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OUR MISSION
USA Hockey provides the foundation for the sport of ice 

hockey in America; helps young people become leaders, 

even Olympic heroes; and connects the game at every 

level while promoting a lifelong love of the sport.

Key Partners in Hockey

a



We Have Much To Celebrate
The 2015-16 USA Hockey season included a record number of players, and 
with other sports suffering declining participation, our growth is a tribute to 
the stakeholders involved, including the thousands of volunteers across the 
country that make our sport as strong as it is today.

And with our focus on attracting kids at the entry level, we’re particularly 
proud of the fact that our totals included a record number of boys and girls at 
the eight-and-under age group.

We continue to positively affect the landscape of our sport at the youth level 
through the American Development Model and its age-appropriate training 
curriculum. As you may know, USA Hockey launched the ADM back in January 
of 2009 and today it is widely applauded and emulated throughout the Olympic 
landscape and beyond. We can all be proud of that.

Our use of technology continues to improve and be more robust as we strive 
to stay at the forefront of the digital world, with the primary goal to positively 
affect education and training of athletes, coaches, officials and parents.

It was another special year on the international front for our teams, 
highlighted by gold-medal performances from our U.S. Women’s National 
Team at the IIHF Women’s World Championship; the U.S. Women’s National 
Under-18 Team at the IIHF Women’s World U18 Championship; and the U.S. 
Youth Olympic Men’s Ice Hockey Team at the Youth Olympic Games. Our 
teams also earned bronze at the IIHF Men’s Under-18 World Championship, 
which we hosted at Ralph Engelstad Arena in Grand Forks, North Dakota, and 
at the IIHF World Junior Championship. In addition, our U.S. National Sled 
Team captured titles at the World Sled Hockey Challenge and the IPC Pan-
Pacific Championship staged in Buffalo, New York.

There’s much to celebrate as we look back at 2015-16 and we invite you to 
enjoy many of the high points of the season in the pages ahead.
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The number of kids playing hockey in the United States continues to 
grow and that’s a credit to the passionate efforts of volunteers nationwide, 
as well as to USA Hockey’s focus on safety, skill development and, of 
course, fun.

In terms of safety, USA Hockey emphasizes both on-ice and off-ice 
protection through numerous initiatives, resources and enforcement. 

On the ice, USA Hockey’s vigilance is exemplified in part by the 
creation and enforcement of rules, along with progressive coaching in the 
areas of body contact and injury prevention.

Off the ice, USA Hockey has long had systems in place to protect its 
participants from physical and sexual abuse and other types of misconduct. 
USA Hockey SafeSport includes those long-standing policies, as well as 
additional enhancements like an electronic communication policy and a 
streamlined abuse-reporting system.

Moving to player development, USA Hockey’s American Development 
Model, based on long-term athlete development principles, continues to 
positively affect the landscape of youth hockey in America. 

“We’ve watched young hockey players thrive with the ADM,” said Bob 
Bassen, Dallas Stars alumni director and 15-year NHL forward. “I love to 
see the smiles on these players’ faces as they consistently touch the puck, 
and most of all, have fun on the ice.”

USA Hockey added nearly 2,000 new 8-and-under players to its ranks 

in 2015-16, and with the number of American 8U children playing hockey 

in excess of 100,000 for the sixth straight season, the base of the game 

continues to strengthen.

“We’ve made great strides in exposing new kids to our sport,” said Pat 

Kelleher, assistant executive director of development for USA Hockey. 

“Whether through the ADM or events like the IIHF Girls Hockey 

Weekend or our Try Hockey for Free Days, or the countless other 

initiatives that make hockey an attractive option for kids and their families, 

we continually welcome new players to the game throughout every part of 

the country. It’s exciting to see the momentum grow. The future’s bright.”

Keeping children in the game is just as important, which is why 

USA Hockey’s youth initiatives emphasize fun, engagement, efficient 

skill development and a proper practice-to-game ratio. Each of these 

components work to ensure that children have every opportunity to play, 

love and excel, without the pressure of excessive financial burdens or 

misguided development priorities.
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More than a

million strong

The number of kids playing hockey in 
the United States continues to grow and 
that’s a credit to the passionate efforts 

of volunteers nationwide, as well as 
to USA Hockey’s focus on safety, skill 

development and, of course, fun.

2015-16 SNAPSHOT
Youth Players 

365,489

Adult Players 
178,094

Coaches 
56,515

Officials 
23,735

Parents/Volunteers 
498,412
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American Development Model: 
Doing What’s Best For Kids

While it might be hard to believe, USA Hockey’s American 
Development Model has now been in use for seven full seasons. A 
nationwide player development initiative launched in January of 
2009, the ADM emphasizes age-appropriate, age-specific training 
and competition, with a heightened focus on skill development. 

The ADM was founded on consensus sport science and child 
development research, the premise of which calls for creating 
fun, active environments focused on skill development and 
engagement – environments in which every child can excel and 
reach their full potential. In short, it’s doing what’s best for kids, 
while also delivering an ideal hockey education.

The positive effect on American hockey is shining through from 
coast to coast. It’s not only evident in the budding skills of our 
nation’s youngsters, but also in championship performances by 
the 2016 U.S. Youth Olympic Team, led by head coach (and ADM 
manager) Scott Paluch, and the 2016 U.S. Under-17 Select Team 
coached by ADM advocate Cory Laylin.

