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	Notice of Annual Meeting
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Our Annual CAA Diamond Sports Board Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, October 8th at 7:00pm at the American Legion in Chanhassen.  All Diamond Sports (baseball & softball) parents are welcome to attend!  We will vote on board positions that terms are expiring.  More info will be sent out on that in a few weeks.
Links to find descriptions and duties of board positions:
Baseball:  https://www.chanathleticassociation.com/baseball-leadership
Softball: https://www.chanathleticassociation.com/softball-leadership



	Golfers Needed for our 4th annual Golf Fundraiser!
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Please join us Monday, Sept 25th for our 4th Annual Golf Fundraiser! This is the ONLY fundraiser we do for CAA Diamond sports. All proceeds will go towards upgraded dugouts at Lake Ann, new infield at Lake Susan, equipment sheds at the fields, equipment upgrades, and also will help provide any scholarships for families that need assistance. 
We encourage the newer CAA families to register and meet other families in our CAA Diamond Sports community, and/or bring your friends and family. It's a fun event!
11:00am - Check in, Lunch and Range
1:00pm - Shotgun start
~6:00pm - Dinner and Awards
Don't have a foursome? Don't want to gather a foursome but still want to golf? Register yourself and we will take care of the rest! $150 for an individual player or $600 for a foursome. Includes lunch & dinner!
Registration Link: HERE



	Open Positions - Volunteers Needed!
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New Position!!!  We are adding a much needed new volunteer role and are looking for the right person to fill it. 
Director of Field Operations/City Liaison - Accountable for managing the general upkeep of our Baseball and Softball facilities and field related capital projects.
Main duties:
· Manage any general field maintenance issues throughout the season (partner with Parks Department and/or Dugout Club).
· Lead larger capital project initiatives with Parks Department & Dugout Club.
· Lead Field Day (spring setup, fall take down).
· Accountable for field related budgets (rakes, drags, netting, mounds, field box supplies, etc…)
· Provide and manage solutions for parent or coach feedback on field issues that come up during the season.
Open Position!  Our volunteer who has coordinated the golf fundraiser for the last 4 years has decided to retire from her position.  We are looking for a new volunteer to take over for her and you could shadow her at this Septembers event to learn more or get trained in!
Coordinator for Golf Fundraiser – Plans and executes annual golf fundraiser.
· Secure and manage venue for event
· Develop a plan to recruit golfers for event, track and manage golfer list
· Oversee marketing efforts of the event (partner with Communications role to spread the word about the event and create excitement)
· Secure volunteers for day of event execution
· Partner with Marketing board member for hole sponsors and prize donations
· Manage additional fundraising events day of (raffle- procure items, sell tickets, etc)
· Run silent auction (procure items, set up auction, manage auction, distribute prizes)
Please send an email to caadiamondsports@gmail.com if you have questions or are interested in either of these positions.  Both will fulfill the volunteer requirement for the season.



