
   

 

SNSA ADULT LEAGUE 
PLAYER CODE OF CONDUCT 

 

 

Southern Nevada Soccer Association established the SNSA Adult League in 2007; it started as a small 
league for the parents of players enrolled in SNSA youth leagues.  The mission of SNSA Adult League is to 
provide a family-oriented, fun soccer experience for adult players of all ages and skill levels through coed 
recreational and open division play.  Although league game results and standings are posted, the primary 
emphases of SNSA Adult League are sportsmanship, safety, fitness, and fun. This code of conduct is 
established to ensure that all participants in SNSA Adult League understand the behavior expectations for 
our players and will work together to create a positive environment for our members to enjoy coming 
together to play the great game of soccer. 
 

ABUSE POLICY 
 

Abuse of any kind is not permitted within SNSA Adult League. Physical, sexual, emotional or verbal abuse 
or misconduct from our players, officials or spectators will not be tolerated. Emotional abuse or verbal 
abuse include, but are not limited to, such forms of abuse as: insulting, threatening, mocking, demeaning 
behavior, or making abusive statements in regard to a person's race, gender, religion, 
nationality/ethnicity, sexual orientation or age. SNSA has members of all races, ethnicities and religious 
affiliations, and we will not tolerate hateful conduct. Violation of these policies, if definitively proven, may 
result in a member’s suspension or other form disciplinary action, including permanent disqualification. 
 

PLAYER/TEAM CONDUCT GUIDELINES 

1) Learn and abide by the Laws of the Game.  SNSA Adult League uses modified laws for our coed 
leagues; all players should be familiar with the modifications, which are featured on the first page of 
each rulebook. 

2) Learn and abide by league policies.  Be familiar with SNSA Adult League policies related to player 
eligibility, roster restrictions, and use of guest players. 

3) Show respect for league referees and officials at all times. Players shall not engage in physical abuse 
(an enforceable crime of assault and/or battery under Nevada Statute NRS § 200.471) or verbal abuse 
of the referee, raise questions about the referee’s integrity, or persistently question his/her 
judgment.  Be aware that the referees are trained in the Laws of the Game, are considering the bigger 
picture of the game (i.e., looking at the flow of the game and not just an individual event); they may 
be applying the advantage clause, or may not have seen the event in question due to play going on in 
a different part of the field or being screened by a player flashing across their view at that moment.  If 
you have a question, talk to the referee, accept the explanation and move on.  If there is a question 
concerning a modified rule and its interpretation, consult the field administrator for clarification. 

4) Show respect for the players on the opposing team.  You need an opposing team to have a soccer 
game, so be thankful for your opponents!  Do not engage in trash-talk or negative communications 
with players on the opposing team (see “Abuse Policy” above for details). Do not taunt or “show-up” 
your opponent.  Be a gracious competitor - compliment your opponent when he or she makes a nice 
play and be sure to shake hands after the game. 



   

 

 
5) Regulate your game for coed adult play.  SNSA Adult League has men and women of a variety of ages 

and skill levels, often playing with and against each other. All players need to play under control and 
avoid reckless challenges.  Highly skilled and/or athletic players may need to restrain their games on 
occasion to ensure safety and avoid deliberately embarrassing a less-skilled opponent.  We have a 
50/50 rule that requires male players to yield to female players on a contested ball; the referees may 
not always call it, but compliance is the player’s responsibility.  No one wants to miss a month of work 
because he/she blows out a knee or ankle in a Sunday soccer league game. 

6) Don’t run up the score.  League scoring rules dictate that the maximum goal differential allowed for a 
game is 7, so if your team wins 13-2, the score is recorded as 9-2.  Show empathy for an opponent in a 
lopsided game by employing tactics such as setting a minimum number of passes before shooting; 
setting a maximum number of touches per player; limiting scoring methods (headers only, score only 
off a cross, etc.); or designating a player that rarely scores as the only one that can shoot.  Be creative, 
but always remember to respect the opposing team and respect the game. 

7) Work with your teammates to diffuse conflict.  If a player on your team is playing in a reckless 
manner, arguing persistently with the referee or an opposing player, or appears to be losing control, 
work together to remove the player from the game and calm him or her down (sort of an in-game 
intervention).  

8) Do not use obscene language or gestures.  Many of our players bring their kids to the games, so the 
use of audible obscene language, regardless to whom the language is directed, is a cautionable (yellow 
card) offense.  Obscene language directed toward a referee is a sending-off (red card) offense.  So bite 
your tongue or keep it under your breath! 

9) The consumption of alcohol and drugs at the field is prohibited.  We do not have permits for the use 
of alcohol or other controlled substances at our games; use of alcohol and controlled substances 
without a permit is prohibited by City of Henderson Municipal Code 2.27.030. 

10) Team captains are responsible for spectator behavior.  Some of our teams have friends and family 
that come to watch the game.  Please remind your fans to refrain from making comments to or about 
the referee or players on the opposing team. Spectator communications should be limited to positive 
encouragement or congratulatory statements (e.g., nice save keeper even if against your team).  The 
referee has the right to remove fans and card the team captain should spectator behavior get out of 
hand. 

11) Children must be supervised at all times. If you bring your kids to the game, be sure you have 
arranged for their supervision. 

12) Refrain from use of artificial noisemakers. City of Henderson Municipal Code 2.27.030 prohibits the 
use of artificial noisemakers, including horns, rattles, bells, or whistles by spectators.  

 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR COMPLIANCE WITH THE SNSA ADULT LEAGUE CODE OF CONDUCT 
TO HELP MAKE OUR LEAGUE A SAFE AND FUN EXPERIENCE FOR ALL OF OUR PLAYERS! 


