membership status, as defined in MEMBERSHIP of the YCLA Policy and Procedure Manual, shall be entitled to one vote upon any motion presented to the Board.

In the event an executive board representative is unable to attend a regular or special Association meeting at which a vote on a motion is scheduled, that executive board representative may communicate his member’s vote to the Secretary up to 24 hours before the meeting time via electronic mail.  Or in his or her absence, the attending Member Club President may cast the vote.

Except as otherwise specified in the articles or these Bylaws or provided by statute, the acts of a majority of the executive board representatives present at a meeting at which a quorum is present shall be the acts of the Board.  In the absence of a quorum, a majority of the executive board representatives present and voting, may adjourn the meeting from time to time until a quorum is present.  The executive board representatives shall act only as a board and the individual executive board representatives shall have no power as such, except that any action which may be taken at a meeting of the Board may be taken without a meeting, if a consent or consents in writing setting forth the action so taken shall be signed by all of the executive board representatives in office and shall be filed with the Secretary.

Interested Executive Board Representatives or Officers -  Quorum
No contract or transaction between the Association and one or more of its executive board representatives or officers, or between the Association and any other corporation, partnership, association, or other organization in which one or more of its executive board representatives or officers are executive board representatives or officers, or have a financial interest, shall be void or voidable solely for such reason, or solely because the executive board representative or officer is present at or participates in the meeting of the Board which authorizes the contract or transaction, or solely because his or their votes are counted for such purpose, if:

The material facts as to the relationship or interest and as to the contract or transaction are disclosed or are known to the Board and the Board in good faith authorizes the contract or transaction by the affirmative votes of a majority of the disinterested executive board representatives, even though the disinterested executive board representatives are less than a quorum; or

The contract or transaction is fair as to the Association as of the time it is authorized, approved or ratified, by the Board.  Common or interested executive board representatives may be counted in determining the presence of a quorum at a meeting of the Board which authorizes a contract or transaction specified in this section.

Board Meeting Schedule and Attendance
YCLA Board Meetings will be held monthly, except for July, August and December.  It is the expectation that Member Clubs will attend all scheduled meetings.  Each Member Club will be provided a “free pass” for one meeting.  Member Clubs who fail to attend more than one meeting will be fined $25 per meeting missed.

LEAGUE OPERATIONS 
I - AGE DIVISIONS

DEFINITION OF AGE DIVISIONS
Age divisions shall be governed by the USA Lacrosse Boys Youth Rules as defined in LACROSSE RULES in the YCLA Policy and Procedure Manual.

OFFICIAL AGE DIVISION
Every player must be officially listed on a single team’s roster to identify the age division in which that player participates in Association games.  The age division of that team is player’s “Official Age Division”.  There is no minimum age requirement for participation in Association games and events.

PARTICIPATION OUTSIDE OF OFFICIAL AGE DIVISION
Any member with a player, who has the athletic ability and physical dimensions necessary to participate in a higher age division that what they qualify for, can officially list that player on the roster of a team in the higher age division, thereby making the higher age division that player’s Official Age Division.  The Association discourages this practice.  A player’s Official Age Division cannot be reduced to a lower level, without Board approval, once that player has participated in a game in their Official Age Division.

“Playing Down” is defined as a player participating in a game below their Official Age Division.  Playing Down is made on a case-by-case basis by the League President.  Waivers must be signed by the parent/guardian and the Member Club President and submitted by March 1.

“Playing Up” is defined as a player participating in a game above their Official Age Division.  The Association discourages Playing Up.  Playing Up does not change a player’s Official Age Division.

