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Canada Soccer is the official governing 
body for soccer in Canada.

In partnership with its members, 
Canada Soccer promotes the growth 

and development of soccer in Canada, 
from grassroots to high performance, 

and on a national scale.

Soccer is the largest participatory 
sport in Canada and is considered the 

fastest growing sport in the country.

There are nearly 1,000,000 registered 
Canada Soccer active participants 

in Canada within 1,200 clubs that 
operate in 13 provincial/territorial 

member associations.

Canada Soccer is affiliated with the 
Fédération Internationale de Football 
Association (FIFA), The Confederation 

of North, Central American and 
Caribbean Association Football 

(CONCACAF) and the Canadian 
Olympic Association.

Canada Soccer Head Office
237 Metcalfe Street

Ottawa, ON K2P 1R2
T 613-237-7678
F 613-237-1516

Hosting the 2026 FIFA World Cup™ 
could generate more than $5 billion in 
short-term economic activity, including 

supporting approximately 40,000 jobs and 
more than $1 billion in incremental worker 
earnings across North America, according 
to a study done by The Boston Consulting 
Group (BCG), a leading global management 
consulting firm. Canada, Mexico and the 
United States are bidding to host the 48-team 
tournament in 2026, which will be the largest 
in FIFA World Cup™ history. The overall net 
benefit to the region would be $3 – $4 billion.

The study further estimates that individual 
host cities could expect to see approximately 
$160 – $620 million in incremental economic 

activity. That translates to a net benefit of 
approximately $90 – $480 million per city 
after accounting for potential public costs.

“One of the strongest arguments in 
favor of the United Bid is the certainty 
that we provide to FIFA and its Member 
Associations” said Peter Montopoli, 
Canada Bid Director and General 
Secretary of Canada Soccer. As this study 
demonstrates, our hosting of the first ever 
48-team FIFA World Cup™ will yield benefits to 
all three of our nations, and the global soccer 
community. United, AS ONE, our three nations’ 
collaboration for the continued growth of the 
world’s game demonstrates the strength of 
our united effort.”
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Canada Soccer’s Women’s National Team will play 
Germany, ranked second in the FIFA Women’s 

World Rankings, in Hamilton, Ontario on 10 June 2018. 
Canada, the two-time Olympic Bronze Medal winners 
and ranked fifth in the world, will welcome the reigning 
Olympic Champions to Tim Hortons Field for the Sunday 
afternoon match (14.00 ET / 11.00 PT).

“This is a huge match for us as Germany are one of the 
top teams in the world, but also a side that has shown 
continuity in their ability to perform, get to the top, and 
stay there,” said Canada Soccer’s Women’s National 
Team Head Coach Kenneth Heiner-Møller. “The match is 
critical for us leading into our FIFA Women’s World Cup 
qualifying campaign as it will test the relationships the 
players have developed, but it was also test us to see 
where we are as a team.”

Tickets are now on sale and can be purchased by 
visiting www.canadasoccer.com/tickets

The Women’s National Team play France, ranked 
6th in the FIFA Women’s World Rankings, this April 
as it continues to gear up for the 2018 CONCACAF 
Women’s Championship that serves as the qualification 
tournament for the FIFA Women’s World Cup France 
2019™.  The international friendly, against the FIFA 
Women’s World Cup France 2019™ hosts will take place 

at Roazhan Park, one of nine stadiums to be used 
during the tournament. The international match will kick 
off at 21.00 local (15.00 ET / 12.00 PT).

“The invitation to play the upcoming FIFA Women’s World 
Cup hosts during their preparation for the tournament 
speaks to the high regard for Canada as a nation and 
a team,” said Kenneth Heiner-Møller, Canada Soccer’s 
Women’s National Team Head Coach. “As we know from 
hosting in 2015, a lot of attention is given to the national 
team’s lead up, so the invitation to play France, in a FIFA 
World Cup venue, means we will have a well-attended 
match with strong opposition. It is an opportunity to 
familiarise ourselves with France and how it will be like 
in 2019.”

Canada has a long history with France, notably in the 
Olympics Games where Canada defeated France 
at the London 2012 Olympic Games to claim its first 
Olympic Bronze Medal. Canada again defeated France 
at the Rio 2016 Olympic Games in the Quarter-final 
stage, before winning its second consecutive Olympic 
Bronze Medal.

Canada Soccer’s Women’s National Team returned to 
the Algarve Cup in 2018, for the third consecutive year.  
The tournament marked newly-appointed Women’s 
National Team Head Coach Kenneth Heiner-Møller’s first 

Women’s National Team competitive matches at the helm with Canada having 
won the 12-team tournament in 2016 and finishing as 
runners up in 2017. (ROSTER)

“Once again, we are bringing a young, hungry team, 
blended with more experienced veteran players to the 
Algarve Cup as we continue to expand our tournament 
expertise heading into the CONCACAF Women’s 
Championship later this year,” said Kenneth Heiner-
Møller, Canada Soccer’s Women’s National Team Head 
Coach. “The competition format is especially important 
for the upcoming CONCACAF tournament which will 
serve as the qualification route for the FIFA Women’s 
World Cup France 2019, as it will allow us to focus 

on how we prepare the team for quick turnarounds 
between games, adapt to different opponents in short 
periods of time, and reinforce on-field relationships and 
chemistry between players.”

