
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY ON 10-2-17 
 
 

Minutes – Monday, September 11, 2017 at 6:30 
AAHA Monthly Meeting at the Ice Den Warming Room 

 

 Call to order 6:30 pm 

 Dial in to Conference call if needed  
o Joth Jacobsen, Scott Schafer 

 Establish a quorum and identify any directors with proxies  

 Introductions  

 Approval of the agenda 
o Jim Curley, Leeor Shtrom – All – Motion Passed  

 Approval of last month’s minutes 
o Jim Curley, Leeor Shtrom – All – Motion Passed 

 
Reports 
 

 President / VP Report – sent electronically  

 Treasurers Report – sent electronically 
o Outstanding – PDC coaching stipends, ~8K 

 AAHA Admin Report –  
o Sarah Dennee has resigned from the position – will assist the new admin once named during the 

transition and also with the audits of the Tier I and Tier II teams.  As 1T rosters are completed, please 
send to her. 

 AZYHL Report –  
o Scheduling of season is approximately 90% complete on website – hopes to be complete by next week.   
o State Championship dates have been set: 

 14U/16U March 2-4, 2018 
 10U/12U March 8-11, 2018 

 Background Screening / Safe Sport Report – updated information sent electronically 
o Switching to SportEngine as our Background vendor will NOT validate USA Hockey registrations for any 

non-coaching staff and doesn’t send back screening to USA Hockey.  Those would still need to be done 
manually, which Herb does now.  It will not save him any time and cost more money at this time.  
Background and SafeSport are still separate validations.  Herb is working on the website daily.  Over 100 
background screens have been sent to USA Hockey and he is waiting for them to update their system.   

o SafeSport is based by SEASON, not by the date you completed.  September 18, 2017 the current 
refresher course will end.   

 By-Laws and Policy Report – sent electronically 
o Motion to accept concussion policy 4.2, 4.2.1, 4.2.2 as submitted in report 

 Brad McCaughey, Jim Curley – All – Motion Passed 

 Coaching Report –  
o Coaching clinics are still ongoing at this time and are well attended.  Sept 10th Level I had 70 in 

attendance.  Level II is scheduled Sept and has a few seats remaining.   

 Disciplinary Report – sent electronically 
o Clarification on adult suspensions:  Adam sends adult suspension to all adult leagues in the valley to 

prevent suspended player from joining another adult league. 

 Mite Committee Report –  
o Kaymen Wong was appointed the new Mite Chair.  First Jamboree is set for September 24th – hosted by 

Mission – further registration information to be provided 

 Officiating Report –  
o USA Hockey –   

 Seminar Season – to date 209 officials have enrolled or completed an officiating seminar.  They 
are waiting to determine the demand before scheduling an additional seminar in October.  

o  AHOA –  
 Annual Meeting was held last week.  VP – Zach Reece, At Large – Justin Lang. 
 They are prepping for the season to begin.  They have started to receive the game schedules 

from the associations to be uploaded.  They have begun a Beta program with the Jr. Sun Devils 
where the team managers upload their own home game schedules. 

 There is another open book review session at CAHA on Sept 12th.   



 Discussion regarding changing the notification regarding a late fee from 24 hours prior to a game 
to 48 hours prior to a game.  The time constraint makes it difficult to find officials since it is usually 
a late night adult game.  Discussion occurred. 

 They will submit the formal request for an official vote in October. 
 

 Registrars Report – none at this time 

 Social Media Report – none at this time 

 Tier Committee Report – none at this time 

 Arizona Coyotes Report – 
o Information regarding two programs new this year have been distributed to all associations 

   
Old Business 

 

 Non Members with USA Hockey Registration Numbers 
o Tim has reached out to the Adult League in Tucson, they are in the process of becoming part of the 

affiliate, however, they do not want voting rights.  A revised affiliate agreement will be needed for those 
members who have USA Hockey Registration Numbers but do not want to be an active part of the BOD. 

o Tim has instructed our state registrar not to provide any additional USA Hockey Registration Numbers to 
any group or individual without presenting the information to the BOD prior.    

 
New Business  

 

 *Added to New Business* 
o DC Policy – In 2014 a revision was made to the DC Policy in which the language stated that the DC 

committee had flexibility to schedule their meeting on a day and time.  That policy was posted to the 
website but was not updated within the complete policy manual and is the only change to the language 
from the version contained within the policy manual.  Bruce has requested that we allow the change to be 
introduced at this current meeting to adopt the 2014 version of the policy and have an official vote occur 
at the October meeting 

 Motion to have the official vote at the October meeting – Jim Curley, Jim Rogers – All- Passed 

 12U players participating in 14U 
o USA Hockey Annual Guide IX,I,(3) 