In any contest involving players who are Playing Up, prior to the opening face-off, the head coaches of both teams must be made aware of all players who are Playing Up, and both head coaches must agree to allow those players to Play Up.  Circumstances whereby Playing Up is generally acceptable when:
· A team has less than sixteen players for a contest, and, in order to participate that team must Play Up one or more players from a team in a lower age division.  This team may Play Up as many players as needed to field up to sixteen players for the contest.
· A member wishes to provide additional training at a higher age division for players who are officially listed on the roster of a team in a lower age division.  Players who are Playing Up for additional training cannot be used to impact the outcome of the contest and should receive minimal playing time.
· Players are permitted to play up a maximum of 3 games in a season (including playoff games) and remain on their original roster.  If a player plays more than 3 games in a season, the player will be officially rostered on the higher level for the remainder of the season.

PLAYER ELIGIBILITY AND CLUB AFFILIATION
Players are permitted to participate on the YCLA member team that is aligned with the player’s school district.  The YCLA shall not permit a player to participate in any YCLA game who does not reside within the member’s school district boundaries or such other boundaries established by YCLA’s Bylaws unless expressly authorized by the Competition Committee for that season only.

Recruiting of players from outside a Member’s boundaries is prohibited.  If a player wishes to ask for an exception to this rule, the parent/guardian of the player must email the YCLA President, with specific reasons why an exception should be granted.  All requests for exceptions must be submitted directly to the YCLA President by the player’s parent or legal guardian.  No request from a member organization is permitted.

Players who live in an area that currently does not have a youth lacrosse program participating the YCLA, are eligible to play for the YCLA program that is adjacent to their home area/school district.  If that player wishes to switch to another YCLA program in the future, an exception must be granted.

When determining your roster, at each level, the YCLA requires that each member performs due diligence to ensure that all players have the opportunity to participate within York and Adam Counties.

Each player is only permitted to play for one club during the regular season and playoffs.  However, a player may “play up” within a club to complete a minimum roster of 16 players at an older age group.  A player may not change clubs after the first official league game has been played.










LEAGUE OPERATIONS 
II - YCLA SPRING SEASON, TOURNAMENT AND CHAMPIONSHIP

The YCLA Spring Season is comprised of the lacrosse games hosted by Association members during the Spring.  The age divisions referenced herein are defined in LEAGUE OPERATIONS, I – AGE DIVISIONS of the YCLA Policy and Procedure Manual.  The LEAGUE DIVISIONS referenced herein are defined in LEAGUE OPERATIONS, VI – LEAGUE DIVISIONS of the YCLA Policy and Procedure Manual.

8U AND 10U 
[bookmark: _Hlk179393133]8U inclusive of Graduating years equivalent to K-2 grade levels
10U inclusive of Graduating years equivalent to 3rd and 4th grade levels
These levels are considered developmental with all focus being directed to developing solid fundamentals, player/parent education, and providing an enjoyable experience for every player on the roster.  These two levels will play a randomly selected game schedule with no post season. Scores will NOT be kept for games at these age levels.

12U AND 14U 
12U inclusive of Graduating years equivalent to 5th and 6th grade levels
14U inclusive of Graduating years equivalent to 7th and 8th grade levels

In consultation with USA Lacrosse, all 8th graders will remain eligible to play for the 14U age division, except for those who are more than 24 months older than the division’s age cutoff.  

All teams at these levels are considered competitive, and all teams will be eligible for post-season play.  There will be no A/B designation for teams.
All teams must submit a dedicated roster for the season.
Player sharing between teams from the same organization and at the same division level is not permitted.
Prior to the start of each game, all coaches will be required to validate their rosters with the opposing coach.
If teams are found to be sharing rosters, a penalty equivalent to the forfeiture of one game will be imposed.

PROTOCOL FOR CLUBS WITH 2 TEAMS AT ONE DIVISION (Adopted 10.15.2025)
· 2 Team Clubs will travel together
· Singleton teams will never play a 2 team Club in the same day
· Clubs with 2 Teams at 12U/14U division must play one another, suggested to play early in the schedule (one of first 3 games)

ADDITIONAL GAMES
Teams are permitted to schedule games beyond those described above.  Any additional games will not be considered league games and shall not be considered in the official results.