“The ADM has brought more kids to the game, kept more kids 
in the game and given them a more efficient pathway to develop 
their skills,” said Jim Smith, president of USA Hockey. “It’s great 
to see the leap forward in skill development nationwide, and it’s 
exciting to think about all the potential these players have to take 
American hockey to new heights.”

Since its launch, the ADM has received national and 
international acclaim, gaining support from the NHL, the NCAA, 
the American Hockey Coaches Association, the Aspen Institute 
and hockey parents alike. Its success has also resonated with the 
United States Olympic Committee, which adopted USA Hockey’s 
ADM name and logo in 2015 to represent American athlete-
development efforts across its entire sporting landscape.

American Goaltending Makes History 
with Nationwide Development Initiative

The 2015-16 season may well become a 
watershed moment in American goaltending 
history with the launch of USA Hockey’s most 
aggressive nationwide goaltending development 
initiative ever.

“We’ve seen an improvement in the last eight 
or nine years of American goalies making it to 
the NHL, but our best days are still to come,” 
said Phil Osaer, who was hired in 2015 as USA 
Hockey’s first American Development Model 
manager focused exclusively on goaltending.

Osaer’s arrival signaled the beginning of a 
dedicated grassroots effort by USA Hockey to 
improve goaltending development throughout 
the country. The movement also included the 
launch of the Ron DeGregorio Goaltending 

Excellence Fund, which uses monies raised 
to help train and support a roster of new 
goaltending development coordinators at each 
USA Hockey affiliate. Those coordinators are 
comprised of the country’s top goalie gurus, 
all charged with a mission to create a bridge 
between youth goalies, parents and head 
coaches through improved education and 
communication.

Another major piece of USA Hockey’s 
goaltending initiative was the development 
of QuickChange goalie pads for the country’s 
youngest aspiring netminders. Consisting of 
24-inch leg pads and a padded goalie jersey, 
both designed to fit over standard player 
equipment, the QuickChange gear allows 8U 

skaters to become goaltenders in 60 seconds. 
With the QuickChange pads, every player can 
experience the position and every 8U outing can 
include goaltenders, which benefits goaltending 
development and shooting skills alike.

More than 1,500 orders for these pads were 
placed in 2015-16, as USA Hockey affiliates 
took the lead in overcoming one of the biggest 
obstacles in goaltending development – the need 
for specialized equipment.

Osaer, who spent the season leading 
goaltender practices nationwide, sees a bright 
future on the horizon. USA Hockey has 
established a goal of American goaltenders 
playing 51 percent of the minutes in the NHL 
and National Women’s Hockey League by 2030.



Junior Hockey
USA Hockey’s junior program provides opportunities for players ages 16-
to-20 to play competitively and enhance their skills as an important part 

of the organization’s overall efforts related to player development.

To put things in perspective, junior leagues had a hand in helping 296 

new players (60% of the incoming players) onto NCAA Division I hockey 

rosters in 2015-16. And at the 2016 NHL Draft, 41 players with ties to 

the United States Hockey League, the only Tier I league in the United 

States, were selected, including 27 players who skated in the USHL during 

2015-16. In addition, four players with ties to the North American Hockey 

League were chosen, along with 11 players who previously spent time in a 

USA Hockey Tier III junior league.

Player safety is a significant focal point in junior hockey and much 

progress has been and continues to be made in reducing dangerous plays. 

For example, in 2015-16 in the USHL, checking from behind penalties 

dropped 24 percent from 2014-15, while fighting penalties declined by 26 

percent.

In terms of competition, the culmination of the season included crowning 

of champions at the Tier I and II levels. The Tri-City Storm captured the 

Clark Cup as the playoff champion of the USHL while the Fairbanks Ice 

Dogs earned the Robertson Cup to claim the NAHL playoff title.
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At the 2016 NHL Draft, 41 players with ties to the USHL were selected, 
including 27 players who skated in the league during the 2015-16 season.

Junior Hockey Leagues
Tier I

United States Hockey League

a
Tier II

North American Hockey League

a
Tier III

Eastern Hockey League
North American 3 Atlantic Hockey League 

North American 3 Hockey League
Rocky Mountain Junior Hockey League

United States Premier Hockey League – Premier Division
United States Premier Hockey League – Elite Division

United States Premier Hockey League – USP3HL Division
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Adult Hockey Continues Record Growth
USA Hockey’s adult hockey program has grown for 13 consecutive 

years, and reached an all-time high with more than 178,000 players 
competing in recreational leagues, tournaments and other special events in 
all corners of the country during the course of 2015-16.

The season was highlighted once again by the Labatt Blue/USA Hockey 
Pond Hockey National Championships, a marquee event which includes 
300-plus teams and over 2,300 players across 19 divisions. The event is held 
annually on Dollar Lake in Eagle River, Wisconsin.

Sold out events in cities across the country, including locations like 
Lake Placid, New York, Indianapolis, Dallas and Anchorage, made up the 
signature Adult Classic tournament series in 2015-16.

The popular adult national championships, staged in Tampa, Florida, 
included 18 total divisions, with seven exclusively for women.

