
CLASSIC DEBATE CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT 
Information 

The 20th annual Classic Debate League Championship will be held at South St. Paul High School on 
December 6-7, 2019.  The MSHSL sponsors the varsity division.   Please register your entries on at 
classicstate.tabroom.com by Wednesday, December 4 at the absolute latest; if you have any issues 
with registration, you should email Todd Hering at Eastview High School and copy Conrad 
Anderson on the e-mail.  Please make every effort to bring the highest quality judges.      

Resolved:  When considering U.S. national interest, maintaining current American military 
assistance to Saudi Arabia is preferable to a significant decrease in assistance. 

Classic Championship Schedule 

Friday, December 6, 2019 
Arrival & Registration: 2:00-2:15PM 
Round 1 (N):  3:15PM 
Coaches’ Meeting  3:30 PM (Library) 
Round 1: (2 for N)  4:30 PM 
Round 2: (3 for N)  5:45 PM 
Dinner Break:   6:45-7:15 PM 
Round 3:  (4 for N) 7:30 PM 

Saturday, December 7, 2019 
Round 4:  (5 for N)8:30 AM 
Round 5 (V & JV) 10:15 AM 
Octa-finals (N):   10:15 AM 
Lunch:   11:15 AM-12:00 PM 
Quarter-finals:  12:30 PM 
Semi-finals:   2:15 PM 
Awards:  3:45 PM 
Championship:  4:15 PM 
Final Awards 5:30 PM 

Fees 
The fee will be $35 per team.  The fees will cover team trophies, sweepstakes trophies, meals for 
coaches/judges on both days, and extra hired tournament judges for Saturday.   Make all checks 
payable to South St. Paul Schools.  [c/o Conrad Anderson, 700 2nd Street North, South St. Paul, 
MN 55075] It is critical that registration fees arrive before or are turned in at the time of 
registration on Friday! 

Concessions for Students 
We will have concessions available throughout the entire tournament on Friday and Saturday.  
Plan to eat in - it will keep the tournament on schedule. 

Directions to South St. Paul High School  (700 North Second St, South Saint Paul, MN, 55075) 

Directions from the North:  From Interstate 94, exit on Highway 52 South (across the Lafayette Bridge).  Exit on 
Southview Boulevard.  Take a left at the bottom of the ramp, and then follow Southview Boulevard (it curves and 
turns a couple of times…) into downtown South St. Paul.  Take a left at the 7th Avenue stoplight.  Take a right on 
Marie Avenue, and then an immediate left, and South St. Paul High School will be right in front of you. 

Directions from the South or Southwest:  Take 494 to the 5th and 7th Ave. Exit. Take 7th Avenue (which is the first 
left if you are coming from the west it would be the second right if you are coming from the east…).  Continue north 
on 7th Avenue until it ends at a stop sign.  Take a right on Marie Avenue, and then an immediate left, and South St. 
Paul High School will be right in front of you 



Questions? 
Any questions should be directed to Conrad Anderson by e-mail: canderson@sspps.org   

Classic Debate Championship Tournament Rules 
Last Updated November 2019 

Section I: Eligibility (This only applies to the varsity division) 
A. In the varsity division, any debater who has participated in at least two official Classic Debate League 

tournaments prior to the Championship tournament is eligible for the Classic Debate League varsity 
Championship.  An official tournament is defined as one that is held on a Saturday, consists of 4 
rounds, and uses the official Classic Debate League topic, time limits, and rules.  There is no 
tournament minimum for the JV and novice divisions.   

B. Varsity debaters who have not participated in at least two official Classic Debate League tournaments 
prior to the Championship tournament are welcome to compete in the preliminary rounds at the 
Championship tournament but will not be eligible for quarter-finals regardless of record unless this 
requirement is waived by the tournament committee. 

C. Debaters entered in the novice division must be in their first year of high school debate or may be in 
their second year if they competed in two or fewer tournaments their first year.  Competition prior to 
the 9th grade year does not count toward novice eligibility.   

D. There is no restriction on who may compete in the JV division.   
E. In order to be eligible for elimination rounds in any division, each round must be debated by the same 

two people throughout the tournament.  Novice teams that rotate members are not eligible for 
elimination rounds.  Single debaters (without partners) are not allowed to compete.   

Section II:  Pairing of Preliminary Rounds 
A. The championship tournament will offer a Varsity, Junior Varsity and Novice division.  The varsity 

division is limited to 4 entries per school (New in 2019:  a 5th entry is permitted but a school may 
only advance 4 teams into elimination rounds at the varsity level).  The number of JV and novice 
entries is not limited.   

B. Teams from the same school will not debate one another in the preliminary rounds. 
C. Teams will not debate each other twice in preliminary rounds unless no other pairing is possible. 
D. In Rounds 3-5 the bye will be assigned to the lowest ranked eligible team that has not already 

received a bye.   
E. Rounds 1 and 2 will be randomly paired.  Each team will get one affirmative round and one negative 

round.  If there is a bye, the team that is awarded the bye will be drawn randomly and will receive a 
win. 

