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Minnesota Hockey Executive Director Report

Glen Andresen – June 22, 2019
2019 Minnesota Hockey Golf Benefit
The 2019 Minnesota Hockey Golf Benefit will be held at Bunker Hills on Tuesday, July 16. We are on a good pace to fill up, and will look to be completely filled with foursomes and hole sponsors coming out of this weekend. If your District or organization is going to take part, but you haven’t let me know yet, please do so. 

Fees for this year’s benefit were raised slightly: $1250 for a Championship Level Sponsor (same as last year), $750 for a foursome, $375 for a hole sponsorship and $225 for an individual golfer. 

Thank you to all of those that have signed up to fill a group, or sponsor a hole. 

Thus far, we are ahead of last year’s pace to fill up our tee times, but we still have room. If you have any others that may be interested, please let me know.  
Little Wild
The Little Wild Learn to Play program is entering its sixth year, and will be held at 21 locations again this year. One of those locations will be at the TRIA Rink in downtown St. Paul, and will aimed at families of children from diverse backgrounds. The Minnesota Wild Foundation is going to cover the cost for all of these players to participate.
All Metro locations are filled, and most Greater Minnesota locations are nearing capacity, which is 60. The locations in Brainerd, Grand Rapids and Marshall have been slow to fill, so if you’re in those areas, please help spread the word about this great program.
As a reminder, each participant is outfitted head-to-toe in brand new gear, including skates and stick. All participants will be invited to attend a Little Wild graduation ceremony at Roy Wilkins auditorium on Saturday, September 21. That will be immediately followed by a Wild preseason game, with each graduate getting a ticket.
Repeat hosts: Woodbury, Plymouth, Duluth, Bloomington, Forest Lake, Lakeville, Marshall, Burnsville, TRIA Rink in St. Paul, Rogers, Brainerd, St. Louis Park, Hastings and Eden Prairie

New hosts: Grand Rapids, Brooklyn Park (North Metro), Shakopee, Sartell, Mankato and Stillwater 

Diversity Project

This offseason has marked the beginning of what will be a long and challenging, but very worthy initiative as we work to increase diversity in Minnesota Hockey. Coincidentally, this is also a major push with USA Hockey, and it looks as if they are excited about what we are doing and are looking to support our push. 
Thus far, I have met with Kevin King and Clinton Warren, who are Sports Management professors at the University of Minnesota. They are going to make this a project for their students in the fall, to come up with an event to attract boys and girls of colors to try hockey. They will also be assisting us with conducting two focus groups on July 9 and July 11. The first focus group will be families of color that do participate, or have participated in hockey. The other group will be families of color that have not participated in hockey. 

In addition to trying to figure out how to make hockey more attractive to these players, we need to figure out if we are providing the best and most welcoming environment. 

One thing our committee agreed on is that this is not an “inner city” initiative. There are plenty of families of different ethnicities that can afford hockey. But how do we reach them?

Corporate Partnerships
The good news for partnerships is that there are only a few current partners that need to be renewed. The only two that will need to be renewed are Sun Country Airlines and Viking Trophies, and I will begin discussions with them very soon. Park Dental has already renewed.
Due to our current budget status, this will be an important offseason to land some larger, new partnerships. 
Potential Business: Signature Concepts, DQ, Culver’s, Franklin, Pro 3 Solutions, RexVid, Kwik Trip, Howie’s Hockey Tape, Hyvee
Hockey Day Minnesota
Minneapolis will be this year’s host of Hockey Day Minnesota. The likely date will be January 18 on the soccer fields outside Parade Ice Garden. The matchups for the high school games will be officially announced later this summer. 
Minnesota Hockey Apparel
General Minnesota Hockey apparel was available this past season for the second year via a partnership with Sauce Hockey. Sauce agreed to design and ship apparel, as well as build out the website at no cost. Minnesota Hockey received 12.5% of all revenue from sales. 

