From: Jon Hosking <jhosking@maha.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2024 9:13 AM
Subject: Neck Laceration Protection
As you are all aware Thursday will be August 1, which marks the date where Neck Laceration Protection becomes mandatory for all players at with the exception of Adults, where it will be strongly recommended.  There has been some confusion across the country on the implementation of this new rule.  Here are a couple of key points as well as a document that can be of assistance if necessary.
1. In all disciplines except for Adults, Neck Laceration Protection is mandatory for all players.  Junior Players and youth players over the age of 18 are required to wear Neck Laceration Protection when playing in those classifications.
1. Goaltenders who wear the danglers off their masks still must wear proper Neck Laceration Protection
1. Officials under the age of 18 are required to wear Neck Laceration protection.  All other officials are strongly urged to wear Neck Laceration protection.
1. Neck Laceration Protection should be worn for all on ice activities.
1. During games, the first violation will result in a team warning.  A second violation will be a Misconduct penalty.  If a Neck Laceration protector comes off during play, play will not be stopped.  At the next whistle, the player must put the protection back on or leave the ice.  
These are some of the common issues, I am sure that we will have others that will pop up.  When in doubt please let me know so that we can get and convey accurate information to our teams and coaches.
Here is a note that includes the language in the rulebook for some of the disciplines, please note that the High School reference here is for teams playing under USA Hockey.  Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thank you,
Jon Hosking
Manager Hockey Events/ Player Safety Coordinator
Michigan Amateur Hockey Association
248-425-5475
jhosking@maha.org

Below is the language of the rule as it applies the USA Hockey Playing Rulebook, Junior Rulebook and Sled Rulebook. 
It does not only apply to players under 18.  If you are in youth, girls, high school, and junior hockey you are required to wear a neck laceration protector no matter what your age.  The only exemption for age is those players registered and playing in a USAH Adult classified league/tournament.
On-ice officials under the age of 18 are required to wear a neck laceration protector. 

Penalties are like any other equipment violation: following a team warning the next violation results in a misconduct penalty.
For this season, there is no certification required for a neck laceration protector.  The equipment worn must be “designed for that purpose” with cut resistant material.
Hope this helps.

Kevin
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USA Hockey Official Rules and Casebook of Ice Hockey
Rule 304 Protective Equipment
(g) All players, including goalkeepers, in all age classifications except Adults are required to wear a neck laceration protector designed for that purpose that covers as much of the neck area as possible, and are recommended to wear cut-resistant socks, sleeves or undergarments. USA Hockey strongly recommends that Adult players wear a neck laceration protector designed for that purpose that covers as much of the neck area as possible and are also recommended to wear cut-resistant socks, sleeves or undergarments. 
(h) All players who wear the required, or recommended, protective equipment must wear it in the manner for which it is designed without any alterations.

For violation of this rule, following a team warning, a misconduct penalty for an equipment violation shall be imposed.

Rule 501 Appointment of Officials
(c) All On-Ice Officials shall wear black trousers and an official sweater with the current USA Hockey officiating crest on the left chest of the sweater during all games. Any other crest that is worn must be located on either arm of the sweater. The wearing of nameplates and/or numbers shall be regulated by each League.
Each official is required to wear a black hockey helmet, with chin strap properly fastened, and a non-altered halfshield visor properly attached to their helmets. All officials under the age of 18-years are required to wear a neck laceration protector designed for that purpose. All Officials who are 18 years of age or older are strongly recommended to wear a neck laceration protector designed for that purpose.


Rule 501 Appointment of Officials
(c) All On-Ice Officials shall wear black trousers and an official sweater with the current USA Hockey officiating crest or the league sanctioned crest on the left chest of the sweater during all games. Any other crest that is worn must be located on either arm of the sweater. The wearing of nameplates shall be regulated by each League.
Each official is required to wear a black hockey helmet, with chin strap properly fastened at all times (with the exception of the national anthem), and a halfshield visor properly attached to their helmets. All officials under the age of 18-years are required to wear a neck laceration protector designed for that purpose. All Officials who are 18 years of age or older are strongly recommended to wear a neck laceration protector designed for that purpose.
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