
 
Coaching Credential Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: Why are coaches required to have credentials at national events? 

Credentialing coaches at national events was implemented in order to help ensure the safety 
and compliance of all USA Fencing members, including athletes, referees, tournament officials, 
staff and coaches. 

Q: How do I get a credential? 

Credentials will be available for current USA Fencing Coach or +Coach membership (with 
completed SafeSport training and up-to-date background check). Credentials can be picked up 
at each of the national tournaments during the season (North American Cups, July Challenge 
and Championships). Memberships may be purchased or renewed at member.usafencing.org. 
As a reminder, SafeSport training must be completed and background check passed PRIOR to 
receipt of the coach credential. 

Q: Do I get a new credential at every event? 

No. In order to make the pickup process more efficient, coaches will only need to pick up the 
credential once and it will remain valid for the rest of the season. The credential includes coach 
name, membership number and barcode for scanning access. 

Q: Are coaching credentials transferable? 

No. Each coach credential will have the individual’s name and member number. Credentials are 
not transferrable. Transferring your credential to another individual may result in review and 
potential disciplinary actions. In upcoming seasons, credentials will include individual photos.  

Q: Where does the credential get me access to? 

Coach credentials will grant access to the venue and the coaching box for each strip. During the 
course of the upcoming season, new boxes will be added to the venue layout at each of the 
national tournaments. As is done at World Cups, coaches are to remain in the box throughout 
the bout until the one-minute break is called. Per rule t.131 of the USA Fencing Rulebook: 
“During the direct elimination of the individual events, the fencer’s coach, medical staff and 
technicians are not allowed to remain near their fencers; the coaches are allowed to be inside 
the competition area in a place indicated by the organizers.”  

In future seasons, the credential may grant individuals access to coaches’ only hospitality areas, 
educational opportunities, etc. 

Q: What if I don’t travel with a coach? 

Competing athletes will be allowed in the coaching box with the wristband that they were given 
at check in. 

Q: How many people can be in the coaching box? 

http://member.usafencing.org/


Each athlete is allowed to be coached by one individual as detailed above in the box for the 
duration of the bout. If a coach needs to leave to coach another athlete, for example, another 
coach may enter the box with the appropriate credential, but the total number of individuals in 
the box at any given time remains one.  

Q: Are parents given access to the coaching box during their child’s bout if his or her coach is not 
available? 
 
If a parent is a Coach or +Coach member of USA Fencing, the individual will receive a coach 
credential at registration. If a parent is not a current Coach or +Coach member, the individual 
may pick up a parent credential at registration that is valid for that tournament only. With this 
credential, the parent is allowed in the coaching box only during his or her child’s bouts. 

Q: If an individual is in the coaching box without an appropriate credential or wristband, then 
what happens? 

The bout will be halted and the non-credentialed individual must exit the box. Failure by the 
non-credentialed individual to leave the box will result in removal by venue security as well as 
review and potential disciplinary action. 

Q. What if I am both a coach and a referee (or other type of tournament staff) and have a 
+CheckEd membership? 

Individuals that have more than one role will be allowed access to the coaching box with a 
tournament or coach credential. The National Office will work with individuals on a case-by-case 
basis if there are other scenarios not addressed in the FAQs. 

 
 