  (3) Participation in Older Divisions of District or National Championships – 2017-18 Season and 
Beyond 
Beginning in the 2017-18 season, no player 12 years of age or younger (as defined in the age 
classification chart for the current season) is eligible to play on a team intending or declared to 
compete in the District or National Championships or playoffs leading thereto. A player 13 years 
of age or older may play on a youth or girls’ team in an older classification at a District or National 
Championship Tournament only if the applicable Affiliate’s rules or decisions, and the applicable 
local program’s rules or decisions, permit that player to do so. A player residing in one Affiliate 
may not play on a team in an older classification in a different Affiliate unless both the Affiliate 
where the player resides and the Affiliate where the player desires to play have granted 
permission to play in an older classification. In the event a youth or girls player has been denied 
the permission to play in an older classification in the Youth or Girls’ District or National 
Championships on a team in an Affiliate other than the Affiliate where the player resides, the 
player may appeal such denial to the National Championship Appeal Committee.  

o No 12U player may play on a Tier I or Tier II at any level per USA Hockey. 
o Discussion regarding allowing a 12U player to play up a division occurred.  It was noted that the BOD has 

not allowed a 12U player to play up on a 14U team since the 12U non-checking rule was implemented by 
USA Hockey.   

o Discussion regarding having a coach from another association evaluate the individual player and send 
their opinion to the EC and BOD for review, discussion and approval prior to any 12U playing up.  

o This would apply to all 12U players wanting to play one age division higher 
o Clarification that only individual players would be reviewed and that an entire 12U team would not be 

allowed to play in a 14U division.  
 Policy committee will review current language.  If you have suggestions regarding the possible 

policy change, submit to the Policy Chair, Sherri Koshiol.  
 

 The October 9th, 2017 meeting has been changed to October 2nd to avoid conflict with the holiday. 
 

Future State AAHA Board Meetings at the Ice Den in the Warming Room 
 



 Monday, October 2nd, 2017 

 Monday, November 13th, 2017 
 

 







SEPTEMBER PRESIDENTS REPORT 
 
 ONE OF THE ITEMS THAT I HAVE BEEN WORKING ON IS TO INCLUDE ALL OF THE 
HOCKEYASSOCIATIONS REGISTERED WITH USA HOCKEY IN ARIZONA FOR THE 
16/17 SEASON THAT WERE NOT MEMBERS OF AAHA TO BECOME A AFFILIATE 
MEMBER FOR THE 17/18 SEASON.  
 
FOR A NONMEMBER TO BECOME A MEMBER THEY MUST FIRST BECOME A 
LEGAL ENTITY AND THEN ENDORSE THE AAHA AFFILIATE AGREEMENT. 
 
THIS PAST MONTH TUSCON ADULT HOCKEY ASSOCIATION (TAHA) FULFILLED 
ALL THE REQUIREMENTS AND BECAME AN AFFILIATE MEMBER.THERE ARE FIVE 
OTHER ASSOCIATIONS I WILL CONTINUE TO WORK WITH TO BECOME MEMBERS. 
 
  
A NEW BUISNESS ITEM FOR THIS MONTH IS TO REVIEW OUR POLICY REGARDING 
12U PLAYERS HAVING THE ABILITY TO PLAY AT THE 14U LEVEL. USA HOCKEY 
DOES NOT ALLOW THIS MOVE TO TAKE PLACE FOR NATIONALLY BOUND TEAMS. 
 IT WAS RECOMMENDED BY THE TIER COMMITTEE TO REQUIRE A COACH FROM 
A NATIONALLY BOUND TEAM NOT FROM THE ASSOCIATION OF THE PLAYER IN 
QUESTION TO COMPLETE A POSITIVE PLAYER REVIEW, FOR THE PLAYER TO BE 
ABLE TO PLAY IN THE 14U LEVEL. 
 
USA Hockey Annual Guide IX,I,(3) 
(3) Participation in Older Divisions of District or National Championships – 2017-18 Season and Beyond 
Beginning in the 2017-18 season, no player 12 years of age or younger (as defined in the age classification chart for the current season) is eligible 
to play on a team intending or declared to compete in the District or National Championships or playoffs leading thereto. A player 13 years of age 
or older may play on a youth or girls’ team in an older classification at a District or National Championship Tournament only if the applicable 
Affiliate’s rules or decisions, and the applicable local program’s rules or decisions, permit that player to do so. A player residing in one Affiliate 
may not play on a team in an older classification in a different Affiliate unless both the Affiliate where the player resides and the Affiliate where 
the player desires to play have granted permission to play in an older classification. In the event a youth or girls player has been denied the 
permission to play in an older classification in the Youth or Girls’ District or National Championships on a team in an Affiliate other than the 
Affiliate where the player resides, the player may appeal such denial to the National Championship Appeal Committee.  
 