The American Collegiate Hockey Association is also an important part 
of USA Hockey’s adult hockey program with more than 400 men’s and 
women’s teams playing at the non-varsity college hockey level. ACHA 
players will make up the men’s and women’s U.S. National University 
Teams for the 2017 World University Games. The event is typically held 
every other year.

The Adult First Goal program, which provides opportunities for adults 
who have never tried the sport, included more than 600 sets of new 
equipment being utilized by adult leagues around the nation at Try Hockey 
for Free events and through other initiatives to engage new players.

Disabled Hockey
USA Hockey’s disabled program 

continues to expand and provide 
playing opportunities for the four 
disciplines of the sport: standing/
amputee, deaf/hard of hearing, 

sled and special hockey. Programs 
are conducted in each of those 
disciplines throughout the country.

A highlight of the season was the 
National Disabled Festival, which 

took place at Fraser Hockeyland 
Arena in Fraser, Michigan. A record 
90 teams and over 1,100 players 
participated, making the event the 
largest gathering of disabled hockey 

athletes anywhere in the world. The 
Festival, in its 12th year, included 
the Toyota-USA Hockey Adult Sled 
Hockey National Championships 
for the sixth straight season, where 
two four-team divisions competed 
for the national title.

The sixth annual USA Hockey 
Sled Classic, sponsored by the 
National Hockey League, was 
held in Coral Springs, Florida, 
and hosted by the NHL’s Florida 
Panthers. The field included a 
record 20 teams, each affiliated 
with an NHL club. In the Tier I 
championship game, the Florida 
Panthers edged the Colorado 
Avalanche, 4-3, while the Columbus 
Blue Jackets blanked the Minnesota 
Wild, 7-0, to claim the Tier II crown. 
In the Tier III Division, the Arizona 
Coyotes defeated the Colorado 
Avalanche, 5-0, while the Buffalo 
Sabres shut out the Nashville 
Predators, 2-0, for the Tier IV title.



National Team Development Program
USA Hockey’s National Development Program, which provides a one-
of-a-kind, world-renowned training experience that emphasizes athletic, 
academic and social development for the top 16- and 17-year-old players 
in the country, finished its 19th season on the ice in 2016-17.

The two-year residency program in Plymouth, Michigan, includes 
on- and off-ice training that is aimed at preparing student-athletes for 
participation on U.S. National Teams and success at the next levels of 
hockey competition, including ultimately, the NHL. 

Since the focus is on development, the NTDP is not gauged on wins 
and losses, but rather on improving skills and acquiring experience against 
older competition. 

To start the 2015-16 season, the NTDP re-located from the Ann Arbor 
Ice Cube in Ann Arbor, Michigan, where it was housed for the first 18 years 
of the program, to USA Hockey Arena (formerly Compuware Arena) in 
Plymouth, Michigan. The two-sheet facility was purchased by The USA 

Hockey Foundation, with the NTDP serving as a primary tenant.
The NTDP continues to play a major role in the NHL Draft. In 2015-16, 

a record nine players who skated full-time with the NTDP were selected 
in the first round and 25 players who appeared in at least one game with 
the NTDP were chosen. Since its inception, 281 alumni have been selected 
in the NHL Draft and more than 350 have skated for NCAA Division I 
hockey programs.
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Since its inception, 281 alumni have been selected in the NHL Draft  
and more than 350 have skated for NCAA Division I hockey programs.
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Player Development Camps Emphasize Skill Development
Since 1977, USA Hockey has provided training 
and competition opportunities for advanced 
teenagers to hone their skills with and against 
top players from other areas of the country 
each summer through its series of regional and 
national player development camps.

At the national level, USA Hockey conducted 
player development camps for boys and girls 
ages 15, 16 and 17. The boys camps and sled 
hockey camps were held in Amherst, New York, 
and the girls camps were held in St. Cloud, 
Minnesota, and Biddeford, Maine.

In keeping with its emphasis on age-
appropriate training and competition, USA 
Hockey debuted one significant change to 
the boys national player development camps 
in 2016, trimming the Boys Select 15s Player 
Development Camp from seven days to five days 
and reducing game days from five to three. This 
evolution, which included the addition of a 3v3 
cross-ice competition day, boosted the camp’s 
skill-development emphasis, leading to an even 
more valuable experience.

The newest addition to USA Hockey’s 

national player development camp structure, 
the Girls Under-18 Select Player Development 
Camp, once again gathered more than 60 of the 
nation’s top female players between the ages of 
15-17 on the University of New England campus, 
building on the camp’s inaugural-year success. By 
adding this camp in 2015 and expanding the Girls 
15 Player Development Camp, USA Hockey 
increased the number of players who participate 
in national girls player development camps by 
17 percent, providing even more development 
opportunities for our nation’s aspiring athletes.

Staffed by top coaches from the NHL, the 
NCAA, USA Hockey and beyond, national 
player development camps provide attendees 
with competitive, age-appropriate on- and off-ice 
training that sets a solid foundation for the next 
step in their hockey careers, be it with a U.S. 
National Team, a U.S. Select Team, the National 
Team Development Program, a junior hockey 
team, a college program or professional hockey.

