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WELCOME 

Dear Friends: 

On behalf of Okanagan Hockey Colorado, Team Colorado, and the Colorado Amateur Hockey 
Association (CAHA), we would like to welcome you and your team to the 2026 Rocky Mountain 
District Championship Tournament to be played February 26 – March 1, 2026, at the Family 
Sports Ice Arena and South Suburban Sports Complex in the greater Denver, Colorado, area.  

It is necessary that each team complete certain preliminary procedures, so the tournament 
may operate as efficiently as possible. Detailed information about such procedures will be 
found in this Guidebook. Please review this information carefully before you arrive. It is vital 
that all required forms be submitted to the designated personnel according to the schedule 
indicated in the document “Pre-Arrival Timeline.” Feel free to make extra copies of all 
documents included in this Guidebook.  

Information regarding host venues and other pertinent details are included in this Guidebook. 
Please distribute it to all persons who will be accompanying your team.  

Thank you for your help in assuring the success of our District Tournament. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact Nikki Hunt via email at HuntFamily2005@gmail.com or 
text/call (360) 286-7469 or Brooke Wilfley via email at BWilfley@AcesSportsAcademy.com or 
text/call (303) 335-6144. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:HuntFamily2005@gmail.com
mailto:BWilfley@AcesSportsAcademy.com
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TOURNAMENT CONTACTS 
Tournament Directors 

Ted Skinner 
Phone: (303) 489-4543 

Email: teskinner4@gmail.com 

Doug Ritter 
Phone: (972) 965-6461 

Email: ritterdoug1@gmail.com  

TC Lewis 

Phone: (281) 235-2162 

Email: tlewis@aerodromes.com 

Kathleen Smith  
Phone: (801) 755-2167 

Email: utahamhockey@gmail.com  

Mark Servaes 

Phone: (713) 204-6066 

Email: markrservaes@gmail.com  

Bruce Urban 

Phone: (907) 232-2098 

Email: bruceurban60@gmail.com 

Tournament Chairpersons 
Brooke Wilfley (Youth) 
Phone: (303) 335-6144 

Email: bwilfley@acessportsacademy.com 

Nicole Hunt (Girls) 
Phone: (360) 286-7469 

Email: huntfamily2005@gmail.com  

Colorado Affiliate 
Tom McGann (President) 
Phone: (303) 514-4628 

Email: president@coloradohockey.org 

Matt Egan (Growth VP) 
Phone: (720) 480-3984 
Email: growth@coloradohockey.org 

Team Credentialing 
Darla Thompson (RMD Registrar) 
Phone: (972) 365-3125 

Email: darla.thompson@usahockey.org 

Referee-In-Chief 
Ken Reinhard (RMD) 
Phone: (817) 994-7818 

Email: ken@kkjreinhard.net 

Rob Coggin (Colorado) 
Phone: (713) 331-7344 
Email: cohockeyric@gmail.com 

District Secretary/Webmaster 
Kristy Aguirre  
Phone: (480) 203-6950 

Email: kaguirre@jrcoyotes.org 

  

mailto:teskinner4@gmail.com
mailto:tlewis@aerodromes.com
mailto:markservaes@gmail.com
mailto:bruceurban60@gmail.com
mailto:bwilfley@acessportsacademy.com
mailto:huntfamily2005@gmail.com
mailto:president@coloradohockey.org
mailto:growth@coloradohockey.org
mailto:ken@kkjreinhard.net
mailto:cohockeyric@gmail.com
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
Tournament Director 
A USA Hockey District Director or his/her designee from the Rocky Mountain District shall be named 
Tournament Director.  Ted Skinner will act in such capacity for this Tournament. 

Game Sites 
All games will be played at the following locations (Hours 5a – 11:30p) 

• Family Sports Ice Arena: 6901 S. Peoria St, Centennial, CO 80112; (303) 708-9500  

• South Suburban Sports Complex: 4810 E. County Line Road, Littleton, CO 80126; (303) 347-6968 

Hospitality Rooms 
A Headquarters Room will be open and available at both rinks to all Tournament staff and all On-Ice and Off-
Ice Officials during scheduled games. No parents, coaches, scouts, team personnel, or players please. 

We have a separate Hospitality Room for all Scouts, Coaches, and Team Personnel. No parents or players. 

Snack Bars & Restaurants 
• Family Sports Ice Arena: On-site concessions on the main floor as well as Avalanche Grill on the 2nd 

floor with a variety of food and drink options. 

• South Suburban Sports Complex: On-site concessions downstairs at ice level, as well as full restaurant 
on the main floor with a variety of food and drink options. 

Skate Sharpening 
• Family Sports Ice Arena: The front desk at the Family Sports Ice Arena on the first floor offers Sparx 

skate sharpening. 

