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Hello Texans Families!
I’ve been involved with youth soccer for over 15 years. Every year about this time, I start thinking
that I’ve had enough soccer – practices, games, you name it. However, if history repeats itself, I
know in about 30 days, I’ll be itching to get back out on the fields and watch the kids give it a go!

I want to thank our coaches for the job they’ve done this fall putting our teams and players in
positions to continue development and prepare for college opportunities. Last week I was in Dallas
where we had teams playing in the Texas Cup Tournament and Showcase as well as the D’Feeters
Showcase. In addition, we have both boys and girls practicing and playing games with the Dallas
Texans DA teams. I appreciate the effort the coaches are making to support our players.
This December and January, the club will be hosting futsal games indoors. Check out Coach Tyson’s
write up below for more information. I always encourage players to play indoor soccer this time of
the year as well.

As we wrap up the regular season, I want to thank each of you. Your love of the game and desire to
support our players as they pursue excellence makes everything worth it. Use the time to heal and
reset and get ready for the spring! From our family to yours, Happy Holidays!
Michael Connor, Vice President

Volunteer  Spotlight – Laura Moreno

Laura is in her second year as Team Manager of the 02 Boys!  Laura took on
the role with aplomb and has done a tremendous job!  Her son is Alex.

Thank you for serving, Laura!
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From our Girls Director    |    JD Cochran

We had a great experience with our teams at the Texas Cup and D'Feeters College Showcases. Over 70 college coaches
watched our teams play this past weekend. It was a great for the players to showcase their talents in front of the coaches.

We have had a great response with the POEs and are setting up more the week of Dec 11-14th. We are also adding South
POEs!

Congrats to the 00G For winning SRPL and qualifying for USYS Southern Regionals and USYS National League!

Register now for the Austin Texans College Showcase
Feb 3-4th and Austin Texans College Combine Feb 3rd.
All the details on our website.

GOOD LUCK TO ALL WHO WILL BE PLAYING HIGH SCHOOL BALL!

Club Highlights & News

From our Youth Development Director   | Tyson Wahl
Our Recreational Program finished the year with many festive activities for our youngest
teams. Many of our older teams had very successful Fall seasons and competed in playoff
and championship competitions. We have very committed coaches, some of whom are still
practicing and helping their players develop! The club is very thankful to our Recreational
coaches and other volunteers!

Our boys and girls Academy teams have finished the Fall season and are now participating in
tournament play to finish off our Fall season. Registration is open for the Academy.

We are kicking off our club’s Futsal program this December and January. Futsal is played
indoors, without walls, and with a mini ball that is heavier than a soccer ball. Players will
develop their skills quickly in this small-sided game format and parents will be able to stay
warm indoors. Please check out our Austin Texans SC website for more details and to register
your children. Boys and girls 2006-2011.

Our Academy will hold POEs Dec. 11th - 14th at the Hill Country Bible Church Fields.

Please reach out to me with any inquiries relating to our Academy and Recreational
Programs: twahl@austintexanssc.com

Tyson Wahl
Youth Development Director



Club Highlights & News
From our Boys Director    | Daryuosh Yazdani
We have started our technical meeting last Tuesday talking about just technical/tactical aspects of
soccer, helping our own development as coaches. We are also planning to video one training session
per week for the staff to analyze.

My focus is to create more leaders for  Club’s future, and all the coaches have been doing a good
job on and off the field.

 04 boys are in Super Y Final in Florida on December.

 We have begun to implement  the Club Syllabus (training curriculum) and have been using  the
ASC session planning software.  This is very helpful and will definitely benefit our coaches and
program. Coaches are allowed to do other things with their teams as long as they teach and follow
the curriculum focus over each 5-week mesocycle.

We will have another camp from January 2 – 5, 2018 for U11 and older boys and girls.  See
website for details and registration information.

From our General Manager & Goalkeeping Director
|    Ric Granryd

THE  UNIQUE CHALLENGES OF A YOUTH GOALKEEPER-PART 3

The goalkeeping position is difficult enough for older players…and  the youth GK’s have a unique set of challenges.  Part 1
dealt with the psychological challenges. Part 2 dealt with technical challenges. Part 3 here deals with the tactical
challenges. Part 4 will deal with physical challenges.

