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U17 Competitive Team
Player and Parent Information Package
2024



Welcome to the Gloucester Lacrosse Association (GLA)! Below you will find all the information for your child as they go through the try-out process for the 2024 U17 team.

GLA Mission Statement
Lacrosse is Canada's National Summer Sport with strong Indigenous roots. The Gloucester Lacrosse Association (est. 1970) has always maintained a fun and organized lacrosse program focused on fair play and teaching and improving lacrosse skills for all players.
Specific mandates include:
1. To foster/encourage/improve all organized amateur lacrosse within our area.
2. To provide fun/recreation/healthful enjoyment through activities, development instruction and competition for all that desire to participate in lacrosse.
3. To teach and foster fair play and sportsmanship.
4. To provide access to organized lacrosse for players who require financial assistance; help to obtain equipment or transportation as necessary to allow participation.
5. To have and exercise a general care, supervision and direction over players, team officials and executives of the GLA with emphasis on the enhancement of good character and citizenship.
6. To organize and operate a high-level Competitive program; to develop players to a level where they may be eligible to represent the GLA regionally, provincially, and nationally.
8. To undertake to provide appropriately qualified instruction and administration for the Competitive program as determined by the responsible Director.

Team Fees
Competitive team fees vary from team to team. These are in addition to the base registration fee you’ve already paid. The additional money pays for tournament costs, apparel, additional floor time (as the season is extended to the beginning of August), Ontario Lacrosse Association (OLA) fees, coach certifications, and professional development. 

Despite increased supplier costs, City of Ottawa floor time costs, and increased OLA fees, the GLA Board of Directors has decided not to raise competitive fees this year in an effort to help our members with the rising cost of living. As a reminder, the GLA is a not-for-profit, volunteer-run organization. For a detailed breakdown of cost, please contact treasurer@gloucester-lacrosse.com. 

Competitive team fees for the 2024 U17 season are $400. These fees are collected by the team manager and submitted to the GLA Treasurer before the end of May.


Tournament Schedule
Tournaments are expected at each level. For the 2024 season, the U17 tournaments are:

	U17
	Brampton – John McCauley Memorial Tournament
	A/B
	May 31-June 2

	U17
	Nepean – Capital Showdown
	A/B
	June 7-9

	U17
	West Durham – Don Swindells Memorial Classic
	B/C
	June 21-23



Please note that the GLA Secretary has already secured blocks of rooms for these tournaments and your team manager will provide that information as the time arises.

In addition to tournaments, zone playoffs are back this year for non-A qualifying teams. These are tentatively scheduled to take place between July 27-28, 2024. More information will be shared by your team manager.

Practice Schedule
Practices will start after April 21 and run through early August until the Ontario Lacrosse Festival in Durham, ON. Practices are held on Tuesdays and Thursdays at various arenas in our zone. Please be aware that these are subject to change. The schedule for the U17 team can be found here.

The Ontario Lacrosse Festival (also known as Provincials) will take place between August 9-11, 2024. More details on hotels and available accommodations will be provided by the team manager throughout the season.

Volunteer Commitment
Based on feedback from our membership survey last season, the GLA Board of Directors has decided to implement a hybrid approach to our the mandatory volunteer commitment this season. 

As in the past, players and families are expected to volunteer their time in the amount of 4 hours per child registered with the GLA, throughout the season. A secondary option available to families this year, is to instead pay $100 per child registered in order for the GLA to hire someone to fill the hours required to fill our festival/tournament positions on your behalf.

If you have family or friends (ex. high school student needing volunteer hours) that wish to help out by volunteering in your place at one of our events, you will be required to provide that information to your team manager ASAP. Volunteer hours typically cover: time/score keeper, shot clock operator, manning the BBQ, and apparel/raffle tables etc., at one of the festival and/or tournament sites. Details will follow throughout the season.

Festival Dates
Our annual GLA Day will take place on Saturday, May 11, 2024. 

In addition, our annual tournament, the Ray Broadworth tournament, will take place July 5 to 7, 2024. 

Code of Conduct
Parents and players will find, attached in this link, the full GLA code of conduct. Please read through the document carefully as it pertains to each person’s individual role. Overall, the following is expected to be adhered to and will be enforced.

In becoming a member of the GLA, individuals will assume certain responsibilities that will honour both the game and our lacrosse community as a whole. Players, coaches, officials, parents, volunteers, and spectators, will conduct themselves in a manner that demonstrates respect of all others and reflects the core values of the GLA thereby bringing credit to the sport of lacrosse, themselves, their team, and their organization. Any form of unsportsmanlike conduct, behaviour and language that is disrespectful to others or disruptive to the game will not be tolerated. 

As a registered member of the GLA, you accept and agree to uphold and meet the expectations outlined in this code. As such, we have introduced mandatory parent and player contracts for the 2024 season.

Further, the GLA Board of Directors has created a new board position, the Risk and Safety Officer, and has developed an Incident Reporting process to provide a framework for GLA members and stakeholders to come forward with issues and/or concerns related to any negative experiences they/their child(ren) have within the association.

The Risk and Safety Officer and Incident Reporting process are in place to investigate serious issues/complaints/incidents. As you are aware, Lacrosse is a very passionate sport that can sometimes lead to unreasonable and emotional situations. Most issues can be resolved at the team level with communication.

Following an incident, members will have 48-hours to report their grievance as outlined in the form here. We encourage all members to allow for a 24-hour “cooling down” period before lodging your complaint.

Conduct of Respect 
Respect for the game and its origins, our coaches, teammates, opponents, the officials, and ourselves is a cornerstone of the GLA’s core values. The GLA seeks to foster a lacrosse community that promotes diversity and inclusion and encourages understanding, appreciation, and acceptance of our members. Coaches, officials, parents, and spectators are expected to always model respectful behaviour. Players are expected to show respect, decency and sportsmanship towards their coaches, officials, teammates and opponents both on and off the floor. No discriminatory or derogatory comments or behaviour targeted towards an individual or group based on their race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, or socio-economic status will be tolerated. There is zero tolerance for disrespectful behaviour and language including signs, gestures, degrading personal comments, or any act which reflects unfavourably upon our lacrosse community. 

The GLA has a zero-tolerance policy for disrespectful behaviour and will enforce this policy to the maximum. If conduct by a registered member is deemed unacceptable, the Board of Directors will review the reported conduct and determine whether disciplinary or other action is appropriate. Parents and spectators who do not follow the GLA code of conduct, will be asked to leave the arena by a GLA Board member(s) or another authority in attendance and will be reported to the GLA.
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