• South Suburban Sports Complex: The shop at South Suburban Sports Complex downstairs (at ice level) 
offers skate sharpening. 

Retail Hockey Stores Nearby 

• Center Ice Hockey: 8262 S University Blvd #120, Centennial, CO 80122; (303)779-2525 

• MonkeySports Superstore: 6578 S Yosemite Cir, Greenwood Village, CO 80111; (303)615-3734 

• Pure Hockey: 2690 E County Line Rd, Littleton, CO 80126; (303)738-9784 

Live Game Action 
USAHockeyTV: Games can be viewed live and on demand at USAHockeyTV.com/  

Tournament Apparel 
Tournament branded apparel will be available from Northwest Designs for purchase at  both rink locations. 

 

https://usahockeytv.com/
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Medical Care 
Tournament-supplied Certified Athletic Trainers (ATCs) from Children’s Hospital will be onsite at each game  
(1 per sheet of ice) during the Tournament.  Contact information for the on-duty ATC will be posted in the 
hospitality room and with each scorekeeper. Please see the schematics in the back for ATC locations if you 
have questions during the tournament. 

 
 
Team-supplied Certified Athletic Trainers (ATCs) shall be allowed to work with their teams at District/National 
Championships if the ATC is on the team roster by December 31 (no substitutions may be made after this 
date).  The ATC must be a registered volunteer member of USA Hockey, have current SafeSport Certification 
valid through the tournament, and have passed a USA Hockey NCSI background screen.  The program must 
provide proof of the following to USA Hockey’s Manager of Player Safety seven (7) days prior to the 
District/National Championship: 

1. Current license of the Team ATC to practice in the state where the program is located 
2. Current NATABOC certification for the Team ATC 

At the tournament, the following guidelines must be followed by the team-supplied ATC: 
1. Team ATCs must check in with onsite medical staff prior to each game played to identify/introduce 

themselves. 
2. Team ATCs are not allowed on the bench during the games.  They can have access to the bench or ice 

surface if needed to attend to their players for treatment. 
3. Team ATC must work in conjunction with onsite medical personnel to ensure the best care for the 

players should injury occur, including return-to-play decisions.  The onsite medical staff will have final 
approval if players return to the ice. 

4. Any injuries or playing status must be on record with onsite medical personnel and tournament staff. 

Failure to comply with any of the above will result in the Team ATC not being allowed to participate in the 
District/National Championship. 

Local Hospital and Urgent Care Information 
Children's Hospital Colorado South Campus, Highlands Ranch 

1811 Plaza Dr, Highlands Ranch, CO 80129 

Located 10-15 minutes from each rink, players who have an injury during the tournament may receive 
expedited care here, confirm with the ATC before leaving the facility. 
 
CareNow Urgent Care - Highlands Ranch 
7120 E County Line Rd, Highlands Ranch, CO 80126 

https://www.carenow.com/locations/denver/highlands-ranch 

Located between Family Sports Center and South Suburban Sports Complex 

 

Emergency Action Plan 
At both locations, the staff and officials will follow the procedure below in the event of an emergency: 

 
 

https://www.carenow.com/locations/denver/highlands-ranch
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For any on-ice emergencies: 

• A radio will be used from the scorekeeper’s booth to radio for assistance including requesting 
immediate trainer assistance to help until emergency personnel arrive 

• The tournament host or volunteer supporting at the time will be responsible for calling 911 and 
relaying information to emergency responders 

• Players will be asked to exit the ice and go to the locker room until the emergency responders have 
completed triage and left the scene.  

• Information regarding the event will be relayed to the RMD tournament director to determine any next 
steps or adjustments to the schedule that are required. 

• For any injuries that require a visit to emergency room, Children’s Hospital in Highlands Ranch 
(approximately 10 min from South Suburban and 15 minutes from Family Sports) is a suggested option 
as the player injury can be radioed ahead to the hospital and seen immediately upon arrival for 
support at the tournament thanks to our partnership with Children’s Hospital providing onsite ATCs. 

For off-ice emergencies: 

• The tournament host will work with the rink staff to coordinate the response 

The tournament host will communicate with RMD officials if any communication is necessary regarding 
schedule impacts due to emergency events and all communication will come from the RMD tournament 
director. 

Mandatory Pre-Tournament Meeting Credentials/Coaches Meeting  
A Credentials/Coaches Meeting will be held via Zoom on Monday, February 23, 2026, at 7:00PM MST.  Team 
representatives (Team Manager and Head Coach) will be emailed the Zoom link prior to the meeting. Head 
Coaches and Team Managers are required to attend this important meeting. Failure of Head Coaches to 
attend this meeting will result in their suspension from their team’s first game of the tournament. Failure of 
Team Managers attending this meeting may result in disciplinary action taken against their team. 

