MICHIGAN AMATEUR HOCKEY ASSOCIATION DISTRICT 4 MEETING
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8th, 2025
District 4 Chair Popma called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM. Minutes recorded by D4 Chair/Secretary Popma. Meeting held at USA Hockey Arena
DIRECTORS PRESENT:	Chairman John Popma, Treasurer Shelly-Ann Dow, Director Kim Gearns, and Director Bob DeSpirt
COUNCIL PRESENT:	Council Member Maria Biederman, Council Member Nick Zajas

ABSENT:	Director Henrik Impola, Director Gordie Lietz, Director Tom Krzyzak, and Council Member Greg Hames
GUESTS:	Joe Riccardi (Grand River), Aaron Lewicki (2016 Compuware coach), Michael Wainwright (16U and 18 MEH coach), Caryn Michalak (Kensington Valley), Bill Williams (D4 Referee-In-Chief)

OPEN CALL:	none
MINUTES:	Review June 2025 minutes. Motion to approve by Director DeSpirt, 2nd by Director Gearns, YES votes from Treasurer Dow and Council Member Biederman, ABSTAIN by Council Member Zajas. PASSES. No minutes from July (MAHA Summer Meeting) or August (D4 Association Kickoff Meeting)

D4 CALENDAR:	October meeting to be held October 13, 2025.
 TREASURER’S REPORT:
· Treasurer Dow had nothing to report.
DISTRICT CHAIR REPORT:
· Association Kickoff meeting was held on August 11, 2025, and attended by all but three
associations (Jimmy John’s, Novi, Orchard Lake)
· Closest rink exceptions (7 to D4 approved, 8 from D4 approved / 12 to D4 denied, 1 from  D4 denied)
· Interstate transfers for completed for Honeybaked (x2) and Canton.
· All affiliate agreements have been completed. No independent teams per USAH registrars.
· Reminder of Sports Engine spoof emails.
MAHA CONGRESS REPORT:
· Director DeSpirt reported needing to review District locker room policy and adoption of SafeSport handbook policy.

MAHA D4 2509_public.docx

· MAHA seeking list of rink contacts
· Request for new committee members to avoid conflict and overlap.
· New supplemental discipline process in process by the MAHA.
ASSOCIATION/CLUB REPORTS:
· Grand River inquired about a play down exception. Referred to USA Hockey
· Livonia 10U-B coach advertising a Selects team with practices, games, and tournaments –
contrary to the rostering rules for tournament teams. (Gordie to contact).
· Kensington Valley reporting Biggby AAA teams still skating out of Brighton. Forward to MAHA BOD
· Completed T3 associations: Canton (2 10U teams drafted 8/9, reviewed and confirmed by Treasurer Dow), Grand River (10U and 12U single entry confirmed), Honeybaked (10U and 12U single entry certified), Livonia (3 10U, 2 12U, 2 14U drafted 8/29-29 w/ Director Lietz), Hartland (no T3 teams), Victory Hoinda (no T3 teams).
· Partial T3 associations: Kensington Valley (2 10U drafted 9/2 w/ Director Gearns, waiting for single entry forms)
· Incomplete T3 associations: Birmingham, Compuware, Jimmy John’s, Lakeland, LCFH, Novi,
Orchard Lake, Plymouth, USA Hockey Club of Michigan
· Nothing to report from adults, or disabled.


RULES:


· Director Lietz not present to report. Review of proposed rules moved to next meeting.
· Per 2025-26 Tournament Guidebook all teams must be compliant at the time of credentialling; 30% rule violations will deem teams immediately ineligible, roster invalid, and HC subject to discipline,


COACHING:
· Director Impola not present, but coaching links emailed to association leadership.
· 6U/8U coach certifications needed for Learn to Skate and Learn to Play.
· Level 1 coaching certificate required for 10U
SAFESPORT/CONCUSSION:
· Updates provided.

DISTRICTS/STATES:
· October playoff entries: Birmingham Rangers Red Split, Jr Highlanders 16U (not entered into states), Crusaders 16U, Plymouth Flyers 16U, Birmingham Rangers Red Split 16U, Little Caesars Farmington Hills 16U Split, Michigan Legacy Hockey 16U, Farmington Hills Little Caesars 16U, USA Eagles 16U, Livonia Knights 16U, MHA-Grey 16U, MEH 16U, Little Caesars
18U AA, Novi Firecats (moved to JV/Prep), MVA Wings 18U, MVA Lions 18U MEH 18U, MHA- Navy 18U
· Credentialling date will be set ahead of October 3, 2025 for playoffs to begin October 17, 2025.

BLOCK GRANTS:	Treasurer Dow reported that applications are open with a due date of November 1, 2025.
MITES:	Director Lietz not present to report.
WEBSITE:	Director DeSpirt has done a lot of cleanup work on website.
DISCIPLINE:
· 22 carry-over suspensions. 5 served. 17 remaining.
· 23 Game Misconduct penalties for the season.
· No Match penalties for the season – one supplemental match under review.
· Errors will only be corrected within 7 days. 2 errors submitted/ pending corrected.

OLD BUSINESS:
· D4 apparel budget/financials. Greg ordered (no further update)
· Livonia SafeSport monitoring. No updates appeared to have been resolved by SafeSport hearings.

NEW BUSINESS:
· D4 Council roster: Council Member Hames (needs volunteer # vs ref #), Council Member Biederman (needs background)
· Council Member affirmation. Motion to affirm Council Members Hames, Biederman, and Zajsas by Director DeSpirt, 2nd by Treasurer Dow, YES votes from Director Gearns and Chair Popma, ABSTSIAN by Council Members Biederman and Zajas. PASSES
· D4 mission statement (move to next month for time)
· LCFH 30% rule – awaiting plan from association.
· Complaint about BIGGBY teams participating in Brighton. TO MAHA BOD for jurisdiction
· Complaint about LC teams not wearing helmets in Detroit. Director Lietz to contact.
· Locker room monitors (move to next month for time)
· Exceptions reviewed and action

OPEN END CALL:	Aaron Lewicki explaining his exception request, Michael Wainwright explaining his exceptions requests.

ADJOURNMENT:	Motion to adjourn made by Director Gearns, 2nd by Treasurer Dow. The meeting was adjourned at 8:18 P