On the local level, 2015-16 marked the fifth 
consecutive year of USA Hockey supporting 
district and regional player development camps 
across the nation for 14-year-old boys, with the 
objective of giving more players an opportunity 
to experience a development camp environment. 
And for the second consecutive year, USA 
Hockey also hosted district and regional player 
development camps for 14-year-old girls.

All told, more than 2,000 athletes and 350 staff 
were part of USA Hockey regional and national 
player development camps in 2016.

Warren Strelow National  
Goaltending Mentor Program

The Warren Strelow National Goaltending Mentor Program, which completed its 
eighth full season in 2015-16, was created to provide a consistent nationwide goaltending 
development program to recruit and produce elite American goaltenders.

The goal is to develop goalies that regularly rank among the best in the world while 
also increasing the depth of elite goaltenders in the United States to provide a larger 
and more competitive selection pool for U.S. national teams. Further, the program 
seeks to develop multidimensional goaltenders who are prepared to face the unique 
challenges of the position.

The Warren Strelow National Goaltending Camp takes place each spring and is an 
integral part of the program. In 2016, 38 goaltenders from ages 15-19 were invited to 
participate.

As part of the process, the Strelow staff continually produces goaltender specific 
content exclusive to usahockey.com. The material includes instruction on learning 
position basics, on- and off-ice drills, helpful articles featuring tips from other goalies 
and an “Ask the Mechanic” section where goaltenders can submit questions for a Q&A.

To date, 20 Strelow graduates have been selected in the NHL Draft.



USA Hockey is a recognized coaching education leader, not only in the United States, but also 
throughout the world. The program continues to educate almost 60,000 coaches in a single hockey 
season and strives to provide fresh, new material every season to excite coaches about coaching  
and learning new techniques and philosophies. 

The Coaching Education Program, along 
with USA Hockey as a whole, has focused on 
improving goaltending. USA Hockey’s affiliate 
goaltending coordinators work hand-in-hand 
with the CEP district coaches-in-chief in creating 
goaltending workshops for both coaches and 
players.

“As the leader in education of youth coaches 
across the country, we continue down the path of 
making the resources we produce better for our 
coaches,” said Mike MacMillan, USA Hockey’s 
national coach-in-chief. “One of the areas of 
focus this past year, with the support of the USA 
Hockey Foundation and Chairman of the Board 
Ron DeGregorio, has been on improving our 
goaltenders through coaching education and 
player development. We have improved our 
materials by creating a progressive approach, 

with the clear goal of being the top-producing 
country of goaltenders. Materials and resources 
have been added to the Level 1, 2 and 3 clinics 
as well as in the Mobile Coach App, monthly 
newsletter and website.”

The Coaching Education Program continues 
to update and enhance its clinic presentations, 
and this past season, a special focus was placed 
on the Level 3 PowerPoint presentation. This 
update concluded a major overhaul of all three 
presentations (Level 1,2,3) over the past three 
seasons. Clinics are now more interactive and 
rely on coach’s participation and reflection on 
examining what kind of coach they want to be. 
Also, two national instructor training sessions 
were held to train more than 100 CEP instructors 
on this new material along with presentations on 
making them better educators and public speakers.
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Program Highlights
Online age-specific coaching 
education modules were updated 
to include closed captioning at all 
age levels, including the disabled 
hockey module. The modules are 
now accessible using mobile devices, 
including smartphones and tablets. 

a
The 2016 National Hockey Coaches 
Symposium was held in St. Louis, 
Missouri, with some 400 coaches 
in attendance. Among the featured 
speakers were Chris Zimmerman 
(president and CEO of business 
operations/alternate governor, St. 
Louis Blues), Jeff Blashill (head 
coach, Detroit Red Wings) and Peter 
Laviolette (head coach, Nashville 
Predators). Attendees took part in 
breakout sessions customized for the 
age level they coach in addition to 
general sessions.

a
USA Hockey’s Mobile Coach app 
continues to lead the way among 
sports apps. It was named a finalist 
for the Best Mobile App for Coaches 
and Managers in the 2016 Sports 
Technology Awards. USA Hockey 
continues to add fresh resources 
to the app, including new drills, 
goaltending specific videos, and 
coaching news articles.

a
USA Hockey distributes a monthly 
newsletter that serves as a regular 
connection and method to update 
coaches with the most pertinent, 
actionable information for the 
specific age level they are coaching.

a
The Coaching Education Program 
continues to work with the NHL, 
ACHA, AHCA and numerous 
high school federations to provide 
educational opportunities.
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Efforts to advance the use of technology and attract new officials was at the 
forefront of objectives for the USA Hockey Officiating Education Program 
in 2015-16.

Project RODEO (Rebuilding Officiating Development Education 
Opportunities), an initiative to revamp officiating educational materials and 
fully leverage available technologies to disseminate the information, was 
introduced in 2013-14 and has progressed steadily since that time and featured 
tangible success in 2015-16.

After developing a mobile-friendly rulebook/casebook that includes 
video examples in 2013-14, Project Rodeo unveiled a comprehensive online 
officiating curriculum for officials in 2014-15. The material continues to be 
enhanced and had significant use in 2015-16. In its second year, online seminar 
curriculum had more than 20,000 users and 1,000,000 views, while the number 
of unique users utilizing the mobile rulebook/casebook increased 55%.