For Credentialing: 

The Team Manager will be the team's primary liaison for all official communications between the team and 
the tournament committee. All team managers are required to have a current background screen and 
SafeSport certification. Approval that your credentials are in order, and your team is eligible to participate will 
be sent to the head coach and team manager via email. Teams who need to tie up any loose ends will be done 
by appointment only and must be done prior to the team taking the ice for its first game. *Please contact 
Darla Thompson at darla.thompson@usahockey.org as soon as your team has qualified for Districts. 

For Head Coaches: 

All participating teams must have the team’s Head Coach (as listed on the team’s official 1-T roster and 1-C 
credential verification sheet) attend this meeting. The same Head Coach of multiple teams in the tournament 
may represent more than one team at this meeting with prior approval from the Tournament Director.  Failure 
of a team to have the Head Coach present shall result in the suspension of the Head Coach from the team’s 
first game of the tournament. 

Options for Practice Ice 
Here are a few options for those looking for practice ice while in the Denver area. Additional options are also available, 
but the closest rinks are listed below. Please feel free to contact directly for any ice rental questions. 

• Big Bear Ice Arena (8580 E Lowry Blvd, Denver, CO 80230): (303) 343-1111 

• Edge Ice Arena (6623 S Ward St, Littleton, CO 80127): (303) 409-2222 

• Promenade Ice Rink (10710 Westminster Blvd #120, Westminster, CO 80020): (303) 469-2100 ext. 7224 

• Ice Ranch (841 Southpark Dr. Littleton, CO, 80120): (303) 285-2110 

• University of Denver (2250 E Jewell Ave, Denver, CO 80210): (303) 871-3904 
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TEAM REQUIREMENTS 
The following items are MANDATORY for ALL teams participating in the 2026 USA Hockey Rocky Mountain 
District Championship Tournament. 

Team Entry Fees 
Entry fees are determined by the cost of running the Tournament. Payment must be received before February 
13th or within 5 business days of your team qualifying for the RMD Championship Tournament. The costs 
this year include a base fee in lieu of requiring stay-to-play hotels (see page 11). 

• Youth 13O Tier I – $2,350– 3 teams: 3 round-robin games and 1 Championship Game  
(4 games in this division, ice cut after 2nd period)  

• Youth 14U Tier I – $2,870 – 4 teams: 6 round-robin games and 1 Championship Game  
(7 games in this division, ice cut after 2nd period)  

• Youth 15O Tier I – $2,700 – 3 teams: 3 round-robin games and 1 Championship Game  
(4 games in this division, ice cut after each period)  

• Youth 16U Tier I – $3,270– 4 teams: 6 round-robin games and 1 Championship Game  
(7 games in this division, ice cut after each period) 

• Youth 18U Tier I – $3,500 – 4 teams: 6 round-robin games and 1 Championship Game  
(7 games in this division, ice cut after each period) 

• Girls 14U Tier I – $2,370 – 3 teams: 3 round-robin games and 1 Championship Game  
(4 games in this division, ice cut after 2nd period) 

• Girls 16U Tier I – $2,640 – 3 teams: 3 round-robin games and 1 Championship Game  
(4 games in this division, ice cut after each period) 

• Girls 19U Tier I – $3,260 – 4 teams: 6 round-robin games and 1 Championship Game  
(7 games in this division, ice cut after each period) 

• Girls 14U Tier II – $2,490 – 4 teams: 6 round-robin games and 1 Championship Game 

(7 games in this division, ice cut after 2nd period) 

• Girls 16U Tier II – $2,490 – 4 teams: 6 round-robin games and 1 Championship Game 

(7 games in this division, ice cut after 2nd period) 

• Girls 19U Tier II – $2,640 – 4 teams: 6 round-robin games and 1 Championship Game 

(7 games in this division, ice cut after 2nd period) 

Payment Options 
Payment should be received before February 13th or within 5 business days of your team qualifying for the 
RMD Tournament. 

• Pay by electronic invoice (preferred method): To pay electronically via a QuickBooks invoice with credit 
card or bank account info, email Brooke Wilfley at BWilfley@AcesSportsAcademy.com, and a full 
invoice will be sent in email from QuickBooks.  In the email, please include your team name(s) and 
age/division, team contact, address, email and phone number. 

• Pay by ACH: Please contact Brooke Wilfley at BWilfley@AcesSportsAcademy.com if you need to make 
alternate arrangements to pay by ACH instead of invoice. 

