Playing the Game Safer
Player safety is a core value of Minnesota Hockey as evidenced by our “Respect and Protect” program. In recent years we have become aware of an increasing number of injuries to players of all ages. The heightened attention on concussions in all contact sports has drawn the attention of USA Hockey and Minnesota hockey to take steps to insure the playing environment is safe for all players. In an effort to insure that everything is being done to protect players from injury the Safety Committee and Coaches Committee of Minnesota Hockey are joining together with the Minnesota Hockey Officials Association (MHOA) with a renewed commitment to insure that all players are protected. The focus needs to be a joint effort between the on ice officials and coaches with each group having a responsibility for player safety as outlined below. 

On ice officials are being instructed by the Eric Olson, President of the Minnesota Hockey Officials Association and Steve Tatro, USA Hockey District Referee in Chief, to enforce all check from behind occurrences with the proper penalty (2 & 10 or 5 & game misconduct), and to assess the proper penalties for head contact (minor, major or major & game misconduct) resulting from a check from an opponent. The officials are being advised that alternate minor penalties in lieu of a more severe penalty are no longer acceptable. In other words, the severity of the infraction is not a determining factor in which penalty to call only how much time is served. 

Coaches absolutely must support the decisions of the on ice officials as we work together to make the game safer for all skaters at all levels. Coaches need to teach their players the proper techniques of body checking/contact from squirts all the way through bantams and all through the girls programs. As we move into this program coaches are advised to communicate to the parents of their players that the on ice officials are going to take a harder line on dangerous plays that could lead to injuries. Parents and coaches alike are expected to be supportive of the on ice officials. 

This will take some time to get it right but now is the right time to start working together for the safety of all players. 

Minnesota Hockey Safety Committee

Minnesota Hockey Officials Association
www.mhoa.us 
USA Hockey District Referee in Chief
Hal Tearse, Coach in Chief Minnesota Hockey   halt@minnesotahockey.org