	Baseball Season Recap
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Metro/Tournament Teams
During the 2023 baseball season, the CAA had 21 teams participate at the tournament / metro level.  This group encompasses players from 9 through 15 years old and includes 247 athletes.
There were 18 teams that played in the Metro Baseball League (MBL).  These teams each played 12-14 games from late April through early July against teams from the greater metro area.  Combined the CAA teams finished close to .600 in the regular season with the 11A Blue, 11AAA, 13A White and 14AA teams winning their respective regions.  Then 7 of the 18 teams also played in the league playoffs highlighted by all teams either finishing 1st or 2nd in their respective playoff regions.
In addition to league play, all 21 teams participated in weekend tournaments throughout the year.  CAA teams earned 9 tournament titles and 28 2nd and 3rd place finishes.  A special highlight of the regular tournament season was the 11A White team winning the Chan Challenge!
Lastly our teams showed very well at the State tournaments, highlighted a 2nd place finish by the 13AA team, 3rd place finishes by the 15AAA team in MBT both MYAS, and a 4th place finish by the 15AA team in MYAS.
Congrats to all the Tournament / Metro teams fun and successful 2023 season, and to all the coaches for the time and energy you put in this year!
9’s In-House League
Our 9-year-old In-House league came to a close on Thursday, June 29 with a spirited championship game in which the Brewers defeated the Red Sox, 12-9.  Congratulations also to the Blue Jays, Nationals, Padres, and Angels on a terrific 2023 9IH season!  Finally, thank you to the families, volunteers, and umpires who made it possible for our players and coaches to bring us great baseball this summer.  Looking forward to seeing you all for 10 Travel or 10/11 SW Metro community league next season!
SW Metro League
Chanhassen's SW Metro League teams provide a great opportunity for players to continue playing exciting baseball outside the MBL travel leagues.  This past season, Chanhassen fielded five teams: 3 teams at the 10-11 y/o level; 1 team at the 12-13 y/o level; and 1 team at the 16-18 y/o level.  Each team showed well in the regular season and competed hard in their playoff tournaments.  
Special congratulations goes out to the 16-18 team, which had a very strong year.  The squad took second place in their playoff tournament, after a third-place regular season finish (8-4).  A photo of the team with their trophies is below--congrats, team!



	



	



	Machine Pitch Tournament Recap
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For the last five years we’ve been working to make the machine pitch tournament a special event. Our goal is to offer a memorable experience for 7 and 8-year-old ball players that did more than just focus on the game. We aim to build a stronger CAA Diamond Sports community and provide families with insights into the future of youth baseball. This tournament celebrates sportsmanship and teamwork, while also encouraging parents to be active volunteers in our community. We instilled values like respect and integrity through competition. Ultimately, we hope that this experience inspires players and families to continue with 9U baseball and even venture into tournament baseball. This year was a shinning example of that!

On Saturday, July 8th all eleven Machine Pitch teams came together to play their end of the season tournament. The day began early with games starting at 9:00AM at Chanhassen Rec Center. Each team was guaranteed to play 2 games. It was a straight bracket tournament and teams either advanced or played a consolation game. At one point we had 5 games going at once. Once the field was narrowed to four teams, we took a bit of a break.
We resumed play at the Chanhassen High School Softball Stadium. With free beverages, peanuts, and ice cream for the all the kids from the league. We started with our Third place game between the Rochester Red Wings and the Sugarland Space Cowboys. With Denny Laufenburger (voice of the Redbirds) introducing the players and calling the game from the box. It was a close, well played game with the Space Cowboys coming out on top. 
The field was quickly reset for out championship game. With the stands full and kids of all ages present. The Quad Cities River Bandits and the Norfolk Tides took the field. A game that went back and forth and threatened extra innings. The Norfolk Tides emerged victorious. The final two games showcased some fantastic baseball for all the players only being seven or eight years old. All eleven teams had a fantastic tournament! It was a fantastic way to end the season. 
This year's Machine Pitch tournament was a resounding success, capturing the essence of community, skill development, and sportsmanship we've worked hard to cultivate. We couldn’t have done it without Jeff Olson and Shawn Cameron of the Dugout Club for field maintenance, Terre Kemble for event facilitation, and all the family volunteers for their invaluable help. A heartfelt thank you to everyone involved, from teams to volunteers, for making it a memorable capstone to the season. 