Hotels 
As part of a “pilot” approved by the RMD Board at its 2025 Annual Meeting, teams traveling in to participate in 
the 2026 RMD Tournament are NOT REQUIRED to stay in a specific host hotel.  As such, teams can secure their 
own lodging as they see fit.  However, in lieu of a waiver for the stay-to-play requirement as in years past, 
each team’s entry fee includes $600, which goes to the Hosts of the RMD Tournament to cover all their time 
and effort on preparations as well as cover unexpected expenses during the Tournament. 
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Pre-Arrival Requirements 
Managers of teams qualifying for the tournament should complete the pre-arrival steps as prescribed below. 
Immediately upon qualifying for the tournament, the steps below must be completed as follows: 

1. Tournament “Team Entry Form” – See Exhibit “A” – Click HERE to complete 
2. Completed Credentials Verification Sheet (Form 1-C) – See Exhibit “B”, email to Affiliate Registrar 

Any team qualifying after February 13th shall complete the above steps immediately! 

Facility Information 
Both the Family Sports Ice Arena and the South Suburban Sports Complex share parking with other activities 
occurring at the locations during the tournament, including recreation activities. We encourage tournament 
personnel to get to the rink early to find parking and access to the ice rink. While drop-off/pick-up is available 
in front of the buildings, we ask that you not wait in those areas to avoid blocking traffic.  

Alcohol policy at both rinks:  

• No outside alcohol is allowed in the building at any time. Alcohol, tobacco, & illegal substance use are 
strictly forbidden for all participants (players, coaches, team officials) at any team function or event. 

• No alcohol is allowed at ice level at any rink. If you are at South Suburban Sports Complex, alcohol 
needs to remain on the main floor of the building with RMD Tournament spectators asked to keep all 
alcohol on the main floor of the building and to not take it downstairs at any time.   

At the Family Sports Ice Arena specifically: 

• Players are not permitted to warm up in the main lobby or second floor of the building. We 
encourage players to use the Drillhouse facility on the right of the entrance of the rink. If teams choose 
to use Drillhouse, they must always be supervised, and the equipment inside will be off limits. Players 
are permitted to warm up inside the ice rinks if they prefer, but should be mindful of spectators. 

• All spectators viewing games should go upstairs to the 2nd floor where you can access the seating 
areas to view games. The rink side is reserved for credentialed officials, team staff, and volunteers 
for the tournament only. Only those who have the required SafeSport credential provided by the 
tournament should enter locker rooms and posted secure areas, following all SafeSport requirements.  

• Team buses can park on the far south side of Family Sports past the turf fields.  

At the South Suburban Sports Complex specifically: 

• Players are welcome to use the outside space to warm up. If players go to the south side of the 
building, the lower parking area is a good place to warm up. In case of inclement weather, they can 
warm up on the lower level of the rink inside, but be courteous of any guests or spectators in the area. 

• Game viewing: 
o It is recommended to watch games from the upstairs viewing areas for both rinks.   
o For games on Rink 1, a small amount of space on bleachers at ice level exists if preferred.  
o For games on Rink 2, all spectators can access the stands from the main floor going past the 

restaurant area and entering through the doors.  

• Only those who have the required SafeSport credentials provided by the tournament should enter 
locker rooms, following all SafeSport requirements. The hallways between locker rooms are 
considered a credentialed, secure area, as are the ends of the ice.  You must always have the RMD 
Tournament Credential on a lanyard visible when in these areas. 

• Team buses can be parked on the upper northeast side of South Suburban. 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1y_F2BmJa20bNY_fRYwI7Oihf9XJ4AzJabkn7igjtaDY/edit
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TOURNAMENT INFORMATION 
Playing Rules 
Per the 2024-2026 District and National Championship Tournament Guidebook, “The official USA Hockey 
playing rules shall be used. No protests shall be permitted of the playing rules.” 

Standings Points 
During the preliminary round games, each team will be awarded three (3) points for a win in regulation time, 
two (2) points for a win in overtime or shootout, one (1) point for a loss in overtime or shootout, and zero (0) 
points for a loss in regulation.  More details are provided on page 14 of this Guidebook. 

Game Operations 
Period lengths, ice cuts, points system, shoot-outs, overtimes and tie breaking rules to determine standings 
position shall in all cases conform with USA Hockey’s District and National Championship Tournament 
Guidebook for the current season.  More Game Guidelines information is provided on pages 13-16 of this 
Guidebook. 

On-Ice Officials 
A four-official system shall be used for ALL games in this Tournament except Youth 13O/14U and Girls 14U 
divisions, which will use a three-official system. The Rocky Mountain District Referee-in-Chief, or his/her 
appointee, shall assign all referees and linesmen. Only referees and linesmen with a current Level 3 or Level 4 
certification and complete registration (card and crest issued) as of December 31 will serve as on-ice officials 
in this Tournament.  Any exceptions must be approved in advance by the National Referee-in-Chief and the 
National Tournament Chair. The District Referee-in-Chief, or his/her appointee, shall attend all games to 
supervise officials. All referees & linesmen are required to wear a current USA Hockey crest on their sweater. 

