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8U Hortonville Youth Sports Baseball Tournament Rules:
Player Eligibility
A. The age cut-off to be eligible for the tournament is listed below. No exceptions. Birth certificates must be available upon request. Cut-off date is based on official Little League Rules. 8U – Cannot turn 9 before April 30, 2022
B. Teams are limited to 12 players who play in the same program. Final rosters must be turned prior to your first game. 
C. Games where an ineligible player is used will be declared a forfeit. Forfeited games will be scored 10-0.

Scoring and Tournament Seeding
D. Each team will provide a scorekeeper, each scorekeeper will provide the name and jersey # to the other team’s score keeper prior to the coin-flip. The home team is responsible to keep the official score book, batting our of order will result in an automatic out.
E. Maximum of 5 runs per inning with exception of the last batting inning for each team which has no run limit. The declaration of the LAST INNING must be done before the away team bats. Once that inning is declared as the final inning, that decision will be final.
F. Run Rule: 15 runs after 4 innings, 10 runs after 5 innings.
G. Coin Flip will determine home team through pool play – Top seed MUST be home team in bracket play - NO TIME LIMIT IN CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES - run rules still apply.
H. Tie breakers for seeding pool play into bracket play will be as follows: 
1) Best Record 
2) Runs against 
3) Runs for 
4) Coin Flip
I. Time Limits/Innings: 6 innings or 1:15 time limits. No new inning can start after the time limit - No extra innings in pool play – Games will end in a tie.

Rules 
J. Each team will bat their entire roster in a continuous order. Each player must play a minimum of 2 innings of defense. 
K. There are no defensive time-outs or player substitutions during a live inning while on defense except for a player who is injured. Players must finish the inning in the same position they started unless injured.
L. If a defensive player is injured and cannot continue in the same position, they must sit out the remainder of the inning and can re-enter the following inning at any defensive position. Coach’s may bring in a substitution for the position the injured player was playing. Injured players who cannot continue will not count as an out in the line-up.
M. All regular infield positions cannot play within or in front of the baseline. All 4 outfielders must remain on the outfield grass or 20-feet behind the bases until the ball has been hit.
N. (3) Coaches are allowed on the field during offense; (1) on first, (1) pitching machine operator and (1) on third. All other coaches are required to be in the dugout.
O. (1) defensive coach is allowed on the field of play during defense. All other coaches are required to be in the dugout.
P. Stalling the game, choral chanting or the use of noise makers by teams and fans is not allowed and will be ruled as an unsportsmanlike behavior and subject to game forfeiture. Coaches are responsible for their behavior, their players’ behavior and their fan’s behavior at all times.

Pitching Machine, Batting, Base Running:
Q. Pitching will be done by a spring-release pitching machine (Louisville Slugger Blue Flame) set on Speed = 4. The pitching machine will be set up at approximately 46ft.  Batting team coach releasing the pitch must ensure everyone is ready before starting the ball in play. 
R. The pitcher may position themselves next to but not in front of the pitching machine until the ball is hit.
S. The pitching coach must avoid a hit ball and attempt to get out of the way so that the player in the pitching position can field the ball. In the event it hits the pitching coach, the pitching machine or the bucket of balls, the play is dead and the batter will receive first base. All other base runners will advance one base.
T. Players will get 3 swings or a total of 5 pitches to put the ball in play, if they foul off the 5th pitch, they will receive another. This will continue until they put the ball in play or strike out. 
U. No Bunting is allowed.  
V. If the batter throws the bat, they will receive (1) warning. If they throw the bat a second time, they will be called out.
W. Once the ball is hit into play the ball remains “live” until any fielder has control of the ball and calls time out while they are within the baseline of the infield. NOTE: All runners' forward progress must be halted before time can be called. Umpires discretion to grant a timeout or not, No protest allowed. Once time is granted baserunners must be completely across the halfway line in order to advance to the next base. If not completely across, they must retreat to the previous base.
X. No Leading off until pitch crosses home plate. If a runner leaves early they will be called out. No warning. This is an umpire’s decision at the time of the play. No protests allowed. 
Y. Players must slide feet first if a play is made on them. (Umpire discretion on whether a play is made on a runner.) Runners can go head-first back to a base that they have already reached. 
Z. Courtesy runners are allowed for the catcher at any time when the catcher reaches base and there are 2 outs. The courtesy runner must be the most recent player to make an out.

A single umpire is in charge of the game and his/her judgment calls will be final at the time of the call. Any disputes over the written rules of this tournament or the rules of baseball will be handled by the tournament officials or any on-site HYS Board Member. The tournament officials reserve the right to change the tournament format in the event of extended delays caused by inclement weather to allow the completion of the tournament. All decisions are final.


