 February 1, 2026

From: Randy Schaub, Minnesota State Baseball Director
Subject: 2026 Update after Winter Meeting

Coaches/Managers
 
Teams. I want to ask you to start your team registration for 2026 if you know you will be having a team and haven’t already. Marshall Dalziel handles Registration, Sexual abuse, and Concussion certifications. Slick Miller manages insurance forms.  Our Sub-state and District directors need to know who will be playing this season as soon as possible.

The Baseball Committee conducted a Winter Meeting by Zoom on Sunday January 25th.  This is what was decided:

· Division DI-A will again be sponsored by Minnesota ALB after a reassessment of its value to our program. Teams that participated in that division in 2025 will again be eligible for this year’s playoffs. Brady Sweitzer of Rosemount is its director. The state tournament will again be held in Burnsville.
· New contracts to host state tournaments have been drawn up and approved. If you are planning on bidding on a future state tournament, the Board wants you to show up with a completed contract so if you are chosen as a host, we can get it signed. It needs to be in the files of the Minnesota American Legion before it is official!
· The Board will be receiving representatives of sites looking to be awarded as hosts for 2027 DI -Sr State Tournament and the 2028 & 29 state tournaments for DI-Jr and DII- Jr’s & Sr’s bidders need to request a contract from the Board  and bring it to the Spring Meeting at New Ulm on Saturday March 28th at the New Ulm American Legion club.
· Marshall Dolziel will be including a proposal for your team to join Hudl. This is entirely a decision to be made by each team or program depending on your interest. We plan to have Hudl cover our state tournament games. Josh Langemeier from Hudl has said that if a Legion team purchases a camera, it is for a cost of $250. You must register your team, which is a $500 annual fee. Many high schools already use Hudl and have cameras at their fields.
· The Board discussed how each sub-state deals with punishment for teams that choose to forfeit during the playoffs.  We decided that each sub-state should survey their coaches to establish their own rules to deal with this issue.
· The Board has resolved that Division II sub-states will remain unchanged for the forthcoming two-year period.  However, some changes will still need to be made due to new teams that are starting new or no longer participating.

I will be sending out another report after our Spring Meeting. As always, please contact any Directors with any concerns. We are pretty much bound by National rules so if you present something, please read the National rulebook as well as the Minnesota rulebook. We are hoping to take the National rules out of our new state rulebook to avoid redundancies.

As always, my best to you all. If there were no coaches, managers, umpires, and of course players, there would be no Legion baseball! That is not lost on the conscience of this Board!  Randy