LEAGUE SCHEDULED GAMES
All league games will be played as scheduled unless cancelled for severe weather or mutual agreement of both teams.

All teams will follow the YCLA Game Day Procedures, as determined annually by the YCLA Board and Official assigning authorities.  These procedures will be located on the YCLA website and distributed to all team coaches.

VOLUNTARY GAME CANCELLATION BY A TEAM
· 12U and 14U – the game will be considered a forfeit
· 8U and 10U – will be subject to a $50 fine paid to the YCLA for missing a game.

POINTS SYSTEM (12U/14U Divisions) (adopted at 10.12.2025 meeting)

· WIN=2
· LOSS=1
· FORFEIT=0 (team subject will be awarded a win and the team who forfeit will be awarded zero points).
· Clause for Clubs with 2 Teams:  If you choose not to play one another, both teams will be awarded “0” points.
· For Playoff Seeding:  Tie-Breaker is Head-to-Head play, then goals against.

YCLA TOURNAMENT AND YCLA CHAMPIONSHIP
The YCLA tournament shall be conducted in a competitive single-elimination format for the 12U and 14U age divisions.  The final four teams in each supported age division will be officially recorded as the “YCLA Final Four”, “YCLA Finalist” and “YCLA Champion” with the name of the head coach, for historical purposes.

The YCLA Tournament will conclude with the “YCLA Championship” event, which will provide a single location and date for the YCLA Tournament’s championship games, which are held for the 12U and 14U age divisions.

The final determination of the number of teams to be included in the YCLA Tournament and Championship will be determined by March 1 of each season and may vary depending on the total number of teams at each age division.

REVISED YCLA PLAYOFF AND CHAMPIONSHIP FORMAT (Adopted 10.15.2025)
· Top 6 Teams will play for the overall Championship, medals to be awarded
· Bottom Teams (number to be determined once team counts are set) will have a play day at another location, winner to be awarded ribbons.
· All teams would play in either the Top or Bottom bracket, giving all players an opportunity to extend their season.
· YCLA would cover all costs for both events

YCLA CHAMPIONSHIP HOST SELECTION PROCESS
The member selected to host the YCLA Championship event is to be designated at the regular Association meeting in March.  A committee, as defined in 3.03 of the Bylaws, will define the process for members to apply to host the YCLA Championship event.  The purpose of the committee is to establish a fair and equitable opportunity for each member to host the YCLA Championship event.

YCLA TOURNAMENT AND CHAMPIONSHIP HOST RESPONSIBILITIES AND RIGHTS
Members hosting games during the YCLA Tournament, and at the YCLA Championship event, are responsible for ensuring fields are properly lined and maintained and have regulation goals on them.  The home team is responsible for providing a scoring table, a timekeeper, a scorekeeper, an official rules book, cones for the field, a clock, a scoreboard and a horn.
YCLA will cover the cost of end line balls for all Tournament and Championship games, as well as any other costs incurred by the hosting club for use of the fields.

Hosting members hold the exclusive right to sell concessions at games during the YCLA Tournament, and at the YCLA Championship event.


MINIMUM PLAYING TIME RULE AND ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURE
The YCLA does not promote a “win at all costs” environment and at all levels, player development should be placed above winning games.  In order to incorporate competition and to continue to provide an enjoyable, educational and safe environment for all of the players involved in the YCLA, the Competition Committee has developed the following playing time requirements.
· 8U and 10U
· These levels require the equivalent of one quarter of playing time for all participants and recommends, but does not require, equal playing time.  The YCLA prohibits benching any player for an entire game unless injured or on disciplinary suspension.
· 12U and 14U
· These levels require the equivalent of one quarter of playing time for all participants per game (including playoff games).  The YCLA prohibits benching any player for an entire game unless injured or on disciplinary suspension.