	Softball Season Recap
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It's hard to believe that another softball season is in the books at CAA, but the 2023 Spring/Summer season has come and gone, although Fall Ball is already in full swing!  This year CAA set another record for participants with nearly 185 girls playing softball from the tender age of 5 (in our K/1/2 program), through 14 years old on our 14U team.  CAA formed four teams at the K/1/2 level, three teams at 8U, four teams at 10U and four more at 12U!  2023 also marked the return of 14U to CAA for the first time since perhaps anyone reading this can remember... It is our hope at CAA that everyone had a positive experience, players and parent alike.  No organization is perfect and not every game ends in a victory, but these young girls will remember the fun they had, the friendships formed and especially those ice cream and pizza and maybe even pools parties that make summer a blast!
Once again CAA hosted two softball tournaments - the 10U B qualifier with 30 teams at Lake Ann then the 12U Tier 5 State Tournament with 16 teams at Lake Ann.  These tournaments were a great success and Chanhassen received many high praises for providing a great venue, well prepared fields, great variety of concessions and an overall fun experience for the estimated 1,500 people in attendance.  Derek Gunderson, the tournament director has managed to pull together all of this and we can't thank him enough on the softball side for all the work he puts in to manage all aspects of running a tournament, which are many!
2023 also was the last year that MN Softball aligned to the birth year age groups.  Starting this fall and going forward the age cutoff for softball will be August 31st.  CAA will continue to remind parents and keep links updated regarding this and for now please refer to the following link if you have a question about where your daughter will place in her age group:  https://mnsoftball.com/pages/cms/age-calculator
Player evaluations are right around the corner!   The registration link was emailed out yesterday and is also live on the website.  The past four years CAA has held player evaluations PRIOR to fall ball and due to multiple factors the decision was made this year to move this to AFTER fall ball.  Reminder that the dates to keep open for player evaluations is September 29th - October 1st.  More details to come.
The continued growth in our clinics, instructions, mini-camps and coach training offer multiple opportunities for our daughters to learn and enjoy this wonderful game of softball.  It takes a lot of planning and coordination to secure instructors, facilities, fields, equipment, etc. to put together a fun, worthwhile and valuable clinic.  As CAA continues to grow, the desire for clinics will also grow, so please remain on the lookout for more options and also don't hesitate to reach out if you're able to lend a hand in bringing more training options to our community.
Thank you to our coaches who devote so much of their time and energy in making this a great experience for the girls and giving them memories that will last a lifetime.  To all you head coaches, a very special thank you for hauling gear, setting lineups, creating practice plans and dealing with all the logistics that come with keeping a team and parents up to date on all the events and changing schedules that inevitably occur.  Remember, the mark of a successful youth association coach is that the players come back to play again - they will get better the more they keep playing!
To the CAA board members, a special note of appreciation for the countless hours spent away from family to coordinate and plan for the best experience possible for these 185 girls!  This organization would not exist without volunteers who have a passion and desire for sports, building a community and organizing an association for the betterment of our youth.  If you are interested in serving in a board role or as a key volunteer please don't hesitate to reach out.
A shout out to the dugout club for all their help and support in maintaining fields and allowing for games and practices to occur!  They work behind the scenes but their efforts are crucial so please check out their website to learn more about how to support or be involved in what they offer to our softball community:  https://www.dugout-club.org/



	Volunteer Update
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It's a new volunteer season!  Any volunteer hours from 8/1/23 - 7/31/24 will count toward next season's volunteer requirement.  Now is a great time to plan ahead for when you'll fulfill our 8 credit hour requirement.  Check out the Volunteer Corner on our website (under Baseball and Softball) to refresh your understanding of our policy and read our updated FAQ.  You can also check out the Volunteer Season At-A-Glance tab, which will be updated soon for the 23-24 season, to get an idea of when our volunteer opportunities will be available.  We couldn't run the program without you, so thank you for volunteering! 
Link to Volunteer Info/Policies



	Dates to Remember:
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Baseball
· Sept 9th (approximately)– Metro/Tournament age 9-14 teams released
· Sept 25th – Golf Fundraiser @ Deer Run
· Oct 8th – Diamond Sports Annual Meeting
Softball
· Sept 25th – Golf Fundraiser @ Deer Run
· Sept 29th-Oct 1st - Softball tryouts @ Lake Ann Park 
· Oct 8th – Diamond Sports Annual Meeting
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