The resources provided by USA Hockey are firmly engrained and 
benefitting the officiating community. In conjunction with these efforts, the 
number of officials part of the USA Hockey family were the highest they have 
been in the last five years.

Advancing communication with officials in various forms is an on-going 
priority.

STRIPES Newsletter was distributed monthly via email to all registered 
officials and features articles on a variety of topics pertinent to officiating.

The @USAHOfficials Twitter account was launched in 2015-16 to help 
communicate important content and information, including application dates 
and registration updates, program deadlines and other noteworthy topics of 
interest within the officiating community.

In 2015-16, USA Hockey continued its on-going, nationwide efforts to 
educate officials with district referees-in-chief and hundreds of trained 
instructors conducting more than 500 officiating seminars across the country.

The rising number of U.S. officials who are advancing to work at the college, 
professional and/or international level is a result of on-going efforts through 
USA Hockey’s Junior Officiating Development Program, which is focused on 
identification, recruitment, training, education, assignment, supervision and 
promotion of the top young officials in the United States.

At the conclusion of the 2015-16 season, four graduates of the program 
were offered contracts with the NHL, showcasing the collaborative 
relationship with the league and positive results benefitting the officiating 
community at large.

On the international front in 2015-16, a total of 30 American officials were 
selected to work various IIHF World Championships. 

OFFICIALS

Efforts to advance the use of 
technology and attract new officials 
was at the forefront of objectives for 
the USA Hockey Officiating Education 

Program in 2015-16.



United States National Teams
In 2015-16, the U.S. had an outstanding year across the board in international competition.

The U.S. Women’s National Team and U.S. 
Women’s National Under-18 Team each earned 
gold medals at their respective IIHF world 
championships for the second consecutive year. 
On the men’s side, the U.S. Men’s National 
Under-18 Team captured its record 13th 
consecutive medal with a convincing win over 
Canada in the bronze medal game of the IIHF 
U18 Men’s World Championship, while the 
U.S. National Junior Team earned a bronze 
medal at the IIHF World Junior Championship. 
Additionally, the U.S. National Sled Hockey 
Team earned titles at both the World Sled 
Hockey Challenge and International Paralympic 
Committee Pan-Pacific Championship to 
mark its fourth and fifth consecutive major 
international event titles.

SENIOR TEAMS
The U.S. Women’s National Team claimed 

its third consecutive IIHF Women’s World 
Championship and sixth in seven years with an 
exciting 1-0 overtime victory over rival Canada 
in the gold-medal game. Team USA went 

undefeated in the tournament and outscored its 
opponents, 23-2, including shutouts in the final 
three games. Leading up to the final game, Team 
USA defeated Canada, 3-1, Finland, 2-1, and 
Russia twice, 8-0 in the preliminary round and 
9-0 in the semifinal round.

The U.S. Men’s National Team earned 
fourth place at the 2016 IIHF Men’s World 
Championship in Moscow and St. Petersburg, 
Russia. Team USA (4-1-1-4, W-OTW-OTL-L), 
the youngest squad in the tournament with an 
average age of 23, defeated the Czech Republic, 
2-1, in a shootout to advance to the semifinals 
where it fell to Canada, 4-3. Despite dropping a 
7-2 decision to Russia in the bronze-medal game, 
the U.S. secured a top-four finish in the world 
championship for the third time in the last four 
years, a stretch that has only been equaled once 
in American history (1931-34).

JUNIOR TEAM
The U.S. National Junior Team claimed its 

fifth bronze medal and ninth medal overall at 
the 2016 IIHF World Junior Championship in 

Helsinki, Finland. Team USA (5-0-0-2, W-OTW-
OTL-L), finished second in group play before 
defeating the Czech Republic, 7-0, to advance to 
the semifinals. After falling to Russia, 2-1, in the 
semifinal round, the U.S. defeated Sweden, 8-3, 
in the bronze-medal game to secure its fourth 
medal in the last seven years.

UNDER-18 TEAMS
The U.S. Women’s National Under-18 Team 

topped Canada, 3-2, in overtime to claim the 
gold medal at the 2016 IIHF Under-18 Women’s 
World Championship in St. Catherines, Ontario. 
Team USA finished the tournament undefeated 
4-1-0-0 (W-OTW-OTL-L), and outscored 
opponents, 23-3.

The U.S. Men’s National Under-18 Team 
defeated Canada,10-3, in the bronze-medal 
game at the 2016 IIHF Under-18 Men’s World 
Championship in Grand Forks, North Dakota, to 
claim its record 13th straight medal in the event. 
In seven games, the U.S. outscored its opponents, 
50-11, and finished with a 6-0-0-1 (W-OTW-
OTL-L) record.
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SLED TEAM
The U.S. National Sled Hockey Team 

defeated Canada, 4-1, to claim the 2016 IPC 
Pan-Pacific Championship in Buffalo, New 
York. Team USA also won the 2016 World 
Sled Hockey Challenge in Bridgewater, Nova 
Scotia, with a thrilling 3-2 overtime victory 
over Canada in the championship game. 
Team USA has captured titles in the last five 
major international events. 