Coaching Education Requirements 
All participating coaches (head and assistant) must have the USA Hockey-required minimum level of coaching 
certification and module completion to participate in the District Championships. Please refer to the Coaching 
Education requirements of the USA Hockey Annual Guide. In addition, all Coaches, Managers, and volunteers 
listed on the official 1-T roster and 1-C credential verification sheet shall be in compliance with USA Hockey’s 
SafeSport Program. 

Number of Players 
The maximum number of players, including goalkeepers, permitted to play in a game is 20; the maximum 
number of players, excluding goalkeepers, is 18; and substitute goalkeepers shall comply with USA Hockey’s 
District and National Championship Tournament Guidebook for the current season. For 15O, 16U, & 18U Tier I 
Youth and 19U Tier I Girls teams only, USA Hockey allows such Tier I teams to roster and dress up to a limit of 
twenty-two (22) players with not more than 20 listed as skaters on the team roster at any one time. 

For any teams that need an Emergency Back Up goalie (EBUG), such team will need to submit an appeal to the 
National Championships Appeal Committee.  The appeal must include the required documentation to be sent 
to the District Registrar Darla Thompson at darla.thompson@usahockey.org before the team’s first game of 
the Tournament.  The District Registrar can be contacted for the documentation required for an appeal.  No 
appeals should be submitted for teams who played all season with one goalie on their 1-T team roster. 

Uniforms 
All teams entered must be properly uniformed. Unless otherwise agreed upon by the teams and Tournament 
Director, the home team shall wear light/white jerseys and the visiting team shall wear dark/colored jerseys in 
all games.  Any teams who violate this jersey color protocol will be subject to a $1000 fine. 

mailto:darla.thompson@usahockey.org
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Operation of Tournament 
Please refer to USA Hockey’s District and National Championship Tournament Guidebook for the current 
season for complete information regarding Operation of Tournament. 

Discipline Committee 
The Discipline Committee for the Rocky Mountain District Championship Tournament shall be composed of 
four (4) people and appointed by the Tournament Director prior to the first Game of the Tournament. Three 
(3) of the four (4) Discipline Committee members shall serve to hear a discipline case.  The referee-in-chief, or 
his/her appointee, is not eligible to serve on the Discipline Committee.  The Committee shall act in accordance 
with the USA Hockey District and National Championship Tournament Guidebook for the current season. 

Discipline & Disputes – All Divisions Youth and Girls 
The Discipline Committee shall be responsible for deciding whether any action, suspensions or otherwise, to 
be taken against a player or team official and served during the tournament. 

The Discipline Committee shall have the authority to initiate action involving supplementary discipline against 
a player or team official whether or not it involves the playing rules; provided, however, that no suspension 
shall occur without first giving notice of the intended action and providing the opportunity for a hearing. 

The Discipline Committee shall have full power to waive or increase the one- or two-game suspension 
imposed in Rule 404(b), Game Misconduct.  The Directors onsite will review video of all game misconducts.  
However, no hearing will be held for a game misconduct (or for player or coach suspension under USA Hockey 
Rule 401(b)) unless deemed necessary by the Discipline Committee. 

The Discipline Committee shall hold a hearing on any Match Penalty prior to the team's next game.  If deemed 
necessary by the Discipline Committee, use of video in hearings is allowed but must be solely provided by the 
USA Hockey contracted vendor for the tournament. 

If a player receives a major penalty during a State/Affiliate and/or District Tournament, the Tournament 
Referee-in-Chief shall communicate with the Discipline Committee, and the Discipline Committee shall ensure 
compliance with the progressive suspension rules (USA Hockey Rules 411 and 615.f) after the game is 
completed and shall notify the team of any supplemental discipline prior to the team’s next game. 

All suspensions incurred in the course of the National Playoff schedule (i.e. District Playoffs) shall be served 
during regularly scheduled games of the National Playoff schedule. In no case may such suspension(s) be 
served in a game occurring outside the National Playoff schedule by scheduling a game not included in the 
National Playoff configuration and having the player serve their suspension in that game. Any player or coach 
on a team winning the State Championship who receives a suspension in the final game of the State 
Championships will serve their suspension during their team's next game on their team's schedule AND their 
team's next game in the National Playoff schedule pursuant to USA Hockey rules. 

SafeSport, Locker Room Monitors, and Secure Controlled Areas 
Locker Room keys will be available for check out at the front desk of each facility. The locker room key should 
only be checked out by a team rostered adult who must be SafeSport certified and screened. Each team must 
follow the USA Hockey Locker Room Policy which requires at least one SafeSport certified and screened locker 
room monitor that will be monitored. Teams not in compliance could be at risk of disciplinary action by RMD. 

