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July 23, 2023

2023 Fall Season Captains Meeting – Minutes


· Season starts on today, July 23, 2023 and runs through the end of October - depending on tournaments.
· Sunday nights start at 5:00 p.m.  All other nights start at 5:30 p.m.

· We currently have 48 teams registered for Fall. 

· Sunday: 8
· Monday: 13
· Tuesday: 11
· Wednesday: 4
· Thursday: 12

· Everyone must register for the USAV insurance EVERY season.  Go to www.rtpvl.org for instructions. This is MANDATORY before they step foot on the sand.  

· Balls 

· Any teams new to the league will be loaned a ball if they do not have one.  
· Teams that have played the last few seasons should have a ball.  
· If you need a ball, please see Amy “The Ball Keeper” at the end of the meeting.  
· Please remember that the balls belong to the league.  If you decide not to play in any of the following seasons, please contact Amy to return your ball.

· Notes from the RTP Foundation
· Please do not park on the grass on the courts at RTI.  The foundation has been this request each year and we want to be as respectful as possible.
· Alcohol is still prohibited
· If you see any repairs needed, please reach out to the Equipment/Facilities Manager – Christian Queen and copy the president and vice president on the email
· The RTP Foundation is in the process of installing new lights at RTP South.  There is some delay due to Duke Energy and they do not have a timeframe yet.

· Sportsmanship and call your own faults.  The main goal is to have fun!  Teams must call their faults.  

· An email has gone out for the 2023 t-shirts and we now have more options.

· New options include tank tops and long sleeved shirts.  If you have a team that didn’t win the season or tournament, but would like to order shirts, please contact sbowker@northwoodoffice.com and Susan will get you pricing.

· We are working with lawyers to have the league registered as a non-profit and the goal is have this completed by the end of the Fall 2023 season.

· We are looking at alternatives to USAV insurance, including insurance for the league and/or waivers.

· The RTP Foundation has gone above and beyond for the league, covering all major expenses and improvements.  We have about $35,000 that we had put aside to help with share-costs for the lights at RTP South; however, the foundation is fully covering the cost.  Discussions on league improvements to put the money towards:

· More league socials
· Fall 2023 family field day – making it an annual event
· Court improvements:

· RTP South
Find a way to provide better water.
Get quotes to put better quality sand at courts 4-6

· RTI 


· [bookmark: _Hlk109911075]Every season we need to vote in the board positions and committee chairs again.  This is a great opportunity to get involved in the league!  If you would like to volunteer for any of the positions, please let us know!  

· Tournament chairs need to have tournament dates to Susan within two weeks of the season starting.

	Title
	Current
	New

	President
	Katie Olson
	Katie Olson

	Vice President
	Susan Bowker
	Whitney Tolley

	Webmaster
	Karl Owen
	Karl Owen

	Treasurer
	Christa Badstein
	Susan Bowker

	Rules
	Dan Ozdowski
	Dan Ozdowski

	Facilities
	Christian Queen
	Christian Queen

	Ball Czar
	Amy McKenna
	Amy McKenna




	Tournament
	Current

	Sunday
	Katie Day

	Monday
	Susan Bowker

	Tuesday
	Amy McKenna

	Wednesday
	Jon Bowker

	Thursday
	Penny Hatch




· Open to new items or questions

Rule regarding openhand received voted on and changed to:


Goals:

1. To ease cross-pollination with other sand leagues, where open hand reception follows closer to classic “beach” rules
2. To avoid the ambiguity that often comes along with those classic beach rules, regarding “hard driven” balls.
3. To remain friendly to beginner players on evenings with experience mismatches, and allow them to grow their skills in a forgiving environment.
4. To acknowledge that no rule can make everyone happy or solve all problems.
Defining open hand receives
· We are NOT talking about any reception of the ball that occurs overhead, rather than in a classic “bumping” motion. “Tomahawk” or “camel toe” volleys are still perfectly acceptable.
· We ARE talking about receptions of the ball where fingertips are used to direct the ball as part of an extended contact.

The rule:

· Any reception that meets the setting standard is legal. Period. Several leagues use a definition of this standard as: 

a. Sets should not have more than 2 full rotations of the ball.  More than 2 full rotations is considered a double in competitive play when self-officiated. 
a. Sets should quickly accelerate the ball in one direction, square to the setter’s shoulders, and not beginning below the setter’s shoulders. 
· Attacks may be received open handed and uncleanly when defenders are reacting to hard-driven hits. To minimize subjective interpretation of “hard driven” the captains have voted to consider any ball struck overhand by an attacker as driven, and able to be received with open hands. 
· Serves may never be received open handed. As a rule serves:
c. Are never hard driven
c. Will always violate the setting standard.

A question that always comes up for some reason:

Set-overs must meet the setting standard on any contact.  Please note that the setting standard includes “square to the setter’s shoulders” and yes, backwards is a form of “square to the shoulders” or back sets would never be allowed.
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