Prior to departure to Portugal, the Women’s National 
Program conducted full 4 corner preview meetings 
where each of the staff presented their objectives 
and reflections on the tournament, including the 
development of a new playing model based on staff 
scouting other successful tournament teams, and 
comparing requirements and skillset of current and 
future roster of Canada WNT.

National EXCEL program (NEX)

Canada Soccer’s Women’s EXCEL Director U15-23 Bev 
Priestman developed, educated and supported 

delivery of a periodised six-week CONCACAF NEX in REX 
Curriculum to the three REX Super Centres (BC, Ontario 
and Quebec) as part of the U-17 program in February. 
The curriculum workshop and content included specific 
tactical meetings and videos, a catalogue of sessions 
and game approaches within the REX environment 
which aims to maximise preparations ahead of 
CONCACAF Qualification. 

Regional EXCEL Program (REX) 

Bev Priestman and Canada Soccer Regional EXCEL 
Director Joey Lombardi co-delivered a REX Director 

conference call on 9 February to discuss and align our 
2018 calendar of events with the Provinces

The Ontario REX Super Centre kicked off their games 
program with a match on 21 February vs Markham 
U-14 OPDL Boys.  With our Provincial Partners at Ontario 
Soccer, we have aligned our Ontario REX Super Centre 
games program with the OPDL U14 Boys. 

Soccer Nova Scotia hosted a player/parent 
meeting on 7 February and was attended 
by Joey Lombardi and Women’s EXCEL 
Director (U-23) Daniel Worthington to 
share details of the Full Time REX 
program that is being offered in 
Nova Scotia.

http://www.canadasoccer.com/tickets
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Men’s National Team

National Pre-Season Camp

The annual pre-season camp for the National Program 
referees was held in Ottawa on 16-18 February. Forty-
one Referees attended the camp that consisted of the 
FIFA Fitness Test, classroom education sessions and an 
Awards Banquet, which included the presentation of 
badges to new National and FIFA referees.

Committee Meeting

The Referees Committee met in Ottawa on 18 February 
to review the direction of the program for the upcoming 
2018 season (including the National List of Assessors 
and Instructors).

Education Material

On-going roll out of education material including 
revised Entry Level course material and presentations for 
changes to the Laws of the Game.

International Appointments

Carol Anne Chenard attended the FIFA Seminar for 
Referee Candidates for the FIFA Women’s World Cup 

Referee Department

The first phase of the Men’s EXCEL transitional plan 
was completed in February with the appointment 

of Mauro Biello as the EXCEL U-23 Director and MNT 
Assistant Coach.  Mauro will lead strategic changes 
to the Men’s EXCEL system to ensure ‘the right young 
players are available for the MNT at the right time’ and 
while the role is a strategic leadership position, he will 
also assume coaching responsibilities with the MNT and 
the Olympic U-23 team. 

“Mauro has a deep passion for soccer in this country,” 
said John Herdman, Canada Soccer Men’s National 
Team Head Coach. “Having represented Canada on 
a number of different levels and having both played 
and coached with a Canadian professional team, he 
brings a unique perspective, in-depth experience and a 
wisdom that will greatly influence Canadian soccer for 
years to come.

Ongoing preparations for the MNT international friendly 
with New Zealand in Murcia, Spain on 24 March, 2018. 
The MNT will hold a one-week camp in Murcia prior 
to the game. The camp will be held 18-25 March 
and provide opportunity for player assessment and 
development towards the inaugural Nations League 
match to be held in September 2018.  As part of this 
process new Sport Science systems and structures have 
been put into place to provide clubs and players with 
insights into player loading and training content to 
create greater alignment in planning. 

Men’s National Team Head Coach John Herdman has 
completed an internal high performance review to bring 
alignment to the program. Surveys and interviews with 

MNT players and staff have provided Herdman’s staff an 
understanding of the current strengths and weaknesses 
of the programme through qualitative and quantitative 
data capture that will help guide the development of a 
new Quadrennial High Performance Plan in alignment 
with the new Concacaf Competition structure. 

An analysis of the Concacaf professional player 
landscape was also conducted to help gain 
understanding of Canada’s status in relation to the 
number of professional players at various standards 
when contrasted against the top ranked Concacaf 
competitors. The information will be used to help 
inform strategy development at the EXCEL U15-U23 
levels as new targets will be established to help place 
more players in the Tier 1 and Tier 2 professional teams 
and leagues. 

A MNT Technical Dashboard has also been developed.  
The dashboard, which contains the MNT Depth chart, 
will allow the technical staff to keep up-to-date with 
players that are tracking or showing potential for the 
Men’s National Team, as well as the EXCELeration and 
National EXCEL players to align the systems and process 
across the Men’s EXCEL program.