This issue will be very difficult for the YCLA to monitor and the YCLA will be reliant on the honestly of the member clubs, their officers, coaches, parents and players to help with monitoring the situation.  Sportsmanship is of paramount importance.

Enforcement
Should an issue arise, the Head Coach of the team or the President of the member club should be the first point of contact.  If the parties are unable to reach a satisfactory resolution, the chairperson of the Competition Committee, the chairperson of the Sportsmanship Committee, or the YCLA president should then be notified.  The YCLA will investigate the issue and upon forming a conclusion the YCLA will refer to the Code of Conduct to determine the best course of action.

Player Sidelines
During all YCLA games (regular season, tournament, playoff, and championship), ONLY the following are allowed on the Player sidelines:
· Rostered players – as submitted to YCLA
· Rostered YCLA approved coaches (head and assistants)
· Member Club volunteers manning the timing and score-keeping table

Parents, player siblings, or any other person not included in the “allowed” category above is prohibited from being on the Player sidelines.  It is the Member Clubs’ responsibility to inform the player parents of such rule.  




LEAGUE OPERATIONS
III – DISCIPLINARY BOARD AND DISCIPLINARY RULES

DEFINITION OF THE DISCIPLINARY BOARD

The Board and its members shall act as the primary arbiters and hold full jurisdiction in disciplinary issues that involve any member club or its members, including coaches, players and player representatives/ parents or that occur during an YCLA sanctioned event. All members agree to abide by the Board rulings for matters concerning disciplinary issues.

YCLA shall make the submission of disciplinary issues possible through electronic contact information located on the main YCLA web-page. No submitted disciplinary claim shall be evaluated or investigated by any board member prior to the disciplinary claim being reviewed by the board. Any and all claims submitted shall be treated with urgency, requiring a notification by the Board Secretary to member club representatives of the event, and a convening of a review within 72 hours of the receipt of the claim. Any private information will be confidential within the communication, and any claim can be subject to being turned over to appropriate law enforcement should the Board determine this necessary.

If an issue arises between two members, these members will recuse themselves and the remaining board will work to bring resolution to the issue.

In the event the issue cannot be resolved, the Board will convene and accept presentations by both members’ disciplinary board representatives prior to issuing a Disciplinary ruling on the issue. Rulings will be communicated by the President / Secretary.


CONDUCT VIOLATIONS
Player Ejection – Any player ejected from play, shall be suspended from participation in the next league game (including tournaments and play offs) at any level of play until completion of the suspension.  Both teams are responsible for notifying the YCLA President immediately of any ejection from play.  If a player is ejected from the last game of the season, (regular season or play offs) the player will serve a one game suspension at the beginning of the following season.  If the player moves from the youth level to the high school level the following season, the member club shall be fined $100.  For avoidance of doubt: In any other instance the player is suspended as described.

Coach Ejection – Coaches are expected to lead by example and act as role models to players.  Therefore, should a team’s coach be ejected during a game, he shall be subject to disciplinary action as defined below.  Both teams are responsible for notifying the YCLA President immediately of any ejection from play.
· First Offense
· The coach will be suspended from coaching in the next league game (including tournaments and play-offs) at any level of play for one game.
· Second Offense
· The coach will be suspended for the season at any level of play and the club of the ejected coach will be subject to a $100.00 fine payable to the YCLA.

FIGHTING
It is the responsibility of each coach to ensure that his team acts in a sportsmanlike manner.  Fighting will not be tolerated.  The following penalties for fighting will be enforced:
· First Offense
· Mandatory one-game suspension from play in the next league game.  The Disciplinary Committee has the authority to extend the suspension imposed depending on the severity of the incident.
· Second Offense
· The player will be suspended from play for the remainder of the season and the Member Club of the ejected player will be subjected to a $100.00 fine payable to the YCLA.

ENTERING AN ALTERCATION FROM THE BENCH
Any player, who enters into an altercation while not currently on the field of play, shall be immediately ejected from the game and suspended from any participation in the league at any level for the remainder of the season.