To date, we’ve made $626 through the partnership. That number would be higher, but our last compensation of $178 was given to us in apparel that we use for giveaways and gifts. 
Family Mentor Program
Coming off of the Association Leader Conference in May, there was a major spike in interest from associations looking to get involved in the Family Mentor Program. With a full offseason to plan, and Jimmy John’s coming on as a sponsor, this could be a very good year for the program. 

I sent communication to all interested associations on Tuesday, and have already heard back from Grand Rapids-Greenway and Inver Grove Heights as being ready to go. They’ll get $500, Jimmy John’s gift cards for participating families and priority for the Wild Mite Holiday Jamboree. 

The associations that will likely be taking part thus far are: St. Paul Capitals, Marshall, Inver Grove Heights, Grand Rapids-Greenway, Mounds View-Irondale, New Prague, Anoka, Sartell, Coon Rapids and Waconia.  

Streaming of State Tournaments
Tony Zosel and I met again to further explore the possibility of Youth Hockey Hub streaming our State Tournaments. Tony would charge us $200 per game. If we were to add Bantam B, Peewee B, 15U B and 12U B tournaments, that would be a cost of $15,800. 
However, Tony is offering a split of 50% for all advertisers that he is able to find, none of which would conflict with our list of six sponsors that are off limits and would also get exposure. We would also have the ability to control a lot of the narrative (no negativity, no showcasing individual players, no promotion of non-Minnesota Hockey Leagues or programs).
Website/Newsletter/Social Media
See attached for website and newsletter statistics for the past year. 

Minnesota Wild Leadership Summit
The Wild will be hosting a Leadership Summit for High School boys and girls captains and coaches on June 24 at The Legendary Roy Wilkins Auditorium. The event will be held in conjunction with the Wild’s prospect Development Camp. 

I will be one of many speakers at the event, and will be sharing the importance that these players have in their communities, and the impact they have on the youth hockey players in their communities. Other speakers will include Matt Majka, Mike Snee, St. Paul Mayor Melvin Carter, Sam Smith from the Prouty Project, Scott Sandelin, Natalie Darwitz, Karson Kuhlman, Luke Kunin, Hannah Brandt, Kelly Pannek, Troy Pearson and Bruce Boudreau. 
Tier 1 Promotion
We are really working to increase the awareness and spectacle of our Fall Tier 1 League. Registrations have been slower than last year, and we are seeing more competition pop up around the state, especially on the boys side.
· A :30 spot ran on Fox Sports North and other media channels since January to increase awareness

· New jerseys have been ordered and will be unveiled via our Instagram account
· Signature Concepts will be providing apparel, including team-specific apparel

· Still working to get a new streaming service for the games

· Press release and social media to announce team names, schedules, team rosters, new coaches, etc.


Upcoming in July—September

· Gold Rush Girls Camp – June 24 – 27 – Shakopee Arena
· Wild Leadership Summit – June 24 – Roy Wilkins Auditorium
· Never Too Late Camp – July – August – HealthEast Sports Center in Woodbury
· Minnesota Hockey Golf Benefit – July 16 – Bunker Hills in Coon Rapids
· Tier 1 Training Camp – August 9-11 – TRIA Rink
· Blind Hockey Summit – August 23 – 25 – TRIA Rink
· First Day of Little Wild – September 3 
· Hockey Director Conference – September 13 – 15  – Plymouth

	Top 10 Newsletter Articles (Sept. 2018 – May 2019)