NTDP TEAMS
Teams from USA Hockey’s National 

Team Development Program participated in 
five international tournaments, with the U.S. 
National Under-17 Team earning third-place 
finishes at the 2015 Under-17 Four Nations 
Tournament in Púchov, Slovakia, and the 
2016 Under-17 Five Nations Tournament in 
Plymouth, Michigan, as well as a sixth-place 
finish at the 2015 World Under-17 Hockey 
Challenge in Fort St. Johns, British Columbia. 
The U.S. National Under-18 Team claimed 
the title at the 2015 Under-18 Four Nations 
Tournament in Monthey, Switzerland, and 
finished fourth at the 2016 Under-18 Five 
Nations Tournament in Rauma, Finland.

SELECT TEAMS
The U.S. Women’s Under-18 Select Team 

took part in the 2016 Under-18 Series vs. 
Canada in Lake Placid, New York. After 
falling to Canada, 3-2, in the first game, the 
U.S. won its next two games by 6-2 and 5-4 
counts to claim the series. The U.S. Women’s 
Under-22 Select Team faced Canada in the 
2016 Under-22 Series in Lake Placid where 
Team USA fell to Canada in its first two 
games, 2-1, and 4-3, before claiming the third 
game, 3-2. 

The U.S. finished in third place at the 
2015 World Junior A Challenge in Whitby, 
Ontario, after posting a 3-2-0-0 (W-OTW-
OTL-L) record.

The U.S. Under-17 Select Team won all 
four of its games and outscored its opponents 
36-6 to claim the 2016 Under-17 Five Nations 
Tournament in Frisco, Texas, while the U.S. 
Under-18 Select Team earned a second-place 
finish at the 2016 Ivan Hlinka Memorial 
Tournament in Breclav, Czech Republic, and 
Piestany, Slovakia.



U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame
A capacity crowd gathered at the Renaissance 

Boston Waterfront Hotel in December for 
the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame Induction 
Celebration.

Highlighting the event was the formal 
induction of the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame Class 
of 2015, which included hockey legends Ron 
DeGregorio, Chris Drury, Angela Ruggiero and 
Mathieu Schneider. 

The Class of 2015 is permanently honored on 
the Great Wall of Fame at the U.S. Hockey Hall 
of Fame Museum in Eveleth, Minn.

In addition, Emile Francis was recognized 
with the Wayne Gretzky International Award, 
which pays tribute to an international citizen 
who has made major contributions to the growth 
and advancement of hockey in the United 
States.

For the fifth straight year, the Lester Patrick 
Trophy, an award of the NHL presented to 
individuals who have helped advance hockey in 
the U.S., was presented as part of the evening’s 
festivities. Bob Crocker and Jeremy Jacobs were 
the 2015 recipients.

ESPN’s Steve Levy served as master of 
ceremonies for the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame 
Induction Celebration for the sixth straight year.
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CCM/USA Hockey All-American Prospects Game
Team Plante defeated Team Roenick, 6-4, on Sept. 24 in the fourth annual 

CCM/USA Hockey All-American Prospects Game at First Niagara Center in 
Buffalo, New York. 

The game, televised live by NHL Network, was created by USA Hockey to 
showcase the top American players eligible for the upcoming NHL Draft.

“This event continues to take steps forward and it’s a great opportunity to 
celebrate the American player,” said Jim Johannson, assistant executive director 
of hockey operations for USA Hockey. “The young men that get the chance 
to play in this game represent the future of our sport and many will wind up 
playing in the NHL one day.”  

Hockey greats Derek Plante and Jeremy Roenick served as head coaches for 
the game.
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Try Hockey For Free 
presented by Kraft Heinz

In its fifth season in 2015-16, USA 
Hockey staged a pair of national Try 
Hockey for Free Days, presented by 
Kraft Heinz, and all total, more than 
26,000 kids tried the sport for the 
very first time.

The focus of the events is to give 
children ages four through nine that 
have never played hockey a chance to 
try the game. Equipment is provided 
free of charge and thousands of 
volunteers at arenas all across the 
country provide instruction and 
encouragement.

On Nov. 7, as part of Come Play 
Hockey Month, 14,129 turned out 
at the nearly 500 locations across 48 
states. 

Then, as part of Hockey Weekend 
Across America, a total of 12,080 tried 
hockey for free on Feb. 20 with 300-
plus locations in 48 states participating. 
It marked a record number of kids to 
try the sport during the February Try 
Hockey event.

Liberty Mutual Insurance and Total 
Hockey are also sponsors of USA 
Hockey’s Try Hockey for Free events.

Hockey Weekend Across America
The ninth edition of Hockey Weekend 

Across America was celebrated in grand 
fashion across the country from Feb. 19-21.

A three-day effort to showcase the game at 
all levels throughout the nation, each day of 
Hockey Weekend Across America included 
a theme, with Wear Your Favorite Jersey day 
on Friday; Try Hockey Day on Saturday; and 
Celebrate Local Hockey Heroes on Sunday.

Saturday’s Try Hockey Day included more 
than 12,000 boys and girls from coast-to-coast 
that have never played the game having a 
chance to Try Hockey for Free, presented by 
Kraft Heinz. 

HWAA also included the opportunity for 
young officials to shadow NHL officials and 
watch them work an NHL game. In addition, 

NBC’s Hockey Day in America celebrated 
the sport for more than nine hours on Sunday, 
including broadcasts of NHL games, studio 
shows, and stories about all levels of hockey 
mixed in throughout the day and night.