Areas of the rink clearly marked in this Guidebook (Exhibits D & E) are reserved for credentialed players, 
coaches, and tournament staff.  All adults in these areas must have the proper credential badge visible at all 
times. Anyone in these areas who do not meet requirements are subject to discipline by RMD or USA Hockey.   
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GAME GUIDELINES 
General Game Information 

• All Games will be played using USA Hockey Rules and the USA Hockey District & National Championship 
Tournament Guidebook for the current Season.  All games shall be played to a winner. 

• All age divisions (Youth and Girls) shall consist of a set of preliminary round-robin games followed by a 
Championship game. After the preliminary round of games, the two teams per age division with the 
most points (after applying tiebreakers, if necessary) shall advance to a single Championship game in 
each age division to determine the Rocky Mountain District Champion. 

• Scorekeepers will use GameSheet on iPads for live scoring of all games in the Tournament.  

Time Management Rules 
• All teams shall be ready to begin play 15 minutes prior to the scheduled start time. 

• Ice cut prior to each game for ALL age divisions.  A 5-minute warm-up prior to start of game. 

• All warm-ups, rest periods & ice cuts between periods plus timeouts shall be placed on the game clock. 

• The game format is as follows: 
o Youth 13 Only games: Three 16-minute stop-time periods (16-16-16), ice cut after 2nd period.  
o Youth 14U games: Three 16-minute stop-time periods (16-16-16), ice cut after 2nd period.  
o Youth 15 Only games: Three 17-minute stop-time periods (17-17-17), ice cut after each period.  
o Youth 16U games: Three 17-minute stop-time periods (17-17-17), ice cut after each period.  
o Youth 18U games: Three 20-minute stop-time periods (20-20-20), ice cut after each period.  
o All Girls 14U (Tier I & II): Three 16-minute stop-time periods (16-16-16), ice cut after 2nd period. 
o All Girls Tier I 16U & 19U: Three 17-minute stop-time periods (17-17-17), ice cut after each period.  
o All Girls Tier II 16U & 19U: Three 17-minute stop-time periods (17-17-17), ice cut after 2nd period. 

 

• Running time is not allowed at any time.  One (1) 1-minute timeout per team per game. 

• For ALL Ice Cuts, twelve (12) minutes shall be placed on the clock for the ice cut between periods, and 
clock shall begin when the last player exits the ice. Upon returning to the ice, before the start of the 
following period, players will receive a one-minute warm-up on the clock with no pucks allowed. 

• A two (2) minute rest period is allowed between the first and second periods (no ice cut) for ALL Youth 
13O and 14U, ALL Girls 14U, and ALL Girls Tier II 16U and 19U age division games.  All Youth 15O, 16U, 
and 18U games and Girls Tier I 16U and 19U games shall have an ice cut after each period. 



~14~ 

 

Game Officials 
Clock and score will be provided by tournament staff. A Penalty box monitor will need to be provided by each 
team. 
 

Team Standings – Preliminary Round Games and Tie-Breaker Rules 
Each team will be awarded three (3) points for a win in regulation; two (2) points for a win in overtime or 
shootout; one (1) point for a loss in overtime or shootout, and zero (0) points for a loss in regulation. 

The Home team for the Championship games will be determined by the Tournament Director. 

Tie-breaking rules to determine standings position are described in full in the USA Hockey District & National 
Guidebook for the current season. If two or more teams have an equal number of points, their position in the 
standings shall be determined by the tie-breaking rules listed below.  If at any point during the application of 
the tie-breaking rules, any or all of the teams can be seeded higher or lower than the other teams, the seeded 
teams will be placed in their position in the standings and the tie-breaking process will begin at Step 1 for any 
teams that remain tied. 

Step 1: The results of only head-to-head games played between the tied teams in the following order: 

• Most points earned. 

• Most total wins (whether in regulations, overtime and shootout). 

• Most regulation wins. 

• Differential – Subtracting goals against from goals for in these games, the positions being determined 
in order of greatest surplus.  A maximum goal differential of plus or minus eight (8) per game will be 
used in tie-breaking rules. 

• Quotient – Dividing the goals for by the goals against in these games, the positions being determined 
in order of the greatest quotient.  If a game has a goal differential of more than eight (8) goals, the 
goals for will be decreased until there is a maximum of (8) more than goals against in a given game 
prior to dividing (i.e. 10-1 game would use 9-1 for purposes of quotient).  A quotient involving dividing 
by zero (0) has higher standing than a quotient from dividing by any number other than zero (0). 
Where two or more teams have no goals against and the quotient tie-breaker is required, the teams 
shall be ranked high to low in descending order of “goals for.” 

• Most periods won – In the games played by each tied team, points will be awarded for each regulation 
period won (2 points) and for each regulation period tied (1 point).  Positions shall be in order of 
highest point total. 

Step 2: If all tied teams have not played each other, the tie-breaking process shall be as described in the USA 
Hockey District & National Guidebook for the current season. 