	Title
	Clicks

	RULE CHANGES FOR 2018-19 SEASON
	8,610

	REGION TOURNAMENT BRACKETS & MATCHUPS
	8,201

	2019 TIER I LEAGUE CHANGES ANNOUNCED
	5,757

	GIRLS 16'S & 17'S NATIONAL CAMP SELECTIONS
	5,292

	6 BAD YOUTH HOCKEY HABITS
	5,261

	2019 STATE TOURNAMENT LOCATIONS
	4,696

	"B" PLAYER SHINES BRIGHT IN STATE TITLE WIN
	4,281

	BOYS 16 & 17 NATIONAL CAMP SELECTIONS
	4,064

	BOYS & GIRLS FINAL 54 ROSTERS ANNOUNCED
	3,999

	TOP PLAYERS TO COMPETE IN HP FESTIVALS
	3,926


	Newsletter Open Rates

	
	March
	April
	May

	2014-15 Season
	19.32%
	20.40%
	20.82%

	2015-16 Season
	19.80%
	19.63%
	21.02%

	2016-17 Season
	17.08%
	16.13%
	18.56%

	2017-18 Season
	15.81%
	17.59%
	16.12%

	2018-19 Season
	17.35%
	20.04%
	19.54%

	Newsletter Click Rates

	
	March
	April
	May

	2014-15 Season
	3.22%
	4.65%
	4.78%

	2015-16 Season
	4.29%
	6.16%
	7.48%

	2016-17 Season
	3.16%
	4.47%
	5.64%

	2017-18 Season
	2.63%
	5.00%
	5.00%

	2018-19 Season
	3.18%
	5.27%
	6.26%

	Newsletter Click to Open Rates

	
	March
	April
	May

	2014-15 Season
	16.69%
	22.78%
	22.95%

	2015-16 Season
	21.66%
	31.40%
	35.57%

	2016-17 Season
	18.49%
	27.73%
	30.37%

	2017-18 Season
	16.62%
	28.44%
	31.03%

	2018-19 Season
	18.31%
	26.28%
	32.01%


	Web Traffic (Total) – Sept. 2018-May 2019

	
	Visits
	Users
	Pageviews

	2017-18 Season
	1,153,622
	471,432
	3,808,753

	Change
	+5.14%
	+7.20%
	+2.42%

	2018-19 Season
	1,212,936
	505,374
	3,900,974


	Web Traffic (Mobile Only) - Sept. 2018-May 2019

	
	Visits
	Users
	Pageviews

	2017-18 Season
	674,945
	263,708
	1,869,043

	Change
	+14.53%
	+19.36%
	+17.36%

	2018-19 Season
	772,987
	314,753
	2,193,419


Instagram

· 1,376 followers (+53 since April meeting; +660 since last June meeting) 

· Top 5 Posts (since June 2018)

· 4/11 – Good luck to UMD & MN players in Frozen Four – 134 likes

· 3/8 – Lee Stecklein & Kendall Coyne at LPH Expo Booth – 124 likes

· 10/18 – Congrats to Tier I Nationals qualifiers – 118 likes

· 10/29 – Girls HS 25th Anniversary seasons post – 104 likes

· 12/27 – Holiday Mite Jamboree post – 103 likes

Facebook

· 6,604 Likes (+935 since June 2018)

· Top 5 Posts (since April Meeting)

· 4/24 – Good luck to players in HP Festivals - 11,200 reached & 3,400 engaged

· 4/23 – Get Faster & Stronger This Summer article – 5,900 reached & 400 engaged

· 5/3 – Congrats to Summer Camp selectees -  5,700 people reached and 1,200 engaged

· 5/5 – Developing Stick Skills – 4,900 reached and 300 engaged

· 5/2 – Congrats to Boys Nat. Camp selections – 4,700 reached and 900 engaged

Twitter
· Main Acct: 15,989 Followers (+213 since Apr. meeting, +1,827 since June 2018)

· HP Acct: 3,894  Followers (+290 since Apr. meeting, +1,091 since June 2018)

· From Spring to Summer Meeting, our tweets made 330,000 impressions in 60 days, or roughly 4,900 impressions per day. 

· Top 5 Tweets 

· 5/6 – Aney going to play Div. I Hockey – Multi-Sport Promo – 20,800 impressions

· 4/16 – Sandelin announced as WJC Coach – 4th MN coach in a row – 13,100 impressions

· 5/13 – Top Girls 16/17 Selected for National Camps – 12,100 impressions

· 6/5 – MH Announces “Never Too Late” Camp – 9,700 impressions

· 5/28 – Tier I Tryout Schedules Posted – 9,100 impressions