F. Rounds 3 & 5 will be paired using the following criteria: 
1. Any team that has received a bye will have their side set.  All other teams may debate on either 

side. 
2. Rounds will be powered high-low within brackets.  Adjustments will be made to prevent teams 

from debating a second time or meeting another team from their school. 
G. Round 4 will be paired using the following criteria: 

1. Teams will be divided between those who need to be affirmative and those who need to be 
negative (in order to balance sides).   

2. After balancing sides, rounds will be powered high-low within brackets. 
H. In the novice division, round 1will be paired using qualified student judges.  Round 3 for the division 

novice only will be paired off round 1 results.  Round 4 for novice will be paired off rounds 1-3.    

Section III.  Pairing Elimination Rounds. 
A. The top eight teams will advance to the quarter-finals in varsity and junior varsity.  In seeding teams, 

the following criteria will be used (in order of importance). 
1. Number of wins (a bye counts as a win). 
2. Total team speaker points, dropping high and low team scores. 
3. Total team speaker points. 
4. Head to head competition. 
5. Difficulty of schedule (as determined by total opponent's wins). 



6. If a tie remains, a school that does not have another team in quarter-finals would advance over a 
school that has a team in quarter-finals (in the division being paired). 

7. Judge variance 
8. If a tie remains, a coin toss will determine the quarter-finalist. 

B. Quarter-finalists will be set in brackets as follows: 
1.  1st Seed vs. 8th Seed 
   4th Seed vs. 5th Seed 

3 rd Seed vs. 6th Seed 
2nd Seed vs. 7th Seed 

2. Brackets will NOT be broken to prevent schools from meeting in the quarter-finals. 
C. If teams from the same school meet in the quarter-finals or semi-finals they may chose to debate or 

their coach may chose to advance one team over the other without a debate.  The final round must 
occur even if the teams are from the same school. 

D. The top sixteen NOVICE teams will advance to octa-finals.  These rounds will have panels of three 
judges (no judge strikes until quarter-finals).  The winning team in each octa-final debate will 
advance to the quarter-finals and will follow the procedure described above.  In seeding teams, the 
following criteria will be used (in order of importance). 
1.  Number of wins (a bye counts as a win). 
2. Total team speaker points, dropping high and low team scores. 
3. Total team speaker points. 
4. Head to head competition. 
5. Difficulty of schedule (as determined by total opponent's wins). 
6. If a tie remains, a school that does not have another team in octa-finals would advance over a 

school that has a team in octa-finals. 
7. Judge variance 
8. If a tie remains, a coin toss will determine the quarter-finalist. 

Section IV: Judges 
A. Single judges will be assigned to the preliminary rounds.  A panel of three judges will be used in the 

elimination rounds. 
B. Each school is responsible for providing one qualified judges for every two entries or fraction thereof.  

It is the responsibility of the coach hiring the judge to ensure proper training.  Head coaches should 
judge.   

C. The tournament will also hire additional judges to increase the number of available judges.  The 
names of hired judges should be made available to participating schools at least 10 days prior to the 
tournament.  If 25% or more of participating object to any judge within 48 hours of notification, that 
judge will not be hired. 

D. Judges will be graded either as "novice only" or "Novice-JV" and “Any” and placed by the tab room 
staff accordingly.   

E. Single judges will be randomly selected for preliminary rounds.  They may not judge a debate in 
which the school that hires them or the school which they are affiliated with is involved.  They should 
not hear a team twice in preliminary rounds.  

F. In quarter-final rounds, in novice and JV divisions, three judge panels will be randomly assigned by 
the tab room.  In semi-finals and finals the judge selection process outlined in point H below will be 
used. 

G. In the octa-final round, panels of judges will be randomly assigned by the computer tabulation 
program. 

H. In elimination rounds in varsity, a panel of the five cleanest judges (using NSDA guidelines) will be 
selected.  Each head coach may remove one of the five judges, leaving a panel of three judges. 

I. Judges are obligated to stay on Saturday for one round after all teams form their school have been 
eliminated. 

J. At the Classic Debate Championship Tournament, post-round judge commentary to the students is 
prohibited (with the exception of a brief congratulatory statement made to all four debaters).   

Section V.  Tab Room 
A. Questions about these procedures should be brought to the tab room during the tournament.  If a 

coach believes that the tab room has made an error, the tab room should be notified immediately. 
B. The tab room is open to head coaches throughout the tournament.  However, information about the 

records of any team is not to be shared. 



