Cape Cod Senior Softball Board of Directors Meeting
April 4, 2023

Members Present: Wayne Draeger, Bob Callahan, Peter Cutler, Jim Gresis, Ben Caswell, Van Khachadoorian, Jim Gunning, Rich Archambault, Bob Potter, Bill Eagan and Charlie Salerno

Absent: Bill Prodgers

Guests: Mike Barry, Bob Snow, Ray Castellano, Jack Avery, Hank Bowen, Mike Hanafee, Bob Kemple and Jack DesChamps


Call to Order

Meeting called to order by Wayne Draeger at 2:00 pm.

Approval of Board Minutes-February 21, 2023

Motion to approve made by Van Khachadoorian, seconded by Bob Callahan and approved unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report-Wayne Draeger

Motion to approve Treasurer’s Report made by Bill Eagan, seconded by Ben Caswell and passed unanimously.

Old Business

Vision Committee Report-Salerno

Charlie Salerno presented the final Vision Committee report which included recommendations for changes in the bylaws as well as tools which may be used by the league to address future expansion and development reflective of the changing demographics of our players.  It was suggested that the League develop a Vision statement to be use to help set goals for it in the future.  This may be done through a committee at a future time.

Motion to accept the Vision Committee Report made by Peter Cutler, seconded by Bob Potter and passed unanimously.

Rules of Play-Mike Barry 

Mike Barry reported on the Rules Committee’s recommendations for the 2023 season:

The following is a summary of the approved changes:
Page 36/Sec.10, G-Plays at Home Plate
(add) If the runner has passed the commitment line with both feet and then attempts to retreat to third base the runner is out when crossing back over the commitment line.

Page 10/Sec.4-Protective Equipment: 
(add) The League requires that pitchers wear a face mask and urges that pitchers use other protective equipment such as shin guards, throat protection cup and chest protector.

Page 12/Sec. 6-Pool Player(s):

B. (change) Pool Players may only play Catcher, Right Field, Right Field and second base positions. 

Page 13/Section.8-Players During Post Season Play:
(remove) Section 8 entirely as this is a Policy not a Rule of Play.

Rule 8-Section 8

Q. (add) In the Rose division only, a runner advancing to second base on a force play may alter their path to second to avoid a collision or interference.  They may be ruled safe by the umpire if they would have beaten the throw or the initial force out action regardless of whether the batter is out or not.
EFFECT:  The runner may be ruled safe if he would have beaten the throw or the initial force out if the runner’s lead foot is at least even with the extended front edge of second base prior to the defense completing the play.  If, in the umpire’s judgement (not subject to appeal) the runner would have been safe at the base he may call the runner safe and the runner is not liable to be put out prior to returning to second base.

Motion to accept the changes made by Van Khachadoorian, seconded by Bob Callahan and Passed by a majority vote.

The Board commended the Rules Committee for their work diligence and work.

New Business

Bob Kemple, tournament Director for the Cape Cod Classic, received correspondence from the Massachusetts Senior Games Committee that the committee was adding senior softball to their list of events.  He explained the structure of the competition and the calendar of events.  He suggested that CCSSL take part in this competition by sending two teams in appropriate age divisions. The event will not conflict with any regular season games as they will be held on the weekend of July 29th and 30th. 

Motion to participate in the games made by Van Khachadoorian, seconded by Bob Callahan and passes unanimously.

Sponsor Report-Bill Eagan/Jim Gresis

A list of potential sponsors was distributed for Divisions 2, 3 and 4.  Bill and Jim reported that there were sufficient sponsors for the upcoming season but that the determination as to which teams would have which sponsors was still in progress.  They also noted which divisions would be receiving new shirts over the next three years. (See SPONSORS-2023 SEASON) attached. 

Policy Revisions-Bob Callahan

Bob Callahan presented the recommended policy changes for 2023.  Each section with revisions was considered in turn and a vote was taken to accept or reject it.  The final report with the approved changes is attached (see Cape Cod Senior Softball League (CCSSL) Policies attached) and a vote to accept and enact the revisions for 2023 passed unanimously.

Commissioner Draeger reported that this season Division 1 would play on Tuesday and Thursday evenings, Division 2 on Monday and Wednesday evenings, Division 3 on Tuesday and Thursday mornings and Division 4 on Monday and Wednesday mornings.

He then reviewed the current registrations and began a discussion on the number of teams in each division for the upcoming season.  While the final determination as to the distribution of teams by division will be made in consultation with division presidents, the tentative structure will be D1-6, D2,-6, D3-5, D4-5 or D1-6, D2-6, D3-6. D4-4 for 22 teams and D1,-6, D2-6, D3-5, D4-4 for 21 teams.  

Van Khachadoorian commended the Capital Improvements Committee for their work over the last two years and their major accomplishment of bringing the Bassett Field into existence. 

The next meeting is tentatively set for the first week in May

Bob Callahan moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ben Caswell and passed unanimously.

Meeting Adjourned at 5:10 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Charlie Salerno
Acting secretary