Preliminary Round Games Ending in a Tie 
If the game is tied following regulation play, one (1) ten-minute sudden-death overtime period shall be played 
3-on-3 (three skaters plus a goalkeeper). At the completion of the third period, the tied teams shall receive a 
two (2) minute rest period, shall remain on the ice, but shall change ends. If the score remains tied at the end 
of the sudden-death overtime period, a shootout will be played as described in the USA Hockey District & 
National Championship Tournament Guidebook for the current season. 
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Championship Games Ending in a Tie 
If the game is tied following regulation play, one sudden-death overtime period equal in length to the 3rd 
period shall be played 5-on-5 (five skaters plus a goalkeeper). At the completion of the third period, the tied 
teams shall receive a two (2) minute rest period, shall remain on the ice, but shall change ends. If the score 
remains tied at the end of the sudden-death overtime period, a shootout will be played as described in the 
USA Hockey District & National Championship Tournament Guidebook for the current season. 

Player Penalty at End of Tied Game 
*Any player serving a penalty at the end of any tied game or at the end of a tied overtime period will continue 
to serve that penalty into the sudden-death overtime period or shootout. 

Shootout Procedure 
Reference: USA Hockey District & National Championship Tournament Guidebook for the current season.  

a. Shootout – The shootout will be conducted as follows with no ice cut or dry scrape prior: 

• A shootout is defined as a player attempting to score a goal and the opposing goalkeeper attempting 
to stop the shooter from scoring the goal. 

• The home team shall have the choice whether his/her team will shoot first or second. 

• All goalkeepers and all players from both teams listed on the official game sheet shall be eligible to 
participate in the shootout. No goalkeepers may shoot in the shootout. 

• The goalkeepers will defend the net they were defending in the 3rd period. 

• Any penalized player whose penalty had not been completed when the overtime period ended or who 
receives a penalty during a shootout procedure is not eligible to participate in any portion of the 
shootout procedure(s) and must remain in the penalty box. 

• The shootout procedure shall begin with three (3) different individual shooters from each team taking 
alternate     shots. The players do not need to be named beforehand. 

• The goalkeepers from each team may be changed after each shot. 

• The players of both teams will take the shots alternately until a decisive goal is scored.  The remaining 
shots will not be taken. 

• If the score is still tied after the shootout, then a sudden-death shootout will be played. 

b. Sudden-Death Shootout – The sudden-death shootout will be conducted as follows: 

• A sudden-death shootout is defined as each team attempting a shot. Should one team be successful 
and the other team not, the successful team shall win the shootout. 

• Teams will shoot in the same order during the sudden-death shootout as they did in the original 
previous round shootout. 

• Teams will select their shooters to participate in any order in the sudden-death shootout, whether or 
not they shot in the previous round. The last player in the first round of the shootout may be the first 
player in the sudden-death shootout. 

• Players in a sudden-death shootout shall not be allowed to take another shot until two different 
individual teammates have completed their attempts. 

• All goalkeepers and all players from both teams listed on the official game sheet shall be eligible to 
participate in the sudden-death shootout. 

• Any penalized player whose penalty had not been completed when the overtime period ended or who 
receives a penalty during a shootout procedure is not eligible to participate in any portion of the 
shootout procedure(s) and must remain in the penalty box. 

• The goalkeepers from each team may be changed after each shot. 

• The official scorekeeper shall record all shots taken indicating the players, goalkeepers & goals scored.  
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CREDENTIALS 
General Comments 
Each team must be certified regarding its eligibility to compete in the Rocky Mountain District Tournament. Similarly, 
each coach and player must also be certified before participating in the tournament. The instructions outlined in this 
document must be followed closely to avoid any issues concerning player or team eligibility. 

Credentials to Submit 
Immediately upon qualifying for the tournament, email a copy of the required credential documents via .pdf files to your 
Affiliate Registrar.  Required documents must include your team’s official 1-T roster, official 1-C credential verification 
sheet (see Exhibit B), all signed consent-to-treat forms, and copies of scoresheets as listed on the 1-C credential 
verification sheet.  Each team’s 1-T roster must include player jersey numbers and positions.  All credentials must be 
received by February 13, 2026. 

Additional Credentials Items 
After approval of the credentials package at the Credentials Meeting, the Credentials Chairperson will return the team’s 
credentials package to the team, and this entire package must always be carried and be available for inspection during 
the tournament. If before, during, or after the tournament, the Credentials Chairperson and/or designated 
representative(s) becomes aware of and determines a player or players is/are ineligible, said player(s) shall be ruled 
ineligible for any/all remaining games, and the team using the ineligible player(s) will forfeit any/all games in which the 
player(s) participated. If it is proved the team’s coach and/or manager was aware of the situation, said coach and/or 
manager will be reported to USA Hockey for disciplinary action. 

