
 	
BURCHARD 

	
	 	

 
This is a year like no other. The myriad challenges brought by COVID-19 make even your effort 
to read this statement remarkable and I thank you for your participation. It is an election of 
greater importance to our sport than any that have come before. No business or organization is 
untouched by the pandemic and sports have been hit particularly hard. The decision you make 
with your vote, not only for President but also the Board, will determine the path our future 
takes. The work ahead demands leaders who will roll up their sleeves, not keep you at arm's 
length; who will join you in the trenches, not retreat to the board room.  
 
I have run businesses that weathered the Silicon Valley bubble and bust. I have coached through 
the ravages of the Sonoma County fires that left many of my students with nothing but the 
clothes on their backs. I know what devastation is for the sport. I know what recovery looks like. 
From that experience, I know the importance of prioritizing the unglamorous work of both 
mitigating and preparing for the worst. In my Presidency, you can and should expect your 
governing body to anticipate, prepare for, and respond promptly to your needs.  
 
While some areas remain unresolved, I am confident there are many initiatives we can begin 
immediately: 
 

Transparency in decision-making and clear communication with the Membership will be 
of paramount importance during our recovery. Monthly online forums (moving to in-
person when permitted) beginning as early as this month to discuss the concerns and 
needs of clubs, officials, competitors, and their families. 

 
USA Fencing must be a safe place for all. Protection for athletes, coaches, clubs, and 
referees will be the benevolent duty of my administration. The membership must be 
shielded from abuse especially in cases of disability, racism, gender, and sexual 
orientation. A thorough review of SafeSport and USA Fencing policies and strengthening 
of reporting safeguards is mandatory. 

 
Improvements to referee well-being and education benefits all participants. I will 
prioritize restructuring the pay scale for referees to reflect their qualification and personal 
investment. With input from the cadre, we will establish clear steps to advancement from 
local to national level opportunities and build equity and inclusion into the process. 
Standardizing the seminar and practical exam experience to ensure quality education, 
follow-up, and support for new officials–including online seminar availability and 
continuing education requirements–will increase the overall quality of officiating across 
the country. An investment in referees holds returns for us all. 

 
The quality of an athlete’s tournament experience can make a life-long fencer or drive 
them from the sport. As Regional Coordinator in a competition-rich area, I have learned 
what pitfalls plague well-intending tournament organizers. I will form a committee to 
reinitiate the Tournament Improvement Program with a focus on providing a 
comprehensive toolkit to ensure uniform standards for venue, staffing, and administration 
of events in every division. I will seek input from athletes, coaches, officials, and parents 
to guide the creation and refinement of standards throughout the coming season. 
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The previous administration had a singular goal of financial solvency. I take a holistic approach. 
We can be a solvent organization AND invest in our membership. These goals are not mutually 
exclusive; they are symbiotic.  
 
I will bring my unparalleled experience to realizing our collective goals. I have over 50 years of 
involvement across all facets of the fencing community. I have been an international competitor 
for Team USA. I am among just thirty-some 3-Weapon Fencing Masters in the United States. I 
have taught kids as young as six to beginners as old as 78. I have coached at the strip of national 
champions and international fencers at all levels. I have served as FIE referee for Team USA for 
over 20 years. I have served on Grand Prix, World Cup, National, Regional and local bout 
committees. I am and have been a member of local boards such as non-profit clubs, divisional, 
sectional and regional governing bodies. I am a club owner as well as a coach in a non-profit 
club and I know the advantages of each. I am a fencing father–first to a youth and junior 
competitor, now to a coach and club entrepreneur. As President of the US Fencing Coaches 
Association, I have advanced coaching education like none other.  
 
The coming season will present unprecedented challenges. As we emerge from the COVID-19 
emergency, USA Fencing must do all it can to assist the clubs and coaches. I pledge to you the 
full compliment of my professional experience. I will honor your vote. Let’s rebuild together.  
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