 There is a reason why most GK’s “get better with age.”  It is because the more they play the game, the more situations
they have seen and  had to  manage, both successfully and unsuccessfully.  This series is about the challenges of the youth
GK – and the tactical side of things is the most profound challenge, in my opinion.  The young GK’s are only beginning to
accumulate situational knowledge and experiences.  They literally are seeing and learning new things with every single
game they play.  The specific challenge is to internalize each and every situation faced in a game, and be able to recall it
promptly when a similar scenario presents itself in the future.  The older and experienced GK’s have this vast bank of
knowledge to draw upon, and make difficult save situations appear easy – simply because they have seen it before.  So, the
young and/or new GK’s simply do not possess that understanding.

 The main  general tactical areas to develop are positioning/angle play and game management.  There are dozens of
tactical topics under both of those broad areas.  But all these areas are developed with time, repetition, and trial and error
– and usually lots of errors!  So, there needs to be an understanding from coaches and parents that tactical matters are a
continuing work in progress, and to expect errors to occur.  Certainly, all involved work to minimize the frequency of the
errors, but they are going to happen in youth soccer.

Another means of gaining tactical awareness is to observe higher-level games and GK’s.  Seeing an experienced player
make decisions can do wonders.

Finally, to reiterate something from last month’s piece, playing in the field is another great way to accumulate situational
knowledge.  In off-time, GK’s playing in the field in Futsal, for example, is a great way to develop both tactical and technical
experience in a fun environment.  And during the season, playing in the field occasionally at training is also valuable and fun
for the GK.
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Dell Children’s Highlights



Education Update
Parent Education Session with Dr. John Bartholomew: TUE, DEC 12, 6:30-7:30pm at Hill
Country Bible Church Sanctuary

TOPIC:  Self-talk: How what we say matters for performance.

Athletes on team sports are working to improve both team and individual performance. This
leads to complicated, personal feelings and evaluations. Professor Bartholomew will present
on the evaluations that players hold for themselves and how this can impact both their effort
in practice and their long-term performance. Finally, he will present strategies to shift these
evaluations to benefit performance.

Austin Texans - Successful On And Off The Field

This year, we would like to implement a new Tutorial Program for our players. The idea is
provide academic support for our players who may be struggling or may just want to boost
their GPA. Thanks to the generosity and support of Hill Country Bible Church, tutorials will be
held inside the church building. Tutorials are scheduled to take place on Thursdays. The exact
time is yet to be determined. We will need to look at our players and their schedules.

To make this program successful, we need your help! We will be looking for volunteers
throughout the year to help tutor. Volunteers can be adults or high school students. It is a
great way for adults to earn club volunteer hours and for teens to earn volunteer credit for
school or church. Again, the exact schedule has not been determined and may change week
to week depending on the players and their needs.

Players would like academic assistance please contact your coach or email
education@austintexanssc.com.

Potential tutors please email education@austintexanssc.com.

We are looking forward to a great year and to making all Texans successful on and off the
field!

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Are you interested in improving your English? There are many free classes offered throughout
the community. We would be happy to help you find a class. Email us at
education@austintexanssc.com.
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Texans’ November Birthdays

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL!!

Ella Wiley
Riley Wilson

Hannah Ager
Roberto Bautista
Breanne Bittick
Noe Bocanegra
Michael Bradburn
Adnan Chowdhury
Maggie Cliffel
Lara Crews
Brynn Culley
Alexis De Leon
Merritt Decker
Macie Dieterich
Jesus Don

Gabrielle Lott
Conner Malek
Lyric Mata
Kayla McDonald
Avery McQuillan
Karmen Mitchell
Anthony Palacios
Mateo Palma
Samuel Palma
Grace Peters
Jaxson Pieracci
Alexander Price
Elvis RamirezJesus Don

Julia Fincher
Hailey Fuller
Caroline Gantt
JOEL GARZA
Riley Gillon
Kayla Gordon
Fabian Gutierrez
Zaid Gutierrez Ramirez
Ryan Hills
Marco James-Viana
Daisha Kirkpatrick
Enzo Latorre
Kenadi Lee
Claire Loerwald

Elvis Ramirez
Alexis Rivas
Jose Rivas
Sofia Rogers
Kendra Roman
Ryann Ruis
Genevieve Russell
Donaldo Sanchez
Jack Sanchez
Camryn Schmidt
Lakelyn Schwarz
Rebecca Silva
Connor Sprigg
Kaicen Sweeten
Ulyses Torres-Martinez