Credentials Presentation Requirements 
Each team’s credentials must be presented in a manner that is highly organized and systematic. No team’s credentials 
will be examined unless they are organized according to the following guidelines: 

I. All materials must be in a three-ring binder. 
II. It is suggested that each item be placed inside a sheet protector. 
III. A divider tab with the title of the section displayed shall identify each section of the notebook. 
IV. Information will be presented in the following order: 

Required Information: 
A. TEAM Information – TAB 1 (in order of presentation) 

a. Completed Credentials Verification Sheet (Form 1-C) populated through USA Hockey portal. Signed and 
dated by your State Affiliate Registrar (refer to Exhibit “B”). 

b. Certified Roster (Form 1-T), created through the USA Hockey portal, which has been approved by your State 
Affiliate Registrar, no later than 12/31/2024. 

B. COACHES Information* (TAB 2) (in order of presentation for each individual) 
a. Signed/dated USA Hockey Consent to Treat/Medical History Form for each coach listed on your 1T roster. 
b. Copy of temporary coaching card for any coach who shows having an expired CEP on the team 1T roster. 

C. MANAGER’S information* (TAB 3) (in order of presentation for each individual) 
a. Signed/dated USA Hockey Consent to Treat/Medical History Form 

D. PLAYER’S information* (in order of presentation for each individual) 
a. A verification and affirmation that a review of each player’s birth certificate has been completed by a district 

registrar or his/her designee. When no verification or affirmation is indicated on the Certified Roster/ 
Credential Verification sheet, a copy of government-issued birth certificate or passport ID page for the 
rostered player is required (birth certificates issued by hospitals not acceptable). 

b. Signed/dated USA Hockey Consent to Treat/Medical History Form (signed by parent/legal guardian). 
E. SANCTIONED Scoresheets 

a. Sanctioned game scoresheets to verify compliance with the minimum number of required games for all players 
on Youth Tier I teams and Girls Tier I & Tier II teams. Youth teams/players are required to have played 20 games 
and each player must have played in at least 10 games.  Girls teams/ players are required to have played 14 
games and each player must have played in at least 10 games.  
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EXHIBIT “A” – TEAM ENTRY FORM 
 

Due immediately after qualifying for the Tournament. 
Click HERE to complete Team Entry Form details. 

 
 

Team Name:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Age Division:_____________________________________________________________________ 

USAH Association ID #:_____________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:____________________________________________________________________ 

Head Coach:______________________________________________________________________ 

Mobile:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Email:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Team Manager:____________________________________________________________________ 

Mobile:___________________________________________________________________________ 

Email:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Team Home Colors:_________________________________________________________________ 

Team Away Colors:__________________________________________________________________ 

Does your team have both Home and Away jerseys? Yes________ No_________ 

USA Hockey 1T Roster Team ID:________________________________________________________ 

Team Hotel Name:__________________________________________________________________ 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1y_F2BmJa20bNY_fRYwI7Oihf9XJ4AzJabkn7igjtaDY/edit
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EXHIBIT “B” – CREDENTIAL VERIFICATION SHEET (FORM 1-C) 
 

Due immediately after qualifying for Tournament. 
Email completed form to your Affiliate Registrar.  
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EXHIBIT “C” – RMD TOURNAMENT GAME SITES (MAP) 
 

 
A – Denver International Airport, 8500 Pena Blvd, Denver, CO 80249  
B – Family Sports Ice Arena, 6901 S. Peoria St, Centennial, CO 80112 (303) 708-9500 
C – South Suburban Sports Complex, 4810 E. County Line Road, Littleton, CO 80126 (303) 347-6968 

Rinks are 7 miles and ~15 mins apart 
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EXHIBIT “D” – FAMILY SPORTS ICE ARENA RINK SCHEMATIC 
 
Below is the schematic for the ground floor (ice level) of the rink. All spectators should go upstairs for game 
viewing as the ice level will be credential-only access. 

 

Team Check-in, Tournament Operations, and Hospitality (for coaches, staff, scouts, and volunteers only) are 
on the second level of the ice rink near Avalanche Grill in the Banquet Room. 
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EXHIBIT “E” – SOUTH SUBURBAN SPORTS COMPLEX RINK SCHEMATIC 
Below is the schematic for the lower ice level of the rink, including all credential-only areas: 
 

 
 

Team Check-in, Tournament Operations, and Hospitality (for coaches, staff, scouts, and volunteers only) are 
on the main level of the ice rink between Rink 1 and Rink 2.  
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EXHIBIT “F” - 2025 RMD TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE (YOUTH DIVISION) 

 
Note: All age division championship games on Sunday are in red font & shaded in yellow 
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EXHIBIT “G” - 2025 RMD TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE (GIRLS DIVISION) 

 
Note: All age division championship games on Sunday are in red font & shaded in yellow 
 

 