Should an entire team leave its bench area during an alteration, that team shall forfeit the game immediately.  Should both teams leave the bench area during an altercation, both teams shall forfeit the game, and no points will be awarded to either team.  Any team leaving the bench area during the game will be suspended for an indefinite period of time and not be permitted to play until the Disciplinary Board meets to review the situation and makes a decision.

YCLA CODE OF CONDUCT VIOLATIONS
Any club or coach failing to abide by the YCLA Code of Conduct may be subject to league disciplinary action which may include - coach game suspension, game forfeiture or club suspension from the league.

Any parent, player, coach or club representative may file a complaint for failure to adhere code of conduct by emailing YCLA.  YCLA contact information will be posted on the league website.  Upon receipt of the complaint, the notified YCLA board representative or secretary shall inform the board and chairman of the complaint so that the board may determine appropriate and timely action.  Depending on the severity of the complaint, the committee may choose to call a regular meeting of the YCLA board to hear findings.  Disciplinary actions against any member club must be made by regular YCLA meeting with quorum of members present.

SUSPENSIONS
Suspensions are for league games and will carry over into tournament play and/or the following season.  The suspension shall be imposed and enforced at the level the violation occurred and any other levels of play at which the player/coach is participating until the violation has been served in full at the level at which the ejection occurred.

THE 24-HOUR RULE
Youth sports can be an emotional experience.  The physical activity of the kids can often spill onto the sidelines and into the stands and create strong reactions in coaches and parents.  Each year, 2.5 million people volunteer their time to help coach youth sports.  These coaches are just one vehicle that provide organized youth athletics an existence.  As parents, we will not always agree with a coach’s decision.  However, it is important to recognize that the coach’s role is to make decisions for the team first and the player second.  Also, we need to understand that most players are not aware of any problem until we, as parents, bring it to their attention.  For parents, it is important to separate their child’s sports development from game time emotions.  For this reason, the YCLA has adopted the ’24-Hour Rule’, which simply states that coaches will not discuss a game, or a situation in a game, until at least 24 hours after the fact.

Parents/guardians are not allowed to confront a coach, team, player, board member, or league official to discuss any “negative” game or practice situation(s) with the coaching and Board of Directors until at least 24 hours has passed from the completion of the game or practice.  A confrontation shall consist of any conversation, which elevated from a normal speaking tone or demeanor to one which involves yelling, profanity, or derogatory comments toward said coach, team, player, board member or official.

Lacrosse is a quick paced, emotional sport.  Physical battles and tough calls among other things can spill on to the bench and tends to create strong reactions from coaches and parents.  The intense emotional aspect of lacrosse is one of the reasons it makes exciting entertainment, but it is important to have a “cooling off” period so that emotions do not cloud judgement. 

If parents respect the ’24-Hour Rule’, their concerns are MORE likely to be fully addressed in a reasonable discussion.  More importantly, the kids’ enjoyment of a game won’t be marred by an ill-timed confrontation.  The intent of his rule is to move an emotional and confrontational discussion away from the presence of players, and to allow the parties to “cool off”, compose themselves, and put the incident or situation that occurred in the game in perspective before meeting to discuss it.

It is the Member Clubs’ responsibility to inform the player parents of such rule.  

Violation of the ’24-Hour Rule’ policy will result in Parent being suspended from YCLA activities for 7 calendar days.




LEAGUE OPERATIONS
IV –OFFICIALS ASSIGNING AUTHORITY

USE OF OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED OFFICIALS ASSIGNING AUTHORITIES
Members are required to utilize an official’s assigning authority that has been officially recognized by the Association, to schedule officials for YCLA Spring Season games, and any YCLA Tournament games, they must host.

OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED OFFICIALS ASSIGNING AUTHORITIES
Official assigning authorities officially recognized by the YCLA are:
	Local York/Adams PIAA & US Lacrosse




LEAGUE OPERATIONS
V – LACROSSE RULES

IDENTIFICATION AND JURISDICTION
The lacrosse rules contained within this Policy and Procedures Manual will be commonly known as the “US Lacrosse Boys Youth Rules”.  The lacrosse rules contained within this Manual governs games that are played during the YCLA Spring Season, and the YCLA Tournament.

OFFICIAL RULES BOOK
This Association accepts the most recent published version of the US Lacrosse Boys Youth Rules.

YCLA RULES EXCEPTIONS
None




LEAGUE OPERATIONS
VI – LEAGUE DIVISIONS

ACTIVE LEAGUE MEMBERS

	
	
	

	  York Suburban Trojans
	Incorporator 10/23/2005
	

	  Central York Panthers
	Incorporator 10/23/2005
	

	  York Catholic Shooting Irish
	Incorporator 10/23/2005
	

	  Eastern York Knights
	Accepted 06/25/2006
	

	  Dallastown Wildcats
	Incorporator 10/23/2005 
	

	  South Eastern Rams
	Incorporator 10/23/2005
	Withdrawn 01/2017/Re-accepted 2023

	  Susquehannock Warrior
	Incorporator 10/23/2005
	

	  Red Lion Lions
	Incorporator 10/23/2005
	

	  Spring Grove Lumberjax
	Incorporator 10/23/2005
	

	  South Western Mustangs
	Incorporator 10/23/2005
	

	  New Oxford Colonials
	Accepted 12/10/2006
	

	  Shamrocks Lacrosse Club
	Accepted ?? Need Date
	








LEAGUE OPERATIONS
VII – COACHING REQUIREMENTS

COACHING STAFF
The coaching staff includes one (1) Head Coach and no more than three (3) Assistant Coaches per team in the coaches’ box and on the player’s side of the field.  An assistant coach is permitted to be at the scorer’s table.  In this capacity, they are an extension of the officials and may not “coach” from the scorer’s table.

MINIMUM COACHING REQUIREMENTS
Effective January 2024, ALL coaches Must:
1.  Have a current USA lacrosse Coach Membership
2. Complete all USA Lacrosse Bronze requirements, which includes:
a. Valid Membership
b. Background Check
c. Abuse Prevention
d. Cardiac Care
e. Concussion
f. Cultural Competency
g. Annual Rules Test

Each member club will be required to submit a roster of coaching staff, including US Lacrosse membership identification numbers to the YCLA governing body by March 20th, via Sports Engine Coaches Registration.  Each member club will be required to certify that all coaches have met the current education requirements of USA Lacrosse and the YCLA.  Only rostered YCLA approved coaches (head and assistants) may be present on sidelines of all YCLA games.  (Regular, tournament, playoff, and championship).  Coaches’ information must also be uploaded to the USA Lacrosse Program Portal for verification.

COACHES’ PRESEASON MEETING AND COACHES CODE OF CONDUCT
All coaches are required to attend an annual preseason meeting which will be scheduled by the YCLA Board.

The purpose of the meeting will include:
· Review of season structure
· Rules of play
· Sportsmanship behavior guidelines
· Other rules, regulations, and expectations

During the meeting, questions and comments will be limited to 5 minutes per person.  Questions and concerns may be submitted to YCLA before or after the meeting for further consideration.  Attendance is mandatory.  All coaches will be required to follow the YCLA structure, policies, and governance.

Any coach who does not attend the meeting, fails to sign the YCLA Coaches’ Code of Conduct, and/or fails to meet the coaching requirements set forth in this Manual will be disqualified from coaching during that season.


COACHES’ CODE OF CONDUCT
All Coaches must sign the “YCLA Coaches’ Code of Conduct” and submit annually to the YCLA governing body no later than March 20th of the current season.  To be submitted electronically via Sports Engine Coaches Registration.
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