Social media played a big part in the 
conversation about Hockey Weekend 
Across America, including some 50 million 
impressions on Twitter alone.

“This year’s Hockey Weekend Across 
America was another fantastic celebration 
of our game,” said Dave Ogrean, executive 
director of USA Hockey. “Among the many 
highlights of the weekend, it was terrific to see 
a record number of new kids and families have 
the chance to experience hockey for the very 
first time.” 

“It was terrific to see 
a record number of 

new kids and families 
have the chance to 

experience hockey for 
the very first time.”



National Championships
The culmination of each season is the series of national championships conducted  
by USA Hockey. Below is a list of national champions crowned in 2015-16.

YOUTH TIER I
14-and-under: Shattuck-St. Mary’s (Minn.)
16-and-under: Shattuck-St. Mary’s (Minn.)
18-and-under: Pittsburgh Penguins Elite

YOUTH TIER II
14-and-under (1A): Team Wyoming
14-and-under (2A): Sno-King (Wash.)
14-and-under (3A): USA Eagles (Mich.)
16-and-under (1A): Team Wyoming
16-and-under (2A): Maine Moose 
16-and-under (3A): Oakland Jr. Grizzlies (Mich.)
18-and-under (1A): No championship held
18-and-under (2A): Delaware Ducks
18-and-under (3A): Southern Connecticut Stars

JUNIOR
Tier I (USHL): Tri-City Storm
Tier II (NAHL): Fairbanks Ice Dogs

GIRLS TIER I
14-and-under: East Coast Wizards (Mass.)
16-and-under: Shattuck-St. Mary’s (Minn.)
19-and-under: Shattuck-St.Mary’s (Minn.)

GIRLS TIER II
14-and-under: East Coast Wizards (Mass.)
16-and-under: East Coast Wizards (Mass.)
19-and-under: Vermont Shamrocks

HIGH SCHOOL
Pure: Wayzata (Minn.) 
Combined: JW Mitchell (Fla.)

ADULT MEN
Rec. 40-and-over Tier I: North Carolina Eagles
Rec. 40-and-over Tier II: Daytona Beach (Fla.)
Rec. 50-and-over Tier I: Sun Valley Suns (Idaho)
Rec. 50-and-over Tier II: Pure Hockey Polar Bears (Mass.)
Rec. 50-and-over Tier III: Jets (Ala.)
Rec. 50-and-over Tier IV: Illinois Ice White
Rec. 60-and-over Tier II: Olde Crabs (N.Y.)
Rec. 65-and-over: Byfuglien Trucking (Minn.)
Rec. 70-and-over: Florida Leafs

ADULT WOMEN
Rec. 30-and-over Tier I: Assabet (Mass.)
Rec. 30-and-over Tier II: Lady Black Stars (Calif.)
Rec. 40-and-over: Texas Stampede
Rec. 50-and-over Tier II: Trail Mix (Mass.)
Rec. 50-and-over Tier III: Mid-Century Moderns (Calif.)

SLED HOCKEY
Adult Sled: Colorado Avalanche 
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teams participated in  
one of USA Hockey’s 
National Championships414
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VOLUNTEERS

Today, USA Hockey is more than a million 

strong after its humble beginnings in 1937 when 

Tom Lockhart founded the organization out of a 

shoebox in his New York City apartment. 

The strength of USA Hockey continues to be 

its volunteer base across the country that ensures 

the sport is strong and flourishing in communities 

across America. 

Each year, USA Hockey recognizes one 

person with its most prestigious honor – the Wm. 

Thayer Tutt Award. The distinction is bestowed 

upon a volunteer who, during many years of 

service, has displayed a selfless dedication to the 

enhancement of ice hockey at the grassroots level 

in America. The 2016 recipient was Phil Zona.

Phil Zona
For more than 40 years, Phil Zona has been a fixture on the 
Massachusetts youth hockey scene, volunteering in nearly every 
capacity and earning a reputation for dependability no matter the 
need.

But above all, Zona is known for keeping his focus on the kids and 
relentlessly encouraging others to do the same.

His story began not on the ice, but on summer’s baseball fields, 
where Zona coached kids in the mid-1970s. Lured by a friend who 
coached hockey at Quincy High School, Zona soon found himself 
volunteering during the winters, too, as a coach at Quincy.

He was then blessed with a new generation of Zona skaters, Peter 
and Elizabeth, who made Milton’s Max Ulin Rink their second 
home. 

Zona didn’t coach his own children, but he happily set them on a 
path toward their own joyful pursuits, with Peter playing hockey and 
Elizabeth skating figures. 

Meanwhile, Zona flung himself into volunteering with Milton 
Youth Hockey. In the decades to follow, he served Milton, and 
also Massachusetts Hockey, in countless roles, culminating with 
his appointment as vice president in 2011, a title he still holds, in 
addition to serving as registrar, district director and treasurer. He 
also chairs the scholarship committee, helping ensure that hockey is 
truly a sport for all. 

Zona is a catalyst for girls hockey growth, too, serving as director of 
the South Shore Conference girls program since 2000.

And while all those titles are meaningful, a job without an official 
title was Zona’s favorite.

For two decades, he helped run the snack stand at Ulin Rink, connecting with countless children he encountered. Those interactions brought a 
brighter glow to Ulin, leaving young skaters with lessons and memories every bit as meaningful as those made on the ice.

