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inside scoop

BY LEGACY HOCKEY STAFF

Even years are prime numbers for the Cougars, who are making their fourth state
tournament appearance. They also reached St. Paul in 2006 and, under current

coach Adam Fries, in 2018 and 2020. Scoring balance has been a more tangible key CONFERENCE:

to success, as junior defenseman Shae Gavin’s 16 goals lead six players with 10 or Big 9

more goals. “We’ve played 11 forwards every night all year long,” Fries said. Depth 2021-22 RECORD:
17-10-1

is something we’ve never had before ... ever. But having that many kids who can play
really helps you.”

Last season the Cougars, as the No. 2 seed, lost in a Section 1A quarterfinal to No.
10 seed La Crescent-Hokah. Not a shocking result, given that East was relegated to

STATE TRIPS: 4
COACH: Adam Fries,
9th season, 128-100-10

play a mostly junior varsity lineup because of a COVID-19 exposure announced hours HOME ARENA:
before the game. Senior goaltender Caelin Brueske, one of the few varsity players All Seasons Arena,
Mankato

who suited up for that playoff loss, has recorded eight shutouts among his 17 wins
this season.
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DEFENSE: Gavin has f Is and ¢ 9 RafeBowman 10 F 6 5 1 14 3 o0 @@ Minneaoolis Lo
E: Gavin has tour goals an + 14 Andrew Sorbo M F 2 5 7 19 e o0 @ Brock Waa
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coach adam fries prediction

Fries has three state tournament appearances in his nine g;f.;me Cgl\;lg\gra“rishd_e pi: bt_aihe
seasons leading the Cougars. He was an assistant for cal rleno;;ke;n .f:pg:'s
one season before moving up to lead the program. The d Impact

. fabulous goaltender Caelin
Minnesota State graduate keeps a sharp eye on Manka Brueske up to the challenge?

[l § ) to’s youth program — he was the association’s Bantam ) .
SIIAE.G’AVIII“ SADY LINdBRUE 3 A coach for five years. Facing Mahtomedi and stand-
DEFENSEMAN | oy b O S out goaltender Ben Dardis is
one of the toughest tasks there

is in small-school hockey.
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