Sudbury Girls’ Softball
Minor League (Grades 1-2) Rules

League Philosophy:
The purpose of the Sudbury Girls Softball League (SGSL) is to provide all Sudbury and Lincoln girls the opportunity to take part in a skills development based softball program, progressing to fast pitch softball (ASA rules) in the spirit of fun and good sportsmanship.  The overall philosophy of the league is that all girls should have the opportunity to compete, but having fun should be of maximum importance.

Playing Rules
1. Every girl must be allotted equal playing time, including at least 2 innings in the infield.
2. Players are limited to 3 innings maximum at any one position.
3. All players in attendance will bat in a pre-determined batting order.

Playing Field, Equipment and Safety
1. The distance between the back of home plate and the front of the pitching rubber will be 35 feet.
2. Temporary bases shall be placed on the field approximately 55 feet apart (note: permanent bases are placed 60 feet apart.)
3. A batting tee shall be placed near home plate for quick access throughout the game.
4. All batters, on-deck batters, base-runners and players acting as base coaches must wear a helmet with face-guard.
5. The Minor League will use an 11” Safety ball.
6. No jewelry is allowed. Players must remove all jewelry prior to the game.

The Game
1. Games are 6 innings or one hour long, whichever comes first. No new inning should start after 45 minutes.
2. Coaches should use good judgment and suspend a game due to darkness or inclement weather.
3. An inning is considered over when 3 outs are recorded or after you have batted through your lineup. 

Pitching
1. In the Minor League, the coach or another adult is the pitcher. He or she should make every effort to deliver a flat, hittable pitch. The adult pitcher does not field the ball, but the player-pitcher does.
2. No “Hit by Pitch” will be awarded in this league. If the pitcher hits a batter with a pitched ball, the pitch will be ruled a ball and no base runners will advance.

Batting
1. There are no walks and no strikeouts at this level. If a batter swings and misses three (3) times, or if five (5) pitches have been thrown, whichever comes first, then the coach who is catching should immediately bring out the batting tee. The batter continues to hit off the tee until she puts the ball in play. Coaches should keep track of the number of pitches and swinging strikes and not hesitate to bring out the tee. This rule is in place to keep the game moving and should always be adhered to.
2. Intentional bunting is not allowed.
3. Infield Fly Rule is not in effect.

Base Running
1. There is no leading or stealing. 
2. On an infield hit, runners may advance only one base. No bases are awarded on an overthrow. On an outfield hit (if the ball touches the grass) the runner may advance at her own risk, however the runner should stop advancing once the ball has entered the infield/dirt area.
3. There is no sliding in the minor league. 