For Phil Zona, one thing is certain. He has never stopped leaving his mark, from the ponds of Roslindale to Ulin Rink and far beyond. And it has 
all for been for the kids and his love of the game.

The strength of USA Hockey continues to be a volunteer base throughout the country 
that ensures the sport is strong and flourishing in communities across America.

a

a



Corporate Partners and Retail
The value associated with the USA Hockey brand continued to be reflected through a 
successful year in attracting and maintaining business partners interested in aligning and 
supporting the organization.

SPONSORSHIP
It was an important year in terms of 

renewing sponsorships and deals were 
extended and enhanced with Bauer Hockey, 
CCM Hockey, Kraft Heinz, Marriott Hotels 
and Redline Hockey.

In addition, new sponsors were signed, 
including Dunkin’ Donuts and Thorne 
Research.

USA Hockey continues to play a key role 
in the success of Kraft Hockeyville in the U.S. 
with some 1,400 submissions representing 
rinks nationwide vying for a total pool of 
$335,000 in arena upgrades. Overall, Kraft 
Hockeyville generated more than two billion 
market impressions.

Another significant initiative put in 

place through USA Hockey’s sponsorship 
agreement with Labatt Breweries is the “Pass 
It Forward” program, which provides $250,000 
to the USA Hockey Foundation to utilize in 
advancing sled hockey across the country. The 
first full year of implementation was a great 
success and the program will continue for the 
2016-17 season.

RETAIL
The success of the retail store in Lake 

Placid has led to the opening of an additional 
store in Las Vegas.  It is expected that growing 
enthusiasm for hockey in that community will 
create a strong market for the product line 
the store carries.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT AS OF AUGUST 31, 2016

Assets 
 Current Assets 2015  2016
  Cash and cash equivalents 11,412,345  9,800,333
  Accounts receivable1 1,382,021  2,237,334
  Grants receivable 3,626,097  3,637,431
  Prepaid expenses 1,599,435  1,763,849
  Total Current Assets $18,019,898  $17,438,947

 Property and Equipment
  At cost 5,893,987  6,733,458
  Less accumulated depreciation (4,014,050 ) (4,393,577 )
  Total Property and Equipment $1,879,937  $2,339,881

 Other Assets
  Investment in HARP 750,000  750,000
  Total Other Assets $750,000  $750,000

 TOTAL ASSETS $20,649,835 $20,528,828

Liabilities & Net Assets
 Current Liabilities 2015  2016
  Accounts payable 2,392,986  2,658,799
  Accrued payroll and related benefits 652,299  785,168 
  Due to USA Hockey Foundation —  47,609
  Deferred revenue 13,677,145  14,068,861
  Total Current Liabilities $16,722,430  $17,560,437

 Net Assets
  Unrestricted 3,888,744  2,968,391
  Temporarily restricted 38,661  —
  Total Net Assets $3,927,405  $2,968,391

 TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $20,649,835 $20,528,828
1  Includes accounts receivable from The USA Hockey Foundation and STAR.

* These statements represent USA Hockey, Inc. only and do not include The USA Hockey Foundation. The USA Hockey Foundation is a 501(c)(3) corporation. 
The majority of The USA Hockey Foundation Board of Directors are appointed by the USA Hockey Board of Directors.

REVENUE BREAKDOWN
2015-16

Dues & Membership Registrations  62.55%

Grants  22.62%

Corporate Sponsorship  7.31%

Tournaments & Exhibitions   5.80%

Advertising, Merchandise  
Sales & Other Income   1.72%
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Unrestricted Revenues, Expenses &  
Other Changes in Unrestricted Net Assets
 Revenue  2015  2016
  Membership registrations and dues 25,709,262  26,480,206
  Corporate sponsorship 3,110,830  3,094,592
  USOC grants 1,427,500  1,451,000
  Tournaments and exhibitions 2,717,469  2,457,546
  Interest and dividends 7,173  3,972
  Advertising and merchandise sales net of cost 318,586  165,231
  Other income 365,060  442,064
  Contributions 51,700  117,626
  USA Hockey Foundation grants 8,380,389  8,123,139
  Satisfied program restrictions —  —
  Total Revenue $42,087,969  $42,335,376

 Expenses
  Membership services 9,917,605  9,629,768
  National team development 3,687,838  4,065,771
  International programs 6,067,539  6,581,956
  Internet program 354,761  388,143
  Player development 2,791,262  3,032,854
  Officials 2,321,555  2,547,107
  Coaching 2,043,391  2,308,548
  Junior program 467,213  523,481
  Adult program 1,970,906  1,569,654
  Annual Congress/Winter Meetings 1,258,532  1,032,219
  Youth program 662,893  780,974
  Membership development 1,235,316  974,989
  American Development Model 2,119,556  2,032,306
  Total Expenses $34,898,367  35,467,770

 Supporting Services
  General and administrative 4,661,742  5,470,918
  Marketing and fundraising 1,864,601  1,355,702
  Total Supporting Services $6,526,343  $6,826,620

 CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $663,259 $40,986

AS OF AUGUST 31, 2016



Don’t look for 
better teammates.

Look to make your  
teammates better.

a

a