Section VI.  Governor's Cup Sweepstakes Awards 
A. The Governor’s Cup will be awarded to the Sweepstakes Champion of the tournament.  Points will be 

awarded for the number of wins for a team's top TWO novice, junior varsity, and varsity entries.   
B. Wins for the entire tournament including elimination rounds will count. 
C. The Governor's Cup will be presented to the school with the highest point total at the end of the 

tournament.  Other sweepstakes awards may also be presented.  
D. If there is a tie, the first tie breaker will be total points for the top 2 varsity entries, the 2nd tiebreaker 

will be total points for the top 2 junior varsity entries, the 3rd tie breaker  is  total points for the top 2 
novice entries, the 4th tiebreaker is highest ranked varsity team, the 5th tiebreaker is the highest ranked 
JV team.   

Section VI.  Computer Use 

The use of laptop and tablet computers and cell phones shall be permitted at classic debate tournaments to 
flow, to time, to retrieve stored evidence and materials, and to access the Internet for research purposes 
with the following conditions:  

A. Computers or other electronic devices may not be used to receive information for competitive 
advantage from non-competitors (coaches, assistant coaches, other students) inside or outside of the 
room in which the competition occurs.  Information that would be restricted would include but not be 
limited to coach/nonparticipating competitor generated arguments, advice on arguments to run, 
questions to ask during cross examination, and other information not generated by the participating 
competitors.  

B. Internet access may be used to retrieve files, exchange evidence and/or arguments, research 
arguments, and partner to partner communication. These electronic device guidelines do not limit 
communication between debate partners during the debate round.” 

C. Availability of Evidence: Contestants electing to use computers shall have the responsibility to 
promptly provide a copy of any evidence read in a speech for inspection by the judge or opponent. 
Evidence may be printed in the round or produced electronically, but must be provided in a format 
readable by the opposing team and the judge.  

D. Contestants electing to use computers are responsible for providing their own computers, batteries, 
extension cords and all other necessary accessories. Tournament hosts shall not be responsible for 
providing computers, printers, software, paper, or extension cords for contestants.  

E. Contestants choosing to use laptop computers and related equipment accept the risk of equipment 
failure, No special consideration or accommodations, including no additional prep time or speech 
time, will be given by judges or contest directors should equipment failure occur.  

Section VII.  Rules of Evidence and Evidence Authenticity 

In debate, complete source citations of evidence must be stated the first time a source is used in a round. A 
complete evidence citation must include the following as identified by the original source: author's name 
and qualifications, publication title, complete date.  The page number or electronic source should be 
available in writing for all evidence, but it does not need to be stated orally. In the event of a violation of 
this rule, the Judge should void the effect of the evidence in question when making the decision. 

Any materials presented as evidence should be quoted directly from the original source and not 
paraphrased.    Debaters are responsible for the authenticity of evidence they present in rounds and shall 
allow the opposing team/debater to examine evidence introduced in the round upon request. 
Authenticity refers to: 
1. Fabrication - falsely representing a cited fact or statement of opinion as evidence; or intentional 
omission/addition of information within quoted material. 
2. Distortion: misrepresentation of evidence or of citation which significantly alters meaning or context. 
Any challenges to the authenticity of evidence must be made by the debaters during the round or at the 
conclusion of the affirmative summary.  
Judges should not allow an apparent violation to enter into their decision unless the evidence is 
challenged by the opposing team or unless the Judge has substantial reason to suspect the authenticity of 
the evidence.  



Procedure: In the event that the authenticity of evidence is challenged, the Judge will wait until after the 
debate, when all other arguments have been presented, to investigate an alleged evidence violation. In the 
event of an evidence challenge by the other team, be sure that the nature of the violation is clearly 
specified by the opposing team within the context of the debate; vague accusations do not warrant 
investigation.  
If the Judge decides that an authenticity challenge is legitimate: 
• In the case of fabrication, the Judge shall award a loss with zero points as the penalty to the offending 

team and shall report the offense to the Tournament Manager. In the event of a judging panel, each 
Judge will make his/her decision individually and report the offense to the Tournament Manager who 
will call the Tournament Jury together to review the offense; the Tournament Jury may then provide 
an opportunity for the panel to confer if necessary.  The tournament jury consists of the head debate 
coach of each school.  Coaches from schools involved in the dispute will not serve on the jury.  
Beyond awarding a loss with zero points, the jury may also disqualify the offending team from 
competition in the case of blatant fabrication.   

• In the case of distortion, the Judge will determine the severity of the penalty based upon the severity 
of the violation; the Judge may void the effect of that evidence or may impose an additional penalty 
up to a loss with no speaker points; the severity of the penalty should commensurate with the severity 
of the distortion violation. In the event of a judging panel, each Judge will make his/her decision 
individually. 

• In the rare event of a judge-initiated authenticity challenge, which has not been introduced by the 
debaters in the round, the Judge must submit the challenge to the Tournament Manager for review by 
the Tournament Jury prior to any succeeding rounds. 

Section VIII.  The Classic Debate head coaches attending the tournament shall serve as the tournament 
committee.  This committee is empowered to deal with adjustments to tournament procedures to deal with 
extraordinary circumstances.  Any change from the above stated procedures would require a majority vote 
of coaches present.   