THE TIER COMMITTEE ALSO REVIEWED THIS POLICY AND AGREED THAT IT 
SHOULD NOT BE APPLIED FOR THE 17/18 SEASON AND NEEDS SOME REVIEW FOR 
THE 18/19 SEASON 
 
Arizona Policy 13.4.1 

3. All costs,(ice, Referees, Score and Timekeepers, Awards, etc.) per 

division, related to the State Championship shall be shared equally 
by ALL associations declared to be Tier I or Tier II in each division, 
whether or not they participate in the Arizona State 

Championships. All cost shall be subject to review and approval by the 
AAHA Board of Directors. 

  



Discipline Report 

September 2017 

 

The Discipline Committee met on Tuesday August 15, 2017.  There were three match penalties 

scheduled.  

 

1. A player from the Chandler Adult League was assessed a match penalty under USA Hockey rule 

602(a). Deliberate or attempt to injure an opponent.  The video showed that he swung his stick 

in a baseball like fashion across the back of the opposing player and struck him in the back of his 

neck.  The injured player was unable to continue play and was helped off the ice.  Paramedics 

were called to attend to his injury.  The player did not attend the hearing but did send a written 

statement.  The Committee unanimously agreed to a one year suspension and a one year 

probation following the suspension. 

2. A player from the Chandler Adult League was assessed a match penalty under USA Hockey rule 

601(f3), behaving in a manner that is critically detrimental to the game.  According to the official 

the player was slashed on his hand causing one of his fingers to bleed.  On the way to the 

penalty box the player was shaking his hand at the opposing player who was in the penalty box 

in a manner where some of the blood landed on the official.  The player was initially assessed a 

minor penalty for his previous action and returned to play the rest of the game.  It was only 

after the game that the official determined that he should assess a match penalty under the rule 

stated above.  After reading the official’s report and listening to the player the Committee 

agreed to assess a suspension from July 30th through September 16, 2017 along with a one year 

probation. 

3. A player from the Gilbert Adult League was assessed a match penalty under USA Hockey rule 

601(f1), deliberate physical assault to any game official.  The official was separating two players 

that were in a confrontation and according to the official, the player turned and “punched the 

official in the face with both hands.  The District Referee in Chief confirmed the calling of the 

penalty.  A video of the incident was obtained by the facility and sent to the District Referee in 

Chief.  After looking at the video the Referee in Chief indicated to me by phone that the penalty 

could be looked at in a couple of different ways.  He didn’t think it warranted a full 601(f1) but 

left it up to the Committee.  The Committee did look at the video several times and in their 

opinion the player did not punch the referee but shoved the referee with both hands.  That 

action still constitutes a penalty and the Committee agreed to assess a suspension from the date 

of infraction of August 4, 2017 through January 19, 2018 along with a one year probation.  As a 

note the player did not show for the hearing nor did he respond to the emails of notifying him of 

the hearing date or the notification of the suspension.   

 

This concludes my report for September 2017 

 

Respectfully, 

Bruce Urban 

Discipline Committee Chair 



Bylaw and Policy Committee Report 

September 2017 AAHA Meeting 

 

Prepared By:  Sherri Koshiol 

Date:  August 26, 2017 

 

COMPLETED:  Policy revisions to Section 20.0 incorporating language (approved at August 14th Board 

meeting) pertaining to policies and procedures for Executive Committee officer nominations.  The 

new/updated policy manual was uploaded to the AAHA website. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

NEW PROPOSAL:  Proposed changes to the Policy Manual pertaining to concussion protocol for all AZ 

youth players (Tier and non-Tier AZYHL).   

Any approved changes will be incorporated into Section 4.2 which currently reads as follows: 

4.2 Sports Concussion Management 

A sports concussion management program must be incorporated within 
each member association and must follow the USA Hockey’s program 

which is available at usahockey.com/safetyconcussion.  This is the 
minimum concussion protocol to be followed by all USA Hockey 
programs and AAHA member associations. 

 

Proposed changes are as follows: 

4.2 Sports Concussion Management 
A sports concussion management program must be incorporated within 
each member association and must follow the USA Hockey’s program 

which is available at usahockey.com/safetyconcussion.  This In addition 
tois the minimum concussion protocol to be followed by all USA Hockey 

programs and AAHA member associations the following protocol will also 
be followed:. 
 

4.2.1.  All players, parents and coaches are required to sign the 
concussion protocol acknowledgement forms provided by AAHA at the 

start of every season.  These forms will be included in the Manager’s 
book for the entire season.  Immediately upon request of the AAHA 

Board or their designee, any manager will be required to show proof of 
all signed acknowledgement forms. 
 

4.2.2.  All injured players will be required to have a medical 
professional complete the AAHA-provided Concussion Evaluation and 

Return to Play Protocol form.  The parent must electronically transmit a 
copy of the completed form to the AAHA Administrative personnel for 
the record. 

 


