In addition, a performance analysis system has 
been deployed to measure Team Identity across the 
four moments of the game with work completed to 
retroactively analyze five previous MNT games and a 
blueprint to generate more data sets that measure 
future matches during this current cycle.

France 2019 in Doha, Qatar from 11-17 February and 
the CONCACAF Elite Referees Course in San Jose, Costa 
Rica from 24 February – 1 March.

Joe Fletcher was appointed to a CONCACAF 
Champions League match in San Jose, Costa Rica 
on 21 February between Deportivo Saprissa and 
Club America.

Four assessors received appointments 
to CONCACAF Champions League 
matches

Michelle Pye and Hector 
Vergara attended the FIFA 
Instructors Course in 
Doha, Qatar.
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Marketing & Communications Department

Launched 2018 Active Start Soccer Fests Registration. 
2018 marks the 22nd year for the program which 

has reached upwards of 3.5 million participants and 
contributed more than $1M directly to grassroots soccer. 
The program has space for 145 festivals and is filling 
quickly. 2018 partners for the program include Toyota, 
Allstate, Teck and the Government of Canada. 

Development Department 

PTSO visits with Saskatchewan Soccer, Manitoba 
Soccer and Quebec Soccer

The Development Department spent a significant 
amount of time traveling the country in February, 
with on-site visits to Saskatchewan Soccer, Manitoba 
Soccer and Quebec Soccer. These visits are part of 
Canada Soccer’s ongoing commitment to support its 
membership and to provide guidance on implementing 
some of the changes that are underway in player and 
coach development. While visiting the membership, 
Canada Soccer staff were able to meet with a range of 
leadership from the Club/Academy levels to the District/
Regional levels.

Active Start eLearning Pilot

Canada Soccer continues its work to make coach 
education material accessible to as many coaches 
across the country as possible. The first Community 
Stream eLearning module was successfully piloted in 
Saskatoon, SK in February, where 32 of Saskatchewan 
Soccer’s female REX players were trained as Active 
Start coaches. The young coaches completed the 
online eLearning module prior to attending an on-field, 
practical workshop, led by Manager, Development 
Operations Dave Nutt and supported by SSA Learning 
Facilitators – including three female coach educators. 

Ontario Soccer Board of Directors

Canada Soccer Director of Development Jason deVos 
presented an overview of the work that is being done 
by the Development Department to the Ontario Soccer 
Board of Directors on 23 February. The presentation 
involved a look at the current reality of soccer in 
Canada, changes that are being implemented in 
player and coach development from coast to coast, 
including a shift towards eLearning in coach education, 
new licences that are in development (Children’s 
Licence, Youth Licence), and an overview of the Player 
Development Program and Skill Centre Program. The 
presentation was followed by a question and answer 
session with the Board members, who provided valuable 
feedback that will be incorporated as we continue to 
move forward. 

Video curriculum capture session

In partnership with Ontario Soccer, Canada Soccer 
held a video curriculum capture session at the Soccer 
Centre in Vaughan, ON on Family Day, 19 February. The 
capture session involved coaches and players from the 
following grassroots organizations:

• Richmond Hill Soccer Club

• Burlington Youth Soccer Club

• Woodbridge Strikers Soccer Club

• North Toronto Soccer Club

• Toronto High Park FC

• St. Anthony’s Soccer 
Club

Canada Soccer Board of Directors 

a preview of the engagement campaign surrounding 
the development of Canada Soccer’s Strategic Plan 
2019-21.

Canada Soccer President Steve Reed, Vice President 
Nick Bontis, and Director at Large Ryan Fequet each 

attended Provincial and Territorial Association member 
events in February. President Reed and Director Fequet 
were on location in Alberta for the Alberta Soccer 
Association Annual General Meeting in Edmonton 
25 February. President Reed addressed the meeting 
providing a state of the association address and was 
joined by Director Fequet at the Awards Banquet with 
the pair handing out awards to the Calgary Minor 
Soccer Association and Edmonton and District Soccer 
Association for successfully hosting the 2017 Toyota 
National Championships U-15 Cup and 2017 Canada 
Soccer Western Masters and Masters Women’s Regionals 
respectively. In addition, Vice President Nick Bontis 
presented to the Ontario Soccer Association Board of 
Directors at their meeting on 27 February to provide 

Launched club registration for the 2018 Mondelez Pass 
the Love campaign which is set to contribute more 
than $100,000 to community soccer clubs from coast-
to-coast-to-coast. Club registration remains open and 
can be found at canadasoccer.com/passthelove 

Confirmed the 2018 Allstate Soccer Clinics 
schedule which will feature current and former 
Canadian National Team athletes participating in 
clinic events in four Provinces in 2018. The clinics, 
which are 100% free for all participants, will run on the 
following dates/locations, with registration set to open 
in the coming weeks: 

• Karina LeBlanc — Calgary, AB — 8 April 

• Jonathan Osorio — Missisauga, ON — 29 April 

• Kadeisha Buchanan — Halifax, NS — 23 June 

• Patrice Bernier — Montreal, QC — 15 July 
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